
The Official Newspaper of the Flag Football League of Kansas City 

October 15, 2013 
THETHE  

TurfTurf  

Vol. 8 No. 2 

Led by a stifling defense, the Dark Knights 

shutout the Vikings, 12-0, to take their first 

Montana Division (First Grade) championship. 

  

The Vikings had a long road to reach the title 

game, first defeating the Light Knights 24-6, 

then topping the previously unbeaten Packers, 

20-6.  Meanwhile, the Dark Knights scored a 

late touchdown to overcome the Eagles 20-16. 

Solid defense was also a staple for the Vikings. 

  

"We beat an undefeated team," said Vikings 

coach Matt Twyman.  "I felt that we were 

capable.  The boys stayed positive.  The 

defense gave them only one touchdown and 

they've got a great offense.  We scored three 

touchdowns." 

  

  Ultimately, though, 

the Vikings ran into 

a strong defense 

on the other side. 

  

"I think we just ran 

out of gas in the 

championship," 

Twyman said.  "It's 

our second time 

losing in the 

championship 

game, so it's a little 

bittersweet." 

"Defense won it for 

us," said Dark 

Knights coach 

Michael Henry.  

"It's our second 

year in the 

FFL.  We tried 

Dark Knights Capture Montana Crown 

The Dark Knights show off their hardware.  Head coach Michael Henry and his 

players display the Montana division championship trophy. 

something a little different.  We put in a version of the 

pistol and we had a play where we ran the option play  

and the fullback handed the ball back to the quarterback." 

 

Both coaches believe the style of the FFL is fun for the 

kids. 

 

"I just think it's so much fun for the boys," Twyman 

said.  "The league lets them get so much out of 

the game.  They get so enthusiastic, pulling flags and 

scoring a touchdown.  It's a great venue.  They do a 

great job." 

 

"Martin (Radosevic) does a fabulous job, with the truck 

and announcing the kids names," agreed Henry.  "The 

kids love coming out and knowing they get treated 

special."  

 

 



In their third matchup of the season, the Giants 

and Orangemen had their closest game of the 

year. 

  

Although the Orangemen made it competitive, it 

was the Giants who held on for a 24-20 victory 

to grab the Staubach (Kindergarten) division 

championship. 

  

The Orangemen's progress showed throughout 

the season. 

 

"We started off with nobody having played 

before," said Orangemen coach Brant Gillett.  

"We didn't know offense or defense and by the 

end of the year we were executing plays, 

running and listening, and enjoying the game.  

We have two rules:  #1 is listening and #2 is 

follow the ball." 

  

Orangemen center Matthew Warren enjoyed the 

championship game." 

  

"I like to hike the ball," he said. 

  

Justin Trott of the Giants felt his team also had a 

fine season. 

  

"I think we just had a great game this season," 

he said.  "We've just been doing a great 

season." 

  

Giants coach Kirk Behrendt enjoys the close 

company of the FFL. 

 

"It's a pretty tight knit community," he said.  "A 

lot of the players and coaches and parents know 

each other.  It's fun." 

  

Trott's enjoyment is simpler. 

  

"I like to score touchdowns," he explained." 

  

Gillett also thinks the FFL is a fun place for the 

players. 

  

"I think it's enjoyable for the kids to hear their 

names called and all the music and stuff," he 

said.  "It's well organized and there are good 

officials.  Everybody plays by the rules." 
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Giants Outlast Orangemen For Staubach Title 

Giants rusher James Hunt (#42) runs to daylight against 
Orangemen defender Jimmy Gillett (#1). 
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Saints Take Fourth Grade Matchup Against Ravens 

In a matchup of the FFL's lone fourth grade 

teams, the Saints overran the Ravens 39-12. 

  

It was the Ravens first defeat of the year, while 

the Saints remain unbeaten at 6-0. 

  

"We caught some breaks early," Saints coach 

Jim Carr said.  "The Ravens won the league last 

year, so they're a good team.  We played good 

on defense and had some good plays at 

quarterback." 

  

"It was awesome," said the Saints' Sam Bruso.  

"I think we were evenly matched.  We pulled 

flags well and caught a lot of balls.“ 

 

The Ravens felt like they played well, but had a 

tough time with the Saints. 

  

"We tried to play our best," said Ravens' 

receiver Sterling Lockett.  "They were really 

good.  We have to get the small things together.  

I have to sell my routes and go and keep the 

spirit up on the sidelines." 

 

"It's great to play these kinds of teams," Ravens 

coach Kevin Lockett said.  "We lost, and that's 

fine.  Hopefully, we'll learn from it.  We'll learn 

that we're not always going to dominate.  We'll 

learn some of the fundamentals, the small 

things that are critical.  We've learned how to 

win and now we'll learn how to lose graciously."  

 

Both coaches enjoy coaching in the FFL. 

 

"They let the kids have fun, as long as they can 

get the coaches, like me, out of the way and let 

them play," Carr joked.  "It's well organized and 

well officiated, and once the games start the 

kids have fun." 

  

"It's my fourth year in FFLKC," said Kevin 

Lockett.  "For me, FFLKC is important for the 

kids this age playing football.  Most kids are 

playing tackle football and they aren't 

learning the fundamentals.  In tackle football 

most kids just run.  In FFLKC, quarterbacks 

have to learn to read defenses and wide 

receivers have to learn to run routes and 

defenses have to learn to cover.  Fourth grade 

is the time for them to learn a lot of things and 

FFLKC has done a good job teaching that." 

