END OF THE SEASON WRAP UP
The 2015 season was filled with high hope for capturing the Liberty Division three years in a row. The hounds anticipated repeating with another BCSL title and moving far into the playoffs. With virtually the entire roster returning, the hounds were ready to do damage onto the south jersey softball landscape. Early in the season, the prophets seemed to be correct as the dawgs had signature wins against Millville and opened the Overbrook Tournament with a victory over Gloucester Catholic which was ranked in the Courier Post. Morgan Clauser dominated the rams and the hounds reached the Overbrook finals before being ousted by Kingsway 3-1 who was ranked number 2 in south jersey at the time. This was the high point of the year for NBC as the Courier Post finally took note of the team on Mansfield road and had them ranked in the top ten. The Trentonian had NBC ranked in the top five. The bottom fell out after this with perhaps two of the most heartbreaking losses of the season against Hopewell Valley after having a 7-3 lead with two outs in the seventh inning. This was followed by a 4-3 loss to Florence after having a 3-0 lead with two outs in the seventh inning. It is hard to gauge how this affected the dawgs down the road as they did come back and had huuuuge victories against New Egypt and a pulsating walk off victory 6-5 against Bordentown. The league title was not to be as New Egypt broke the string of the hounds. Entering the playoffs the hounds were denied a higher seeding because of a state mistake so NBC found itself in familiar territory of having to play Ocean Township. A loss here ended a season that many thought would end on a higher note. Never the less, a 17-9 season was one that had many highlights. Ashley Zulla, Megan Mayernik and Meredith Taylor were first team all conference with Rachel Taylor and Morgan Clauser garnering second team. Meredith Taylor was first team all-county along with second team Trentonian and Megan Mayernik was third team in the Trentonian . Megan Mayernik and Ashley Zulla represented the hounds in the Carpenter Cup where Burlington County won for the first time in history. Meredith Taylor was chosen for the Senior All Star game held in Gloucester. The  hounds finished ranked 16 by the Trentonian. Leaving the pound will be Martee Stephens, Savannah Bowen (who will continue to play at BCC) and captains Morgan Clauser and Meredith Taylor who will be once again teammates at Gettysburg. If one looks at the offensive legacy left by Meredith it is hard to imagine anyone topping her 167 career hits with 100 rbi’s. The Hounds will surely miss this quartet of dawgs.  

IN THE SPOTLIGHT – SHAYE SANTOS
Shaye Santos plays center field for the Northern Burlington softball team and has been on a tear recently. She doubled in a run Friday and hit a solo homer Saturday that helped the Greyhounds reach the BCSL Tournament semifinals. Here are her thoughts on a few topics:
How long have you been playing softball and why did you start?
I started when I was 11 or 12. I kind of played everything when I was little. Soccer, basketball and hockey. I did it all, and I wanted to try softball, I guess.
What was your biggest thrill as a softball player?
Three years ago, my travel team was in a state championship game. We were down by one and I hit a home run to win it. I still have the jacket.
Does your uniform number (10) have any significance When I started freshman year, Number 10 was Meghin Stanton (the 2013 BCT Player of the Year), and when she graduated, she gave it to me, which was really cool. I'm honored.
What do you want to be doing in 10 years?College, four years, and more college — I want to be out of New Jersey. I want to study neuroscience. I like the brain.

