Coaches Corner-
This is a final look at the 2014 season. It was a season that started with the team working out during the winter in the Mansfield facility. Captains Kacie Herity and Meredith Taylor led the team through these workouts. The lingering question was how to replace the indominatable, Meghin Stanton. The Hounds were looking to replace her presence as a captain, her abilities on the mound and her performance at the plate. These concerns were highlighted during the preseason when NBC looked overmatched in several games. The beginning of the season proved to be a roller coaster. Two victories out of the gate, one against arch rival RVRHS, seemed to indicate that the team was ready to fire on all cylinders. This quickly evaporated when things came crashing down in losses to Florence and Bordentown. Next up was the Overbrook Tournament with Eastern High School, number one in South Jersey as the first opponent with Meredith Taylor not able to play because of testing. In probably the upset of early season South Jersey, the Dawgs defeated the favored Viking 3-1. A resounding victory over Sterling High School, Coach Corcoran’s former team seemed to be the formula for success but this was followed by a loss to Millville. Four victories in a row springboarded the team back on track highlighted by a 11-1 beating of eventual Group 1 State champ New Egypt. Once again things turned sour with a 1-0 loss to Moorestown and in perhaps the worst defeat of the year, a 6-2 defeat to Triton. This placed the Dawgs at 7-5 and a season that appeared to be on the upswing suddenly seemed in danger. It seemed that the truest believers in the Hounds were the Dawgs themselves. From this point, NBC would go 14-2 and were, perhaps one of the most dangerous teams in South or Central Jersey. Victories continued to pile up, often in dramatic fashion, can anyone say, 7th inning down 2-1 to Audrey Weller and Moorestown- Megan Mayernik on base 2 outs and a 1-2 count to Meredith Taylor, touch em all Mere, because Moorestown is defeated 3-2. Another victory over RVRHS, down 4-0 to Highstown and the Dawgs win in extra innings, yikes these Dawgs howl in the face of adversity. A breathtaking win against Moorestown and the Dawgs were The Greatest Show on Mansfield Road.
Probably the greatest stretch of softball in the annals of NBC softball history started on a Monday with a doubleheader victory over Pennsauken. A third time against RVRHS, nobody defeats a team 3 times in a season, wrong. Now for the final piece. Wednesday afternoon defeating New Egypt to clinch at least a tie for the league, and now the schedulers send us for the second doubleheader in three days, a journey to Bordentown in front of a raucous crowd ready to cheer their Scotties onto the BCSL championship. Oops, someone forgot to tell this to the Hounds. Morgan Clauser pitching on sheer guts pitched 21 innings in two days and defeated the Scotties as Rachel Taylor sealed the victory with a two run shot in the bottom of the 6th to send the Hounds to their first BCSL title 4-1.The Hounds defeated Pemberton 14-7 with 5 homeruns to win the Liberty Division for the second consecutive season. The Hounds made it to the 2nd round of the playoffs where they were defeated by Steinert 3-1.
Individually, the offense was close to the same level as 2013. Megan Mayernik led South Jersey in doubles and had a coming out party which showed her to be the best lead off hitter in South Jersey as well as unparalleled as a 2nd basemen. She was chosen for 1st team Burlington County Times, 1st team all Liberty Division, 2nd team All Area Trentonian, and 3rd team all South Jersey Newark Star Ledger. Kacie Herity in her senior season reached the coveted 100 hit mark, made 2nd team all Liberty Division and played in the Senior All-Star game. Meredith Taylor reached the 100 hit mark in her junior year and is on pace to shatter the hit mark as a Hound. Mere also made first team Burlington County Times, 1st team all Liberty Division, 3rd team All Area Trentonian, and 2nd team all South Jersey Courier Post. Rachel Taylor set the Hound single season record with 8 homeruns and was selected to 3rd team all area Terntonian, 1st team all Liberty Division and 2nd team BCT. Ashley Zulla was the maestro behind the plate and continued her hitting by compiling a 2 year total of 77 hits. At this pace she will end up with 150 hits. She was selected 3rd team All Area Trentonian and 1st team all Liberty Division. Morgan Clauser was outstanding in her first year as the go to pitcher for the Hounds. Claus had waited her turn through two years never complaining, always supportive- so it was rewarding to see Claus become the premier pitcher in Burlington County. Check it out. Claus was better than anyone in the county. This was evidenced by her selection as the MVP of the BCSL tournament and 1st team all Liberty Division. There is certainly nothing that can be done to change the mind of writers, but the two most notable mistakes in this writer’s view are that Ashley Zulla and Morgan Clauser were not given more post season accolades. Hopefully, this will put a chip on both of their shoulders as they prepare for next season. Alex Zulla caught fire in the second half of the season and continued to play 3rd base better than anyone in the area. She also made 2nd team all Liberty Division. Shaye Santos was another player who became more formidable as the season progressed and produced the defensive highlight play of the year by an outfielder as she threw a runner out at home against Moorestown which still reverberates in the minds of many. Transfer students Precious Williams and “Marty” Stephens proved to be invaluable as newcomers. Marty was the igniter against Hightstown and Precious was the detonator. Both will add to the team after a year as Hounds. Lauren Tomei, Tori Bowen and Savanah Bowen showed themselves to be invaluable as contributors to the team in tough situations. All three will be counted on to be key components of the Hounds plans in 2015. Rebecca Cundiff, Corine Savelli, and Alex Veneziale saw varsity action and their roles will expand next year. 
The Carpenter’s Cup had both Meredith Taylor and Morgan Clauser featured and Claus was the number one pitcher and Mere was the number 3 hitter.
THE FUTURE- The Hounds will lose four year starter, Kacie Herity who will go on to play at Rensselaer. Herity was a catalyst for the Dawgs both defensively and offensively. She will be sorely missed. The remainder of the team returns along with a group of JV and Freshmen players who were extremely successful. The long term looks equally bright as evidenced by the two day clinic this year run by the v

