COACHES  LOOK BACK AT 2013 BANNER YEAR

Friday, March 1st practice started for the 2013 season. NBC lost five players from last year’s starting nine. Under Meghin Stanton, the team worked hard during the off-season to compensate for the loss of the five starters. Stanton was tireless in her quest to ready the team for the 2013 season. Still, question marks existed. Added to this uncertainty was the addition of New Egypt to the league. RVRHS had won the league eight consecutive years and New Egypt had won their league for five consecutive years. The Burlington County Times predicted a dog fight between the two titans of the league. (Little did they know at the time that the only top dawg would come from Mansfield Road)  NBC was picked third in the league and even that was tempered with the thought that Moorestown could beat us out for the third spot. The Hounds answered the opening bell to the season with five freshmen in starting positions. The second game of the season would prove to be a great early season barometer of how well the Hounds would do. The game was at home against RVRHS. The Hounds responded behind the pitching of Meghin Stanton and two RBI’S off of the bat of Haile Bell to defeat their nemesis 3-0. The following night at Florence in front of a large and hostile crowd the Hounds lost a heartbreaker 2-1 after leading in the bottom of the seventh. It would be the first victory of the season for Florence who would remain undefeated until the state semifinals.Probably, the biggest win of the early season was a 13-2 thumping of New Egypt which was shortened because of the mercy rule. The Hounds continued to land haymakers all day causing the New Egypt coach to shake his head in admiration of the all out assault by the Hounds. He must have thought that McGwire had an early season air show.   The freshmen  played with a confidence and swagger not generally associated with young uns’. This was punctuated in the Cinnaminson game where the Hounds were down by four runs in the top of the seventh inning and growled back in this cuticle shredding drama. The comeback was highlighted by a home run off of the bat of Shaye Santos. Santos was also patrolling centerfield as if she were the Secretary of Defense. Megan Myernik and Kacie Herity were becoming the best double play combination in the County if not South Jersey. Rumors were that Utley and Rollins were watching youtube to get pointers from the dazzling duo. Rachel Taylor provided power and a cannon arm in the outfield that hissed like a python looking for a tasty treat. Alex Zulla was as steady at third as a jeweler selling diamonds on Valentine’s Day. Ashley Zulla was handling the catching and calling games like a card shark at a casino. Katie Barron was guarding left field like a sheep dawg herding the flock. Meredith Taylor was playing first base as if she had a glove on since birth. And Meghin Stanton. THE DAWG!!!! A pre season article in the BCT thought that she was an above average pitcher. Puhllllleeeeeaseeee!!!!!! By the end of the season, Stanton was the top pitcher in Burlington County. The offense had a season that surpassed any other since Coach Corcoran took over the reins as head coach. There were several other factors that led to the Dawgs success. The team chemistry was what every coach could only dream of having. Pasta parties, journeys to Paniera’s- a team built on trust and faith and, yes, true love of teammates. As indicated in a game recap, the presence of the Dawg Whisperer, Coach Heiser proved to be an enormous addition. His steady hand, his patience with the team and specifically the pitchers and catchers produced huge benefits for the Hounds. Stanton and Morgan Clauser drank from the fountain of knowledge imparted by Coach Heiser. Several games showed the resilience of the young Hounds. Down to both Millville and Maple Shade, the Cardiac Canines did not give up and roared to victory. In the semifinals of the BCSL, the Dawgs won with timely hitting from Savannah Bowen who reached first via a bunt and eventually scored on a Kacie Herity single as Bowen sharpened her razor sharp spikes- revved up her motor into fourth gear and did her best imitation of the Road Runner.  The first Maple Shade game, mind you-pitching for Maple Shade was one of the top five players to watch according to a preseason report, was one where the Hounds exploded for three home runs in one inning-four for the game. This game was made more special since it was a night home game and in storybook fashion, something that you see in movies, Meghin Stanton reached the 100 hit mark with a homerun. (Her second of the night)  WOW!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

The Hounds won the league for the first time since 2005, thereby earning jackets, went to the finals of the BCSL, were seeded third in Group Three Central Jersey, which by the way had more dangerous teams than a minefield on a battlefield, (definitely the toughest Group in the state) and finished with a 22-6 record. The Trentonian ranked them 10th in the area. Their losses, 2 to Florence- the Central Jersey Group I champ, one to West Deptford who made it to the finals of Group II South Jersey, one to Nottingham-Group III Central Jersey Semifinals, one to Allentown Group III Central Jersey Semifinals, and one to Ocean Twp. Cenral Jersey Group III third round finalist. The season was a huge makeover of records for offensive statistics. Meghin Stanton reached 100 hits and would end the season as the all-time leader in hits with 124. Stanton would also become the all-time leader in runs with 79,  rbi’s -70, doubles -26, triples -,7 homeruns -10 and bb’s 30. Meghin Stanton was more versatile than a Swiss Army knife. Pretty much if there was an offensive category leader, Meghin was there. Meredith Taylor set a season record with hits for a season with 49 and now has 87 going into her junior year. Kacie Herity now has 70 hits for her career. Ashley Zulla established a season record with 34 rbi’s and broke the record for most hits by a freshmen with 42. It is unlikely that any trio in South Jersey could match the hit output of Ashley, Meghin and Meredith. There was enough power there to light up a small city. Shaye Santos had three homeruns and Alex Zulla had two homeruns which would have been team leaders in other years. It is quite possible that over the next three years there will be seven new members of the 100 hit club.

 

Post season accolades.  The Trentonian placed Meredith Taylor and Meghin Stanton on their second team all area and Ashley Zulla third team. 

 

The Burlington County Times named Meghin Stanton Burlington County Times player of the year. This is the first time that anyone from NBC has won this honor. Along with being one of the top offensive players in the state, (the Allentown coach shook his head in awe of Stanton after the 20-11 pre Fourth of July fireworks display, and said that girl just hits the crap out of the ball) Stanton had a masterful year on the mound as she logged 139 innings with 134 K’s, 20 complete games, 17 wins, complimented by a microscopic 1.35 ERA. Are you kiddin, me?????? Meredith Taylor also made first team All-County. Many think that the Hounds should have had more representation on the first and second teams given that they were 13-0 in the league and only had County losses to Florence giving them a 16-2 record against anyone in the County who dared set foot on the diamond against the snarling Dawgs. . 

 

Meghin Stanton represented NBC in the senior all-star game played on Father’s Day in Cherry Hill. Meredith Taylor and Kacie Herity were part of the Burlington County team at the Carpenter’s Cup which wound up as one of the top four teams out of sixteen. Herity and Taylor enjoyed a break out series and were highlighted in several articles in the Courier Post and Burlington County Times.

 

So there you have it. An unbelievable ride in 2013. A bittersweet season. 11 of 12 varsity players will return for 2014 along with a bumper crop of jv players from a 13-3 record and undefeated freshmen team( also winners of the Cherry Hill Freshmen Tournament) but the heart of the team, the captain of the ship will go onto William Paterson to continue her remarkable career as both a field hockey player and The Dawg on the mound. The wish and hope here is that the passion and love inspired by Meghin Stanton will resonate with the Hounds and will therefore reflect on the Greatest Dawg of them all.

Softball: Storm cools off Burlco squad
by Connor Hughes Correspondent PhillyBurbs.com 
PHILADELPHIA — After an impressive 13-3 opening-round victory over Mid-Penn in the ninth annual Softball Carpenter Cup on Tuesday, few of the 16 competing teams were hotter than Burlington County.
Then Mother Nature bombarded FDR Park with thunder, lightning and torrential rain, cooling off some of the county's best players as Burlco fell to Delaware South 8-3 in a second-round game.
 

