
BRATTLEBORO AREA SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION 

2019 MENS SOFTBALL LEAGUE RULES 

 

 

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY/FEES: 

 
1) All men seventeen (17) years or older are eligible to participate.  No more than four (4) 17 

year old players are allowed on any roster.  17 year old players must have the town liability 

form signed by a parent or guardian. 
 

2) All players must become members of the Brattleboro Area Softball Association and pay a 

player fee of $60 each.  All players will identify their town of residence on the roster form 
as Brattleboro or non-Brattleboro resident.  At roster submission, payment by check (made 

payable to B.A.S.A.) is requested in lieu of cash. 

 

3) A Brattleboro Resident is a registered voter in the town of Brattleboro, a Brattleboro 
taxpayer on the Grand List or occupies full time residence or pays rent in Brattleboro.  Full 

time students also qualify if their parent(s) or legal guardian is a resident of Brattleboro. 

 
4) All players on the roster must sign an insurance liability form as required by the Town of 

Brattleboro prior to playing their first game. 

 
5) Player eligibility status is determined at roster submission. 

 

6) Players found in violation of these eligibility rules are subject to suspension from the league 

for a term determined by the Brattleboro Area Softball Association (BASA). 
 

7) Teams found in violation of player eligibility rules are subject to forfeiture of all games 

won in which an ineligible player participated. 
 

ROSTER: 

 

1) All rosters must be submitted at the Manager’s Meeting (April 11, 2019) at the Gibson-
Aiken Center.  All rosters must accurately provide status as Brattleboro resident or non-

Brattleboro resident.  Payments by check made payable to B.A.S.A. are preferred in lieu 

of cash. 
 

2) All roster additions and substitutes must be submitted in writing, accurately stating player 

status as resident or non-resident of Brattleboro, to Brownie Towle at 365 Stickney Brook 
Rd. Dummerston, VT 05301.  All roster additions are subject to approval by the BASA 

Board.  No Player additions or substitutions will be allowed that will bring into question 

the Board’s initial team divisional classification. 

 
3) Roster changes must be made in writing with the appropriate information and player fee 

(payment by check to B.A.S.A. preferred).  All players added prior to June 1 will also pay 

a $60 fee.  All players added between June 1 and July 1 will pay a $50 fee.  Players added 
after July 1 will pay a $40 fee.  There will be no roster additions after August 1, except for 

good cause and with special permission from the BASA. 

 
Players on one team or multiple teams in the Men’s league pay a single $60 fee.  Players 

on a Co-ed team and a Men’s team or Co-ed team and a Women’s team pay an additional 



$20 to participate on the co-ed team.  Men and women players only on a Co-ed team, pay 

a $60 fee at the time of Co-ed team registration. 
 

4) Any player 40 years or older may play for a designated “Over-40” team and one other team 

in the league as long as that team is not in the same division as the “Over-40” team.  Anyone 

found in violation of this policy must declare participation on one roster and will become 
ineligible for participation on that roster for three games. 

 

5) Any player who is 50 years or older (50+) may play on multiple teams in the league as long 
as the teams are not in the same division.  Additionally, a 50+ registered player in the 

league may get “picked up” for a game (only during the regular season, not playoffs) by 

any team in the league to make the minimum number of players and avoid a forfeit, even 
on a team within the division(s) that he is already officially on a roster.    If a regular team 

member shows up during the game, that player must substitute in for the 50+ player.  The 

50+ added player should be reported to the other team and umpire before the game begins 

and the umpire will report the names of both player and team to the league president after 
the game. 

 

NOTE:  A list of 50+ players with contact information will be made available on the league 
website. 

 

6) All players released from one roster may not appear on another roster in the current year 
except as specified below: 

 

a) No player may switch to another team during the season until he has made reasonable 

peace with his former sponsor regarding the return of, or compensation for, his 
uniform. 

 

b) Any player may appeal to the BASA Board of Directors to change to another roster for 
cause, as long as it does not bring into question the Board’s initial divisional 

classification.  This must be done with the approval of both team managers.  The final 

decision will be made by the BASA Board of Directors. 

 
7) No roster additions are permitted less than one hour before scheduled game time without 

the specific permission of the league president. 

 
EQUIPMENT RULES: 

 

1) Current USA Softball rules apply unless superceded by local league rules. 
 

2) All players must wear a shirt on the field. 

 

USE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES OR ILLEGAL DRUGS: 
 

1) The consumption of alcoholic beverages at West River and Memorial Parks is cause for 

probation for the 1st offense, suspension for the 2nd offense and indefinite suspension for 
the 3rd offense. 

 

2) Playing under the influence of drugs/alcohol is prohibited and may result in player 
suspension.  Managers need to be responsible for their player’s safety and the safety of 

others in this regard. 



 

PLAYER SUSPENSIONS: 
 

1) BASA will not tolerate taunting, threats of violence, or acts of violence toward umpires, 

league officials, players or spectators.  Players may be suspended (in certain cases 

immediately) from participation in the league for infractions of this rule. 
 

2) Players and Managers can be suspended from participation in the league for cause and 

conduct deemed serious and detrimental to the league.  Penalties for conduct infractions 
will be assessed to conform with the seriousness and/or repetition of the offense.  An 

opportunity to be present at a hearing will be offered to the individual(s) to discuss their 

suspension duration and process for reinstatement.  Hearing opportunities are not provided 
for suspensions due to issues listed under Player Fee and Player Eligibility. 

 

3) Player ejections will be reviewed by the BASA Board of Directors for possible further 

disciplinary action. 
 

