
MDSL 

Executive Board Meeting #4 – 7pm  

Ferndale Elks – Tuesday Feb 9, 2017 

Agenda 

Attendees: Chris H, Alyssa W, Mark, Chuck, Chris S, Alyssa P, Lexie, Callie, Sarah, Paul, and 

Patrick – Meeting started at 7:10 pm 

1. 15 Minutes for Committees to get together and work on things they need to finalize if 

necessary - Committees declined this time as they have everything ready for the 

meeting 

2. Social Committee Report: 

a. Bar of the Week Schedule – bar of the week schedule was presented and 

approved. Committee will continue to reach out to confirm the bars are good 

with all the date assigned to them. Chris announced that Liberty Bar has donated 

$400 to MDSL to host the open bar of the week date.  

b. Kick Off Party Details –Friday April 21 at the Ferndale Elks Lodge – entire building. 

Country theme upstairs with food provided by the Elks Lodge. Tiger 

Game/Baseball theme on the main floor. Tent out back with top 40 music and 

games. $3.00 cover charge along with 50/50 and door prizes. 

c. Other Items – nothing else to share at this time. 

3. Fundraising Committee Report: 

a. Drag Queen Bingo 50/50 sellers (need $1,500  bundled) – Lexie has coverage for 

both shows to sell tickets. Thank you to Alyssa and Lexie for making bundles 

during the week, and we are making more after the meeting so we have enough 

ready to go on Saturday. 20 tickets for $5 stapled together to make things quicker 

when selling them.  

b. Upcoming Activities looking at doing Queen of the Diamond in October, Fowling 

in November. Alyssa and Mark might do a Euchre tournament during the season 

since there is a demand for it. Fundraising is doing March Madness – online 

brackets thru Yahoo Sports for $5 an entry. Looking at a shuffle board tournament 

after the second managers meeting at Madison Park Bowl. 

4. Public Relations Committee Report: 

a. Advertising – ads are starting in metra and outpost magazines to recruit players. 

Facebook advertising looking for players has been seen by over 3,000 folks. Doing 

table tops during the season advertising the bar of the week event each week. 

Chuck and Curtis will deliver the table top material each week to the bar of the 

week and discuss with them about putting them out to advertise our event.  



b. Paperwork for the 1st Managers Meeting – PR to order the USSSA roster forms, 

alcohol policy forms and emergency contact forms to have for the first managers 

meeting. Chris will take care of the rest of the paperwork needed.  

c. Other Items – Chuck expressed how important it is that Social committee has all 

the bar of the week details to PR 2-3 weeks ahead of the event due to Curtis 

having a heavy work load during the summer months and needing to get all the 

advertising ready in time prior to each event.  

5. Recruiting New Players to the league Looking at bringing in new players for the 

recreational teams in the league – having a booth at Ferndale Pride. Ferndale Elks has a 

free booth this year and we can share the booth with them. Recruitment night at Necto, 

or a brunch recruitment party at a place like Pronto to try and get them early in the day 

before they begin drinking. Table tops at bar sponsors that we are looking for players. 

Pub Crawl through Ferndale and Royal Oak wearing our jerseys to get people to ask 

about our league. Magazine ads looking to add players.  

6. Sponsor Payment Update – Chris provided the list of sponsors who have paid and 

currently about 50% of the full team sponsors have paid in full, two have paid half. Four 

of the nine diamond sponsors have paid of this meeting.  

7. Division 1 Players from last year 

a. Discussion took place between the board and Patrick to understand why his 

players continue to attack the league via social media and what is being 

communicated to them by him.  

b. Different wording is needed when communicating with players from D1 teams as 

some managers have used the words NOT ALLOWED and this is causing players to 

think they have been banned from the league when in fact they have been ruled 

ineligible to play in a lower division based on the skill level.  

c. The continued message and reasoning for players from D1 not being eligible to 

play in a lower division is a safety issue as players in D2 are recreational and many 

of the D1 players looking to drop down are more of a competitive skill level.  

d. Made very clear last night by all involved this has absolutely nothing to do with 

straight or gay, and it is simply and 100% a safety issue for those in a lower 

division. Teams affected by not having a D1 this year have both straight and gay 

players on their teams and this was never a consideration when discussing the 

divisional set up for 2017. The main reason then and now is safety for those 

currently signed up for D2. 