“After the rain we just didn’t get back into it as well as we should have,” Northern Burlington’s Kacie Herity said.
Prior to the rain, which paused the game just one pitch into the sixth inning, Burlington County was knotted up at 3 against the tournament favorites, thanks to a trend started versus Mid-Penn.
In the first game, Burlington County scored seven first-inning runs and then added three more in the first against Delaware South.
Herity got Burlington County going early in the second game with an RBI single, scoring Cherokee’s Tricia Griffin.
The junior then advanced to second on a bunt, stole third and came home on teammate Meredith Taylor’s double.
 

“We were doing pretty well early on,” Herity said.
But Burlington County’s good fortune ran out when the Delaware South coach elected to go to the bullpen to start the third inning, calling on Hailey Andrews.
Andrews displayed what has led many to label the sophomore one of the top pitchers in Delaware, throwing four innings of one-hit baseball, striking out 10.
“She definitely had a lot of speed,” Herity said. “She was able to get us with the high stuff and that killed our bats.”
With Andrews on the mound, Burlington County was unable to get anything going offensively as Delaware South tacked on five runs in the top of the seventh to leave victorious.
Despite the loss, Herity and her teammates' hopes of bringing home the county's first Carpenter Cup aren't done just yet. Because the tournament is double elimination, Burlington County now enters a win-or-go-home situation.
 

We just need to come out tomorrow ready to go,” coach Shelly Garbe said. “We’re going to go out there and try to knock off some teams and make our way through the losers' bracket. We’re going to try to have some fun with this.”
Despite practicing together just once prior to the start of the tournament, Herity says she and her teammates have instantly “hit it off,” and believes the chemistry is reason teams shouldn’t take Burlington County lightly.
“Even in a short time we’ve just been jelling,” Herity said. “We’ve all hit it off really well. We deserve to be here. It’s fun to be out here with girls that just love the game.”
Burlington County is scheduled to play Jersey Shore at 1:45 p.m. on Wednesday. Jersey Shore is coming off a loss to Delaware North.
Carpenter Cup softbal: Play between Burlco, Delaware South is stopped
PHILADELPHIA — Kacie Herity and Meredith Taylor looked like they were having a lot of fun on Tuesday afternoon at the Softball Carpenter Cup Classic.
Both are teammates for the Burlington County team in the ninth annual classic and they are also softball teammates at Northern Burlington High School as well.
Then, throw in the fact that their head coach at Northern Burlington — Tara Corcoran — is an assistant coach for Burlington County and it’s no wonder that the pair played as relaxed as they could be.
Burlington County defeated Mid-Penn 13-3 in their opening game at FDR Park, then was tied 3-3 with Delaware South at the bottom of the sixth inning when the game was halted due to a thunderstorm.
“I’m just so proud of them, there’s no pressure in this situation, this setting,” Corcoran said. “To have them here and the opportunity for the Carpenter Cup. You want to win, but it’s a relaxed atmosphere, they have fun, they’re playing with girls they’ve played with all year. I’m so excited for them to get that opportunity and then to be able to make plays happen, I’m like a proud mom.”
Herity, a shortstop, and Taylor, a first baseman, helped fuel their team’s three-run first-inning, which gave them a one-run lead until Delaware South tied it up in the fifth.
“I love playing with Mere,” said Herity, who had two hits in the second game. “We bounce off each other, we pick each other up. It’s awesome just both of us getting hits like we do in high school and travel. It’s just really fun with her. Me and Meredith both love (Corcoran). She’s awesome. She’s a great person to have with us.”
Said Taylor, a rising junior: “It’s really good. We both played infield together for the Northern Burlington team. I know she’ll always be there, because of how we played for our school team. It’s just really good having somebody there that I know that’s backing me up on everything.”
Delaware South took a 2-0 lead at the top of the first on a two-run double by Kylie Nelson.
Burlington County pulled within 2-1 at the bottom of the inning on an RBI single by Herity, a rising senior, which scored Tricia Griffin (Cherokee), who’d singled. Taylor’s huge two-run double made it 3-2 and brought in Herity and Connor Gilligan (Shawnee), who’d reached on a fielder’s choice.
“It’s definitely a very intense game, a nail-biter,” said Herity, who hit .341 with 31 hits, 28 runs and 10 RBIs for Northern Burlington this season. “We just need to come back when we play this game again, just keep pounding, stringing those hits together and get the runs we need to win.”
Taylor credited the others for getting on base and getting hits before her big double.
“I think we got off to a slow start, but everybody got hits leading up to my double, so that obviously worked out really well,” said Taylor, who hit .479 with 46 hits, 23 RBIs and 14 runs scored for Northern Burlington (22-6) this season. “I was just trying to get a hit for the team. I really want to win this.”
Delaware South tied the game at the top of the fifth on an RBI double by Kate Richard. Florence’s Anna Reed was in the pitcher’s circle at the time, having just taken over for starter Britani Esser (Westampton Tech).
Corcoran was extremely proud of her players.
“They’re just out there to have fun,” Corcoran said. “They’re such good kids and good players. After a while, they’re able to separate the two and realize, there’s no pressure. Let’s just have fun and see what we can do.”
SOFTBALL: PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Stanton quietly led Northern to new heights
 

Posted: Wednesday, June 19, 201312:00 am | Updated: 9:53 am, Wed Jun 19, 2013.
By John A. Lewis Staff writer
Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran spent all season praising Meghin Stanton’s leadership and still felt like she couldn’t say enough.
Stanton humbly deflected credit for Northern Burlington’s memorable 2013 campaign, and her first reaction to the news that Corcoran had compared her at one point to a drill sergeant was a giggle.
Stanton didn’t really need to say anything to be the Greyhounds’ leader though — except maybe “do it like I do it.”
If you’re the Burlington County Times Softball Player of the Year, that’s the best advice you could possibly give.
The William Paterson University-bound Stanton led the team in hitting, with a .505 average, 46 hits, a county-high 14 doubles, a triple and six home runs. She stole nine bases, scored 36 runs and drove in 27 more.
Stanton, a left-hander, also had a 17-5 pitching record, with six shutouts among her 20 complete games. She struck out 134 hitters while compiling a 1.35 earned run average.
The numbers are the part you can measure, of course.
According to Corcoran, there’s a lot more to No. 10.
“Meghin just brings complete leadership that is unmatched,” Corcoran said. “We’re very young, but we have the leadership to help the younger girls get the confidence to make things happen and make the plays that they need to.”
Northern made enough plays to run the table in Burlington County Scholastic League Liberty Division play. The Greyhounds’ 13-0 record earned them their first Liberty crown since 2005. They reached the BCSL Tournament final and the Central Jersey Group 3 quarterfinals.
 


HS SOFTBALL: Florence breaks out bats to win BCSL tourney title
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BORDENTOWN — On a sizzling and humid night, Florence got hot early and was able to cool off Northern Burlington, 9-4, to claim the Burlington County Scholastic League tournament title in a contest full of timely hitting, good pitching and action worthy of a championship game. 
 

In the first inning neither team would get anything going offensively but that all changed in the second inning. 
 

Florence starting pitcher Anna Reed, who would eventually be named the tournament’s Most Valuable Player, set down NBC and then got the Flashes on the board. With two runners on base via a walk and a single, Reed would attempt a sacrifice bunt and ended up popping out but the NBC catcher tried to pick the runner off of first and threw the ball away, giving Florence the 1-0 lead. The onslaught had just begun as the Flashes would bat around in the inning. 
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RELATED ASSETS
Gina Bruno walked with the bases loaded and Ashlee Riccardi had a huge two-RBI single to bring the lead to 4-0. Katelyn Poretti and Lacey Olaff tacked on RBI singles of their own to stake Florence to a 6-0 lead. 
The Greyhounds’ offense remained stagnant until the fourth inning when they began to show some life. 
 

Ashley Zulla began the inning with a single and that was followed by an Alex Zulla single setting the stage for Rachel Taylor to crack a monster two-RBI double to cut the lead to 6-2. 
 

NBC tacked on single runs in the fifth and sixth innings on an Ashley Zulla fielder’s choice and a Meghan Stanton single bringing the score to 6-4. 
 