varsity players. Over 45 pups attended and their skill level was truly impressive.

	pm, Tue May 20, 2014. 
Softball: Northern ousted by SteinertBy Pete Innaurato CorrespondentBurlington County Times
MANSFIELD — For Northern Burlington High’s youthful softball squad it was a case of too little, too late.
The second-seeded Greyhounds were held hitless for five innings and showed life in the later innings before falling to 10th-seeded Steinert 3-1 in the quarterfinal round of the Central Jersey Group 3 playoffs Tuesday.
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Steinert’s Jess Giordano kept the Greyhounds off balance, allowing just four hits.
“We hadn’t faced someone with that type of speed in a while,” said Kacie Herity, who had one of Northern’s four hits. “She was working the ball in and out and added a lot of velocity. We were thrown off a bit by her ability to throw fast and effectively.”
Northern starting pitcher Morgan Clauser threw seven strong innings, allowing three runs on five hits, striking out six and walking two.
Steinert scored all three of its runs in the third. Alissa Brugnoli and Megan Gallagher singled. Brugnoli scored on a hit by Gaby Bennett. Giordano then helped her own cause with a two-run single.
“We were in a position where we needed to score there because (Northern) would come back if we didn’t,” Giordano said. “Scoring three runs early in the third helped me stay calm and pitch my game.”
Herity broke up the no-hit bid with a leadoff single to right and later scored on Alex Zulla’s hit to cut the lead to 3-1.
“We got some momentum there in the sixth,” Zulla said. “We were all feeling as if we could get this game tied or take the lead, but unfortunately that didn’t happen. We just got started a little too late. That’s the problem, we do that a lot.”
Northern, the Burlington County Scholastic League Liberty Division champions and BCSL Tournament winners, wasn’t able to get anything going in the final frame and watched their season come to an end.
With Herity the only senior on the team, the Greyhounds (21-7) have a bright future, but losing at home in the playoffs is never easy.
“It would’ve been nice to win in my final year,” said Herity, who will be attending Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in the fall. “I’m going to continue my career in softball in college, but this one does sting. I’m going to miss playing with these girls; they are well beyond their years.”
Northern had five freshmen penciled in daily in 2013 and all of them stepped up big time in 2014
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Red-hot Steinert upsets NBC to reach CJ III semis
1/7
COLUMBUS — On April 26, after a loss to Conwell-Egan, Steinert’s softball team found itself four games under .500 and appeared to be a squad that was headed nowhere. 
Just over three weeks later, it is a team advancing to the Central Jersey Group III semifinals.
The 10th-seeded Spartans punched their ticket Tuesday by taking a 3-1 victory at second-seeded Northern Burlington. 
By winning for the 10th time in their last 12 games, the Spartans (13-9) will meet the winner of Wednesday’s Ewing-Somerville game. 
“I’m not going to lie, I wasn’t sure if we would do as well as we’re doing because we did have a rough start,” said senior hurler Jess Giordano, who threw a three-hitter with eight strikeouts and cracked a two-run single. “But I’m feeling like we’re doing kind of what we did last year. We’re doing really well. I’m happy with the way we’re playing.”
Last year Steinert also got hot late and reached the CJ IV finals before losing to Hillsborough. 
“I always felt we could turn it around,” junior shortstop Alissa Brugnoli said. “We have great players. When everybody’s on, we’re unstoppable.”
Northern (21-7) came in hotter than Steinert, having won 10 straight and taking the Burlington County Tournament title last week. 
But the visitors got all they needed in the third inning when Brugnoli’s one-out single sparked a string of four straight hits that led to three runs. 
“Coming up with one out you just always want to get things started,” said Brugnoli, who was moved to the leadoff spot a few weeks ago. “Nobody was on, I’m the leadoff, I gotta get things started up most of the time. I was thinking ‘Base hit, base hit, just get a base hit,’ and it kind of worked out.”
Megan Gallagher and Gaby Bennett followed with singles. Coach Jean Ruppert held Brugnoli at third but when the throw skipped away from the catcher, Scooter scooted home to make it 1-0. 
Giordano lined a single into center to chase in two more, and then went back to focusing on pitching. The right-hander carried a no-hitter into the sixth inning before Kacie Herity shot one down the first baseline. 
After getting two more outs, Giordano allowed singles to Rachel Taylor and Alex Zulla that made it 3-1. Taylor took third on Zulla’s hit and Zulla made it to second on the throw, putting the tying run in scoring position. 
Ruppert strode purposely to the circle to have a conference with the pitcher and her infield.
“I just said that Jess needed them to make the plays,” Ruppert said. “She’s doing everything she can to keep them limited with their swings. They have some really nice hitters over there. We knew coming in we had to do our job defensively and hit their spots.”
Shaye Santos proved a tough out, fouling off several pitches and working the count to 2-2 before Giordano struck her out swinging. She retired the side in order in the seventh and Steinert finds itself two wins from a sectional crown.
Does it feel like last year? 
“I think that’s part of the rhythm they’re feeling,” Ruppert said. “I wanted them to get to that stage to feel what it’s like. This is the exciting part of the season and obviously the seniors and the juniors were part of that last year so it’s helpful. 
“I saw quite a few former seniors here today and I have a feeling that friendship continued and the support is there from them as well.”
They have at least one more game to lend their support, as the Spartans have come a long way since Apr. 26. 
— Follow Rich Fisher on twitter @fish4scores and on Fish4scores.com 
Steinert (13-9) 003 000 0 3 – 3 5 1
Northern Burlington (21-7) 000 001 0 – 1 3 2
WP: Giordano, LP: Clauser. RBI: S-Giordano 2. N-Al. Zulla. Strikeouts: Giordano 8. Clauser 7.

