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Article 1 : Participation

The JMSL is open to all members of the Jewish Community Center, aged sixteen years and
older. The JMSL is classified as an orthodox softball league as defined by Softball Canadarules,
as further modified and interpreted by Softball Ontario.

Any remaining roster spots may be filled by anyone aged 16 years and older.

Article 2: League Administration

The JMSL shall be governed by a Convening Committee made up of members of the JMSL and
the JCC Physical Education Director. The Convening Committee is responsible for the overall
administration of the league and enforcement of the bylaws contained within this constitution. It
is recognized that the Convening Committee will perform its duties with its ultimate aim being
the preservation and advancement of the JMSL. In this regard,the Convening Committee is
empowered, in its absolute discretion, to make all administrative decisions with regard to league
structure, scheduling, playoffs, discipline and all other organizational aspects concerning
operation of the league. Decisions of the Convening Committee are final and binding on all
members of the JMSL. Any votes resulting in a tie witt be resolved by the JCC Physical
Education Director.

Article 3: Constitutional Amendments

At the end of each season, the Convening Committee will evaluate the season with the objective
of improving the organizational aspects for the upcoming season. The Convening Committee
may propose certain constitutional changes at that time.

Article 4: League Structure

To be determined by the JMSL Convening Committee.

Article 5: Regular Season Games

Each team shall play a maximum of 18 regular season games. Scheduling will depend on
holidays (religious and civic) and availability of softball diamonds.



Article 6: Playoffs

To be determined by the JMSL Convening Committee.

Article 7: League Budget

The fee per team for the season is to be determined by the Soloway Jewish Community Center.
Teams may seek out a sponsor to help defray costs.

Cheques are made payable to the JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE, c/o Jewish Men's Softball
League. Team fees are used to cover expenses for umpires, park permits, softballs, trophies,
JMSL Foundation, bases, and other operating costs. Other expenses including uniforms,
equipment, and bats must be assumed by each team.

Article 8: Scheduling

The Convening Committee is responsible for the league schedule. Teams/captains should notiff
the Convening Committee before May 1 of any dates their team cannot play. After May 1,
games may only be rescheduled if exceptional circumstances arise: the Convening Committee
must approve all rescheduled games,

Article 9: Dress Regulations

All players on the same team must wear matching shirts. Teams shall arrange for matching
shirts no later than June 1 of each season. Teams needing an extension for uniforms should
notifu the JMSL Committee.

All players shall wear pants. Shorts are not allowed.

The use of shoes with metal spikes or cleats is strictly forbidden.

Batters and runners must wear helmets. Double flapped helmets are not mandatory.

Catchers must wear shin pads, chest protectors, mask with throat protector and helmet.

For religious reasons, players who are ordained Rabbis will be allowed the option of not wearing
uniform pants although a proper team shirt must still be wom.



Article 10: Length of Game

A. All games shall be 7 innings or a maximum of two hours. The home plate umpire will give
the usual warning that "no new inning will be started after one hour and forty five minutes have
elapsed". The winner will be the team that is ahead after the last complete inning played.

B. In the event the home plate umpire calls the game on account of worsening weather and/or
field conditions, a minimum of five compete innings must be played in order to declare a winner.
The home team shall be declared the winner if they have alead after four and a half innings.

C. The Softball Canada "mercy" rule shall be used in the event of a "blowout".

D. In the event that a game is tied after seven irurings, the game continues for one more
complete inning. After 8 complete innings, the last batter out from the previous at bat will be
placed on second base at the start of the 9th inning. Each team in the 9tf inning will have an at
bat with this runner in a possible scoring position; if not runs are scored or if two hours lapse, the
game ends and a tie is declared.

In the event of poor weather conditions, ø minimum offive compete innings must be played in
order to declare a winner. The home team shall be declared the winner tf they have-a lead after
four and a half innings.

Article 11: League Standings

League standings shall be maintained winning percentage basis. If teams are tied, a standing
decision will be made by judging each of the following criteria in order, until the tie is brokèn:
a) the tied teams' records against each other
b) the tied teams' record against other teams, starting at the top of the standings
c) run differential

Article 12: Roster Size

There is a maximum of seventeen players per team. All teams must submit their rosters to the
JCC Physical Education Director by May 5th. Rosters must be submitted along with the players'
Registration/Waiver form. Captains are required to noti$r the Convening Committee of àny
additions. Players not on the Roster are not permitted to play. Teams must seek approval from
the JMSL to replace any player(s) on their roster,

Article l2-A

JMSL pløys with nine.fielders and no rover.



