
MDSL Executive Board Meeting 
January 19, 2017 at 7:00 PM 
J’s Penalty Box, Ferndale, MI 

 
People in Attendance:   Chris Harris   Alyssa Williams 
    Mark Fanning  Emily Coyle 
    Chris Sommers  Lexie Glen 
    Becky Philp   Paul Nettles 
    Karl Peters   Curtis Paul 
    Alyssa Pingree  Jim Bonnici 
    Raquel Savedra  Patrick Thompson 
 
Called to Order at 7:08 PM by Chris Harris 
 

- Responsibilities of Committees 
o Fundraising 

 Planning events including the Queen of Diamonds Event, Euchre 
tournament coming up on January 21st, Super Bowl Squares in 
February.  Still need to plan a March event and perhaps one or two 
during the season. 

 Discuss the possibility of having a fundraising event after the manager 
meetings at Soho’s and Madison Park Bowl 

o Social 
 Focus on new sponsors is to make sure there is constant contact with 

whoever on the committee has made the first contact before other 
committee members should become involved. 

 With returning sponsors, make sure the Executive Board is told they 
are returning, the level, and confirm contact information. 

 Create the bar of the week schedule and confirm dates with sponsors. 
 Plan the banquet and potential activities 

o PR Committee 
 Update all sponsor contact information and links. 
 Create sponsor banners with contact information and logo 
 Create diamond sponsor banners to display at the field 
 Work with Social and Fundraising to create flyers and invitations for 

all events 
 Maintain the Facebook page and website as necessary 

o All committee members 
 Advertise BOTW every week to increase attendance 
 Open/close the parks – If a board member wants to take down the 

banners at 2:30 PM before the last game, that is fine, and then get the 
umpire bags after the final game. 

 Sell banquet tickets 
 Run elections for board members 
 Update scores and standings each week by Tuesday at 8 PM 

 



- Sponsorship Update 
 
 Great job to date!  Chris and Mark are keeping track of checks and what sponsors 
still need to pay and will follow up with the board if additional help is necessary.  Thank 
you letters were set to all confirmed sponsors.  Briggs Sports Bar has confirmed as a 
Diamond Sponsor, and they are interested in maybe hosting an event on Detroit Pride 
weekend, but Chris pointed out that the MDSL plays on Sunday of that weekend, so it may 
not be possible. 
 Matt Sweet and State Farm have paid in full, and the MDSL trophy company (B&B) 
has become a website sponsor in exchange for discounting the costs of trophies by $175 at 
the end of the season. 
 

- Recap of event at Danny’s in December 
 Danny was at the bar before the Lions game started, and he was happy with the 
turnout at that point.  After he left another 10 to 15 people came.  The board decided it was 
a successful event and it is glad that the turnout was good. Ruth Ellis had 2 car loads of 
clothes donated to them from the event. 
 

- Upcoming Events 
 Euchre event on January 21, 2017.  Invite friends, team members and coaches to 
increase visibility.  Alyssa will be selling Super Bowl Squares at the tournament. 
 
 Drag Queen Bingo on February 11, 2017.  The 7 PM show is sold out, but tickets 
remain for the 11 PM show. 
 
 1st Manager’s Meeting is at Soho’s on February 26, 2017 at 2:30 PM.  The second 
meeting will be scheduled in March at Madison Park Bowl.  The Fundraising committee will 
discuss if they can incorporate an event like bowling or a dart tournament with the second 
meeting. 
 
 Kickoff party this year will be held at the Elks.  Discussions are ongoing regarding 
any potential themes, DJs or music, and how to decorate both floors.  
 

- PR Committee Report 
 The PR Committee is focusing on increasing the MDSL’s social media footprint 
through Facebook and renovating the website.  Magazine ads to attract new players will be 
printed soon, and they are planning a Facebook video that will be filmed at the first 
manager meeting.  The video will focus on why the chosen players/managers like the MDSL 
league.  New sponsor banner advertisements are also being completed. 
 

