
The 30 - 30 Rule 

Lightning 
30 seconds - 30 minutes 

 
Following are excerpts from the directions given to all Softball Canada UICs and 
DUIC at Canadian Championships.  The same caution needs to be followed in 
local league games and tournament games. 
 
Should lightning occur anytime during the course of a ball game the following 
general guidelines should be used in the stopping and re-starting of the game, 
bearing in mind any adjustments to timing that may be required as a result of the 
peculiar characteristics of lightning to the local area. 
 
The Championship UIC or DUIC shall indicate to the Plate Umpire (in our case 
the Plate Umpire or Base Umpire will make the decision) to stop the game 
and have all players leave the field of play and the dugouts, when the time 
between the occurrence of a flash of lightning and the sound of thunder is 
30 seconds or less. 
 
Once play has stopped, the game shall not be re-started until at least 30 
minutes has elapsed from the last flash of lightening. 
 
Should the umpires on the field feel that the time between the flash of lightning 
and the accompanying thunder is less that 30 seconds or that there is imminent 
danger, they may stop the game and order the players off the field and out of 
their respective dugouts until such time as they have conferred with the UIC 
and/or DUIC. 
 
In all cases, players should be advised to take shelter indoors. 
 
Umpires, tournament hosts and organizers and UICs need to error on the side of 
caution.  Just because a local host wants you to continue, do not bend to the 
pressure.  No, teams can not decide to continue to play and absolve you of any 
liability.  You are dealing with the possibility of serious injury or death.  As the 
umpire on the diamond or the UIC you are liable for all safety issues in your ball 
game.  You should be applying this guide to local league play as well as 
tournaments. 
 


