COLLEGE RECRUITING

Networking

College coaches want to get to know you just as much as you want to get to know them. It is important that you show coaches that you are interested and making effort to contact them—you cannot wait around and expect them to make the first move. Coaches are often busy and overwhelmed by many other prospective students and responsibilities, so it is important to keep them updated with your latest results. 

Prospect Letters

One way to begin making contacts with schools is to send Prospect Letters to coaches and recruiters at the colleges you think you may be interested in attending. This can be done via email or “snail mail”. Begin with a one-page cover letter, which serves as an introduction to yourself and should convey your personal interest in attending this particular college and highlight your most important athletic skills. Even if you are sending out fifty of these packets, don’t photocopy the same generic cover letter for each school—take the extra time to address it personally to the coach and mention something about the school and the athletic program that appeals to you (academic as well as athletic). Your goal is to let the coach know about why you want to be a part of that school’s athletic program and what skills you can bring to the team. If you want them to be interested in you, you have to make them think you are interested in them! Include your tournament schedule for the upcoming season and invite the coach to come watch you play. 

Follow the cover letter with a one-page “athletic resume”. Your resume should include: 

· Contact info (address, phone #, email) 

· Social Security # (so that you can be located in the NCAA clearinghouse) 

· Physical stats (height/weight, whether you are right- or left-handed) 

· Academic info (GPA, SAT, college prep courses) 

· NCAA/NAIA eligibility confirmation) 

· Athletic Record (years played, positions played, singles vs. doubles, rankings, individual stats for the season, significant wins, awards received) 

· Your coach’s name and contact information 

· Personal Info (brief mention of volunteer work, other interests/sports played) 

· Ethnicity (only if non-white—there may be special admissions/scholarship opportunities for minority students) 

It is crucial that your letter and resume should be neatly typed and carefully proofread for grammar and spelling mistakes! 

Phone Calls

Don’t hesitate to call the coach yourself as a follow up to your prospect letter. It will show the coach that you are really interested in their program. You might call the school if you are going to be playing nearby and invite the coach to watch you. If you can get your high school coach, club pro, or anyone of note in the tennis world who is familiar with your abilities to call the school on your behalf and recommend you, even better! Unless your parents have some solid tennis credentials, it is not recommended that they call the coach themselves. Remember to treat any phone call like an interview—rehearse some basic questions and answers ahead of time so you will sound confident, mature and professional. This can be a “make it or break it” opportunity to make a great impression. You may have to keep calling in order to get a chance to talk to the coach and get them to tell you whether or not they are interested.Talk to the admissions staff as well in order to get information on non-athletic topics.

Competitive Play 

You need to get yourself match tough. Coaches want to see that you are taking every opportunity to immerse yourself in tournaments because there is no better way to train yourself mentally and physically for things like dealing with pressure, improving your shot selection, sustaining a high level of play and enduring varying environmental and tournament conditions. 

USTA Sectional and National Events 

Coaches often pay attention to the United States Tennis Association sectional and national results and rankings. These major tennis tournaments give them an idea of your ability level and how you would fit on their team. Coaches recognize the quality of play at Sectional and National tennis events because they understand the required qualifications to get into these high-tier tournaments. They go to many of the main national tournaments, so not only is playing these tournaments a good way to show that you can compete at this high level, but it is also a way to get seen in person. 

ITF Junior Circuit

The ITF Junior Circuit is a series of 18-and-under events intended to promote competition for juniors and to help them develop their skills for professional level play. The 2008 Circuit is open to players born between January 1, 1990 and December 31, 1995. It consists of over 300 tournaments that are played in approximately 115 countries throughout the year. Each tournament is graded according to the strength of the entries- the most ranking points awarded to the 9 major championships, which include the four Grand Slam events. 

Academics: Grades, PSAT, SAT, Test Scores 

Read over some of the academic requirements for some of the schools you are interested in. How do you measure up? Even if you are a high-level tennis player, do not assume that this will allow you to sidestep some of the major academic requirements. Do whatever you can to boost your grades and take the time to really prepare for your SAT test. Consider retaking the SAT’s if you weren’t satisfied with your first results. Advanced Placement courses look great on your academic transcript, so take advantage of them if they are available and you qualify. Remember, higher grades will give you many more options for college admissions as well as for financial aid. 

High School 

High School tennis is often a way for players to shine-if you have a solid record, strong results in State tournaments and the qualifying tournaments. Also, coaches want to see players who continue to improve and have exhibited leadership—awards like Team Captain, Most Valuable Player, Most Inspirational, or Most Improved can be important indicators to a Coach. 

