Season Highlights from 2011
1-The Greyhounds hosted their first playoff game under Coach Corcoran against Lawrence.

2-NBC defeated Delsea High School 3-2. Delsea was the Group 3 South Jersey Champs the previous two years.

3-The Hounds advanced to the semifinals fo the BCSL with wins over Burlington City and a heart-throbbing victory over RVRHS before losing to Holy Cross.

4-Dara Schroeder became the first player under Coach Corcoran to get 100 hits.

5-Sam Bobbitt, Dara Schroeder, Selena Senachai and Meghin Stanton were selected to first team All-Conference and Kayla Pullin and Andi Veneziale were chosen to the second team.

6-Dara Schroeder was selected to All South Jersey and represented NBC at the senior all-star game. 

7-Dara Schroeder and Andi Veneziale made the all-tournament team at Allentown.

8-Andi Veneziale became the all-time single season triples leader with 5. Kayla Pullin became the all-time base on balls leader with 13.Dara Schroeder was the single season batting average leader with a .485 average and an on base pct. of .564.

9-The Hounds set a team record with 13 triples.

10-Andi Veneziale hit a grand slam homerun to defeat the Red Devils. The ball was absolutely destroyed.

2011 End of Season Video

See our 2011 End of Season Video ...

NBC Greyhounds - Part 1: <a href="http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCkK_VzLc84">2011 End of Season Video</A>

NBC Greyhounds - Part 2: <a href="http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UaHFIr_0V_o">2011</A>

Fielding gem

Northern Burlington’s Dara Schroeder fought off Tuesday’s rain to make one of the more memorable plays of the early part of the season, when she went to her right to snag a line drive off the bat of Florence’s Gina Bruno, then went left and chased down Dezarae Fillmyer. Schroeder dived to make the tag and complete a double play with her team down 6-0 in the sixth.

Northern coach Tara Corcoran was delighted by the effort, but not at all surprised.

“That’s the kind of effort she always gives,” Corcoran said. “She was that kind of player last year, and we’re counting on her to give that kind of effort and be a leader to our younger players this year.”

For a team that lacks varsity experience, a player like Schroeder is particularly valuable — both for the leadership she provides and the peace of mind.

“Shortstop is all taken care of,” Corcoran said. “I write her name at the top of the lineup and I don’t have to worry about it.
BCT - Worek, Flashes storm to victory

Posted: Tuesday, April 12, 2011 10:16 pm | Updated: 10:57 pm, Tue Apr 12, 2011. 

FLORENCE - Rain has a way of magnifying mistakes. For a young softball team, it has a way of magnifying a deficit. It also has a way of magnifying the task at hand.

One thing the rain didn't magnify Tuesday at Florence High School was Flashes pitcher Sydney Worek.

She was big all by herself.

The Florence junior struck out 14 in a four-hitter as the Flashes defeated Northern Burlington 6-1 in their Burlington County Scholastic League clash.

Worek allowed a leadoff single by Dara Schroeder in the first inning and didn't give up another hit until Selena Senechai singled up the middle with one out in the fifth.

"Sydney had a very solid game," Florence coach George Chwastyk said. "She knew going into the offseason last year that she was going to be one of our main pitchers, along with (Shannon) Sweeney. She worked really hard to be ready."

Along with playing the game day in and day out last summer, Worek worked with pitching coach Tom Besser, who she said is not responsible for her somewhat unorthodox pitching motion. Worek brings the ball out to the right and leans, hip first, to her left, before she deals to the plate.

"That's just kind of my thing," the smiling pitcher said. "(Besser) just left it alone and we worked on other stuff."

The Flashes' bats, the rain and some Greyhounds mistakes built Worek a 3-0 lead in the third inning.

Dezarae Fillmyer reached on an error and came around to score on two wild pitches and a passed ball, as Northern pitcher Megan Stanton and catcher Kayla Pullen struggled with the wet ball during a brief shower.

Rachel Leach singled during that time and scored as Menissa Blackwell reached on a fielder's choice. Blackwell got to second on a wild pitch and scored when Megan Goodspeed reached on an error.

Schroeder walked before Senechai's fifth-inning single, which gave Northern a chance to respond with one out. But Worek struck out the next two hitters to escape trouble.

Blackwell hit an RBI single in the home fifth, moved up on an error, and scored on a hit by Goodspeed to make it 5-0.

Worek tripled to deep center in the sixth and scored the final run for Florence (3-0) on Fillmyer's double down the left-field line.

"I thought we hit the ball really well," Chwastyk said. "We've been coming around that way the last couple games. You know I like to play small ball, but we're getting some big hits now, too."

Northern (1-4) stranded eight runners over the first six innings, but finally got one across in the seventh, when Schroeder drew a one-out walk and scored on Senechai's double to center. Stanton followed that hit with a single and Pullen walked to load the bases. But Worek answered with a big-play strikeout and squeezed an infield pop-up to end the game.

"It got a little sloppy in the last inning," Worek said. "(The wet ball) made it tougher, but we just had to stay with it and finish strong. That's really all we said to each other."

The Greyhounds suffered their fourth straight loss despite their strong finish.