With its lead cut down to two, Florence looked to add some insurance in the bottom of the sixth. Stanton, the starter for the Greyhounds, got two quick outs but ran into trouble when her defense committed two costly errors behind her. 
 

Riccardi started the Flashes rally with a walk. Proetti would then reach on an error and Rachel LeVach would drive the nail in the coffin with a two-RBI double that reached the wall out in center field. 
 

LeVach, who reached base in all four at bats on the day, said about her at bat: “Their pitcher was throwing a lot outside, her screwball and rise ball, and I crowded the plate looking for a pitch to hit. Luckily, it was right down the middle.” The Florence inning ended with another run courtesy of an NBC error, bringing the score to 9-4. 
 

With the BCSL title, Florence has completed two of its preseason goals and looks to work on its third goal Friday. 
 

“It feels good to win the title,” said Flashes coach Geo Chwastyk. In the preseason we set three goals: win our Division, win Burlington County, and win Central Jersey. Tomorrow, we get to work on Central Jersey.” 
 

Florence gets a third crack against familiar foe, New Egypt, in the Central Jersey Sectional Tournament.LeVach would later echo her coach. 
 

“This win feels amazing,” she said. “We worked so hard and it’s nice to win it.” 
 

For NBC coach Tara Corcoran there were only positive things to say. 
 

“When we got down I didn’t have to do anything to rally the troops,” she said. “They are all fighters. I love this team. I have never seen a team with so much chemistry. Megan is our only senior so it’s good to see them bond.” 
 

For LeVach and the rest of the Flashes, their state title dream continues Friday, but for now a night, they will celebrate the BCSL title. 
 

Northern Burlington 000 211 0 – 4 
 

Florence 060 003 x - 9
WP: Reed. LP: Stanton. 
 

2B: NBC-Taylor; F-LeVach. RBI: NBC-Taylor 2, Zulla, Stanton; F-LeVach 2, Riccardi 2, Olaff 2, Reed, Bruno, Proetti. 
SOFTBALL: FLORENCE 9, N. BURLINGTON 4
Flashes claim county crown
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By John A. Lewis Staff writer
 

BORDENTOWN — There can’t be any doubt now.
 

There really wasn’t much before.
 

The FlorenceHigh School softball team is the best that the Burlington County Scholastic League has to offer.
 

The unbeaten Flashes earned that distinction Thursday with a 9-4 victory over Northern Burlington in the BCSL Tournament championship game at BordentownHigh School.
 

“The importance of this was it maybe validated our season,” Florence coach George Chwastyk said. “It’s the second of the three things we tried to do. We wanted to win the division, we wanted to get into this tournament and win it.”
 

The Flashes will set off in pursuit of the third goal again Friday, when they host New Egypt in the Central Jersey Group 1 title game. Florence is 2-0 against the Warriors this year.
 

“It feels great, and it is very important, because it shows how strong of a team we are and how much we’ve accomplished,” Florence catcher Rachael LeVach said.
 

The Flashes (23-0) struck for six runs in the bottom of the second inning. An error led to the first run. Gina Bruno drew a bases-loaded walk a moment later, then Ashlee Riccardi rapped a two-run single that gave Florence a 4-0 advantage.
 

“I was just trying to rip it down the middle somewhere,” Riccardi said. “I was just looking outside. She (Northern pitcher Meghin Stanton) throws outside a lot, because she’s a lefty.”
 

Kaitlyn Poretti followed with an RBI hit, then Lacey Olaff made it 6-0 with a two-out single.
 

“It was important to have a good inning and make them work to get back in the game,” LeVach said. “They’re a good team and they do come from behind most of the time.”
 

It was far from over at that point, though.
 

A two-run double by Rachel Taylor got Northern into the game in the fourth. Ashley Zulla brought home a run on an RBI fielder’s choice in the fifth, and Stanton singled in a run to make it 6-4 in the sixth. The Greyhounds had the tying run at first base when Reed induced an infield pop to end the sixth.
 

“The beauty of this team is that they never give up,” Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran. “When it’s two outs in the seventh inning, they’re still trying to do whatever they need to do to get a run, and (change the game) in our favor.”
 

The Flashes weren’t ready to call it a night either, though. LeVach hit a two-run double in the sixth that put Florence back up by four. An error brought the final run across a moment later.
 

“We had a few innings that were shaky and we weren’t getting the bat on the ball, but we showed in the last two innings that we could,” LeVach said. “It felt really good to get a couple hits, because I’ve been in a slump lately.”
 

Northern Burlington (23-6) was eliminated from the Central Jersey Group 3 playoffs by OceanTownship on May 23, and found itself in the unique situation of having only this game to look forward to.
 

“There was a lot of team bonding, and we had some good hitting practices,” Stanton said. “I liked it, because we knew we had only one more game. We could sit there and prepare and try to play our best. I tried not to think about it (during) the game, but now it’s finally hitting me that this is my last game.”
 

Chwastyk, who plans to retire at the end of the season, hopes he’s still three games from that experience. The next one, win or lose, will be the last on his home field.
 

