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KANSAS CITY, MO. -- The Ravens defense 

proved to be too strong for the Saints in the 4th-

grade division. 

After jumping to a 20-0 halftime lead, the Ravens, 

who finished the season 8-1, scored on the first play 

from scrimmage in the second half and cruised to a 

26-0 win for the Manning Division championship. 

 Ravens coach Kevin Lockett cited a good defensive 

effort and solid scouting as a source of success. 

 "We kind of saw what they did in that other game," 

Lockett said, referring to a 39-12 defeat at the hands 

of the Saints two weeks earlier.  "We knew they had 

two really good players - #7 (Sam Bruso) and #85 

(Henry Fountain) - and we wanted to focus on them 

on defense.  We knew they were very explosive, so 

we put two of our better guys on them.  The defense 

was pretty good.  They did a good job." 

 "They knew all our plays," agreed Fountain.  "We 

lost it.  They got some interceptions and we got 

some.  They did good flag pulling and good running 

plays and good blitzing." 

 Despite the disappointing loss, Saints Coach David 

Carr was impressed with his players. 

"They are just a great group of kids," he said.  

"They played hard and a lot of fun.  We just didn't 

play well today and the Ravens were good." 

 The Saints finished the season 7-2 and Ravens 

running back Drew Gutschenritter wasn't going to 

take them lightly. 

 "It was pretty hard," he said.  "Mostly it was 

because they were the other fourth grade team.  I 

think when we scored first they didn't want to." 

 Gutschenritter also plays soccer and basketball, but 

enjoys football more. 

 "I like football because I can run the ball and pass 

and get outdoors," he said. 

 Coach Lockett summed up the fourth-graders' 

season positively. 

 "Overall, we had a good year and we learned a lot 

about football," he said.  "I'm hoping that it will 

move them toward carrying over to next year.  The 

biggest thing is they learned how to compete; it's a 

lesson that will stay with them all their lives, in 

sports and in professional careers.  They learned 

about good sportsmanship.  When we lost they 

could have sulked, but they didn't.  They came to 

practice and worked hard and kept responding to 

coaching." 
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KANSAS CITY, MO. -- The Wildcats kept their 

late-season surge going, running the table on the 

final weekend to win the third-grade championship. 

After shutting out the Cougars, 12-0, in the semi-

finals, the Wildcats scored three first-half 

touchdowns in defeating the Red Shamrocks, 32-2, 

to win the Aikman Division crown. 

The Wildcats won their last four contests to finish 

7-4 on the year.  Coach Jeff Grantham praised his 

players' determination. 

"We just struggled early (in the season)," he said.  

"The kids kept working and picked it up.  This 

group of kids has not won anything in any sport.  

They started clicking, offensively and defensively.  

The offense was phenomenal, and the defense was 

just as good.  We've got speed and we were able to 

use it.  I'm very proud of the boys." 

The Red Shamrocks fell to 6-2-1 on the year, but 

coach Mark Schneeberger was also proud of his 

players. 

"This year the coaches were extremely pleased with 

how much the boys developed," he said.  "It was 

fantastic to see.  They did what we asked on the 

field and in practice." 

The Wildcats led 20-0 at halftime and added two 

second-half scores for the win, proving to be too 

much for the Red Shamrocks to overcome. 

"This team here, they're an athletic team, well-

coached," Schneeberger said of the Wildcats.  

"They had some offense able to adjust to our 

defense and their defense was good.  There are 

some special kids on their team.  They did really 

well." 

"We had a really hard game but we still had a great 

season," said Red Shamrocks player Maddux 

Radosevic.  "We had good practices and had fun 

together.  It was a lot of fun.  It's not all about 

winning.  It's about having fun.  Winning is good 

but not the best." 

 Wildcats quarterback Matthew Kelly enjoyed the 

fan support.  

"It was fun playing with my friends and my family 

supporting me," he said, noting that winning the 

championship "gives you a great feeling inside." 

 When he's not playing football, he likes to get 

together with teammates and play video games. 

 "I play with Brendan (Kerr) and Caleb (Ciccone) 

and Mick Vines," he said. 

Kelly follows his favorite player:  Minnesota 

Vikings running back Adrian Peterson. 

 "He's fast and almost got the most rushing yards in 

the NFL," he said. 

 Coach Grantham enjoyed the atmosphere offered 

by FFLKC. 

 "The FFL is very friendly," he said.  "It's a well-run 

league and the officials are friendly.  It's a well-run 

league that stands for the right things at this point in 

their development." 

 The Wildcats got a one-point conversion from 

Caleb Ciccone in escaping their first-round game 

against the Chiefs, winning 13-12. 

 "I felt good because I just won the game," he said.  

"The game was kind of hard because they ran the 

ball a lot to #35 (Ryan Wilkerson).  It was pretty 

Wildcats Capture Aikman Crown, 32-2 



 

 

page      2 THE SPORTS TURF 

hard playing defense, but we did good on offense.  

We scored.  Brendan Karr ran a touchdown.  I think 

we'll play the Panthers.  They're really, really 

good."  

In other early-round, third-grade games the Pirates 

advanced to the semi-finals with a 27-22 win over 

the Titans and the Cougars defeated the Panthers, 7-

6.  The Red Shamrocks topped the Pirates 26-6 to 

reach the championship game.  The Pirates were 3-6 

on the season while the Cougars fell to 2-7. 

Members of the Ravens’ team gather after their championship victory. 

Ravens Are 4th Grade Champions! 
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