Northern Burlington softball rallies for victory over Bordentown
 COLUMBUS  After the recent seventh-inning disasters that had befallen the Northern Burlington softball team, perhaps it was only fitting that it happened to the opposition instead.
In yet another entertaining game between two of the top five clubs in the competitive BCSL, Northern Burlington defeated Bordentown, 6-5, when it rallied with three runs in the bottom of the seventh.
And it was done in dramatic fashion as NBC (13-5) first tied it on two-run homer that just cleared the fence and glove of leaping center fielder Carli Shaw against Bordentown starter Kate Schroeder.
Following a single by Meredith Taylor, Northern then won it on a ringing two-out double to left by Alex Zulla against reliever Amelia Ditolvo. On the play, the Bordentown left fielder slipped and the subsequent relay to the plate arrived just late.
 “I guess maybe it was our turn,” said NBC coach Tara Corcoran when asked about the tough times her team had gone through following a 7-1 start. “It’s a real credit to our players. The girls never got down. They believe in each other.”
It was all NBC in the early going as it opened the scoring in the first on a homer to left by Taylor. The lead then grew to 3-0 in the second inning when Carolyn Johnson launched a mammoth two-run home run.
Bordentown (11-3) struck right back in the third with four runs. It started with a double by Shaw, two walks and a two-run bloop single by Hannah Gavin. A third run scored on Gavin’s hit when the ball was throw away at the plate. The fourth run came when Anna Price hit a ground ball and NBC got an out at second on the play, but not before a runner had crossed the plate.
The 4-3 lead stood until the seventh as Northern’s Morgan Clauser (nine-hitter, three strikeouts) and Schroeder (eight-hitter, six strikeouts) settled in.
In the seventh, Bordentown added what appeared to be a huge insurance run on a home run by Ditolvo. This came, however, before Northern was able to complete what would have been an inning-ending double play that was wiped out because a runner was called out for leaving first early.
With a 5-3 leading and Schroeder looking strong, it looked like Bordentown had this in hand. Guess again. Megan Mayernik walked with one out, Ashley Zulla went deep with NBC’s third home run and Alex Zulla then won it with her double.
Bordentown (11-3) 004 000 1 — 5 9 0
No. Burlington (13-5) 120 000 3 — 6 8 2
WP-Clauser. LP-Schroeder. 2B-Shaw (B), Alex Zulla (NB). HR-Ditolvo (B), Johnson (NB), M. Taylor (NB), Ashley Zulla (NB). RBIs: B-Schroeder 2, Price. NB-R. Taylor, Johnson 2, Ashley Zulla 2, Alex Zulla

SOFTBALL: NORTHERN PLAYS LONG BALL
MANSFIELD — It was one of those times in which there actually was something in the air.
Besides softballs, that is. There were four of them that flew out of the park for Northern Burlington during its Burlington County Scholastic League Tournament quarterfinal against Moorestown. They were all solo shots, but obviously still huge factors in the Greyhounds’ 5-0 win.
They were also products of just about as perfect a softball atmosphere as you can imagine.
“I think it was just them relaxing and enjoying being out here,” Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. “It’s a beautiful day, great competition — just relaxing and having fun. There’s no pressure as far as having to score, or anything like that. They just went up with a relaxed attitude and hit the ball hard.”
Ashley Zulla started it off with a first-inning triple and scored on Meredith Taylor’s sacrifice fly. Alex Zulla led off the second with a home run to center. Megan Mayernik led off the third with a shot that cleared the left-field fence.
Shaye Santos hit a big fly to left with two out in the fourth inning.
Raidyn Johnson’s day was one pitch long; she went in to pinch-hit for pitcher Rebecca Cundiff in the sixth and hit perhaps the longest homer of the day over the center field fence.
“I was pretty nervous coming off the bench, since in our game (Friday) at R.V., I batted zero,” Johnson said. “I felt like I really needed to do something. I just saw it right down the middle and I swung.”
“The home runs just energized me so much,” Cundiff said. “They’re such a big thing in softball. They’re not an every at-bat thing. You have to get so much of the ball to get it over the fence. My teammates are so powerful — I know they can all do it, but they don’t do it all the time. I’m happy that they got it done today.”
Cundiff did her part by holding the Quakers to just five hits. Allison Karanjia singled to lead off the third, moved up on a sacrifice bunt and took third on a wild pitch, and Caroline Muccifiori was hit by a pitch in the process, which gave Moorestown first and third, but Cundiff induced a ground ball to escape with no damage. She went on to retire 10 straight. Moorestown didn’t have another baserunner until Gabby O’Byrne led off the seventh with a single.
“Pitching felt fantastic,” Cundiff said. “My changeup and my curve were just on. I threw a lot of first-pitch strikes with them.”
Moorestown (8-6) didn’t commit an error behind pitcher Callie Forzley, who had two of their hits.
“I take a good effort out of today,” Moorestown coach Bill Mulvihill said. “We know nothing about Southern (who they play Monday), but all we know is, we’re moving ahead each game, and today, we definitely didn’t take a step backward. We’ve just got to get the bats going, and we’re going to be OK.”
The Greyhounds (11-5), who won the 2014 tournament, will host New Egypt in a semifinal game. The Warriors defeated Rancocas Valley 6-1 in their quarterfinal.
Corcoran wasn’t aware of that at the end of the Greyhounds game.
“Whoever it is, we’ll play them twice next week,” she said. “So we’re excited with whoever we’re going to play.”