“No second thoughts,” he said, laughing. “It’s time for the young kids to take over. I just don’t want the last bus ride to be this one.”
Softball: Ocean Township too strong for Northern Burlington
MANSFIELD — Winners of 11 straight games, it seemed as if nothing could cool off the red-hot Northern Burlington softball team.
Mother Nature accepted the challenge as the Greyhounds fell to the Ocean Township Spartans 10-3 in the rain-drenched Central Jersey Group 2 quarterfinals.
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“We let the uncontrollables get in our head,” Northern’s Kacie Herity said. “We let the rain get in our head, the strike zone get in our head. We’re disappointed.”
After jumping to a 2-0 lead in the second inning as Herity drove in both runs with a single, Northern quickly saw its lead dissipate as the rain began to fall.
Struggling with her grip, pitcher Meghin Stanton found herself having to get away from her signature screwball.
“I tried throwing different pitches and I just couldn’t,” Stanton said. “It wasn’t working. I just had to throw fastballs and hope for the best.”
Knowing very well what was coming, the Spartans simply began waiting for their pitch and the waiting paid off.
Ocean Township added three runs in the third, two in the fourth and fifth, and five in the sixth.
The Spartans’ offense was lead by starting pitcher Gianna Kinhofer. The senior was 3-for-4 with two homers and five RBIs while picking up the win.
“Give them credit,” Northern coach Tara Corcoran said. “They hit the crap out of the ball. (Gianna) is one heck of a player.”
After scoring two runs in the second, Northern was never able to get its bats going again.
“We could have done a lot better at the plate,” Herity said. “We just didn’t have our bats today.”
“We really just weren’t as disciplined as we have been in the past,” Corcoran said. “We weren’t as smart in the box, that hurt us.”
While the loss knocks Northern Burlington out of the playoffs, the season is far from over for the Greyhounds.
Wednesday afternoon, Northern will battle undefeated Florence for the Burlington County Scholastic League title.
On April 8, the Greyhounds and Flashes battled in a nailbitter. Northern took a lead into the top of the seventh inning before Florence fought back for a 2-1 victory.
“We want revenge from that last game, we want to win it,” Herity said. “We’re putting everything into this one.”
“We know they’re a good team, but we also know we can hang with them,” Corcoran said. “It’s our last game, we’re going in there knowing we have nothing to lose.”
While the rematch will be the last game of the season for Northern Burlington, it will also mark the end of Stanton’s Greyhound career.
The senior already knows the nerves will be high.
“I don’t know if I’m going to be able to sleep before,” Stanton said, smiling. “I’m going to have to try to push my emotions aside knowing it will be my last game.”
“We’re 22-5, it’s been a great year. I’m happy this is how my senior season went,” Stanton said.
“Hopefully, I’ll end it being 23-5.”
No late-inning magic for Northern Burlington County High softball during Ocean Township romp
MANSFIELD — Before Thursday, the Northern Burlington County High softball team had grown so accustomed to 
working its magic in the fifth and sixth innings this season that the three-run deficit the Greyhounds faced entering the fifth against Ocean in the NJSIAA Central Jersey Group III Tournament was almost welcomed.
“That’s the beauty of this team,” Northern Burlington head coach Tara Corcoran said. “They’re not like, ‘We’re losing, we’re done.’ They know they’ve come back from worse deficits and had the capability of making it happen.”
The Greyhounds matched the Spartans’ run in the top of the fifth in the bottom of the frame but Ocean’s Gianna Kinhofer — as she had done both at the plate and on the mound all game — put an end to the magic in what became a 10-3 romp.
Kinhofer smacked a solo homer to left field to lead off the fifth — her second of the game — to spark a five-run inning and retired six of the seven batters she faced over the final two innings as No. 6 seed Ocean secured the victory over No 3 seed Northern Burlington.
“Credit to them,” Corcoran said of Ocean. “We’ve been in the position where we’ve had to come back from that kind of deficit and we’ve been successful. It just didn’t go our way today. But (Ocean) played a heck of a game.”
The Greyhounds jumped out to a 2-0 lead by pushing across a pair of unearned runs in the bottom of the second. But as would become a running theme, Kinhofer stole the momentum right back.
After Greyhounds starter Meghin Stanton issued consecutive walks to lead off the third, Kinhofer lined a 0-1 pitch to deep left field for a three-run homer.
“She’s a good hitter but that’s a pitch I’d like to have back,” Stanton, a four-year starter – the last three of which came on the mound — and the Greyhounds’ lone senior, said.
Ashley Zulla laced a one-out double down the left-field line in the fifth and scored on Rachel Taylor’s RBI groundout as Northern Burlington stayed within striking distance, 5-3, entering the sixth inning.
After Kinhofer’s second homer, the Spartans reached on a pair of errors and had three different balls split defenders.
“Normally when that’s happened this season it would only happen one inning and we’d put it behind us,” Stanton said of the turbulence. “Today I feel like we had a lot of emotions going on and we just kind of let it snowball.”
Fortunately for the Greyhounds, they have a double shot at redemption next Wednesday to atone for the playoff loss to Ocean as well as a regular-season loss to Florence when they take on the Flashes at Bordentown High for the Burlington County Scholastic League tournament title. 
Florence beat Northern Burlington, 2-1, on a walk-off single earlier this season.
“We played them before so we have a good idea of who they are,” Stanton said. “We’re just going to go out there, play really hard and hopefully we beat them.”
Contact Kevin Maloney at kevmaloney33@yahoo.com. Follow him on Twitter at kevmaloney33.
OCEAN TOWNSHIP 10, NORTHERN BURLINGTON 3
Ocean Twp. (19-5) 003 115 0 — 10 11 3
N. Burlington (22-5) 020 010 0 — 3 4 2
2B— OT: Sabrina Batista, Jenna Ambrosio; 
NB: Ashley Zulla. HR— OT: Gianna Kinhofer 2; RBI— OT: Kinhofer 5, Ambrosio 2, Emily Butler; NB: Rachel Taylor.
WP— Kinhofer (19-5). LP— Meghin Stanton (17-4).
SOFTBALL: N. BURLINGTON 1, BORDENTOWN 0
Northern's Stanton outduels Dalton
 
Posted: Wednesday, May 22, 20136:49 pm | Updated: 7:41 pm, Wed May 22, 2013. 
 
By Connor Hughes Correspondent
 
MANSFIELD — It was much more reminiscent of a boxing match than a softball game, pitting two of the county’s top pitchers head-to-head for a chance to play Florence for the Burlington County Scholastic League tournament title.
 
In the left corner wearing blue and silver was Northern Burlington’s Meghin Stanton; in the right dressed in black and gold, Bordentown’s Chrissy Dalton.
 
They matched each other stride for stride Wednesday, each waiting for the decisive knockout blow. At the end of the 7th “round” Stanton’s arm was raised as the winner of a 1-0 pitchers' duel.
 
“Personally, I would have liked it if we had some more runs,” Stanton said. “Right now we’re relaxed, we just come into these games ready to win.”
 
Through the first 4½ innings both Stanton and Dalton were pitching shutouts, sending batters down practically before they reached the plate.
 
Stanton, though, knew insurance runs were bound to come.
 
“We like to score later in the games,” Stanton said. “It’s just what we do now, when I was out there pitching I was just waiting for us to get going.”
 
Stanton’s waiting finally paid off in the bottom of the fifth. Savannah Bowen reached on a single, then Shaye Santos advanced her with a sacrifice bunt.
 
That brought Kacie Herity to the plate.
 
“I knew we needed something to get us going,” Herity said. “We needed a spark to light the fire.”
 
Herity provided it, lacing a single to center field bringing home the game's lone run.
 
“As soon as Savannah came home I was like ‘we’re in this now,’ I knew we had a shot, actually more than a shot, I knew we could win this,” Herity said.
 
The Scotties didn’t go down without throwing a few more potential knockout shots.
 
Twice, Bordentown stranded runners at third. In the top of the sixth the Scotties' fastest baserunner — Jayme Kagel — reached on a single but was retired two pitches later on a 4-6-3 double play.
 
In the top of the seventh, Bordentown made one more last-ditch effort, putting runners at first and second with two down.
 
Again, Stanton got out of the jam.
 
“She (Stanton) is just playing so confident, she has the players believing she can do it,” Northern coach Tara Corcoran said. “It goes throughout the entire team, we all know we can do it.”
 
The Greyhounds, seeded second, are taking what they know and are teaching it to everyone else in the county, turning the once underdogs into alpha-dogs.
 
The victory Wednesday was Northern Burlington’s 11th straight. The Greyhounds know, though, their toughest test will come when they face No. 1 seed and undefeated Florence for the BCSL tournament title May 29, 6 p.m. at Bordentown.
 
In a regular-season meeting April 8, Northern lost a heartbreaker to the Flashes 2-1, building up even more hype for the rematch.
 
“We want revenge for that last game,” Herity said. “It was a close one and we know we can play with them. We just need to play our game and get this title.”
 
Corcoran knows what advice she’ll be giving her team prior to the game.
 
“Just win,” Corcoran said, smiling. “Have fun and enjoy it. It’s an honor to be playing here.”
HS SOFTBALL: NBC rolls past Princeton in playoff opener

BY MIKE HOLCOMBE

For The Trentonian

Posted: Tuesday, 05/21/13 08:22 pm

OLUMBUS — The New York Yankees of the 1920’s and 30’s were famous for late rallies that came to be known as “five o’clock thunder,” but what Northern Burlington did to Princeton in a first-round state tournament game Monday was probably more akin to a blitzkrieg.

That’s because the Greyhounds turned loose every offensive weapon it had in a sudden ferocity and rolled over the beleaguered Tigers, scoring 10 runs in a span of only two thirds of an inning to win 10-0 in five.

After a BCSL semifinal game with Bordentown Wednesday, the win moves Northern into the second round of the Central Jersey Group II Softball Tournament at home Thursday against Ocean Township.

 

The score was tied 0-0 with two outs in the bottom of the fourth before Kacie Herity finally broke the deadlock with a two run single. Northern Burlington never stopped hitting until Ashley Zulla’s RBI single with one out in the fifth brought in the game ending run.

 

Amazingly, it seemed as if the Greyhound hitters still had a lot more gas left in their tank as Zulla’s single would have been at least a double and scored two, if it hadn’t been the game ender, and Northern was showing no signs of easing up.

“Until the game is over, I’m confident we can come back from any deficit,” Northern head coach Tara Corcoran said of her team’s explosive offensive ability. “It starts with Meghin (Stanton, the team’s pitcher and only senior) not giving up and not being satisfied until the game is over. We’ve had two walk off wins this year, so I have confidence in our ability to score.”

