HOUNDS PULVERIZE PALS
A gorgeous day was made even more beautiful by the offense of the greyhounds. The hounds scored three runs in the top of the first inning and were off to the races. The inexperienced pals were no match for the offensive machine of NBC. After batting around twice in two consecutive innings and scoring 16 runs, the greyhounds stopped keeping score and concentrated on getting quality swings and building positive muscle memory.

 
Everyone of the twelve players who played for NBC had at least one hit and the top of the lineup batted six times. Meghin Stanton pitched four inning followed by Emmaline Armstrong. The hounds sprayed the ball to all fields throughout the game. To be fair, the pals are rebuilding from a team that five years ago tied NBC three to three In the very first scrimmage of Coach Corcoran's NBC career. Things have certainly changed since that time. 


NOTES-Andi Veneziale launched a ball far over the eight ft. fence. If a train were to have passed through during the Veneziale launching, passengers may have had to scatter for safety. Probably a 220 ft. blast. I still think the one at the Allentown tournament last year was further. Hard to believe. 


The greyhounds have little time to celebrate this victory as they play the Burlington City Blue Devils on Wednesday. A very interesting matchup since the two Burlington's will play twice during the season. The greyhounds will again work on the fundamentals of the game and not show too much to their opponents. This game will be a better test for the hounds as will two games on tap later in the week -Shawnee on Friday -always a tough opponent and Gloucester Catholic-one of the top parochial schools in South Jersey. Plus the Saturday game will be on St. Patrick's Day. Yikes, a catholic school opponent on St. Patrick's Day. 


Only four starters remain from last year's team. The greyhounds will continue to try different combinations during the scrimmages. NBC is slated to play in ten scrimmages. The weather continues to be drop dead gorgeous as tomorrow promises to be another day in the low 70's.
	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	R
	H
	E

	NBC
	3
	8
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	19
	0
	0

	Palmyra
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0


	


Date: March 13, 2012 Time: 3:45pm

HOUNDS GEAR UP FOR WEEKEND WITH VICTORY OVER BLUE DEVILS
The NBC greyhounds continued to take positive steps toward the 2012 season with a win over the Burlington City Blue Devils. The greyhounds defeated the Blue Devils last year in the first round of the BCSL tournament. This was seen as a good barometer of their early season training. The hounds responded with a convincing win over City. Burlington will probably enter the 2012 campaign as one of the favorites in the small school division of Burlington County. The greyhounds started the scoring with two runs in the top of the first inning. Freshman Morgan Clauser and Clarissa Chimenti shared the pitching on another gorgeous 70 degree day. They limited the Blue Devils to only 5 hits and surrendered only two base on balls while striking out five. 


NBC scored in every inning but one and stroked 13 hits. The greyhounds made four errors but made some nice plays in the field. 


NOTES- Meghin Stanton stroked two triples and seems ready to repeat last year when she was one of the leaders in Burlington County in triples. Stanton scored three times. Hitting in front of Andi Veneziale tends to allow a hitter ample opportunity to score runs. Courtney Funk, Andi Veneziale and Meredith Taylor chipped in with two hits. The hounds are scheduled to play Burlington City two times during the regular season so this was, hopefully, an indicator of things to come. 


Next on the exhibition schedule is Friday's tilt against Shawnee followed by Gloucester Catholic on Saturday.

	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	R
	H
	E

	NBC
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	3
	9
	13
	4

	Burlington City
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	3
	5
	0


	


Date: March 14, 2012 Time: 3:45pm

GREYHOUNDS FAIL TO KEEP LEAD TO RENEGADES
On a 65 degree Friday afternoon the hounds fell behind 1 to 0 until the third inning when they scored 3 runs to take a lead but couldn't hold onto the lead as the renegades held off the greyhounds in route to a 7 to 4 victory. The greyhounds were helped early by sparkling fielding plays and Meghin Stanton's pitching They held the renegades to only one run and finally broke through in the third on a combination of a base on balls from Selena Senachai followed by a double by Danielle Pandl and another booming triple from Meghin Stanton and a solid single from Andi Veneziale. Shawnee scored four runs in the seventh to cement the victory although the hounds never gave up and ended the game with two runners on base. 


NOTES- The hounds need to be able to put away a team like Shawnee if they are to be one of the premier teams in Burlington County. Shawnee is always one of the better teams in the county and the hounds had them on the ropes but couldn't deliver the knockout punch. The renegades outhit the hounds as they had 11 hits to 6 for NBC. The hounds committed three errors but the telling statistic was the greyhounds not being aggressive at bat. The greyhounds, not including 3-0 counts, took 31 strikes. Folks, that means the umpire called a strike 31 times without a swing by the hounds. Very difficult to win when you are taking strikes and not being aggressive at the plate. This is probably the most telling statistic in the game. Put the ball in play, be aggressive, rather than get behind in the count. If this can be straightened out, if the hounds can deliver the knockout punch, then this team has something to look forward to in the season. This was easily the best opponent faced by the hounds and NBC showed that they are, indeed, a team that is potentially at the same level as Shawnee. One of the umpires remarked, that these two teams are very evenly matched. 
Katie Barron made some nice plays in left field. 