[image: image3.png]



SOFTBALL: Five minutes with Northern Burlington’s Meredith Taylor
CHL 11:54 p.m. EDT May 16, 2014
Each week, girls’ softball writer Celeste Whittaker will spend five minutes bouncing a wide range of questions off some of the top players in South Jersey.
In this week’s Q&A, she speaks with Northern Burlington junior first baseman Meredith Taylor.
The questions will be lighthearted and fun — with some softball mixed in.
CW: You guys have played really well of late, you’ve had some nice wins and recently won the BCSL Tournament crown. Did you expect this?
MT: Yeah, we had one key senior last year, which was Meghin (Staton). She really held the team together. Coming in this year, we knew we had a lot of really good talent. We knew that we were going to be good, beating those different teams and everything.
CW: Do you feel you’ve taken on more of a leadership role this year?
MT: I’d like to think I do. I’m co-captain this year. (Senior shortstop) Kacie (Herity) is the main captain. We really stick together, and we do stuff for the team. We pick everybody up who is feeling down. We feel like we can stay on top of the girls and make sure they’re doing everything.
CW: When did you start playing softball?
MT: I think I started when I was 8, maybe before that. I was on a coed team when I was younger, then I worked my way up, then I was on different travel teams. For middle school, I played for St. Gregory the Great (in Hamilton), then I came here.
CW: What do you like the most about playing softball?
MT: I like the competition. As you get older, the competition gets better. I really like playing the hard teams. For myself, it makes me better. Seeing all the different competitions and seeing the level of play, especially the college level, just so I can aspire myself to be like that.
CW: Have you made up your mind on where you’re going to school?
MT: No, I haven’t. There are so many choices. I’m looking a lot of different places.
CW: On a day when your coach gives you off, what do you do for fun?
MT: It depends. I know this last Saturday, we had a day off. Usually my days off are for resting, especially icing and stuff. Other than that, I just hang out with friends. I hang out with my sister a lot and we’ll go out to eat or something.
CW: Do you have a favorite food or meal?
MT: I love vodka rigatoni. I love pasta.
CW: Is there any other favorite sport other than softball?
MT: I play tennis, too, for school. I love watching professional tennis. I think it’s so cool. This year I want to go see the U.S. Open.
CW: Do you follow any of the local teams?
MT: I’m definitely a huge Eagles fan, and I know my coach (Tara Corcoran) loves that, too. We’re both really big Eagles’ fans.
CW: Do you have a favorite softball memory from playing at Northern Burlington?
MT: One of the biggest memories was probably when I got my 100th hit this season. All the girls were running up, giving me the poster and everything. They made a huge poster. It was so cute. It had my favorite colors on it and all the pictures from over the years.
CW: Do you have any pregame rituals or superstitions?
MT: This year, before every game, we have a little circle with all the players in it. We say our personal goals and our team goals. Pitcher Morgan Clauser always braids my hair before a game. That’s my one main superstition.
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Northern Burlington edges Bordentown to capture BCSL crown
By ED MORLOCK, emorlock@trentonian.com
BORDENTOWN — Two-out hitting and pitching. That was the winning recipe for Northern Burlington softball Tuesday as it won the first Burlington County Scholastic League Tournament in school history, 4-1, against Bordentown.
“The girls are a great group of girls who deserve everything that they get,” NBC head coach Tara Corcoran said. “They worked hard for it.”
The clutch hitting came in the first and the final innings.
Rachel Taylor led the offensive charge for the Greyhounds (19-6). She had an RBI single in the first inning and a two-run home run in the seventh, both with two outs. Her late blast cleared the left field fence.
Ashley Zulla had NBC’s other RBI. With two outs in the first, she plated Megan Mayernik to put the first run of the game on the board.
Morgan Clauser pitched a beautiful game with great defense behind her.
“Amazing,” Corcoran said of Clauser’s effort. “She just stays in the game. She doesn’t let things rattle her or let anything affect her.”
Clauser, named the tournament’s MVP, struck out four batters and only allowed one run, which came on a balk.
The game against Bordentown was her second complete game of the day. She also threw seven innings in a 6-4 win against New Egypt to keep the Greyhounds in first place in the Liberty Division.
“She has the day off tomorrow,” Corcoran joked.
“I wouldn’t be able to do it without my defense,” Clauser said. “They’re awesome and I just love my team so much.”
The biggest defensive play of the game came from first baseman Meredith Taylor.
The Scotties (15-3) had the bases loaded with one out in the bottom of the sixth. Anatasia Salara ripped a line drive down the first base line, but Meredith Taylor snagged it and stepped on the bag for an inning-ending double play.
“That was crazy huge,” Clauser said. “It made a complete difference in the game and it really helped us pick up the win.”
Bordentown was unlucky in the bottom of the fifth. With a runner on first, Carli Shaw doubled down the left field line and Jayme Kagel was on her way home to tie the game at 2-2. The ball went out of play and Kagel went back to third. Clauser got the next batter out and the Greyhounds kept a one-run lead.
Northern Burlington (19-6) 200 000 2 — 4
Bordentown (15-3) 010 000 0 — 1
WP– Clauser. LP- Dalton. 