It’s not surprising that Corcoran would talk about the rally as a comeback as Princeton pitcher Sarah Eisenach dominated the Northern Burlington lineup through the first three innings. Although lacking great speed, Eisenach was all pitch location and changing speeds as she had opposing hitters swinging early, late and straight up on a variety of pitches. She allowed only one solid hit through three, a double to left by Meredith Taylor, and pitched her way out of a bases loaded, one out jam in the second.

It was actually a Princeton throwing error that opened the door for the six run fourth inning, but even in spite of that miscue, Northern Burlington had plenty of hits left in its bats. After two times through the order, Eisenach had clearly run out of tricks to hold off its explosive hitters. Meanwhile, Northern pitcher Stanton never let a Princeton runner past second, spreading out four hits over five innings.

“She deserved better,” Princeton coach Dave Boehm said of his pitchers’ effort. “Sarah really did pitch a good game.

“It was a tough way for the seniors to end (the season.) It was a closer game than it appeared but it’s still 10-0 on the scoreboard. Overall, I thought we had a good season. We got 11 wins. I would have liked to have gotten 12, but not today.”

A single by Alex Zulla had started the Northern fourth and after Princeton misplayed Savannah Bowen’s sacrifice bunt, Herity’s single put the Greyhounds up 2-0. Stanton followed with another single and after a walk to Meredith Taylor, Ashley Zulla drove in two runs with a triple. Two more runs scored on wild pitches.

In the fifth, Northern put seven straight runners on base after making an opening out. Megan Mayernik singled and Bowen laid down a perfect bunt to reach safely before number nine hitter Shaye Santos put a final exclamation point on the power surge by crushing a no-doubt-about-it three run homer deep over the fence in dead center field.

Princeton 000 00 - 0 2 0
Northern Burlington 000 64 - 10 11 0

WP-Stanton LP-S. Eisenach; HR: N-Santos; 3B; N-As. Zulla; 2B: N-Taylor; RBI: N-Santos 3, As. Zulla 3, Herity 2.

SOFTBALL: N. BURLINGTON 4, MAPLE SHADE 3
Rally sends N. Burlington into BCSL tourney semifinal
 
By Connor Hughes, Correspondent | Posted: Wednesday, May 15, 20138:45 pm
 
MANSFIELD — With two swings of the bat, Meredith Taylor turned the Northern Burlington Greyhounds into the Cardiac Canines.
 
Northern Burlington completed a four-run comeback to defeat the Maple Shade Wildcats 4-3 in a Burlington County Scholastic League tournament quarterfinal Wednesday.
 
“I was shaking a little after,” Taylor said. “I’m so happy, I can’t stop smiling.”
 
Early on it seemed as though whoever found a way to score would be the winner. Brittany Granahan of Maple Shade and Meghin Stanton of Northern found themselves in a pitchers' duel.
 
Granahan didn’t allow a run until the sixth. Stanton struck out six of the first seven batters she faced.
 
“In my warmups my screwball was really working and I was throwing a lot of that in the beginning,” said Stanton, who finished with eight strikeouts. “Then I tried to mix it up, that’s where things got funky.”
 
Stanton’s change of pace allowed the Wildcats to tack on three runs in the fourth and fifth innings.
 
“We’ve battled back before,” Northern coach Tara Corcoran said. “We’ve learned from the past, it’s what keeps us growing.”
 
With the Greyhounds trailing 3-0 after the top of the sixth, Taylor stepped to the plate knowing her team needed a boost.
 
“I just wanted to give our team a pick-me-up,” Taylor said. “I knew we were feeling pretty low.”
 
Taylor provided it in the form of a solo home run over the center-field wall.
 
“We needed a spark,” Corcoran said. “Meredith came through and delivered. That was the spark that made these girls realize ‘yes we can do this.’ ”
 
Northern added another run in the bottom of the sixth. The Greyhounds turned a 9-5 double play to get through the top of the seventh to keep their deficit at one run.
 
Shaye Santos and Kacie Herity reached on infield singles to start the bottom of the seventh. Both moved up on Stanton's sacrifice bunt.
 
That brought Taylor to the plate again, with a chance to finish what she started. This time she delivered a two-run double and a walk-off victory.
 
“That was awesome,” Corcoran said. “As Kacie was rounding third she was yelling because she knew she was scoring, it was awesome. I’m so happy.”
 
“This feels so good,” Stanton said. “I’m honestly at a loss for words.”
 
As for Taylor, her game-winner caught her a bit by surprise.
 
“It’s funny I actually didn’t even know we won,” Taylor said, still smiling. “I was standing on second thinking the game was still gonna go on. I forgot the score.”
 
Taylor came to realize that her hit advanced Northern Burlington to a semifinal date with Bordentown at a time to be determined. The winner will meet Florence in the title game Sunday at New Egypt.
 
“We know what we need to do,” Taylor said. “We need to stay on top of our game, play our game, and win every inning.”
 
“They’re (Bordentown) a good team,” Stanton said. “We know if we play our game and we hit well it’s going to be close.”
 
Asked what the Greyhounds need to do to reach the final, Corcoran's answer was simple:
“Win.”
 
(http://burlingtoncountytimes.com/)
[image: image5.jpg]Megan Mayemik is a
freshman second baseman
for the Northern Buriington

softball team, which
Is closing in on its first
Burlington County Scholastic
League Liberty Division tile
since the 2005 season, Here
are her thoughts on a few
topics:

How long have you played
softball and why did you
start?

1v8 been playing for 10
years, just because | like the
game.

What's been your biggest
thrill as a softball piayer?
Making a diving play about a
year ago to save a game.

Where does the nickname
“Frog” come from?

When | bat, | stand like a
frog, apparently.

Does your uniform number
(4) have any significance?

Not really. Sorry.

Who would you say is your
biggest role model?
Amanda Fried. She played
for the U.S, Women's
National Team, and I just
fook up to her.

‘What do you want to be
doing 10 years from now?

Doing something with
softball. Probably coaching
or helping out, but doing
something.