"I liked the way we fought back at the end," Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. "It wasn't enough. I know it rained on both teams, but it was a tough situation. The weather does (make the lead seem bigger), but I was glad we showed that fight in the last inning."

BCT - Softball Statistics

Posted: Thursday, April 28, 2011 12:00 am | Updated: 9:20 am, Thu Apr 28, 2011. 

DOUBLES

Nicole Feoli, Burlington Twp. 6

 Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 5

Kate Larson, Delran 5

Jackie Pezzato, Shawnee 5

Michelle Pezzato, Shawnee 5

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 4

Lauren Gaskill, Rancocas Valley 4

Tara Mason, Holy Cross 4

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 4

TRIPLES

Meghin Stanton, N. Burlington 3

Lauren Gaskill, Rancocas Valley 2

Megan Goodspeed, Florence 2

Rachael LeVach, Florence 2

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 2

HOME RUNS

Aubrey Paris, Delran 2

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 2

Victoria Vasapolli, Burlington City 2

PITCHING RECORDS

Alissa Martin, Rancocas Valley 6-0

Lauren Routzahn, Maple Shade 6-1

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 5-1

Taylor Morgan, Riverside 5-1

Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 6-2

Taylor Steele, Holy Cross 6-2

SHUTOUTS

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 4

Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 3

Taylor Steele, Holy Cross 3

Lauren Routzahn, Maple Shade 2

Perfect ending for Greyhounds

Posted: Thursday, April 21, 2011 10:01 pm | Updated: 10:07 pm, Thu Apr 21, 2011. 

H.S. Softball/Baseball: Perfect ending for Greyhounds By Phil Chappine Calkins Media, Inc. | 0 comments 

Northern Burlington had no one reach base for six innings Thursday in a nonleague softball game against visiting Delsea High School.

But Dara Schroeder led off the seventh with a single, breaking up Jayne Zielman’s perfect game. Selena Senechai reached on an infield hit and Meghin Stanton followed with a triple to left-center field, scoring the tying runs. A throwing error allowed Stanton to score, making the Greyhounds winners.
Stanton had pitched well against the two-time defending South Jersey Group 3 champions, matching zeroes with Zeilman (14 strikeouts) except for a two-run fifth inning. Stanton struck out five and walked two.

Florence 8, Riverside 1: Sydney Worek pitched four hitless innings and Shannon Sweeney allowed a single in her three innings, and Florence pitching combined for 15 strikeouts.

Rachel Levach was 3-for-3 with three runs batted in, and Menissa Blackwell had two hits and two RBIs as the Flashes improved to 5-1. Riverside had been 6-0 for the first time in program history.

Willingboro 13, Winslow Township 6: Quincy Lewis pitched a two-hitter with 11 strikeouts and also contributed two hits and three RBIs to the Willingboro attack. Taylor Hamilton had two hits and four RBIs for the Chimeras, and Taylor Lewis had two hits and scored three runs.

Burlington Township 10, Palmyra 0: Lacey Porzuc struck out eight and allowed four hits, supported by an attack that produced eight runs in the second inning. Nicole Feoli doubled twice and scored two runs.

Delran 13, Pemberton 3: The Bears led 4-2 after four innings, then pulled away with Rachel Bintliff getting the win.

Maple Shade 5, Moorestown 1: Brittany Granahan was 3-for-3, batted in two runs and scored twice in support of winning pitcher Lauren Routzahn.

CINNAMINSON — For the past three weeks, NBC has slowly but surely become the BKS of the BCL with a winning streak that would be the envy of any Jane Doe.

By NEIL PASCOE

For the Trentonian

Those winning ways continued yesterday as Northern Burlington continued the Best Kept Secret of the Burlington County League with an exciting 4-3 win over equally pumped-up Cinnaminson.

With Meghin Stanton surviving rough inning after rough inning, and Kacie Herity and Andi Veneziale supplying the run-scoring power in the sixth, the Greyhounds captured their ninth win of the campaign in stirring style.

The win was just a continuation of Northern’s early season woes when it got off to a 1-6 start.

“It was tough, I won’t argue that — especially after we lost six out of our first seven games,” said NBC’s Tara Corcoran. “But then we managed to pull out a tough, tough win against Delsea in the seventh inning and since that time the girls have really come alive.”

Indeed, as the Greyhounds have gone on to a white-hot 9-1 streak built around solid defense, stout pitching, and clutch hitting led by senior Dara Schroeder.

The star shortstop showed her hitting prowess against the Pirates by slapping a single against Cinnaminson’s Heather Porrini before blasting a one-out double in the fifth and coming around to score on of Stanton’s double to tie the score at two.

“Dara has been the leader of this team throughout the entire year,” Corcoran stated. “She got the 100th hit of her career recently against Riverside and shows no signs of letting up.”

The Hounds got the winning runs in the sixth when Veneziale led off with a base hit and went to second on Herity’s hit. Danielle Pandl then laid down a perfect sacrifice bunt and both runners scored when Cinnaminson threw the ball around the lot for a three-base error.

The Pirates took a 2-0 lead with single runs in both the first and second innings. Michele Kemmerle scored in the first on an error and Kayla Rafferty tallied Cinnaminson’s second score on Liana Newton’s RBI single.