VIDEO: NBC VS. MOORESTOWN – MAY 2, 2015
Watch recap of NBC's victory over Moorestown on May 2, 2015

VIDEO: NBC VS. RV
Watch recap of NBC vs. RV on May 1, 2015

VIDEO: NBC VS. MOORESTOWN – APRIL 30, 2015
Watch recap of NBC's victory over Moorestown on April 30, 2015

VIDEO: NBC VS. RIVERSIDE
Watch video recap of NBC's win over Riverside

NORTHERN BURLINGTON HANDS RIVERSIDE FIRST LOSS
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SOFTBALL: Northern Burlington hands Riverside first loss By Stuart London Staff writer Burlington County Times 
RIVERSIDE — Ashley Zulla was catching her fifth game in three days for Northern Burlington on Monday afternoon, but the thought of taking a day off never occurred to her.
That’s a good thing because the Greyhounds do not really have a Plan B for catcher.
 “I don’t know what we would do,” Zulla said. “We’d ... manage. I don’t mind all these games. It’s fun playing all the time. It’s just like travel ball. I’ve caught nine games in a weekend (in travel).”
Zulla showed no signs of fatigue as she blasted a two-run homer to help visiting Northern Burlington defeat Riverside 8-4 in a Burlington County Scholastic League softball game.
The loss was the first for the Rams (3-1). The Greyhounds are 7-1 and in the midst of a stretch of eight games in six days. Over the weekend, they played four games in two days en route to a runner-up finish in the Overbrook Tournament.
Zulla, a rare left-handed catcher, bats cleanup so big hits are expected from her, even though she is not one of the taller members of the team.
“I try to use my legs and have good bat speed,” Zulla said of her ability to hit for power. “I think it also helps that I’m left-handed. Pitchers are used to working the outside corner (on right-handers) but that’s inside for me. Inside is right where I want it.”
Northern Burlington held an 8-0 lead after six innings and pitcher Morgan Clauser had given up only one hit to that point.
Advertisement: Replay Ad
 Riverside got a three-run homer from Alexis Davis and a solo shot by JoAnnah Lim (who had the Rams’ only hit until the seventh) in the seventh inning to make things interesting.
“We came back; we just ran out of time,” Riverside coach Crystal Barbour said. “We needed one more inning. I told the girls in the bottom of the seventh that no one likes to be shut out. They took that to heart. That is one thing about Riverside softball — they never give up. We are always fighting until the end.”
Barbour realized some early defensive mistakes helped the Greyhounds jump to a big lead.
“We did not bring our ‘A’ game and we know Northern Burlington is going to be a tough game,” she said. “We hadn’t played since Thursday, maybe that hurt us. And Monday games are always tough.”
A big play occurred in the top of the third inning. The Greyhounds were ahead 1-0 and had the bases loaded with none out. Tori Bowen cracked a hit up the middle that was misplayed into a three-base error and four runs scored.
“(Bowen) is more of a contact hitter, so to get some power out of her is a bonus,” Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said.
To start the fourth inning, Meredith Taylor singled and then Zulla bashed a home run to deep center field to give the Greyhounds a 7-0 lead.

CLAUSER FOCUSED IN WIN OVER CINNAMINSON
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Softball: Clauser focused in opening-day win By John A. Lewis Staff writer Burlington County Times
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· Posted on Apr 2, 2015
by JOHN LEWIS 
 
CINNAMINSON — There will be one more piece of equipment in Morgan Clauser’s bag the next time Northern Burlington plays softball.
It will either be a spare pair of contact lenses or an eye patch.
“In the first inning, I got sand in my eyes, and the sand cut (her lens) in half, and it fell out,” Clauser said. “So I was partially blind.”
And completely effective. Clauser fired a two-hitter and struck out four as the Greyhounds defeated Cinnaminson High School 4-1 in their Burlington County Scholastic League game Thursday.
It could be that one-eye thing isn’t so bad.
“I had to squint sometimes,” said Clauser, who was 1-for-3 at the plate. “It affected my hitting more, because it was my back eye, and I use that one more, when I hit. But pitching, it was all right, except when the ball got hit back to me. I didn’t see it at all.”
Olivia Pestridge hit a comebacker in the second inning. Tori Robinson had one in the fifth. Clauser handled both chances with seeming ease — though she said with Robinson’s it was more a question of knowing where it was going than seeing it.
Fortunately, the rest of the Greyhounds were seeing the ball fine. Northern handled every chance behind Clauser without an error, and even picked up their pitcher by picking off a runner, after Clauser issued a walk to lead off the third.
“Our defense did really well,” Northern Burlington coach Tara Corcoran said. “Obviously, with the weather, it was hard to get outside to work on things, but coming out today, I was very happy with the way they performed.”
A one-out RBI single by Ashley Zulla gave the Greyhounds the lead in the first inning. Rachel Taylor reached on an error a moment later that made it 2-0, and Northern seemed about to open with a huge frame — until the Pirates’ Kyla Screnci handled a grounder and dealt to first for the second out. Pirates’ first basemen Kelly Sigmund threw to the plate to cut down Zulla, and Cinnaminson escaped with minimal damage.
“That was a huge play,” Cinnaminson coach Tracy Bart said. “We do it in practice all the time, and it was nice to see it executed in a game. It gave us a nice little lift and kind of took the sails out of their big inning.”
But the Pirates couldn’t build on it. They didn’t get a runner as far as second base until the fifth inning, and didn’t manage a hit off Clauser until Brooke Figiel’s — you will please pardon the expression — seeing-eye single through the left side with one out in the sixth.
Northern Burlington’s lead had grown to 4-0 by then. Megan Mayernik brought home a run with a groundout in the second. Meredith Taylor doubled to lead off the third and scored on Rachel’s RBI grounder.
“Offensively, we just have to tweak a few things, and I think we’re going to be OK,” Corcoran said. “It feels great. There’s nothing better than softball.”
Delani Peccioli scored the lone Cinnaminson run, on Shannon Profy’s RBI fielder’s choice in the sixth inning.
“We struggled early on with hitting,” Bart said. “Our bats came alive in the later innings, but at that point it was a little too late. We’ll have to focus on hitting, jumping out early and getting the lead.”