- Fundraising Committee Report 
 Callie and Paul are putting together a March Madness bracket competition.  More 
information will be provided at the next meeting, including online brackets, costs, etc.  
Committee is still planning a fowling event, but need to determine the best time of year for 
it.  Curtis suggested called The Hub (new “fowling” location in the old Big Buck Brewery).  It 
is less expensive than the Fowling Warehouse and has food.  Queen of Diamonds was 



moved to June 2017 because of the MIST Drag Queen Bingo fundraiser in February, so it 
may not be possible this year. 
 

- Social Committee Report 
 League is still in need of one BOTW.  There are enough sponsors for teams, but one 
less bar sponsor than is needed.  Some suggestions included The Pour House or Tony’s.  
Chris reported that Dixie Moon Saloon refused to pay $600, but Chris offered to have them 
pay $400 up front with the remaining $200 due after the event, fi they are satisfied.  It 
would allow them to be introduced to the league and hopefully become a long lasting 
sponsor. 
 
 There are apparently rumors that Como’s is interested in returning to the league.  A 
discussion was held regarding the Board’s position.  The general sentiment was that 
Como’s had several chances to work with MDSL, and it makes more sense at this point to 
look elsewhere for new sponsors and supporters. 
 

- Field Update 
 First payment to the City of Rochester was made for the fields.  Insurance 
documents are still be finalizing to meet the requirements demanded by Rochester.  Dugout 
covers have been approved for Helen Allen, and the MDSL is paying a portion of it with the 
city covering $1,240.00.  They should be in place before opening day.  The city is also 
looking at the benches to see if they can be raised or need to be replaced. 
 

- General Discussion 
 There will be no D1 teams this year.  Chris has contacted the managers of all those 
teams, and if anyone approaches you regarding the issue, he/she should be directed to 
Chris so that the message is clear and consistent. 
 
 There were several teams last year that complained about music in the dugout.  
General consensus of the Board is that music is okay, if family friendly at a reasonable level.  
However, the issue remains as to who should police the music and any complaints.  Chris is 
meeting with the umpires next week, so he is going to discuss the issue with them.  If the 
umpires are willing to stop the music if it is affecting the game, we will discuss it at the 
February meeting to make a final decision. 
 

- Voting 
 The home run rule was discussed.  Last year, Division 1 was allowed 2 home runs 
(over the fence); Division 2 was allowed 1, and Division 3 was not allowed any home runs.  
Each additional home run above the rule led to the player being out.  The rule has been 
changed as follows: 
 

Top division D2 – One home run hit over the fence is allowed per game.  After one 
occurs, any remaining balls hit over the fence in fair territory and untouched by any 
other player will be recorded as an out. 
 



Middle division D3 – No home runs allowed.  If any ball is hit over the fence in fair 
territory and untouched by any other player will be recorded as an out. 
 
Bottom division D4 – No home runs allowed.  If any ball is hit over the fence in fair 
territory and untouched by any other player will be recorded as an out.  Further, the 
batter that hit the ball will be recorded as an out for the remainder of the game.  
He/she cannot be substituted for to avoid the automatic out. 

 
Possible Division of Teams (team name/sponsors from last year): 
 
D2-Top Division 
Ferndale Elks Thundercats 
Kramar Jewelry 
Madison Park Bowl 
Grosse Pointe Apartments 
Hamlin Corner 
O’Hara’s Hit Men 
Fogg You 
Dr. Joe Kort 
Methodist Children’s Home Society 
Pronto! 
 
D3-Middle Division 
Liberty Ball Ballers 
Danny’s Irish Pub 
Moonglow Entertainment 
Lumberyard Grub & Pub 
Wrecking Ball 
Ferndale Elks #2 
Rebeck Law 
Augies Bar and Grill 
 
D4-Lower Division 
Menjos 
Remax 
Tappers Pub 
Gaynor Fox 
John Churchman 
Kelly’s  
J’s Penalty Box 
 
Alyssa is going to talk to Jackie about whether Lumberyard should be in D2 versus D3, and 
then we can finalize the list at the next meeting. 
 
Next Board Meeting is February 9, 2017 at 7 PM at the Elks. 
 