In all, Cinnaminson left the bases loaded in both the first and fourth innings en route to stranding 12 in the entire game.

“Even in our win against Maple Shade we left 10 runners stranded,” sighed Cinnaminson’s Shelly Garbe. “It seems we play one, lose one, play one, lose one and it’s all due to leaving runners stranded when we could have won all those games with a well-placed hit. We just have to keep working on that.”

Cinnaminson did manage to rap six hits off Stanton with little success while the Greyhounds made the most of their 10 hits to pull out the win.

NBC (9-7) 001 012 0 — 4

Cinnaminson (6-7) 110 001 0 — 3

Northern edges  Cinnaminson

NJ HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL: Northern Burlington edges Cinnaminson

Published: Tuesday, May 10, 2011

By NEIL PASCOE

For the Trentonian

CINNAMINSON — For the past three weeks, NBC has slowly but surely become the BKS of the BCL with a winning streak that would be the envy of any Jane Doe.

Those winning ways continued yesterday as Northern Burlington continued the Best Kept Secret of the Burlington County League with an exciting 4-3 win over equally pumped-up Cinnaminson.

With Meghin Stanton surviving rough inning after rough inning, and Kacie Herity and Andi Veneziale supplying the run-scoring power in the sixth, the Greyhounds captured their ninth win of the campaign in stirring style.

The win was just a continuation of Northern’s early season woes when it got off to a 1-6 start.

“It was tough, I won’t argue that — especially after we lost six out of our first seven games,” said NBC’s Tara Corcoran. “But then we managed to pull out a tough, tough win against Delsea in the seventh inning and since that time the girls have really come alive.”

Indeed, as the Greyhounds have gone on to a white-hot 9-1 streak built around solid defense, stout pitching, and clutch hitting led by senior Dara Schroeder.

The star shortstop showed her hitting prowess against the Pirates by slapping a single against Cinnaminson’s Heather Porrini before blasting a one-out double in the fifth and coming around to score on of Stanton’s double to tie the score at two.

“Dara has been the leader of this team throughout the entire year,” Corcoran stated. “She got the 100th hit of her career recently against Riverside and shows no signs of letting up.”

The Hounds got the winning runs in the sixth when Veneziale led off with a base hit and went to second on Herity’s hit. Danielle Pandl then laid down a perfect sacrifice bunt and both runners scored when Cinnaminson threw the ball around the lot for a three-base error.

The Pirates took a 2-0 lead with single runs in both the first and second innings. Michele Kemmerle scored in the first on an error and Kayla Rafferty tallied Cinnaminson’s second score on Liana Newton’s RBI single. Continued...

In all, Cinnaminson left the bases loaded in both the first and fourth innings en route to stranding 12 in the entire game.

“Even in our win against Maple Shade we left 10 runners stranded,” sighed Cinnaminson’s Shelly Garbe. “It seems we play one, lose one, play one, lose one and it’s all due to leaving runners stranded when we could have won all those games with a well-placed hit. We just have to keep working on that.”

Cinnaminson did manage to rap six hits off Stanton with little success while the Greyhounds made the most of their 10 hits to pull out the win.

NBC (9-7) 001 012 0 — 4

Cinnaminson (6-7) 110 001 0 — 3

WP: Stanton (7-7). Porrini (6-6). 2B-Schroeder (N); Stanton (N)-2. RBI-Schroeder (N); Stanton (N)-2; Newton (C).

BCT - In the Spotlight: Dara Schroeder

Posted: Thursday, May 12, 2011 8:35 am 

Dara Schroeder, Softball, Northern Burlington

Dara Schroeder is the shortstop and leadoff hitter for Northern Burlington High School, which reached the semifinal round of the Burlington County Scholastic League tournament Wednesday with a 9-7 victory over Rancocas Valley. Schroeder rapped a single against Riverside last Friday for the 100th hit of her career. Here are her thoughts on a few topics:

How long have you been playing softball and why did you start?

I think this is my eighth year playing. I started because I had a friend whose father needed extra players for his rec team. That was my first time playing. I’d never even picked up a softball before that.

What was your biggest thrill as a softball player?

Winning a really good, intense game.We beat R.V. (Wednesday) for the first time since my sophomore year. It was a really good game, too. But I don’t want to make this about them. It’s any game where you have two teams going back and forth like that.

Does your uniform number (9) have any significance?

Not really. I wore No. 6 my freshman year, and then I couldn’t get it back because my coach lost the jersey. We turned in our uniforms, and I remember giving it to her, but she couldn’t find it. So I figured 9 was 6, upside down. And then I had a really good sophomore year, so I had to keep it.

Who is your biggest role model?

My sister, Danielle Schroeder. I’ve just always looked up to her. She knows what to do and she always gives me good advice.

What do you want to be doing in 10 years?

I’d like to be a dentist. I have a weird obsession with my teeth, and my smile. It just interests me

BCT - Softball: Quick start propels Northern

By JOHN A. LEWIS STAFF WRITER

BURLINGTON CITY — Moving the pitching rubber back was supposed to benefit the offense.

So why should moving it forward again help?