4) Non-roster players are not allowed in league play and are considered illegal players.  Any 

teams found using illegal players will be subject to forfeiture of those games where illegal 
players participated.  Further, a registered player from a league team found playing for 

another league team in a league game, will result in forfeiture of that game by the team 

with the illegal player and suspension of the player for 3 games. 
 

LOCAL PLAYING RULES: 

 

1) Current USA Softball rules apply – not national tournament rules. 
 

2) Each at-bat will begin with a 1-ball and 1-strike count. 

 
3) A request to re-schedule a game must be made in a timely fashion to the league scheduler.  

 

0 to 48 hours before scheduled game – No re-schedule requests will be accepted. 

 
48 hours to 7 days before scheduled game – Each team is allowed one occurrence per 

season with a sufficient reason provided. 

 
Greater than 7 days before scheduled game – unlimited, but sufficient reason must be 

provided.    

 
4) Run Ahead Rule - If a team is ahead by twenty (20) runs or more after 4 complete innings, 

or ten (10) runs after 5 complete innings, the game will be called.   

 

5) If a team forfeits two (2) games because of a lack of sufficient players to start a game, they 
forfeit the right to compete in the playoffs.  Following the 3rd forfeit, the manager of that 

team must meet with the BASA Board of Directors to remedy the situation or subject the 

team to possible removal from the league schedule. 
 

6) If a team starts a game with twelve (12) players, they must finish with 12 players.  Two 

extra hitters are allowed.  In the event of an injury or unforeseen event, the vacated position 
in the batting order shall be deleted and not considered an out.  Only a legal substitute can 

replace an ejected player. 



7) If a team starts a game with eleven (11) players, they must finish with 11 players.  In the 

event of an injury or unforeseen event, the vacated position in the batting order shall be 
deleted and not considered an out.  Only a legal substitute can replace an ejected player. 

 

8) If a team starts a game with ten (10) players, they must finish with 10 players.  In the event 

of an injury or unforeseen event, the vacated position in the batting order shall be deleted 
and not considered an out.  Only a legal substitute can replace an ejected player. 

 

9) A team may start or play a game with nine (9) players without penalty.  A tenth player may 
be added to the bottom of the lineup upon arrival at the game.  A game may continue with 

less than nine (9) players as specified below.  An over-50 year old league registered player 

can only be used to make a minimum of 9 players for the game.  If a regular team member 
arrives during the game, he must replace the over-50 player in the game. 

 

10) A team may start or play a game with eight (8) players without penalty.  A ninth player 

may be added to the bottom of the lineup upon arrival at the game. An over-50 year old 
league registered player can be used to make a minimum of 8 players for the game. If a 

regular team member arrives during the game, the over-50 player may remain in the game 

to make a total of 9.  No game may continue with less than 8 players.   
 

11) All pre-season practice time or during the season practice time on Recreation and Parks 

Department fields will be scheduled through the Brattleboro Recreation and Parks 
Department office.  No field can be scheduled more than once per week or more than one 

week in advance. 

 

12) There will be a brief 5 minute warm-up on the field before each game, if desired.  There 
will be no warm-ups in areas where spectators may be injured.  Abuse of this rule may 

result in forfeiture of that game. 

 
13) Home Run Rule(s): Division 1: 4 “over-the-fence” home runs allowed 

Division 2: 3 “over-the-fence” home runs allowed 

Division 3: 2 “over-the-fence” home runs allowed 

Division 4: 1 “over-the-fence” home runs allowed 
Division 5: 1 “over-the-fence” home runs allowed 

 

Any “over-the-fence” home runs above these limits will be considered outs.  For inter-
division games, the lower division rule applies to both teams.  A hit that is touched by a 

fielder and carries over the fence is considered a 4-base award and not counted against the 

home run limit. 
 

14) Rain-outs:  If five (5) innings are completed before weather causes cancellation of play (4-

1/2 innings if home team ahead), the game will be considered complete and final.  If less 

than the above stated innings are played before suspension due to weather, the game will 
be re-started from the beginning on another date (to be scheduled by the league). 

 

15) Base stealing will be in effect for Divisions 1, 2, 3 and only if 2 umpires are officiating 
the game. 

 

 
 

 



16) Thunder & Lightning Delay:  When the weather becomes dangerous, all softball 

activities are to be suspended and all individuals, both players and spectators, should seek 
appropriate shelter.  If a thunderstorm appears imminent before or during an activity or 

contest (regardless of whether lightning is seen or thunder heard), the umpires or league 

officials may postpone or suspend the activity until the hazard has passed. Signs of 

imminent thunderstorm activity are darkening clouds, high winds and thunder or 
lightning.  Even storms that are many miles away can pose a lightning danger.  This may 

mean the appropriate decision is to suspend activities even before the first sight of 

lightning or sound of thunder. 
 

The softball game must wait 30 minutes after the last lightning flash or sound of thunder 

prior to resuming activity.  Each time additional lightning is observed or thunder is heard, 
the minimum 30-minute waiting period should be reset.  A clear sky or lack of rainfall 

are not adequate indicators for resuming play. The minimum 30 minute return-to-play 

waiting period should not be shortened.  Play may not be resumed even after the 30 

minute waiting period if signs of thunderstorm activity remain in the area or if the 
weather forecast indicates the threat is not over. 

 

 

STATE TOURNAMENTS FOR 2019: 

 

Men’s Class E/F slow-pitch Tournament: 8/10–8/11, Hyde Park 
Men’s Class D slow-pitch Tournament: 8/3-8/4, Hyde Park 