RBI- NB: R. Taylor 3, Ash. Zulla. HR-NB: R. Taylor. 2B-NB: Mayernik. B: Dalton, Shaw.
K’s: Clauser 4, Dalton 1.

Northern Burlington 6, New Egypt 4
Northern Burlington 024 000 0 — 6
New Egypt 000 001 3 — 4

WP-Clauser. LP-Rodriguez.
2B-NB: R. Taylor, Stephens
Softball: Northern collects two crowns
 
Northern Burlington v Bordentown Softball
Bryan Woolston
Northern Burlington v Bordentown Softball
Northern Burlington's Morgan Clauser pitches during the BCSL softball finals at Bordentown High School, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. (PHOTO Bryan Woolston / @woolstonphot
Bryan Woolston
Northern Burlington v Bordentown Softball
Northern Burlington's LaurenTomei crosses the plate ahead of catch of Hannah Gavin during the BCSL softball finals at Bordentown High School, Wednesday, May 14, 2014. (PHOTO Bryan Woolston / @wo
 
Posted on May 14, 2014
by JOHN LEWIS
BORDENTOWN — You could look at it, at the start of the day and think it was twice the work — or you could take it on, conquer it, and at the end of the day realize it was twice the thrill.
Actually, the Northern Burlington softball team didn’t have to decide. The Greyhounds probably did both Wednesday.
Just a couple of hours after clinching at least a share of the Burlington County Scholastic League Liberty Division title, Northern Burlington had more to celebrate: Morgan Clauser pitched a three-hitter and Rachel Taylor drove in three runs — two of them with a seventh-inning homer, as the Greyhounds defeated Bordentown 4-1 in the BCSL Tournament championship game.
Northern defeated New Egypt 6-4 in a regular-season game that featured shortstop Kacie Herity’s 100th career hit. Clauser pitched a complete game in that one as well.
“It didn’t really affect me, that we had two games,” said Clauser, who pitched both and was honored after the game as the tournament Most Valuable Player. “I mean, my arm’s tired, but I wasn’t tired during the game.”
Still, her teammates gave her an immediate lift. Megan Mayernik led the game off with a double, and Northern brought two runs across with three consecutive two-out hits. Taylor drove in the first run of the game with a single to right field.
Bordentown got a run back in the home second, when Chrissy Dalton doubled, moved up on a groundout and went home on a balk. The Scotties threatened twice to score again.
In the fifth inning, Jamye Kagel reached on an error with two outs and Carli Shaw sent a drive down the left field line. The ball bounced into foul territory and beyond the temporary fence, and Kagel, already at home plate, was sent back to third. It was a ground-rule double.
The Greyhounds were in trouble again in the sixth inning, when Dalton reached on an error to load the bases with one out. Anastasia Salera sent a bullet down the first-base line, but Northern first baseman Meredith Taylor was standing in just the right spot. She gloved the line drive, stepped on first, and the Greyhounds had escaped again.
“I was really happy that I finally made that double play, because obviously on the first two, I was a little butter-fingered,” Meredith Taylor said. “I honestly don’t know (why she was playing on the line). I usually just play where I think. I don’t know, but I guess it helped.”
Meredith Taylor hit a one-out single in the second. Rachel followed with a two-out blast that easily cleared the left-field fence.
“I was so excited. It felt so good coming off the bat. I was so happy about it,” Rachel said. “It was right down the middle, right where I wanted it.”
The Greyhounds (19-6) have won eight straight games. Northern has won back-to-back Liberty titles; a feat it hadn’t accomplished since 2001 and ’02.
“Today is a great day,” Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. “These were the true definition of team wins. Coming together and not allowing anything to get in the way of what their goal was. They worked together, they had fun — I’m just so proud of them.”
Bordentown, a 12-4 winner over Northern Burlington on April 10, had a six-game win streak ended. The Scotties will be back on the diamond Thursday to face Point Pleasant Boro in a Central Jersey Group 2 playoff game.
“At the end I just told them to keep their heads up,” Bordentown coach Hillary Allen said. “They played a clean softball game. It was just that their hits fell, ours didn’t. We hit the ball, just right to them. I told them keep their heads up, short memory, we’re right back on the field, so bring your ‘A’ game tomorrow.”
[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]