It’s difficult to say, exactly, but it did. Burlington City pitcher Victoria Vasapolli faced three batters from the 40-foot distance before she realized she was in the wrong spot. Two of them scored in Northern Burlington’s three-run first inning, and the Greyhounds went on to defeat the host Blue Devils 5-2 in their first-round game in the Burlington County Scholastic League Tournament on Monday.

“She’s never pitched from 40,” Burlington City coach Heather Whalin said. “So 43 is the only place she knows. That’s why everything was up. So she walked back and kicked the dirt, and kicked another (pitching rubber) back there. We pulled out the first one, and then she was fine.”

Except for the jam she was in. Dara Schroeder and Selena Senechai walked to open the game and moved up on a groundout. Kayla Pullen later reached on an error that scored Schroeder. Andi Veneziale followed with a sacrifice fly, then Sam Bobbitt singled in a run to give the Greyhounds a 3-0 lead.

Veneziale delivered a double in the third inning and scored to make it 5-0 on Kacie Herity’s two-out single.

“I was just looking to hit the ball,” Veneziale said. “Nothing too technical. Just hit the ball. It definitely makes a difference to have the lead. It gives us a lot more confidence, it gives us more room to work with and we play a lot better.”

Meghin Stanton earned the win for Northern. She held Burlington City to six hits in a complete game, striking out four and walking two.

The Blue Devils broke through in the fourth, when Taylor Schuck hit an RBI triple and scored on Stacie Johnson’s groundout. City had a chance for a big inning in the sixth, as well, after Vasapolli bunted her way on and moved to second on an apparent bunt single by Nicole Cavalier. But Vasapolli was called out at that point for leaving first base early, and the situation was defused before it even developed.

“That bunt was beautiful, so we should have had first and second,” Whalin said. “And with my two fastest runners on, we’ve got the Schucks up. And you saw today, they’re 95 pounds, but they can hit.”

This was the third win in four games for Northern (4-6) after a 1-5 start.

Greyhounds slam way to victory

NJ HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL: No. Burlington slams its way past Rancocas Valley

Published: Thursday, May 12, 2011

 By NEIL PASCOE

For The Trentonian

EASTAMPTON — Confidence can open many doors.

In the wonderful world of high school softball, it can be responsible for a most unexpected grand slam home run, a pitching win with seven wild pitches and a tremendously unlikely 9-1 winning streak.

“I just had the confidence in myself to be able to put the ball in play, and after I saw where it landed, I just kept on running and running,” said Andi Veneziale, who stroked the game-winning, bases-loaded home run in the seventh to give up-to-this-point lightly regarded Northern Burlington a gripping 9-7 win over pre-game favorite Rancocas Valley.

The win, a quarterfinal upset in the Burlington County Scholastic League Softball Tournament, shot the white-hot Greyhounds (10-7) into a semifinal meeting against Holy Cross on a date yet to be determined.

As if that mattered, after yet another come-from-behind win for the Hounds.

“Yes, I guess you could say the feeling on the bench was a little grim after RV took a 3-0 early lead,” said NBC’s Tara Corcoran. “But, as we told the girls, we’ve been coming from behind all year long and why should this game be any different.”

The Red Devils applied Paige DeBow’s leadoff triple and RBI singles from Lauren Gaskill and Laura Malinoski to tally three runs in the bottom of the third.

But a two-out triple by Meghin Stanton, followed by RBI singles from Veneziale, Kacie Herity and Sam Bobbit staked the Greyhounds to a 4-3 advantage.

NBC’s Kayla Pullen found herself in the middle of Northern’s two big rallies — in the fourth and the telling seventh — by getting aboard on an error and a walk despite having half of her left pinkie hanging out due to a slide at home by RV in the fifth.

“I asked how she felt and she said she wasn’t coming out of the game even if it took a tow truck,” said Corcoran. Continued...

12See Full StoryReader Comments »View reader comments (0) » Comment on this story »

With that kind of strength, the Greyhounds couldn’t be curbed, as Schroeder opened the seventh with a single before Stanton singled and Kayla Pullen followed with a walk off relief pitcher Alissa Martin.

Veneziale then followed by swatting a 2-0 pitch into right-centerfield for the game’s big blast.

“We were all looking for her to come through,” said Stanton. “The turnaround in us has been unbelievable since we had a ‘closed-door’ get-together at Pinero’s in Hamilton Square.

“It was between that and our turning point in the seventh inning against Delsea that gave us the confidence to get it together.”

And the shock that came with the loss — especially after RV was granted a win courtesy of the 10-run mercy rule earlier in the season against NBC.

“Northern was absolutely the better team today and they proved it,” said RV’s Erin Mattio. “What we have to do — even after 17 games — is to get better focus on who we are and what we have to do to win a game. Today was just another example of that.”

NBC (10-7)     000     401     4     — 9

RV (13-4)     003     031     0     — 7

WP: Stanton (8-7). LP: Pfieffer (4-4). 3B-Stanton (N); Dotson (R); DeBow (R). HR-N) Veneziale) RBI-Veneziale (N)-5; Herity (N)-2; Bobbit (N); Pandle (N).