Meghin Stanton continues her offensive attack with another triple. She now has four triples in three games. Four triples in a season would be one of the leaders in the county. Four triples in three games is something that you find in the Guinness Book of Records. Follow the junior slugger as she continues her assault on the record books.

	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	R
	H
	E

	Shawnee
	0
	1
	0
	0
	2
	0
	4
	7
	11
	0

	NBC
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	1
	4
	6
	3


	


Date: March 16, 2012 Time: 3:45pm

HOUNDS DROP ST. PATRICK'S DAY GAME TO GLOUCESTER CATHOLIC
The weather continued to be beautiful for this Saturday morning game. The hounds jumped on Gloucester Catholic in the first as Kacie Herity led off the game with a double and eventually scored on Meghin Stanton's groundout. That would prove to be the end of the scoring for NBC. Meanwhile the hounds held the rams in the first inning highlighted by a spectacular catch in left field by Katie Barron. DA-DA-DUM DA-DA-DUM. The rams scored in the bottom of the second and in the bottom of the third the wheels started to fall off. Some very interesting stats for the game. The hounds outhit the rams but 11 errors spelled defeat for NBC. The hounds also only struck out 5 times and only took 8 pitches for called strikes. It was the porous defense that needs to be worked on. 


NOTES-For the second consecutive game, Barron made a highlight catch in left field. Gloucester Catholic is the returning parochial state champ but the hounds had no trouble getting nice at bats. The hounds were ready to complete 7 innings of play, however, the umpires ruled otherwise. The hounds host Lenape on Monday and then have scrimmages on Tuesday and Wednesday on the road before preparing for a quad scrimmage next Saturday at Cinnaminson.

	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	R
	H
	E

	NBC
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	7
	11

	Gloucester Catholic
	0
	2
	3
	1
	5
	11
	6
	0


	


Date: March 17, 2012 Time: 10:00am

HOUNDS FALL SHORT IN COMEBACK
NBC spotted Lenape 6 runs after a devastating 3rd inning. Lenape added one more in the fourth and then withstood a comeback by the hounds. NBC was held hitless for the first four innings and also had four strikeouts. The disaster that was the third inning was one that has to be straightened out prior to the season. Lenape was able to score 6 runs on just TWO HITS. Once again the hounds were plagued by errors. They outhit the indians but in the telling statistic, they didn't outscore them. 
Notes-Once again, NBC had difficulties being aggressive offensively. They took 25 called strikes. NBC travels to Highland on Tuesday to meet the tartans.

	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	R
	H
	E

	Lenape
	0
	0
	6
	1
	0
	0
	0
	7
	5
	0

	NBC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	5
	0
	6
	7
	5


	


Date: March 19, 2012 Time: 3:45pm

NBC DOWNS TARTANS
Let's lock this weather in for the entire season. What a difference a day makes. Perhaps the long bus ride to Blackwood woke up the greyhounds. Whatever the reason, this was not the same team that played Lenape only a day before. Meghin Stanton and Morgan Clauser combined for 8 strikeouts against Highland. NBC struck for nine hits and were aggressive all day at the plate with many of their outs coming on hard hit balls. Only 7 called strikes for NBC as opposed to 25 on Monday and ONE error a day after an ugly defensive effort on Monday. The Highland pitcher was arguably a better pitcher than the Lenape pitcher yet NBC had great at bats against the Tartans. The hounds are getting key hits from throughout the lineup as different players are stepping up. 


NOTES-Kacie Herity was on base all four times batting from the lead off spot and caused Highland to be on their heels all afternoon. Meghin Stanton once again had a triple, 5 for the preseason which is totally unreal. The hounds travel to Seneca on Wednesday prior to a quad scrimmage on Saturday at Cinnaminson.

	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	R
	H
	E

	NBC
	0
	0
	4
	1
	2
	0
	0
	7
	9
	1

	Highland
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2
	5
	0


	


Date: March 20, 2012 Time: 3:45pm

GREYHOUNDS TOO MUCH FOR GOLDEN EAGLES
NBC had too many weapons for Seneca. The golden eagles also helped the hounds by issuing 13 walks. The golden eagles pitchers, with their wildness made it difficult for NBC to focus on good at bats. This probably accounted for the 9 nine strikeouts registered by the hounds. The hounds still had 10 hits. 