e. Patrick even mentioned last night two players by name that he has no clue why 

they would even want to play in D2 as the competition is far below what they are 



looking for, or normally play against and why they are insisting on moving down 

to D2 is beyond him.  

f. Patrick announced that he not putting together a team in 2017, that he is not 

playing, he will likely just join a random team and help them manage/keep score 

and has told his team he is not putting together one for this year.  

g. Patrick did bring up that Rob Hellar asked him about his players and if he had any 

looking to still play this year as he had room, and the response from the board is 

his players are ineligible to join a D2 team due to the recreational set up of D2.  

h. The league has also considered opening up D1 to allow teams from other leagues 

to join to help build the division and this not something the league supports at 

this time. The nature and spirit of the league is first and foremost and opening up 

the league to allow any and all teams to come in who have no interest other than 

softball is not what the league is about.  

8. Finalize Divisions – Approve division names / teams in divisions / place on the website 

Divisions for 2017 to start will be: 

Upper Division: 
1. Between The Lines 
2. Dr. Joe Kort  
3. Ferndale Elks Thundercats 
4. Ferndale Elks #2 
5. FOGG U 
6. Grosse Pointe Apartments 
7. Hayloft Saloon 
8. Kramar Jewelry 
9. Lumberyard  
10. Madison Park Bowl 
11. Moonglow Entertainment 
12. Pronto 

Lower Division: 
1. Danny's Irish Pub 
2. Dr. Benson  
3. Gaynor Fox 
4. J's Penalty Box 
5. Kelly's Sports Bar 
6. Liberty Bar Ballers  
7. Matt Sweet Psychotherapist 
8. Re/Max by Derek Pratley 
9. Soho 



10. Tappers Pub 
11. UCC - Wrecking Balls 

The season will begin with two divisions and play 4 weeks of round robin play at which 
time during the Memorial Day Weekend break the board will examine the results of the 
first four weeks and break the league into 3 or 4 divisions based on record, roster, the 
ability of the teams, game results, etc. This information has also been placed on the 
league website. 

During the first four weeks of play, the home run will not change. Teams in the Upper 
division will be allowed 1 home run out of the park per game and the Lower Division will 
be allowed Zero home runs out of the park per game. 

Any teams found to be sandbagging or throwing games on purpose to try and drop 
down will be penalized by being moved up a division. All teams are expected to play all 
their players and put forth a max effort each game on Sunday's because remember this 
is a fun recreational league. 

9. Review Bylaw Changes to recommend at the 1st Managers Meeting Chris will email 

everything out to the board to review and vote via email.  

10. 1st Managers Meeting: 

a. Sunday Feb 26 at Soho at 2:30pm This is confirmed 

b. Managers Packets Chris will put together the packets for the managers at the first 

meeting. 

11. MDSL Rules – Approved by the UIC 

a. Rule was passed that no brand new full inning would start if there is less than 5 

minutes remaining on the game clock. Game time remains 70 minutes. 

b. Board has elected to stay with the current courtesy runner rule of last out is the 

courtesy runner and your allowed one per inning. New USSSA rule is anyone in 

the lineup can be the courtesy runner but if they are on base when their spot in 

the lineup comes up they will be ruled an out. This passed with one objection. 

12. Revised Budget plan for 2017 (23 teams now vs 26 teams) – Chris presented an updated 

budget based on 23 teams and this was passed with no objections. Chris will send the 

new budget to Chuck on Friday to be placed on the website. 

13. Open Discussion: 

a. Board voted to keep the banquet at UCC for 2017 and voted to hold the event on 

Saturday September 23rd at 6pm. Chris will sign the contract and send to UCC on 

Friday Feb 10th.  

b. Board voted to remove all 9:30 am games as the diamonds are not needed for 

2017. Game times will be 10:30 am, 11:50 am, 1:10 pm, 2:30 pm. Board made the 

determination that we need to utilize Helen Allen this year since we just spent 



$475 to put covers on the dugouts for this year. Also if we play all the time slots at 

Borden Park (20 teams) we would have only 3 teams at Helen Allen and they 

would need 3 time slots anyways to play their two games each.  

14. Adjournment Meeting came to a close at 8:37 pm 