Brunck powers Redbirds to Allentown tourney title

By RICK FORTENBAUGH
Staff Writer 
ALLENTOWN — Although no one could have known it at the time, when Maddie Brunck crunched the first pitch of the game over the fence it set the entire tone for yesterday’ Allentown Softball Tournament. 
It also set the stage for one of the greatest one-day individual performances in the history of Mercer County softball as Brunck would go on to rip four homers, collect seven hits and drive in 11 runs to lead her team to the title of its own tournament. 
It started with a 7-2 win over Peddie in which Brunck homered to start the top of the first and hard-hitting catcher Erin Drennan also belted her eighth homer of the season. 
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The middle game of the tournament, which became a round robin when Bishop Ahr pulled out, found Northern Burlington defeating Peddie, 4-3, behind the pitching of Meghin Stanton and a two-run single by Ashley Zulla. Stanton and Zulla each had two hits to help hold off a late rally by Peddie (11-4). 
This set up a winner-take-all game between Allentown (16-4) and Northern Burlington (10-4) in a contest that had more hits than Elvis Presley. 
In the end it was Allentown emerging on top by the score of 20-11. Throughout the game it looked like the Redbirds were going to run-rule the Burlington County team, but Tara Corcoran’s scrappy NBC club kept fighting with two runs in the fifth, five in the sixth and three in the seventh. 
In a real oddity, Northern Burlington lost this game despite belting what could very well be a school record 10 doubles, including three by Stanton. 
The fact it wasn’t nearly enough was because high-powered Allentown busted out with 24 hits against NBC’s back-up pitcher Morgan Clauser. 
Amazingly, Brunck actually struck out the first time she came to bat against NBC. From there, however, the Allentown senior, who has received a scholarship to St. Joe’s University, smacked an RBI single, a three-run homer, a two-run homer, an RBI single and a three-run homer. 
That’s a whole season worth of offensive production for most players.
Although Brunck drove in half her team’s runs all by herself, there were plenty of other Redbirds who got in on the act. Headed to Syracuse, Kristina Kinsey collected four hits, including three on perfectly placed bunt singles. 
In addition, Chelsea Turner and Drennan each collected three hits and three RBIs. Erica Nugent also had two hits for an Allentown team that locked up the No. 3 seed in the Mercer County Tournament. 
Among Northern Burlington’s 16 hits in this slugfest were the three doubles by Stanton as well as two doubles, a single and three RBIs by Meredith Taylor. Rachel Taylor also lined a three-run double in a losing effort. 
Allentown (15-4) 501 001 0 - 7 11 3 
Peddie (11-3) 001 000 1 x -2 6 4 
WP-Peterson. LP-Hattman. HR-Brunck (A), Drennan (A). 
Peddie (11-4) 000 021 0 - 3 
No. Burlington (10-3) 301 000 0 - 4 
WP-Stanton. LP-Hattman. WP-Bollmeyer (P), Clausen (P). 
Allentown (16-4) 315 025 4 - 20 24 3 
Northern Burlington (10-4) 001 025 3 - 11 16 3 
WP-Dominici. LP-Clauser. 2B-Turner (A), Drennan (A), Mayernik (NB), Ashley Zulla (NB), Santos (NB), Stanton (NB) 3, R. Taylor (NB), M. Taylor (NB) 2, Herrity (NB). HR-Brunck (A) 3. RBIs: NB-Herrity, Stanton 2, M. Taylor 3, Ashley Zulla, R. Taylor 3, Santos. A-Brunck 9. Turner 3, Drennan 3, Nugent, Minar, Macaluso.
HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL: Nottingham wins thriller to extend winning streak to six
HAMILTON — The calendar said it was still April, but yesterday’s Northern Burlington at Nottingham softball team sure had the feel of a playoff game in late May. 
In a well-played match-up of two teams that don’t normally face each other, Nottingham won its sixth straight game when it captured a 2-1 thriller over Northern Burlington in nine innings. 
There was very little to chose between the two teams as NBC’s Meghin Stanton and Jamie Terry engaged in a great pitchers’ duel for seven innings. 
In the end, however, it was freshman Kristin Hallam getting the win in relief when Alyssa James stroked a one-out single in the ninth and Terry blasted a game-winning double in the right center gap. 
[image: image8.png]


RELATED ASSETS
[image: image9.png]


“It’s great to play teams from outside your league,’’ said Nottingham coach Danielle Wilson, whose team was coming off a 1-0 win over Pennsylvania’s Bensalem on Saturday morning. “Both of these games have been battles right to the end.’’ 
Northern Burlington (9-3) took the lead in the top of the sixth with a big help from Nottingham’s only two errors in an otherwise strong defensive effort by the Northstars. 
In this inning, a booted ground ball, a single by talented freshman Ashley Zulla and a walk led to a grounder off the bat of Alex Zulla that was misplayed in the infield, allowing Meredith Taylor to trot home with the NBC run.
Before being relieved by Hallam to start the top of the eighth, Terry was brilliant by allowing just six hits and the one very unearned run. 
The only problem for Nottingham, of course, was the same held true for Stanton, who had a no-hitter going in the fifth before Jen Hallam singled. Down by a run entering the the bottom of the sixth, Nottingham finally got going when Brittany Kelly crunched a long double that one-hopped off the center field fence. Stanton came back to get Val Suto to pop up, but Kristin Hallam then stroked an RBI single to center. 
When Hallam advanced to second on the play, Nottingham had a chance to take the lead right there. Employing an unconventional strategy with its No. 3 batter up and a speedy runner on second, Wilson had James bunt. 
James got the sac down, but NBC was all too happy to trade a base for the second out. Stanton then got out of the sixth on a hard grounder by Terry to first base. 
Northern Burlington, which had no errors and had right fielder Rachel Taylor throw out two batters at first, actually made some of its best contact of the game when Nottingham brought in its No. 1 pitcher Kristin Hallam. Particularly in the eighth when Meredith Taylor and Ashley Zulla smacked back-to-back singles with one out. But as was the case in the next inning as well, Kristin Hallam was able to get a key strikeout to keep NBC off the board. 
This led to Terry’s game-winning double for a surging Nottingham team that is now 10-5 after a 4-5 start. 
“We made some mistakes, but Nottingham also played a very good game,’’ said NBC’s classy coach Tara Corcoran. “It’s good to be in games like this because it helps get out ready for what to expect in the playoffs.’’ 
Northern Burlington (9-3) 000 001 000 - 1 8 0 
Nottingham (9-5) 000 001 001 - 2 5 2 
WP-K. Hallam (7-2). LP-Stanton (9-3). 2B-Kelly (N), Terry (N). RBIs: N-K. Hallam, Terry
SOFTBALL: N. BURLINGTON 5, MOORESTOWN 1
Softball: Stanton clears traffic from Northern Burlington's road to victory 
By Joe Tansey Correspondent | Posted: Thursday, April 25, 2013 12:00 am 
MOORESTOWN — Getting out of one bases-loaded jam unscathed is always an accomplishment. Getting out of three in one softball game proves how resilient a pitcher truly is.
Northern Burlington’s Meghin Stanton faced not one, not two, but three such situations — in consecutive innings — in the Greyhounds’ 5-1 win over Moorestown in a Burlington County Scholastic League Liberty Division game Wednesday.
Stanton conceded just one run, in the sixth inning on a Lex Massa sacrifice fly, during the stretch in which she flirted with disaster.
“I don’t have to worry too much about Meghin in situations like that,” Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. “I have plenty of confidence in her.”
In all three of those innings, Moorestown had the bags loaded with one out.
“I was just focusing on my catcher’s mitt and hitting my spots,” Stanton said.
In the fourth, Stanton struck out Alyssa Lukridge and forced Jackie D’Argenio into a ground out to end the Moorestown rally.
In the fifth, it was strikeouts of Allison Francisco and Molina Semple that got Stanton out of trouble.
In the sixth, Stanton allowed the Quakers to score on the Massa sacrifice fly but it could have been much worse had she not induced a 1-3-2 double play.
“I knew we were up 3-1 and I didn’t want to show that it had affected me,” Stanton said. “I had faith in my teammates on defense.”
On the offensive end, the Greyhounds saw an impressive performance from sisters Meredith and Rachel Taylor.
Meredith Taylor went 4-for-4 with a double and three singles, all of which were laced up the middle off Moorestown pitcher Audrey Weller.
Not to be outdone by her older sister, Rachel Taylor went 3-for-4 (three singles) and had two RBIs.
“Meredith always gets great hits at the plate so she didn’t surprise me and Rachel is just following in her footsteps,” said Stanton, who struck out eight batters in the circle and scored the first run of the game in the first inning after hitting a single.
Moorestown’s Rachel Fordham reached base three times, all on walks, and Weller doubled and singled. In the circle, Weller struck out 10.
“Audrey is a strong pitcher and we knew she was going to throw junk at us all day and our guys were just able to adjust,” Corcoran said.
HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL: Greyhound bats get hot against New Egypt
By MIKE HOLCOMBE
For The Trentonian

NEW EGYPT— The New Egypt softball team moved up to the top division in Burlington County this season and yesterday Northern Burlington gave the Warriors a very rude welcome by crushing its hosts 13-2.

The Greyhounds came out swinging and never stopped, starting the game with five straight hits and then adding 11 more before the game was finished, including a three run, seventh inning homer by Alex Zulla, who put the final exclamation mark on Northern’s best offensive game of the season.

“That was one of our goals, coming out aggressive” Northern Burlington head coach Tara Corcoran said of her team’s attack. “It certainly helps when we have momentum in our favor.”

 

RELATED ASSETS

Northern scored four quick runs in the first as Kacie Herity led off with a single. That was followed by a double by Meghin Stanton and an RBI single by Meredith Taylor.

Ashley Zulla doubled in a second run and a batter later Rachel Taylor hit another double to drive home two more.