  Veneziale’s slam lifts Greyhounds into softball semis
DATE POSTED: Thursday, May 19, 2011 10:24 AM EDT

By Justin Feil, The Packet Group

COLUMBUS: Veneziale’s slam lifts Greyhounds into softball semis

DATE POSTED: Thursday, May 19, 2011 10:24 AM EDT

By Justin Feil, The Packet Group
With the bases loaded and down two runs in the seventh inning of the Burlington County Scholastic League Tournament quarterfinals, Andi Veneziale was just hoping to put the ball in play.

The Northern Burlington High junior’s grand slam delivered a 9-7 win over Rancocas Valley last Wednesday and a berth in the semifinals, where they will face Holy Cross.

”I’d have to say that’s my biggest hit ever,” said Veneziale, the Greyhounds first baseman who has been starting since she was a freshman. “The hit itself, and the game we’re in, and it was RV. It was a huge game.”

Veneziale’s homer ended a spectacular comeback, but it was nothing compared to the comeback the Greyhounds are working on at the moment. They have won 10 of their last 11 games including the BCSL Tournament quarterfinal after starting the season 1-6.

”We just pretend that didn’t happen and just look forward,” Veneziale said. “It was a bad past. Even RV, we got 10-runned the first time we played them. So it was a huge game. It was a turnaround and it was in the tournament.”

It was Rancocas Valley that handed them their sixth loss, and put them on notice that the season was slipping away.

”I think in the beginning, we thought we could be really good,” Veneziale said. “We started not playing well. It was kind of a reality check that we needed to get ourselves together if we wanted to live up to our potential and we started doing it.”

The win started innocently enough with a 7-3 win over Moorestown. It was their first of five straight wins. A loss to Peddie is the only blemish in the turnaround stretch. They won their BCSL Tournament opener, 5-2, over Burlington City with Veneziale knocking in a run on a sacrifice fly and later doubling to score an insurance run.

”The bats are just coming around,” Veneziale said. “We’re starting to get big hits and key hits when we need them. We’re having confidence to put the ball in play.”

The Greyhounds put together another comeback for a 4-3 win over Cinnaminson to head into the county tournament quarterfinal brimming with confidence.

”It’s just getting the hits when we needed to,” Veneziale said of the key for the Greyhounds. “We were down 3-0 and then came back to win, 4-3.”

Even their only win in their first seven games — after five straight losses to open the year — came via comeback, and a special one. Northern Burlington beat Delsea, 3-2, with all three runs coming in the seventh inning.

”Our game at Delsea, we saw we could come back and win,” Veneziale said. “We started doing a lot of team bonding. We just weren’t playing together in the beginning. We are now. We’ve come together so well and we’re clicking.”

Northern Burlington stayed hot with a 6-3 win over Moorestown on the heels of their emotional win over Rancocas Valley. At 11-7, they are a far cry from the start of the year.

”We thought right from the beginning we had the potential and had the skills,” Veneziale said. “We weren’t playing together. It started getting a little nerve-wracking.

”I think now when we’re down, we have the confidence we can come back and we can score runs.”

The slow start could be explained, or at least excused, as the Greyhounds suffered some critical graduation losses. Learning to play together and who would fill some key spots took time. Meghin Stanton has become the everyday pitcher while developing into a steady hurler.

”We lost a lot of girls last year,” Veneziale said. “We lost our pitcher and catcher and a lot of key players. We’ve filled the spots pretty well and starting to work well together.

”We’re a young team,” she added. “We have four starting seniors. We’re young an inexperienced.”

Dara Schroeder, Sam Bobbitt, Arlene Griffin and Kayla Pullen are the quartet of senior starters that have kept the Greyhounds focused through their rough start and helped them turn around the season. The season that seemed grim barely a month into it now has the promise of potential as the Greyhounds eye a chance at the county championship.

”Our chances have increased so much,” Veneziale said. “We have so much more confidence and we know we can be in these tournaments and win them potentially.

”We do have a lot of really good players on the team. We knew we had the potential. It was just putting it together.”
NJ HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL: Holy Cross shuts down NorthernBurlington
NJ HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL: Holy Cross shuts down Northern Burlington

Published: Sunday, May 22, 2011

By NEIL PASCOE

For The Trentonian

DELRAN — If the End of Days was due to arrive later on in the afternoon, Northern Burlington’s Meghin Stanton and Holy Cross’ Taylor Steele certainly didn’t let it bother them in the Burlington County Scholastic Tournament semifinal.

After we all survived last night, it will be the Lancers who’ll be facing New Egypt Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. at Northern Burlington after their 4-0 win over the Greyhounds.

“We’re really looking forward to that game and facing Emily (Bausher),” said HC’s Walt Walsh after watching Steele record 15 strikeouts against the Hounds. “We were supposed to play them on Wednesday, but the rain forced us to cancel the game.

“It’s only Saturday and we don’t have any more games to play before then, so we’ll just work on the little things between now and then. After all, if you haven’t conquered the so-called big things by now, you shouldn’t be playing for anything, right?”

Indeed, as the Lancers took the little things to heart in the very first inning when, after two outs, Taylor Cowan slapped a single to center and Tara Mason followed with a line single to right off Stanton. Steele then followed with a bases-loaded walk.