 

The kids enjoy the FFL, too, and also other 

activities. 

  

"I like to practice all my sports, basketball, 

baseball, and football," Sterling Lockett said.  "I 

like to play X-box, too." 

  

"I like to play video games, mostly racing 

games, and baseball," added Bruso. 

 

Ravens quarterback Stew Myers (#12) looks to pass against Saints defenders, including Louis Moten (#26). 
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Saints Shutout Cougars, 50-0 
The Saints rolled to a pair of easy wins, shutting 

out the Cougars, 50-0, and the Patriots, 44-0. 

  

In the second-grade contests, the Saints jumped 

ahead early and used a strong defense to limit 

their opponents' chances. 

  

Scoring early and often was the key. 

 

"Today I got the ball a lot and got to throw a lot 

of touchdowns," said Saints quarterback Gavin 

Hoffman, who threw for five scores.  "We 

usually score a lot.  I play quarterback and wide 

receiver.  I like wide receiver best because I get 

the ball a lot." 

  

Hoffman's teammates also like catching passes. 

  

"I play quarterback and wide receiver," said 

Teddy Franke.  "I like wide receiver best 

because I get the ball a lot." 

  

"Wide receiver and safety," said Bo Cashion 

about where he plays.  "I like wide receiver best 

because I get to throw it a lot.  And I like to 

throw balls.” 

Saints defenders Nate Livingston (#1), Bo Cashion (#2), and Dylan Tarwater (#6) defend a pass during a 50-0 win 
over the Cougars. 

Saints running back Nate Livingston prefers to 

run with the ball. 

  

"I play quarterback and running back," he said.  

"I like running back best because I get the ball a 

lot.“ 

 

Livingston also enjoys other activities. 

  

"I play with my friends (when I'm not playing 

football)," he said, "and I like to play X-box." 

  

Although they were shutout Saturday, Cougars 

wide receiver Griffin O'Brien likes to catch 

touchdown passes. 

  

"I usually play on the line on defense and wide 

receiver on offense," he said.  "I like offense 

better.  I like to score touchdowns." 

  

However, O'Brien's favorite player is a 

quarterback. 

  

"I like Alex Smith because he's the quarterback 

for the Chiefs," he said. 
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Ravens Overrun Wildcats, 30-12 
In a fourth-grade/third-grade contest, the fourth-

grade Ravens manhandled the Wildcats, 30-12. 

 

  

Ravens quarterback Stew Myers had a strong 

game. 

  

"I got to throw touchdown passes, and picked off 

a pass," he said. 

  

The well-rounded athlete Myers enjoys being 

outdoors. 

  

"I like to play outside with my friends," he said.  

"I like to play basketball, but I'm better at 

football.“ 

 

Myers is a fan of some professional football 

players, but has a favorite. 

  

"Adrian Peterson," he said.  "Because he's not a 

bragger." 

 

Ravens ballcarrier Drew Gutschenritter (#13) rushes 

against Wildcats defender Caleb Ciccone (#9); the 
Ravens topped the Wildcats, 30-12. 

In a third-grade matchup, the Titans 

escaped with a 12-7 win over the 

Cougars. 

  

Brock Narciso's long touchdown run 

played an important part in the victory. 

  

"I scored a touchdown on a run," he 

said.  "I'm a running back." 

  

Narciso enjoys many aspects about 

the game. 

  

"Because I can run down the field 

whenever I like and getting to pull 

people's flags," he said.  "It's the only 

time I can pull something and not get 

in trouble.“ 

 

When not enjoying football, he plays 

soccer, but prefers the gridiron. 

  

"I like football better because I get 

to run with the ball," he said. 

 

Titans Top Cougars, 12-7 

Titans rusher Luke Selzer (#15) goes off-tackle against Cougars 

defenders Brendan Lillis (#14), Carter Graham (#28) and Connor Howe 

(#6) during the Titans 12-7 win. 
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Other Action Around the FFL 
In other FFL games on October 

12, the second-grade Knights 1 

split a pair of games, as did the 

Knights 2.  Knights 1 beat 

Knights 2, 12-6, but lost to the 

Bears, 18-12.  The Knights 2 

beat the Cougars 8-0. 

  

The Bears also beat the Beavers, 

14-6.  Other second-grade 

games included the Falcons over 

the Chiefs, 12-6, and the Tigers 

over the Patriots, 29-0. 

  

In other third/fourth-grade 

matchups, the Saints topped the 

Cougars, 29-0, and it was the 

Panthers over the Chiefs, 18-14. 

Beavers quarterback Jake Johnson (#2) finds open receiver Grant 
Jennings (#4) against Bears defenders, including Nils Casey (#32). 

Dark Knights Bobby Bjorseth (#8) runs for a touchdown against Eagles defender Andrew Colburn (#6). 

Bjorseth on the Loose 



page 7 T H E   S P O R T S   T U R F 

Packer Attack! 

Packers rusher Tyler Bernard (#3) runs to the right against Vikings defenders, including Alex Moynihan (#12). 

Mayor Takes the Handoff  

Vikings running back Hunter Mayor (#11) takes the handoff as Light Knights defender Drew Mozena (#13) looks to make a tackle. 
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Carr Avoids the Tackle 

Saints ballcarrier Andrew Carr (#43) avoids a tackle by Cougars defender Conner Howe (#6) during the Saints 29-0 win. 

Miller to Aubuchon 

Chiefs quarterback Jake Miller (#68) throws to Sam Aubuchon (#54) during a 12-6 loss to the Falcons. 