The Greyhounds didn’t let up in the second as the top of the order produced three more runs. Herity and Meredith Taylor singled and Ashley Zulla added a third single to drive in both runs.

Northern picked up single runs in the fourth, fifth and sixth before ending its scoring in the seventh when Alex Zulla brought in the last three with her line drive home run that easily cleared the centerfield fence.

“You can’t let a team put the ball in play hard 22 times and not expect to get your butts beat,” New Egypt head coach Kevin English said of Northern’s 16 hits and 6 walks. “We didn’t have a particularly bad day, Northern Burlington just hit the crap out of the ball from the top to the bottom of their lineup. Even the bottom kids in their order, who didn’t get on base, hit the ball hard and made us work. That was the hardest we’ve had to work all year.”

English did what he could to try to stem the Greyhound onslaught, making a pitching change in the fifth, but it was to no avail.

“That’s the beauty of this group of girls,” said Corcoran. “They let things roll right off their backs. They’re not even fazed by it. They work so well together and are capable of a lot. New Egypt is a great program and we proved today that we can hang with the best of them.”

For its part, New Egypt could never figure out Northern pitcher Stanton, who also had a big day at the plate, going four for four with two doubles, a walk and an RBI.

The Warriors picked up their only two runs on a single hit in the fourth, a two RBI single by Krysta Plummer following a pair of walks that started the inning.

“We’re a good program and we should be able to play at this level,” English said in shrugging off any suggestion that his team’s move up in class would effect its ability to compete. “We’re good enough to beat these teams and vice-versa. They are all good enough to beat us. Right now, I would say that Northern Burlington has established itself as one of the best teams in the county.”

Northern Burlington (6-2) 4 2 0 1 2 1 3 13-16-1

New Egypt (4-2) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2- 5-5

WP-Stanton (4-2) LP-Weber (2-1) HR: NB-Al. Zulla; 2B: NB-Stanton 2, As. Zulla, R. Taylor; RBI: NB-Al. Zulla 4, As. Zulla 3, R. Taylor 2, M. Taylor, Stanton, Herity; NE-Plummer 2.

K’s: Stanton 7, Weber 4, Lewis 1.

By John A. Lewis

Northern Burlington pitcher Meghin Stanton winds up during the first inning of the Greyhounds' 6-2 victory over Bordentown in Thursday's Burlington County Scholastic League game. Stanton pitched a five-hitter in addtion to going 3-for-4 at the plate with a home run and two RBIs.
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By John A. Lewis

Greeting

Northern Burlington shortstop Kacie Herity (2) greets Meghin Stanton at home plate after Stanton's seventh-inning home run Thursday in a 6-2 victory over Bordentown.





By John A. Lewis

Alex Zulla

Northern Burlington third baseman Alex Zulla squeezes a pop-up during the first inning of Thursday's Burlington County Scholastic League victory over Bordentown. Northern won the game, 6-2.
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By John A. Lewis

Huddle

Members of the Bordentown High School softball team meet in the pitcher's circle prior to the start of Thursday's Burlington County Scholastic League game against Northern Burlington.
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Related YouTube Video
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Softball: Stanton leads Greyhounds' chargeBy John A. Lewis Staff writerPhillyBurbs.com
Posted on April 12, 2013

· [image: image15.jpg]


by John Lewis
BORDENTOWN — If all Meghin Stanton did was lead by example, she’d be a pretty good leader.

Northern Burlington’s senior pitcher tossed a five-hitter Thursday and backed her own pitching with three hits, including a solo homer, and a pair of RBIs. 

Northern coach Tara Corcoran said Stanton has a little drill sergeant in her.

“It makes my job so much easier,” Corcoran said. “I can relax and know they’re working hard without needing me to put a fire under them. Meghin just brings complete leadership that is unmatched.”

Stanton’s efforts helped lead the Greyhounds to a 6-2 victory over Bordentown High School on Thursday.

Stanton was the only senior in a lineup that included five freshmen, two sophomores and junior shortstop Kacie Herity. Corcoran credited the two upperclassmen — who bat 1-2 in the lineup — with the team’s 4-1 start.

“We’re very young, but we have the leadership to help the younger girls get the confidence to make things happen and make the plays that they need to,” Corcoran said.

Herity and Stanton opened Thursday’s game with back-to-back singles, and Herity scored the first run on an RBI groundout by freshman catcher Ashley Zulla.

Freshman right fielder Rachel Taylor followed with a double to left field that gave the Greyhounds a 2-0 lead.

Herity reached on an error that forced a run across in the fifth inning, then scored on a base hit by Stanton to make it 4-0.

Bordentown answered in the home fifth with a sacrifice fly by Ashley Pandolf, then an RBI single by Jayme Kagel, but Northern tacked on single runs in the last two innings.

Stanton’s second home run in as many games capped the scoring in the seventh.

“It felt nice, because I kept pulling the ball,” Stanton said. “And it felt nice to go with the pitch, because it was outside. I went with it. I thought it was going to be a nice hit, and then I said ‘oh God it went over.’ ”

It was the sixth extra-base hit in four games for Stanton, who laughed at being characterized as the drill sergeant.

“We all get along,” she said. “I’m not the mean one, who yells. They listen — sometimes.”

It was the first loss of the season for Bordentown after a 3-0 start.

“Our hitting is great,” Bordentown coach Melissa Hodge said. “Unfortunately today, we hit it right at them. Fortunately for them, they came out and scouted us, so they knew where to play our girls. But I think it was a great game to get us going into the R.V. Tournament

Friday Softball: Poretti's bash and dash lifts FlashesBy John A. Lewis Staff writerPhillyBurbs.com
Posted on April 5, 2013

· FLORENCE — If you’re a Northern Burlington softball fan, chances are you’ll look at this game and say it deserved a better ending.
If you’re Kaitlyn Poretti, the last inning of Florence High School’s 2-1 win over the Greyhounds on Friday in their Burlington County Scholastic League meeting suits you just fine.

Florence's junior shortstop brought across the tying run with a two-out double in the bottom of the seventh inning. She dashed all the way home from second a moment later to score the winning run on a dropped pop up and give the Flashes a 2-0 start to their season.

The Greyhounds had just taken the lead in the top of the inning. Rachel Taylor led it off with a double to center field and moved to third on Haile Bell’s groundout. She scored when the Flashes couldn’t handle Megan Mayernik’s squeeze bunt cleanly a moment later.

“We had the plate surrounded on the squeeze,” Florence coach George Chwastyk said. “We knew it was coming, and we just bobbled the ball. But we stayed together, and I felt that we would be OK. We were at a good spot in the lineup with two seniors, and K.P. (Poretti), who might as well be a senior.”

Before Taylor scored, there was a string of narrow escapes by each team. The Florence infield cut runners down at the plate in the second and fifth innings, and Flashes center fielder Megan Goodspeed showed her range at the start of the sixth inning, when she chased down a fly ball off Meredith Taylor’s bat that looked like a sure double into the gap.

But Northern matched the Flashes play for play, beginning with a big-play strikeout by Greyhounds pitcher Meghin Stanton that left the bases loaded in the third inning. Florence had first and third with two outs in the fourth, but Mayernik, the Northern second baseman, sprawled out to handle Gina Bruno’s grounder to the right side, got into a seated position and threw Bruno out.

There was little reason, after all of that, to think one run wouldn’t win this game, and with that run in her pocket, Stanton opened the seventh with the last of her eight strikeouts.

“I wasn’t going to be able to relax until the game was over,” Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. “I mean, you play a team like Florence, you’re worried they’re going to score in the bottom of the seventh. They’re a great team.”

Bruno drew a walk, but was retired on a fielder’s choice as Goodspeed reached. Poretti’s hit followed.

“We all got hyped up again (after they scored), because we’re never giving up,” Poretti said. “We said we’ve got to score. We’ve got to stay with it. I’m looking to make contact, get a base hit and move the runner.”