Article 13: Playoff Eligibility

In order for a team player to be eligible for the playoffs, he must have played a minimum of six
regular season games for that team.

Article 14: Rain-Out Games

Players are expected to show up for games even if it is raining at game time. Games will not
normally be cancelled for light rain, providing the Environment Canada forecast does not predict
worsening conditions over the course of the evening. If the umpire's decision is the field is safe
or will be safe within a reasonable delay, or can be repaired in a reasonable amount of time with
the equipment available, then the game must proceed.

Games will not normally be cancelled in advance. However, in exceptional circumstances, the
JMSL Convening Committee may decide on game day, to cancel and reschedule one or more
games if reliable information is received (e.g. from the City, the umpires, or BoTH
managers/captains) that the softball diamonds are unf,rt.

While everyone involved in the game has a strong incentive to "get the game in", the umpires are
also expected to apply practical risk management criteria in an unbiased manner at game time
and if, in the umpire's sole judgement the field or conditions are unsafe, the game will be
cancelled.

Lightning within 2 miles (as estimated by a 10 second delay between seeing the lightning flash
and hearing the thunder, given the speed of sound is approximately 1080 feet per second and a
statute mile is 5,280 feet) is sufficient and automatic grounds to call the game.

Where the umpire calls the game on account of rain, lightning or field conditions, he/she will frle
a game incident report.

Games that have been rained out will be rescheduled by the Convening Committee where
possible.

Article 15: Defaults

If a team has less than eight players present at the start of the game, the opposing team wins the
game by default.

Deføalts are scored øs I5-0.

However, if the opposing team has a surplus of players, the opposing team must provide
player(s) to the 'short-handed' team. Under such circumstances, the game will count in
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standings. A team may finish a game with seven players unless one player is ejected from the
game. If a team is aware of a shortage of players for an upcoming game, that captain may borrow
a maximum of two players from any other team except for a pitcher.

The borrowed player may wear his regular team's uniform. In the event that ateamhas four or
more defaults, the Convening Committee shall default all of that team's games; under such
circumstances, the Team Fee is non-refundable. Defaulted games are not rescheduled.

Article 16: Game Line-up

All players in all divisions will bat in each game. All players attending a game must be listed on
the team's batting order. They must bat and must stay in the original batting order throughout
the game until such time as they are replaced by another player. Players arriving late must be
added to the end of the batting order.

Article 17: First aid kit

The JMSL Convening Committee strongly recommends that each team provides and carries a
first-aid kit in their equipment bag.

Article 18: Ghanging Teams During The Season

The Convening Committee will not permit trades unless there are justifiable circumstances, in
their absolute discretion.

Article 19: Two lnning Rule

Every player participating in a game must play a minimum of two complete innings. If it has
determined that a player in attendance has not played two complete innings, then the team guilty
of the infraction can be penalized by forfeiting the game if it is protested (this is an appeaf play
situation). Exception the rule is an injured player which must be noted by his rupøin to ttre
opposing captain.

Article 20: Batting Order

The batting order of each team must be on the scoresheet and must be delivered before the game
by the managet/captain to the plate umpire. He shall make it available to the inspection of t¡"
manager or captain of the opposing team. The batting order deliver to the umpire must be



followed throughout the game. The first batter in each inning shall be the batter whose name
follows that of the last player who completed a turn at bat in the preceding inning. Batting out of
order is an appeal play which may be made by the manager, coach or player of the defensive
team:

a) If the error is discovered while the incorrect batter is at bat, the correct batter may take his
place and assume any balls and strikes. Any runs scored or bases run while the incorrect batter
was at bat shall be legal.

B) If the error is discovered after the incorrect batter has completed his turn at bat and before
there has been a pitch to another batter, the player who should have batted is out. Any advance
or score made because of a ball batted by the improper batter or because of the improper batter's
advance to first base on a hit, an error, a base on balls, or a hit batter shall be nullified. The next
batter is the player whose name follows that of the player called out for failing to bat. If the
batter declared out under these circumstances is the third out, the correct batter in tne next inning
shall be the player who should have come to bat had the players been put out by ordinary play.

c) If the error is discovered after the first pitch to the next batter, the turn at bat of the incorrect
batter is legal. All runs scored and bases run are legal. The next batter in order shall be the one
whose name follows that of the incorrect batter. No one is called out for failure to bat. players
who have not batted and who have not been called out have lost their turn at bat until ,.uóh.d
again in the regular order.

