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Article V—Pony 8U  
Article V—Section 1: 8u Administration 
 

A. The Lebanon County Pony League will provide oversight of the rules and scheduling of games of the 
Pony 8U division.  

B. Pony 8U Deputy Commissioners will be responsible for resolving conflicts or scheduling issues as well as 
serving as a resource for Pony 8U coaches. 

C. The Pony Commissioner will convene committees as needed to assist in the effective operation of the 
Pony 8U League.  

D. The Pony 8U Division will be governed according to Articles I and II above. 
E. The purpose of Pony 8U is to prepare children for “kid pitch” baseball. As such, defensive fundamentals 

such as cut off men, force outs, and other basic rules must be taught at this level. 
 
Article V—Section 2: Eligibility 
 

A. Pony 8U was formerly known as “Mustangs” and is a “coach pitch” league for children that are age 8 and 
younger as of May 1 of the year in question.  

1. Pony 8U is primarily for those children who are beyond tee ball age but not ready for “kid pitch,” 
generally 8 and 7 and advanced 6 year olds. Eight year olds with sufficient talent should be 
encouraged to play 10U. 

 
Article V—Section 3: Association, Team and Participant Responsibilities 

A. Home teams are responsible for having the field in acceptable playing shape, including the playing surface 
and chalked foul lines and batters’ boxes.  All fields must have restroom or portable toilet facilities on site. 

B. Game time is generally 6PM. 
C. Visiting Team will have access to the field from 5:30PM to 5:55PM.  
D. Each team will provide one new game ball. Standard “hard” balls are to be used. Reduced Injury Factor (RIF) 

Tee Balls are not used at this level. Lightly used game balls may be entered into the game if it is helpful to 
speed up game play. 

E. All game cancellations will be determined by the coach of the home team. Rain make-ups are to be agreed 
upon within 7 days after the rain out and must be played with 21 days of the rain out. 

F. Base coaches will act as umpires.  
G.  If there is a discrepancy in calls, the coach that is pitching will have the final decision.  Care must be 

exercised to set an outstanding example of good sportsmanship for the children. 
H. Any batter that throws their bat, intentionally or not, will receive a warning for the first offense and will be 

called out for second and subsequent offenses. 
I. Coaches are prohibited from swearing and using tobacco products while coaching a game. 
J. Standings are not kept and there is no need to report the score to the League. However, as children will 

invariably know the score as well as, if not better than, the adults, it is permissible within the rules of good 
sportsmanship for one team to be declared the “winner” of the game. 

 
Article V—Section 4: Game Rules 

A. Hard plastic helmets must be worn by all batters and base runners. Chin straps are optional but 
recommended. 

B. No new inning may start after one hour and forty-five minutes of game play, including day games. The time 
limit will begin when the first pitch is thrown, regardless of scheduled start time.  
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C. All catchers must wear catcher helmet with throat protectors, shin guards, and chest protectors.  Male 
catchers are required to wear protective cups.   Catchers should attempt to use a catcher’s mitt, but a 
regular glove is acceptable for 8u. Catchers at 10u are required to wear a catcher’s mitt. 

D. All games consist of 6 innings. If a game is called due to weather or lack of daylight, 3 completed innings will 
be considered a complete game for the purposes of rescheduling. The kids want to play games, so please 
ensure that every effort is made to get all games in.  

E. The offensive and defensive teams will alternate whenever there are 3 outs, 5 runs scored, or 10 batters, 
whichever comes first. It is permissible to keep  a play in motion once the fifth run has scored to see if the 
defensive team can get make a play/get an out or to allow a hitter to complete his/her at bat. However, any 
runs more than five will not be counted. 

F. Each team must have a continuous batting order with every uniformed player batting in turn.  Any changes 
due to injury or other compelling reason must be clearly stated to the opposing team.  

G. All players must play at least 3 complete defensive innings in a 6 inning game.   
H. There are no Walks. The batter must either strike out or put the ball “in play.” There is a twelve pitch limit 

and after 12 pitches if the batter does not hit the ball or attempt to swing, the batter is called out. Rules 
clarification: Twelve is the maximum number of pitches a player gets. Once s/he puts the ball in play or 
strikes out, that plate appearance is complete. The twelve pitch maximum encourages the most timid 
players to swing at some point or be called out.   

I. Batters may advance as many bases that the hit warrants until a ball is overthrown in attempt to try to get 
the batter out.  At that point, the batter may only advance one base after the overthrow.  Another 
acceptable play to stop the batter from advancing is to have an outfielder throw the ball to the cutoff man 
or get it “back into the infield.” Care should be exercised not to penalize a player who has earned a 
legitimate extra base hit by not allowing him/her to advance appropriately.  

J. Defense will consist of no more than 10 players on the field. There will be only one player at Catcher, Pitcher 
and each traditional infield position, as well as four outfielders. Defensive walls are prohibited as the focus is 
on fundamental baseball, not strategic game management in an effort to win a game.  

K. Runners may not advance on a passed ball or wild pitch. The only way batters may advance is when the ball 
is put into play. A runner may lead off the base only after the ball crosses home plate and coaches are 
encouraged to teach this concept to prepare players for higher levels.  

L. There is no infield fly rule. Runners may tag up within the confines of traditional baseball rules and may be 
doubled off a bag if they leave before the catch.   

M. Feet first sliding into base is permitted at second, third and home. Proper sliding technique is imperative 
before allowing your team to slide. 

N. One defensive coach should be positioned behind the pitcher’s mound and up to two defensive coaches are 
able to be among the outfielders. Defensive coaches and the coach pitcher are considered part of the field. 

O. This set of rules has been developed over the course of multiple seasons and with input from former 
coaches and other leagues. The rules are designed to be a foundation for upper levels of baseball. As such, 
coaches are prohibited from making “pre-game gentlemen’s agreements” to modify the rules of play.  
 

 