[image: image7.jpg]



NBC walks off with win in 10 [image: image8.png]


By Rick Fortenbaugh, The Trentonian
Northern Burlington softball players greet Rachel Taylor after Taylor hit a 3 run homer against Moorestown. gregg slaboda photo 
COLUMBUS — Much like its 4-3 win in 10 innings over Moorestown Wednesday, things have not generally come all that easy for the Northern Burlington High School softball team this year.
The bottom line, however, is NBC (12-6) is now right where it wants to be. Namely, still tied for first in the Burlington County Scholastic League’s Liberty Division and in the championship game of the BCSL Tourney next week.
Taking on a tough pitcher in the diminutive-but-combative Audrey Weller, Northern Burlington initially looked like it might cruise on a day in which it entered play tied for first in the Liberty Division with Moorestown and New Egypt (Rancocas Valley currently sits two games back).
After nearly scoring in the bottom of the second, NBC moved out to a 3-0 lead in the third inning on an error, single by Meredith Taylor and a line drive three-run homer over the left field fence by Rachel Taylor.
Enjoying one of the finest seasons in the history of its program, Moorestown struck right back in the top of the fourth on a two-out, two-run single by Molina Semple.
That’s the way it stood until the top of the seventh when Weller hit a ground ball that got through an infielder, allowing the tying run to score with two outs. The game-tying error came after a lead-off walk and single by Gabriella O’Byrne against Morgan Clauser.
Northern Burlington had a great chance to end the game in the bottom of the seventh when it loaded the bases on an infield single by Megan Mayernik, an error and a walk. Incredibly, Weller got out of the jam with a pop up to the catcher, a line drive to right field and a roller back to the circle.
When the game rolled around to the 10th inning, both coaches chose to go another way than the conventional route of using the lead-off hitter to bunt the runner over to third, Clauser made the Quakers pay big time for that strategy by striking out the side to finish with a strong seven hitter and 10 strikeouts.
Weller almost did the same to Northern in the bottom of the inning when she got a second out after a lead-off walk and an error. But in a cruel twist of irony for Moorestown after the way it had tied the game in the seventh, NBC then scored the winning run when a grounder off the bat of Kacie Herity was misplayed for a game-winning infield error.
It might not have been the prettiest win, but it was a huge one that left NBC still in control of its own destiny in terms of a league title. It was also the third one-run game between these two evenly matched teams with Northern having now won the last two.
Moorestown (12-5) 000 200 100 0 — 3 7 5
Northern Burlington (12-6) 003 000 000 1 — 4 7 3
WP-Clauser. LP-Weller. 2B-Stevens (NB), HR-R. Taylor (NB). RBIs: M-Semple 2. NB-R. Taylor 3.
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	Softball: Moorestown 1, Northern Burlington 0Softball: Forzley's hit lifts Moorestown
By John A. Lewis
Northern Burlington's Morgan Clauser (left) and Audrey Weller of Moorestown engaged ina pitcher's duel in Saturday's Burlington County Scholastic League Liberty Division game. Weller struck out 11 in a five-hitter as Moorestown won, 1-0.
Moorestown sophomore Callie Forzley came up with a perfect stress reliever.
Her poke into left field with one out in the sixth brought the only run across, as the Quakers defeated Northern Burlington 1-0 in a meeting of Burlington County Scholastic League Liberty Division powers.
“It was 0-0, and I just wanted to get a run in to make it less stressful,” Forzley said.
Forsley’s hit more than did the job. It made a winner of Audrey Weller, who struck out 11 in a five-hitter to earn her second straight shutout. Weller also started the Quakers’ biggest defensive play of the game, after Megan Mayernik doubled to start off the sixth inning. A sacrifice bunt by Kacie Herity brought Mayernik to third base. Meredith Taylor followed with a hard-hit grounder that Weller fielded cleanly.
The senior pitcher ran at Mayernik, who was retired in a rundown.
“I checked three and I saw that she was kind of frozen where she was,” Weller said. “So, not sure, I looked to one, and she was a little too close, then I turned back around, and she’s already halfway there, and I just chased her down. Then I pulled myself out of it and let my defense pick me up.”
Weller followed that play with a strikeout that ended the inning, then the offense picked her up as well.
Gabrielle O’Byrne singled to lead off the sixth and moved up on Weller’s sacrifice bunt. Alexa Massa then drew a walk that brought Forzley to the plate.
“If it’s good, I’ll swing at it,” Forzley said. “It was just right down the middle, so it was pretty sweet. I was just hoping they wouldn’t field it, and they didn’t.”
It was one of just four hits the Quakers managed off Morgan Clauser, who struck out eight in a complete game. The Quakers had the bases loaded with one out in the second, but Clauser responded with a pair of strikeouts that kept the game scoreless.
The Greyhounds (7-4, 3-2) backed Clauser with a big play in the third inning. Massa hit a two-out single to center field that was fielded by Shaye Santos, whose throw cut down O’Byrne as she tried to score from second.
“You know what? In a 0-0 game, late, I send that girl 10 more times, even if she was out the first two,” Moorestown coach Bill Mulvihill said.
It was the seventh straight win for Moorestown (8-1, 3-1), off to its best start in the history of the program.
“This is a very good defensive team that we’ve had, and Audrey pitched a heck of a game today,” Mulvihill said. “You talk about strikeouts in key spots — I just thought this was one of her better pitched games, since she’s been here. She kept the ball in, lot of pop-ups and ground balls and when they did hit the ball, we made the plays.”
Northern Burlington had its three-game win streak ended. The Greyhounds outscored opponents 34-2 during that stretch.
“Morgan pitched a great game. There were big plays that happened. We just weren’t able to get the run across,” Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. “We have a game on Monday (against Triton) and we’re looking to bounce back and make sure we have all the components.”
New Egypt (1) at Northern Burlington (11) - Softball
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Complete Box Score »
Meredith Taylor recorded her 100th career hit to lead Northern Burlington over New Egypt, 11-1, in Columbus.