D) No baserunner shall be removed from the base he is occupying to bat in his proper place. He
merely misses his turn at bat with no penalty. The batter following him in ìhe^baúing order
becomes the legal batter,

Article 21: Pitching Regulations

The front of the pitching plate will be forty feet (12.992 metres) from the front of the home plate.

Softball Canadarules for Orthodox pitching shall be observed. For greater certainty, windmill,
whip or semi-whip pitching will not be tolerated. The umpires will ãpply Softball Canada
pitching rules and their decision is final. Should questioni arise regaiding the legality of a pitch
captains have the right ask the umpire for a ruling.

The pitcher's hand cannot cross the plane of the shoulder on the back swing. All fast pitch
pitching rules are in effect except...

A) The pitcher must release the ball on the first forward swing of the pitching arm past the hip.

B) The pitcher may not use a windmill or slingshot type pitch, nor may he make a complete
revolution in the delivery. A slingshot type pitch is defined as tuming the body toward first or
third base and bending the arm at the elbow during the backswing.
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C) The pitcher may take the ball behind his back on the backswing.

D) The pitcher may drop his arm to the side and to the rear, but the ball must not be see in the
open palm at the top of the backswing, nor may it be outside the pitcher's wrist at any time on
the forward swing.

E) The pitcher may not have a stop or reversal of the forward motion of the pitching arm and he
must have a smooth follow-through of the pitching aÍn on the delivery.

F) There is no penalty for touching the hip on the forward swing.

G) The pitcher's palm may be facing up or down on the release of the ball

H) The pitcher may not continue to wind-up after releasing the ball, nor may he make any
moving to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the batter. A legal delivery shall be a
ball which delivered to the batter with an underhand motion:

i. The release of the ball and the follow through of the hand and wrist must be forward
past the straight line of the body
ii. The hand shall be below the hip and the wrist not farther from the body than the elbow.
iii. The pitch is complete with a step toward the batter. Should questions arise regarding
the legality of a pitch, captains have the right ask the umpire for a ruling. The umpirei
will make a judgement based on offrcial softball criteria and the above rules. The
umpire's decision is final.

Article 22: lllegal Pitch

If an illegal pitch is called, the ball is dead and all runners advance one base. A ball is called on
the batter. The runner may score from third base.

Article 23: Gonduct

Players, managers, coaches, spectators and officials are expected to abide by the Softball Ontario
"Respect My Game" standards of conduct.

Anyone may prepare and submit a"game incident report" using the Softball Ontario form. It is
expected that umpires will report infractions to the Eastern Ontario Umpires Association
disciplinary committee, andthatplayers, managers, coaches, and spectators will report
infractions to the JCC Physical Education Director.

For greater certainty, the following types of behaviour are not tolerated: throwing of bats, verbal
and/or physical abuse of officials, unsportsmanlike conduct, fighting, and swearing.



Games played under protest, games rained out, games suspended due to unsafe field conditions,
illegal bats, and other technical matters shall be reported as well.

For infractions resulting in ejection from a game,there will be an automatic minimum one game
suspension. Sanctions are doubled for repeat offenses. There shall be no appeal of minimum
sanctions.

Verbal reports will not be entertained.

Game incident reports submitted after 48 hours have elapsed will not be entertained.

Any member of the Convening Committee who is also a member of one of the teams in question
must disqualify himself from the decision.

The JMSL will respect suspensions issued by other leagues against players who play in more
than one league.

Article 24: Home Team Responsibility

Each home team is responsible for providing the bases and installing them in the proper location
prior to the start of the game. Each team must have a'safety' base for first base and all bases
must be properly pegged. The home team is responsible for providing a new softball for that
game' Each captain will be given the proper number of balls. If a home team does not have the
necessary bases and game ball, they will have fifteen minutes from the scheduled game time to
supply the equipment or the game is forfeited,

Home team for the late game is responsible for taking the bases out of the ground and returning
them to the JCC before the next set of games.

Article 25: Reporting scores

The winning team is responsible for notifying the league statistician within 24 hours of the game.
Any games not called in will not be included in the statistics.

Article 26: lntentional Walks and pinch runners

Individual can be intentionally walked only once per game.

Pinch runners are permitted for an injured player. In the event a pinch runner is used, the runner
may NOT steal bases or advance on a passed ball.
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Article 27: Damage

JMSL teams are not responsible for damaged windows in parking lot.
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