Two things came to mind once it happened.

“I was like, ‘thank God, we’re still in this game.’ I thought it was out, but then Anna pulled through and we won the game,” Poretti said.

The Greyhounds wisely pitched around Florence catcher Rachael LeVach, who double and tripled in the Flashes’ opening-day win. Anna Reed then sent a pop up over second base, where it bounced off a glove and landed between three Greyhounds fielders.

“I was thinking home all the way,” Poretti said. “You never stop running.”

Poretti drove in the first run allowed by the Greyhounds this season and scored the second. Northern fell to 2-1 despite a solid effort from Stanton, who allowed just four hits and walked five.

Freshman Lacey Olaff earned the pitching win. She also allowed just four hits while striking out six and walking two.

The field was ringed with fans from both teams.

“It’s always like this, when we get these night games,” Chwastyk said. “But this is the first time we’ve won one in three or four years.”

The timing could have been better for Corcoran, but it was still rewarding to get under the lights and play on a big stage.

“You want to play competitive games. I’ll take this game any day,” Corcoran said. “Unfortunately we came out on the losing end, but I’ll take it any day, just because of the competitiveness and the atmosphere getting us ready for the rest of the season.”

Stanton tosses gem as NBC tops RV - The Trentonian

COLUMBUS — With five freshmen and only one senior in its lineup, the Northern Burlington High School softball team is about as young as it can be.

But lest one think Northern Burlington (2-0) is a raw product just learning its way, consider the team is experienced in the one position that matters most.

Namely, in the circle with senior Meghin Stanton, who came out firing yesterday morning to lead NBC past arch-rival Rancocas Valley, 3-0, in BCSL Liberty Division action.

 

“We’re very, very young and have a lot to work on, but Meghin is providing us tremendous leadership,’’ said Northern coach Tara Corcoran. “The girls really respect that. Her leadership is a huge difference.’’

 

RELATED ASSETS

 

That and improved gas, which Stanton used yesterday to limit the Hollies (0-2) to two singles and seven strikeouts.

Throw in excellent control with her screwball and the result was Rancocas Valley only threatened in the fifth when it got its only two hits of the game to put runners on second and third with two outs. But just when it looked the Hollies might get back into the game, Stanton roared back with a strikeout and allowed only one more base runner in the game.

“Oh, yeah, definitely,’’ replied Stanton when asked if her velocity is up this year. “My screwball is also working well; I really love that pitch. And against lefties I throw my curveball.’’

Northern Burlington got the only runs it would need when it scored three times in the first. Kacie Herity and Stanton, who is headed to William Patterson University, got it started with singles. From there, No. 4 batter Ashley Zulla singled home one run and Haile Bell later followed with a two-out, two-run single to center field.

Rancocas Valley’s Gabby Pfeiffer really settled down from there to finish with a six-hitter. She was also backed by an errorless RV defense that was at its best in the fifth when it wiped out two runners on a double steal. On the play, Lehigh University-bound catcher Alexis Gaskill tagged out a runner at the plate and then gunned down a runner going back tot second.

Still, with the way Stanton was pitching, too much damage had already been done and NBC had a big win in a much tougher division that now includes New Egypt.

“I like it,’’ said Corcoran of the realigned divisions. “It makes it much more tougher; it makes it more competitive.’’

With Stanton leading the way, NBC appears up for the challenge.

Rancocas Valley (0-2) 000 000 0 - 0 2 0

Northern Burlington (2-0) 300 000 x - 3 6 1

WP-Stanton (2-0). LP-Pfeiffer (0-1). 2B-Stanton (NB). RBIs: Ashley Zulla, Bell 2.

THE TRENTONIAN - HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL PREVIEW

By RICK FORTENBAUGH
Staff Writer

You really have to like what’s going on in the Burlington County Scholastic League in terms of softball. Unlike most leagues such as the Colonial Valley Conference, the teams are divided up based on strength as opposed to strictly school size. This makes for much more competitive games and has the added bonus of toughening up the better teams for the state tournanent. As a result, New Egypt is all the way up in the Liberty Division despite the fact it’s a group I school. Four champions will be crowned this year in the BCSL Liberty, Patriot, Freedom and Independence divisions.

NORTHERN BURLINGTON
Coach: Tara Corcoran.

Last year: (14-11), No. 26 ranking in the area.

Roster: Meredith Taylor (So., C/IF); Meghin Stanton (Sr., P); Katie Barron (Jr., OF), Kacie Herity (Jr., SS), Ashley Sheppard (Jr., 1B); Morgan Clauser (So., P); Megan Mayernik (Fr., 2B); Shaye Santos (Fr., OF); Rachel Taylor (Fr., utility), Alex Zulla (Fr., 3b/OF); Ashley Zulla (Fr., C), Savannah Bowen (So., utility); Haile Bell (soph, utility), Morgan Sisz (So., 1B/OF); Emmaline Armstrong (Jr., P); Clarissa Chimenti (Jr., OF); Christina Scharko (Sr., IF).

Outlook: Stanton is an above-average pitcher who also swings a good bat. Ditto for Taylor, who had 10 doubles last year and three home runs. Expect NBC to be in the hunt for a divison title.

Northern Burlington
Coach: Tara Corcoran

2012 division record: 4-4

2012 overall record: 14-11

Returnees: Meghin Stanton (sr., pitcher), Katie Barron (jr., outfield), Kacie Herity (jr., shortstop), Ashley Sheppard (jr., first base), Morgan Clauser (soph, pitcher), Meredith Taylor (soph, catcher-inf).

Newcomers: Megan Mayernik (frosh, second base), Shaye Santos (frosh, outfield), Rachel Taylor (frosh, utility), Alex Zulla (frosh, third base-of), Ashley Zulla (frosh, catcher-if), Savannah Bowen (soph, utility), Haile Bell (soph, utility), Morgan Sisz (soph, first base-of), Emmaline Armstrong (jr., pitcher), Clarissa Chimenti (soph, outfield), Christina Scharko (sr., infield).

Top returnee: Stanton. “Meghin leads by example as a captain,” Corcoran said. “She’ll keep Northern a contender on the mound and with her bat and leadership.”

Outlook: “Strong pitching and solid bats in the lineup will make N.B.C. a competitor in most games,” Corcoran said.

The BCT says: Realigning didn’t make the Liberty Division any easier. Northern has the potential to play with any team on its schedule, but will be hard-pressed, especially early in the year, to play every game at that high level.

Prediction: Third.

(http://www.phillyburbs.com/sports/team-by-team-softball-previews/article_3d9decf0-7e58-58be-93c4-bb20504260e0.html)

Softball: 5 players to watch
 

by John A. Lewis
 

(http://www.phillyburbs.com/sports/softball-players-to-watch/article_46f27edf-07e4-5dc5-8c99-e70898b2394c.html)
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Taylor Cowan, Holy Cross shortstop: Batted .526 last year with 40 hits, including seven doubles and six home runs, drove in 29 runs, scored 33 more and had a .971 fielding percentage.

 

Audrey Weller, Moorestown pitcher: Went 13-7 last season, with a 1.56 earned run average and 161 strikeouts; batted .522 with eight doubles, a home run and 19 runs scored.

 

Alexis Gaskill, Rancocas Valley catcher: Batted .519 last season with 30 hits, eight doubles and two triples, scored 16 runs, knocked in 12 and threw out three of six runners stealing while allowing just three passed balls all season.

 

Brittany Granahan, Maple Shade pitcher: Went 15-4 last year with a 1.82 earned run average and struck out 114; batted .500 with five doubles, three triples, two home runs and 33 RBIs.

 

Meghin Stanton, Northern Burlington pitcher: Had a 12-10 record and 2.54 earned run average with 75 strikeouts; also the Greyhounds’ leadoff hitter, with a .430 average, 37 hits, including 11 doubles, 16 steals, 26 runs scored and 26 RBIs.