On a 1-2 count, Kerry Farrell juiced a screaming single to center scoring Cowan and Mason before Steele tallied on an NBC error for a 3-0 lead.

“That pretty much set the tone of the game,” said Northern’s Tara Corcoran. “We had a lot of winning momentum before the rains came this week.

“The last time we played a game was about a week ago against Allentown and, no matter how much you try to prepare and get ready for a game, playing outside is a little different than trying to get it done in a gym.”

The long layoff didn’t seem to bother the Lancers as they followed their first-inning explosion with yet another run in the second when Erika Hepfl legged out a bunt single, and after Stephanie Wood pushed her to second on a wild pitch, scored on a clutch single by Gianna Saraullo for a 4-0 lead.

“Clutch hitting and clutch pitching did this game for us today,” Walsh pointed out. “We had those two outs in the first inning and came back to score runs, then got that big insurance run with two out. Continued...

 “In between, Taylor kept on throwing her game, no matter what the pitches were called. It was a little tricky strike zone today, but she just stayed to form and kept throwing what she always does,” Walsh pointed out.

The Lancer’s 10th straight win propels them into their first appearance in the BCSL title game.

Steele continued her eye-popping strikeout resume by fanning 15 Greyhounds for a total of 235 for the year en route to hurling a two-hitter.

No. Burlington (11-8) 000 000 0 — 0

Holy Cross (16-4) 310 000 x — 4

WP: Steele (16-4). LP: Stanton (8-8). RBI-Saraullo (HC); Farrell (HC)-2.

On a 1-2 count, Kerry Farrell juiced a screaming single to center scoring Cowan and Mason before Steele tallied on an NBC error for a 3-0 lead.

“That pretty much set the tone of the game,” said Northern’s Tara Corcoran. “We had a lot of winning momentum before the rains came this week.

“The last time we played a game was about a week ago against Allentown and, no matter how much you try to prepare and get ready for a game, playing outside is a little different than trying to get it done in a gym.”

The long layoff didn’t seem to bother the Lancers as they followed their first-inning explosion with yet another run in the second when Erika Hepfl legged out a bunt single, and after Stephanie Wood pushed her to second on a wild pitch, scored on a clutch single by Gianna Saraullo for a 4-0 lead.

“Clutch hitting and clutch pitching did this game for us today,” Walsh pointed out. “We had those two outs in the first inning and came back to score runs, then got that big insurance run with two out.

“In between, Taylor kept on throwing her game, no matter what the pitches were called. It was a little tricky strike zone today, but she just stayed to form and kept throwing what she always does,” Walsh pointed out.

The Lancer’s 10th straight win propels them into their first appearance in the BCSL title game.

Steele continued her eye-popping strikeout resume by fanning 15 Greyhounds for a total of 235 for the year en route to hurling a two-hitter.

Softball Standings - 5/19/11
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Softball Standings - 5/19/11

Through May 18

W L Pct.

 Florence 14 1 .933

New Egypt 16 2 .889

Maple Shade 14 3 .824

Holy Cross 15 4 .789

Rancocas Valley 14 4 .778

Riverside 11 5 .688

Northern Burlington 10 6  .625

Cherokee 9 6 .600

Shawnee 10 7 .589

Burlington City 11 8 .579

Delran 8 8 .500

Pemberton 8 8 .500

Lenape 7 9 .438

Cinnaminson 7 10 .412

Westampton Tech 7 11 .389

Burlington Twp. 6 10 .375

Moorestown 5 11 .313

Willingboro 5 11 .313

Seneca 4 9 .308

Palmyra 4 12 .250

Medford Tech 3 9 .250

Bordentown 3 11 .214

Doane Academy 2 10 .167

BCL FREEDOM

W L Pts.

Maple Shade 10 0 20

Riverside 8 1 16

Burlington City 7 2 14

Pemberton 3 4 6

Westampton Tech 3 5 6

Palmyra 3 7 6

Medford Tech 2 7 4

Trenton Catholic 0 10 0

BCL PATRIOT

W L Pts.

New Egypt 8 0 16

Florence 7 1 14

Holy Cross 5 3 10

Delran 2 6 4

Bordentown 2 7 4

Cinnaminson 1 8 2

BCL LIBERTY

W L Pts.

y-Rancocas Valley 6 0 12

N. Burlington 4 2 8

Burlington Twp. 2 4 4

Moorestown 2 5 4

Willingboro 2 5 4

OLYMPIC AMERICAN

W L Pts.

Washington Twp. 5 2 10

Cherokee 5 2 10

Lenape 2 6 4

Eastern 4 2 8

Cherry Hill East 1 5 2

OLYMPIC PATRIOT

W L Pts.

x-Triton 7 1 14

Shawnee 5 2 10

Cherry Hill West 5 3 10

Winslow 2 6 4

Pennsauken 0 7 0

OLYMPIC NATIONAL

W L Pts.

x-Camden Catholic 7 0 14

Bishop Eustace 5 2 10

Paul VI 3 4 6

Timber Creek 2 6 4

Seneca 1 6 2

x-clinched division title; y-clinched tie for title

Softball Notebook: Comeback suited Greyhounds perfectly By John A. Lewis Calkins Media, Inc.