Taylor was 2-for-3 with a double, RBI and three runs. Ashley Zulla was 3-for-3 with a home run, three RBI and two runs. Shaye Santos went 2-for-3 with a home run, two RBI and two runs.
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Lacey Olaff, Florence blank Northern Burlington

By Rick Fortenbaugh, The Trentonian

Posted: 04/04/14, 8:59 PM EDT|

COLUMBUS — Other than the day was more suited for ice fishing, just call it a perfect debut for former Steinert player Alyssa Laird as the new Florence High School softball coach.

Quite possibly the best team in all of Burlington County, Florence opened in style yesterday by beating Northern Burlington, 5-0.

It’s no secret Laird has inherited a veteran and quality team. As such yesterday’s showing helped confirm the Flashes are almost certainly headed for yet another in a long line of successful season.

“It is and it isn’t,” replied Laird when asked how nice it is to take over such a strong team. “The hard part is it’s difficult to live up to the program’s tradition. The good part is you don’t have to work a lot on fundamentals. You are able to do a lot more in practice.”

One of the biggest things that makes Florence good is sophomore righty Lacey Olaff, who was the No. 1 pitcher last year on Florence’s 24-1 team. Olaff was not at her commanding best yesterday and Northern Burlington did have plenty of chances to score, but she was always able to get the key out when threatened. Florence also has a strong defensive team and was able to back her with some good plays in the infield.

Florence never really exploded at the plate, but was able to keep chipping way and ended up scoring one run in the third, and two more in both the fourth and sixth innings against Morgan Clauser.

Also the team’s clean-up batter, Olaff showed the way at the plate with three hits and two RBI. In that fourth Olaff had an RBI single along with No. 2 batter Ashlee Ricardi, who collected two hits and two RBI.

Hard-hitting senior catcher Rachael Levach also did her part with two hits and a ribbie, while Tatum Marshalls smacked a double out of the No. 8 spot in the order.

For its part, Northern Burlington was paced by three hits from Kacie Herrity, but it wasn’t enough to prevent the team from suffering its first loss of the season.

“I was a little nervous because we hadn’t played a game yet, but I was able to relax as it went along,” said Laird. “We’ve got a good team and we can definitely hit the ball.”

In order words nothing has changed at Florence, a program that has been going strong ever since it was built by the legendary Lou Guadagnino.

Florence (1-0) 001 202 0 - 5 14 1

Northern Burlington (2-1) 000 000 0 - 0 8 2

WP-Olaff. LP-Clauser. 2B-Marshall (F), Mayernik (NB). RBIs: Ricciardi 2, Olaff 2, Levach.