GREYHOUNDS THE PICK IN THE LIBERTY
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Softball: Greyhounds the pick in the Liberty By John A. Lewis Staff writer  
·  
Posted on Mar 29, 2015
by JOHN LEWILast year, the Liberty was a division that anyone could win.
Every team had enough raw talent to earn the banner at the end, but it was Northern Burlington that finally prevailed, on the strength of a 10-game win streak late in the season.
This year again, the Liberty looks like a division that anyone could win, though on paper, the Greyhounds have to be the favorite again.
Northern is the team with the experienced pitcher returning. Morgan Clauser got stronger as the 2014 season went on and finished up with a 16-7 record. The Greyhounds return a junior class that includes Alex and Ashley Zulla, Rachel Taylor and Megan Mayernik. Coach Tara Corcoran calls them “the fab five.”
Meredith Taylor topped 100 career hits as a junior and she’s back now to build on that total.
There’s just no reason not to like the Greyhounds.
Unless, of course, you consider Rancocas Valley. The Red Devils debuted Angie Dunphy in the circle last year and Dunphy went 8-3, in addition to sparking an offense that produced 10 runs or more 10 times. Tori Carpenter returns at third base, Sam Clemens is back at shortstop, and Damali Young, who had 48 hits last season, is still patrolling center field. The Red Devils have gone three years without a division crown for the first time since 2001. They’re due.
New Egypt was a Group 1 state champion last year, but will have to replace pitcher Jenna Rodriguez, one of the best bats in its lineup, along with Jamie Soles and Amber Steen. The Warriors will find some more offense, but it would be a surprise if it came right away.
Burlington Township brings back its battery of Nicole Nixon and Laura Gould, and the power-hitting Gould figures to lead the Falcons’ offense.
Moorestown has graduated Audrey Weller, its pitcher and one of its best hitters for the last several seasons. Callie Forzley has already proven herself a capable pitcher, but Weller’s leadership is going to be hard to replace.
Here is a look at the teams in the Liberty Division:
Northern Burlington
Coach: Tara Corcoran
2014 overall record: 21-7
2014 division record: 11-2
Returnees: Meredith Taylor (1b, sr.), Morgan Clauser (p, sr.), Savannah Bowen (util, sr.), Morgan Stephens (of, sr.), Alex Zulla (3b, jr.), Ashley Zulla (c, jr.), Rachel Taylor (of, jr.), Shaye Santos (of, jr.), Megan Mayernik (inf, jr.), Lauren Tomei (util, jr.), Tori Bowen (util, jr.).
Newcomers: Rebecca Cundiff (p, jr.), Corine Savelli (util, jr.), Anna Gonzalez (util, jr.), Alex Veneziale (jr., util), Raidyn Johnson (util, frosh).
Top returnee: Meredith Taylor is a four-year starter and will graduate as the all-time leader in many offensive categories at Northern. Morgan Clauser went 16-7 in a breakout junior year as a pitcher.
Outlook: “With another year of maturity and playing together, this group of young ladies is in for an exciting year,” Corcoran said. “An always tough Liberty Division will help prepare the Greyhounds’ team to go deep in the playoffs.”
The BCT says: They’ll hit the ball a ton, as always. If they pitch it and catch it as well, this team could be a powerhouse.
Prediction: First.
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