BY JOHN A. LEWIS  STAFF WRITER
With Northern Burlington, you have to say "nine of the last 10."

The Greyhounds are 10-6 and riding an eight-game win streak, their longest since the 2005 season. But the big moment for Northern Burlington, which started the season 2-6, actually occurred in the first game of the 10-game stretch in question.

"Beating Delsea (on April 21) was the turning point of our season," Northern coach Tara Corcoran said. "We were in the bottom of the seventh and (Delsea pitcher Jayne Zielman) had a perfect game going, and we came back and beat them. If that's not coming together in the clutch, I don't know what is."

Dara Schroeder's leadoff single broke up the perfect game effort. Selena Senechai reached on an infield hit and both scored on pitcher Meghin Stanton's triple. A throwing error brought Stanton home and the comeback was complete.

The Greyhounds lost their next game to Rancocas Valley, 11-1. They haven't lost since - even on a return trip to Eastampton for the Burlington County Scholastic League Tournament. Northern rallied twice from three-run deficits to beat the Red Devils, 9-7, on May 11. Corcoran hopes that in addition to defining clutch once again - Northern Burlington scored four seventh-inning runs to win it - it revealed something to the Greyhounds about themselves.

"I think for them it showed that they can handle being on the same field with a team like that," Corcoran said. "You hope it'll make you step up to the challenge, and they stepped up and exceeded it. They never gave up and never had defeat in their eyes."

Softball Statistics - 5/19/11
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Softball Statistics - 5/19/11

TOP 5

New Egypt (16-2)

Florence (14-1)

Rancocas Valley (14-4)

Holy Cross (15-4)

Cherokee (9-6)

DOUBLES

Jackie Pezzato, Shawnee 13

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 11

Kate Larson, Delran 9

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 9

Nicole Feoli, Burlington Twp. 8

Kristen Soprano, Shawnee 8

Sydney Worek, Florence 8

Michelle Pezzato, Shawnee 7

Cassie Apholz, Pemberton 6

Brittany Granahan, Maple Shade 6

Lauren Routzahn, Maple Shade 6

TRIPLES

Taylor Schuck, Burlington City 6

Meghin Stanton N. Burlington 4
Andi Veneziale N. Burlington 4

Sharde Adams, Willingboro 3

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 3

Jessica Cooper, Westampton Tech 3

Lauren Gaskill, Rancocas Valley 3

Kayla Pullen, N. Burlington 3

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 3

HOME RUNS

Nicole Bay, Lenape 3

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 3

Rice Fazio, Shawnee 2

Lauren Gaskill, Rancocas Valley 2

Asia Ellis, Lenape 2

Rachael LeVach, Florence 2

Aubrey Paris, Delran 2

Heather Porrini, Cinnaminson 2

Meghin Stanton, N. Burlington 2 

Victoria Vasapolli, Burlington City 2

PITCHING RECORDS

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 15-2

Taylor Steele, Holy Cross 15-4

Lauren Routzahn, Maple Shade 13-3

Victoria Vasapolli, Burlington City 11-8

Jackie Pezzato, Shawnee 9-4

Meghin Stanton, N. Burlington    9-6

Sydney Worek, Florence 8-1

Taylor Morgan, Riverside 8-4

Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 8-6

Alissa Martin, Rancocas Valley 7-0

SHUTOUTS

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 14

Taylor Steele, Holy Cross 9

Lauren Routzahn, Maple Shade 5

Jackie Pezzato, Shawnee 4

BCT - Abrupt End
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Abrupt end By JOHN A. LEWIS Staff Writer Calkins Media, Inc.

MANSFIELD - Frustration will give way to satisfaction before too long.

When the Northern Burlington softball team looks beyond its last game at the 2011 season, the Greyhounds will feel good about what they've accomplished in the last three weeks.

Even if the seedings say Northern should have beaten the Lawrence Cardinals, who handed them a 5-0 setback Tuesday in their first-round, Central Jersey Group 3 playoff, that's fine. Before they took the field at the start of an eight-game win streak on April 30, the seedings would have counted the Greyhounds out completely.

"It's hard to be on this end of it, but like I told the girls, at one point we weren't even in the tournament, with our record," Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. "So to be the seventh seed, that shows we made strides."

All that aside, there was only one way to describe how it ended. Kim Ragazzo smacked a solo home run to open the scoring in the fourth inning and struck out 10 in a three-hit shutout to boost the Cardinals (10-10). Lawrence, the

10th seed in the tournament, will face second-seeded Middletown South in the sectional quarterfinal Thursday.

"They've come so far," Corcoran said. "It's just frustrating."

That's certainly the kind of day the Greyhounds (11-9) had at the plate. The Greyhounds got a runner on in each of the first four innings, but each time, Lawrence made a play to strand her. Five of Ragazzo's 10 strikeouts came with runners on base.

"I just tried to keep a clear head," Ragazzo said. "I had a rough game, last game, so I was trying not to think about that. I was just doing what I had to do, and my pitches were working."

Ragazzo's bat got working in the fourth, when she launched a Meghin Stanton offering just over the glove of Northern's Sam Bobbitt, who leaped for it at the center field wall.