EASTAMPTON — The one thing you knew going in was that the Northern Burlington softball team could hit.
The one thing you knew when it was over was that the Greyhounds could hit.
Six errors and three unearned runs didn’t give any comfort to Northern Burlington fans, but sometimes the ability to get bat on ball is enough, and Northern’s 8-6 victory over host Rancocas Valley in Thursday’s Burlington County Scholastic League Liberty Division game was one of those times.
Northern (2-0, 2-0) scored four runs in the fourth inning en route to its third straight win against Rancocas Valley — a feat the Greyhounds hadn’t accomplished in at least 18 years.
“The beauty of this team is that they never give up, even when they’re down,” Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. “They continue to fight and never let the score impact how they are and how they’re going to finish.”
Meredith Taylor had a pair of hits and drove in two runs. Megan Mayernik, Ashley Zulla, Rachel Taylor and Morgan Clauser all had two hits apiece, and the Greyhounds totaled 11.
Zulla hit an RBI double in the first and scored on Zulla’s base hit to give Northern a 2-0 lead, but the Greyhounds handed that advantage right back in the home half. Sam Clemens’ grounder was misplayed for a three-base error, and she scored on a base hit by Gabby Pfeiffer, who came around to score on a bunt by Tori Carpenter.
The Greyhounds took the lead again in the third, and gave it away again just as quickly. A double by Rachel Taylor put Northern ahead 3-2, but the Red Devils answered with a squeeze bunt by Pfeiffer that brought the tying run home. It also left Pfeiffer on second base as the result of another misplay. She later stole home for the go-ahead run.
“We really wanted to beat them, considering that this is a division game,” Meredith Taylor said. “And they’re one of our big rivals, so we definitely came out with jitters. But I think as the game kept going and we kept hitting, we had more confidence. We came out and picked ourselves up.”
Taylor’s base hit tied the game in the fifth.
Rancocas Valley took the lead again in the sixth, when Angie Dunphy homered down the left-field line.
“Personally, I wasn’t down,” Meredith Taylor said. “But I really wanted everybody else to be (confident). We knew we could hit, and that was our best weapon.”
Taylor was right not to worry.
Clauser and Mayernik led off the seventh with back-to-back singles, and Alex Zulla drew a walk to load the bases with no outs. Taylor then drew a base on balls that brought the go-ahead run across.
Then it was the Red Devils’ turn to have the jitters.
A passed ball brought Mayernik across. A wild pitch scored Zulla. Rancocas Valley finally turned a double play at that point, but Taylor scored on the play to make it 8-5.
Rancocas Valley (0-2, 0-2) didn’t leave that inning unanswered either, but the answer wasn’t enough. Carpenter’s RBI single was all the Red Devils managed in the seventh.
“I was pleased with our aggressiveness at bat,” Rancocas Valley coach Erin Mattio said. “We still need to fix some things and work on things. We have to finish games. That’s the No. 1 problem. You can say that comes with time, but at this point I feel we have a strong nucleus of veteran players that should be able to finish games.”
COACHES LOOK BACK AT 2013 BANNER YEAR
Friday, March 1st practice started for the 2013 season. NBC lost five players from last year’s starting nine. Under Meghin Stanton, the team worked hard during the off-season to compensate for the loss of the five starters. Stanton was tireless in her quest to ready the team for the 2013 season. Still, question marks existed. Added to this uncertainty was the addition of New Egypt to the league. RVRHS had won the league eight consecutive years and New Egypt had won their league for five consecutive years. The Burlington County Times predicted a dog fight between the two titans of the league. (Little did they know at the time that the only top dawg would come from Mansfield Road) NBC was picked third in the league and even that was tempered with the thought that Moorestown could beat us out for the third spot. The Hounds answered the opening bell to the season with five freshmen in starting positions. The second game of the season would prove to be a great early season barometer of how well the Hounds would do. The game was at home against RVRHS. The Hounds responded behind the pitching of Meghin Stanton and two RBI’S off of the bat of Haile Bell to defeat their nemesis 3-0. The following night at Florence in front of a large and hostile crowd the Hounds lost a heartbreaker 2-1 after leading in the bottom of the seventh. It would be the first victory of the season for Florence who would remain undefeated until the state semifinals.Probably, the biggest win of the early season was a 13-2 thumping of New Egypt which was shortened because of the mercy rule. The Hounds continued to land haymakers all day causing the New Egypt coach to shake his head in admiration of the all out assault by the Hounds. He must have thought that McGwire had an early season air show. The freshmen played with a confidence and swagger not generally associated with young uns’. This was punctuated in the Cinnaminson game where the Hounds were down by four runs in the top of the seventh inning and growled back in this cuticle shredding drama. The comeback was highlighted by a home run off of the bat of Shaye Santos. Santos was also patrolling centerfield as if she were the Secretary of Defense. Megan Myernik and Kacie Herity were becoming the best double play combination in the County if not South Jersey. Rumors were that Utley and Rollins were watching youtube to get pointers from the dazzling duo. Rachel Taylor provided power and a cannon arm in the outfield that hissed like a python looking for a tasty treat. Alex Zulla was as steady at third as a jeweler selling diamonds on Valentine’s Day. Ashley