
Media Area Girls Softball 

Travel Softball 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
 

What is the name of the travel softball league? 
 

Media Area Girls Softball (MAGS) registers travel softball teams in the Del Val Softball League. 

 

How far do the teams travel? 
 

Del Val consists of teams from Delaware County, PA.  Most away games are 25 minutes or less 

from the Media Area (conditions permitting). 

 

What days of the week are the games played? 
 

Del Val softball games may be played any day of the week.  MAGS assigns each of their travel 

teams a day of the week and time slot for games.  You can expect half of the games to be 

played on that day of the week and time.  The remaining games are away and may be played 

any day of the week. 

 

What time are the games? 
 

Games during the week begin as early as 6:00 pm.  Games will not begin later than 8:00 pm 

during the week.  Games on the weekend may be played at any time.  Games on the weekend 

are usually during the daytime.  It is unusual to play a Sunday morning game but it is possible.  

Please take into account the ability to arrive 30 minutes before game time when making your 

decision to play travel softball.  Most coaches expect players to be at the field at least 30 

minutes before the game.  This is true for away games as well. 

 

How many times a week do teams practice? 
 

Before the season begins most teams practice two to three times a week.  When the season 

begins most teams practice at least once a week on the field and once a week in the batting 

cage at Barrall Field.  Teams may practice more than this depending on the game schedule. 

 

How many games are played in a week? 
 

The game schedule is variable.  A typical Del Val season is 12 games.  Games begin in the middle 

of April and end the middle of June.  You can expect one to two games a week.  Some weeks 

there may not be a game.  Other weeks there could be three games.  The overall commitment 

of games plus practices is two to three times a week. 

 

 



Are there playoffs? 
 

Yes.  Del Val conducts playoffs at the end of the regular season.  You need to take into account 

the playoff schedule when deciding to play travel softball.  Playoffs begin the third week of 

June.  Playoffs continue until your team loses two games.  Del Val attempts to complete 

playoffs by the end of June.  If the end of June is rainy, then playoffs will resume after 

Independence Day. 

 

What are the age groups for Del Val travel softball? 
 

The age of your daughter on January 1 determines the age group.  Just ask yourself a simple 

question, “What is my daughter’s age on January 1?”  For example, if your daughter is 10 years 

of age on January 1 and she turns 11 years of age on January 2 she is eligible to play in the 10 

and under age group.  MAGS enters teams in the following age groups: 10 and under, 12 and 

under, and 14 and under.   

 

How do I register my daughter for travel softball with MAGS? 
 

Registration and payment are on the MAGS website: www.mediasoftball.org.  You will be 

instructed to register after your daughter has been assigned to a travel team.  Players new to 

the travel program will have to submit a copy of their birth certificate.  The travel coordinator 

will take a head shot of new players for their player card.  New players no longer have to submit 

a wallet size photo. 

 

Are there tryouts? 
 

We call them evaluation sessions.  There are two evaluation sessions.  We try and get a sense of 

a player’s ability so she may be placed on an appropriate team. 

 

Are there cuts? 
 

Players will be assigned to a travel team or be referred to the in-house league.  Team 

placement will be communicated the last week of December. 

 

May I request my daughter play with a friend or play with someone for carpooling purposes? 
 

There are many factors that are considered when constructing a travel team roster.  

Unfortunately, friend requests and carpool requests are not considered when building the 

travel team rosters.  All of the girls in the travel program get to know each other very well.  If 

your daughter is new to the travel program, then she will quickly make many new friends. 

 

 

 



May I request my daughter play up in an age group to be on the same team as an older sibling 

or friend? 
 

MAGS encourages girls to play within their age group.  Girls will maximize their playing 

opportunities and chances for success when they play within their age group.   

 

How is playing time determined? 
 

Playing time is determined by the coach.  The MAGS travel program does not have rules related 

to playing time. 

 

Are there substitution rules in Del Val? 
 

There are substitution rules in Del Val softball.  Players typically substitute for two to three 

innings.  Players may substitute one game and not the next.  The coach decides who will 

substitute and when.  When a player is a substitute they are completely out of the game, 

including the batting order.  Certain players will substitute more in the playoffs.  Substitution 

decisions are based on many factors.  Please speak with your daughter’s coach if you have 

questions about the substitution process. 

   

What equipment is needed? 
 

Every player needs a glove, cleats (no metal cleats), and a face mask.  Face masks are now 

mandatory for age groups 14U and younger.  Many parents choose to purchase their daughter 

a helmet for hygienic reasons.  MAGS has helmets if a player does not have their own.  MAGS 

also has bats if a player does not have their own.  Do not purchase a bat until you speak with a 

MAGS coach with experience in the Del Val softball league.  Most parents purchase a bat that is 

either too long, too heavy, or both.  Your daughter cannot “grow into” a bat.  Girls must use a 

bat that is appropriate in length and weight. 

 

Do bats need to be inspected and approved by Del Val before being used in a game? 
 

Yes, all bats must be approved by the league before being used in a game.  Your daughter’s 

coach will collect bats before the season begins and will take them to Del Val for approval.  Del 

Val does not set up appointments with individual parents.  The following is from the Del Val 

Softball rule book: 

 



 
 

Are uniforms provided? 
 
Uniforms are included in the registration fee.  Every player receives a jersey, pants, belt, and 

socks.  Girls are sized for uniforms after they are assigned to a travel team.  We ask mothers to 

help with the uniform fitting. 