"I'm always an aggressive hitter," Ragazzo said. "I jump on the first pitch that looks good to me. I saw it in my zone, so I just went after it. It was right down the middle - a little high, but she wasn't that fast, so I could catch up to it. I had a feeling (it was going out). I was pretty sure."

Sammie Peratta followed that hit with a double and scored on a fielder's choice. The Cardinals added three runs without a hit in the seventh on a wild pitch, a bases-loaded walk and a Northern Burlington error.

Ragazzo needed just five pitches to retire the Greyhounds in the seventh.

"I'm going to remember their 'never wanting to give up' mentality," Corcoran said. "Whether it's the Delsea game, the R.V. game, we knew that we were capable of (a comeback), but (the seventh) just made it a difficult task. I'm also going to remember the leadership that Dara Schroeder provided."

The last month will also provide the Greyhounds' senior shortstop, with some great memories, too.

"We grew as a team," Schroeder said. "We bonded and started to click, and eventually became more of a family. The chemistry on the field changed so much that it just changed our entire game."

Quick look

Central Jersey Group 3 Softball playoffs

Lawrence 5, N. Burlington 0

Stat of the game: Northern Burlington was shut out only twice this season — in its last two games.

BCT - Softball Statistics
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Softball statistics - 5/12/11

DOUBLES

Jackie Pezzato, Shawnee 12

 Nicole Feoli, Burlington Township 8

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 8

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 7

Kate Larson, Delran 7

Kristen Soprano, Shawnee 7

Michelle Pezzato, Shawnee 7

Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 6

Paige DeBow, Rancocas Valley 5

Dezarae Fillmyer, Florence 5

Lauren Gaskill, Rancocas Valley 5

Kelsey Markowitz, Doane Academy 5

Tara Mason, Holy Cross 5

Dara Schroeder, N. Burlington 5

Sydney Worek, Florence 5

TRIPLES

Taylor Schuck, Burlington City 5

Andi Veneziale, N. Burlington 4

Sharde Adams, Willingboro 3

Lauren Gaskill, Rancocas Valley 3

Meghin Stanton, N. Burlington 3
HOME RUNS

Nicole Bay, Lenape 3

Asia Ellis, Lenape 2

Lauren Gaskill, Rancocas Valley 2

Aubrey Paris, Delran 2

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 2

Meghin Stanton, N. Burlington 2 

Victoria Vasapolli, Burlington City 2

PITCHING RECORDS

Alissa Martin, Rancocas Valley 7-0

Sydney Worek, Florence 7-0

Katie Hansel, Rancocas Valley 5-0

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 12-2

Lauren Routzahn, Maple Shade 9-3

Taylor Steele, Holy Cross 12-4

Jackie Pezzato, Shawnee 8-4

Taylor Morgan, Riverside 7-4

Victoria Vasapolli, Burlington City 6-5

Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 8-6

Meghin Stanton, N. Burlington 8-6
SHUTOUTS

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 11

Taylor Steele, Holy Cross 8

Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 3

Jackie Pezzato, Shawnee 3

Lauren Routzahn, Maple Shade 3

Sydney Worek, Florence 3

NBC summer softball  teams

EMMALINE ARMSTRONG -NIGHTMARE PURPLE 14 U

CLARISSA CHIMENTI -NIGHTMARE PURPLE 14 U

KACIE HERITY -BORDENTOWN BANDITS 18 U

DANIELLE PANDL - ABINGTON VIPERS 18 U

DARA SCHROEDER -SOUTH JERSEY DEVILS ELITE 18 U

SELENA SENACHAI -JACKSON RENEGADES 18 U

MEGHIN STANTON -ABINGTON VIPERS 18 U

ANDI VENEZIALE -FINCH'S ACES 18 U

"I liked the way we fought back at the end," Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. "It wasn't enough. I know it rained on both teams, but it was a tough situation. The weather does (make the lead seem bigger), but I was glad we showed that fight in the last inning."

BCT - Softball Statistics

Posted: Thursday, April 28, 2011 12:00 am | Updated: 9:20 am, Thu Apr 28, 2011. 

DOUBLES

Nicole Feoli, Burlington Twp. 6

 Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 5

Kate Larson, Delran 5

Jackie Pezzato, Shawnee 5

Michelle Pezzato, Shawnee 5

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 4

Lauren Gaskill, Rancocas Valley 4

Tara Mason, Holy Cross 4

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 4

TRIPLES

Meghin Stanton, N. Burlington 3

Lauren Gaskill, Rancocas Valley 2

Megan Goodspeed, Florence 2

Rachael LeVach, Florence 2

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 2

HOME RUNS

Aubrey Paris, Delran 2

Kayla Soles, New Egypt 2

Victoria Vasapolli, Burlington City 2

PITCHING RECORDS

Alissa Martin, Rancocas Valley 6-0

Lauren Routzahn, Maple Shade 6-1

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 5-1

Taylor Morgan, Riverside 5-1

Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 6-2

Taylor Steele, Holy Cross 6-2

SHUTOUTS

Emily Bausher, New Egypt 4

Carolyn Griffin, Cherokee 3

Taylor Steele, Holy Cross 3

Lauren Routzahn, Maple Shade 2