Zulla was handling the catching and calling games like a card shark at a casino. Katie Barron was guarding left field like a sheep dawg herding the flock. Meredith Taylor was playing first base as if she had a glove on since birth. And Meghin Stanton. THE DAWG!!!! A pre season article in the BCT thought that she was an above average pitcher. Puhllllleeeeeaseeee!!!!!! By the end of the season, Stanton was the top pitcher in Burlington County. The offense had a season that surpassed any other since Coach Corcoran took over the reins as head coach. There were several other factors that led to the Dawgs success. The team chemistry was what every coach could only dream of having. Pasta parties, journeys to Paniera’s- a team built on trust and faith and, yes, true love of teammates. As indicated in a game recap, the presence of the Dawg Whisperer, Coach Heiser proved to be an enormous addition. His steady hand, his patience with the team and specifically the pitchers and catchers produced huge benefits for the Hounds. Stanton and Morgan Clauser drank from the fountain of knowledge imparted by Coach Heiser. Several games showed the resilience of the young Hounds. Down to both Millville and Maple Shade, the Cardiac Canines did not give up and roared to victory. In the semifinals of the BCSL, the Dawgs won with timely hitting from Savannah Bowen who reached first via a bunt and eventually scored on a Kacie Herity single as Bowen sharpened her razor sharp spikes- revved up her motor into fourth gear and did her best imitation of the Road Runner. The first Maple Shade game, mind you-pitching for Maple Shade was one of the top five players to watch according to a preseason report, was one where the Hounds exploded for three home runs in one inning-four for the game. This game was made more special since it was a night home game and in storybook fashion, something that you see in movies, Meghin Stanton reached the 100 hit mark with a homerun. (Her second of the night) WOW!!!!!!!!!!!! 
The Hounds won the league for the first time since 2005, thereby earning jackets, went to the finals of the BCSL, were seeded third in Group Three Central Jersey, which by the way had more dangerous teams than a minefield on a battlefield, (definitely the toughest Group in the state) and finished with a 22-6 record. The Trentonian ranked them 10th in the area. Their losses, 2 to Florence- the Central Jersey Group I champ, one to West Deptford who made it to the finals of Group II South Jersey, one to Nottingham-Group III Central Jersey Semifinals, one to Allentown Group III Central Jersey Semifinals, and one to Ocean Twp. Cenral Jersey Group III third round finalist. The season was a huge makeover of records for offensive statistics. Meghin Stanton reached 100 hits and would end the season as the all-time leader in hits with 124. Stanton would also become the all-time leader in runs with 79, rbi’s -70, doubles -26, triples -,7 homeruns -10 and bb’s 30. Meghin Stanton was more versatile than a Swiss Army knife. Pretty much if there was an offensive category leader, Meghin was there. Meredith Taylor set a season record with hits for a season with 49 and now has 87 going into her junior year. Kacie Herity now has 70 hits for her career. Ashley Zulla established a season record with 34 rbi’s and broke the record for most hits by a freshmen with 42. It is unlikely that any trio in South Jersey could match the hit output of Ashley, Meghin and Meredith. There was enough power there to light up a small city. Shaye Santos had three homeruns and Alex Zulla had two homeruns which would have been team leaders in other years. It is quite possible that over the next three years there will be seven new members of the 100 hit club.
Post season accolades. The Trentonian placed Meredith Taylor and Meghin Stanton on their second team all area and Ashley Zulla third team. 
The Burlington County Times named Meghin Stanton Burlington County Times player of the year. This is the first time that anyone from NBC has won this honor. Along with being one of the top offensive players in the state, (the Allentown coach shook his head in awe of Stanton after the 20-11 pre Fourth of July fireworks display, and said that girl just hits the crap out of the ball) Stanton had a masterful year on the mound as she logged 139 innings with 134 K’s, 20 complete games, 17 wins, complimented by a microscopic 1.35 ERA. Are you kiddin, me?????? Meredith Taylor also made first team All-County. Many think that the Hounds should have had more representation on the first and second teams given that they were 13-0 in the league and only had County losses to Florence giving them a 16-2 record against anyone in the County who dared set foot on the diamond against the snarling Dawgs. . 
Meghin Stanton represented NBC in the senior all-star game played on Father’s Day in Cherry Hill. Meredith Taylor and Kacie Herity were part of the Burlington County team at the Carpenter’s Cup which wound up as one of the top four teams out of sixteen. Herity and Taylor enjoyed a break out series and were highlighted in several articles in the Courier Post and Burlington County Times.
So there you have it. An unbelievable ride in 2013. A bittersweet season. 11 of 12 varsity players will return for 2014 along with a bumper crop of jv players from a 13-3 record and undefeated freshmen team( also winners of the Cherry Hill Freshmen Tournament) but the heart of the team, the captain of the ship will go onto William Paterson to continue her remarkable career as both a field hockey player and The Dawg on the mound. The wish and hope here is that the passion and love inspired by Meghin Stanton will resonate with the Hounds and will therefore reflect on the Greatest Dawg of them all.
John A. Lewis: 609-871-8141: email, jlewis@calkins.com: Twitter, @JohnLewis19; to subscribe, go to calkins.com/orderBCT
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