NOTES-Andi Veneziale had three hits and is making good contact on virtually every at bat. Next up is a quad scrimmage on Saturday at Cinnaminson.

	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	R
	H
	E

	NBC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	21
	0
	0

	Seneca
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	3
	0
	0


	


Date: March 21, 2012 Time: 4:00pm

HOUNDS READY THEMSELVES FOR SEASON AT CINNAMINSON
The hounds participated in their annual quad scrimmage at Cinnaminson. Only one game will appear on the summary, although the report will comment on all three scrimmages. The after scrimmage journey for pretzels always helps to make this a favorite. The games were limited to one hour and only three runs allowed to be scored by a team offensively per inning. The hounds fell behind to the pirates in the first game but came back to defeat the pirates 7 to 1. Meredith Taylor and Alexia Pagan were the hitting stars for the hounds. 

NOTES-The veteran umpire behind the plate commented that Meghin Stanton had great movement on the ball. He said that he was totally fooled by some of Stanton's pitches. He thinks that at this point, Stanton is one of the premier pitchers in Burlington County. High praise for Meghin. 

The second game saw NBC oppose Riverside who won their league last year. The hounds fell behind 3 to 2, but came back to defeat the rams 6 to 3. Taylor had a double to help the hounds. It was Andi Veneziale who provided the power as she delivered a homerun. The ball was an absolute missile that exploded off of her bat and left in a hurry. 

The third game opponent was Burlington Township. This was an interesting opponent as the hounds will face Township twice since the falcons are divisional rivals. Probably not the best scenario but it does give the opportunity to see how you match up against those in your league. The score was tied after only three innings. If the greyhounds thought that their only opposition in the league would be RVRHS, they are totally wrong. The falcons shortstop and catcher are legit hitters. Very impressive. That being said, Burlington Township had to be shaking their heads in disbelief because of the Andi Veneziale show. In two at bats, Veneziale had two homeruns and five RBI'S. WOW!!!!!  The first bomb was the longest that Andi has hit while at NBC. Mr. Stanton commented that he thought it was shot out of a mortar. Anything that stays up in the air that long needs a stewardess and on flight meals. It would have been interesting to see how far the ball would have traveled if the game were at NBC. Can you say Mansfield Road? Three homeruns in one day. Absolutely amazing!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	R
	H
	E

	NBC
	0
	0
	2
	2
	3
	7
	0
	0

	Cinnaminson
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0


	


Date: March 24, 2012 Time: 10:00am

HOUNDS UPENDED BY HADDON HEIGHTS
On a windy and cold day, NBC was defeated by Haddon Heights. The Garnet defeated the hounds by a narrow margin last year and once again the result was a very close game. The hounds retired the first nine batters in order. They were unable to dent the scoring column until the 3rd inning. That would prove to be the only scoring for the hounds. NBC was able to get their lead off runner on in 5 of the 7 innings but just couldn't get across any more runs. 


NOTES-a The greyhounds played one of their better games of preseason as they were in this game throughout. Keep in mind that the garnet won the colonial conference last year and was ranked as one of the top 20 teams in South Jersey. This was probably the toughest opponent NBC has faced and they had a chance for a victory. Meghin Stanton pitched probably her best game so far, and had 6 strikeouts. Once again called strikes, something that has to be eliminated, consistently plagued the hounds. Taking strikes and allowing the pitcher to dictate the game has to be replaced by aggressive hitting. The hounds wind up their preseason with a game against North Brunswick tomorrow.

	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	R
	H
	E

	Haddon Heights
	0
	0
	0
	2
	0
	0
	2
	4
	4
	0

	NBC
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	5
	0


	


Date: March 26, 2012 Time: 3:45pm

HOUNDS END PRESEASON WITH A VICTORY.
The hounds managed just 5 hits but were able to gain a victory against a team that they will face again in the regular season. Morgan Clauser had 7 strikeouts in a strong performance. The freshman scattered four hits in a sparkling performance. She was aided by a great defensive play by fellow freshman Meredith Taylor which enabled the hounds to wiggle out of a bases loaded no out jam. . The raiders tried several times to get on base via a bunt but Alexia Pagan pounced on the ball like a feline going after catnip. 


NOTES-Two sides to this game. Clauser was outstanding-the defense was in midseason form and the hounds didn't take strikes. The hounds need to put more hits together. Fortunately, Clauser was throwing smoke because five hits will not win most games. The Hounds are now off until opening day next Tuesday.

	BOX SCORE
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	R
	H
	E

	North Brunswick Township
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0

	NBC
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	5
	0


	


Date: March 27, 2012 Time: 3:45pm
