Long Valley Baseball Club Travel Charter

The Long Valley Baseball Club (LVBC) has, as part of its organization, a travel baseball program. The Long Valley Baseball Club Travel program has teams in various age groups and is governed under the LVBC. The Travel baseball program is an extension of the recreation baseball program intended to seek a more advanced and competitive environment for those players interested. It is not intended as a substitute for the recreation program and may not be viewed or used in that manner. The goal of the travel baseball program is to form the most competitive team possible at an age group so that team can compete at the highest level against teams from other towns with comparable ideals, goals and requirements.  While the LVBC Travel program is a higher level of baseball, the intent is to create a positive experience for both players and parents.

All travel teams are directly affiliated with the LVBC and must conform to the rules and guidelines established by the LVBC. Travel teams are under the guidance of the Travel Steering Committee, and represented on the LVBC board by the Travel Coordinator.

The LVBC recognizes as many travel teams per age group (ages 8U through 14U) and as it feels that there is enough talent to field competitive teams. The teams will participate in the “Summer” Travel Tournaments typically beginning with Memorial Day Weekend and running until the end of July. 

TRAVEL COORDINATOR

The LVBC will have a Travel Coordinator. This position is appointed by the LVBC. The Travel Coordinator’s role is to ensure that the travel team guidelines are followed. They will participate in the General Board monthly meetings and provide updates accordingly.  The Travel Coordinator shall be accessible to the managers, coaches and parents.  They will attend games and practices as time permits as well and intervene in matters/issues arising from travel activities such as field scheduling, tournaments, player issues, and any other “travel team” issues that may come up from time to time.

TRAVEL COMMITTEE (if deemed necessary)

The Travel Committee will consist of the travel head coaches and/ or a representative from each team, interested LVBC members in the growth and progression of the program, and the Travel Coordinator in the very least.

TRAVEL ADVISORY BOARD

The Travel Advisory Board will consist of the Travel Coordinator and the Executive Officers (President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary).  This board will rule on any issues outside the control of the Travel Coordinator or deemed by the Travel Coordinator to be of matters needing more visibility and subsequent ruling for instance any disciplinary action regarding a travel head coach, assistant coach, parent or player. This board will act per the rules and regulations set forth by the LVBC.

TEAMS

All age groups beginning with age 8 and going through age 14 are eligible to host travel teams.   In the 8u-14u age groups, a second team will be established if there are enough quality players to field a competitive team.  A maximum of two (2) teams in the 8u-14u age groups will be allowed as determined by the Travel Coordinator and LVBC.

TRAVEL TEAM NAMES

All LVBC travel teams have the obligation of using the Long Valley (Wolfpack) name. If there is a second team in an age group, the “A” team will be the Long Valley (Wolfpack) Blue Team and the second will be the Long Valley (Wolfpack) White Team.

TRAVEL TEAM UNIFORMS

Each player, as part of his fees, will be supplied a travel uniform, on an as needed basis. It is the player’s responsibility to keep his uniform clean and in good condition. If a player loses or damages the uniform, it will be his responsibility to replace the lost or damaged piece at his cost. At the beginning of each season, returning players will receive new pieces of the uniform as needed due to growth and normal wear and tear due to game play. All team uniforms will consist of white pants with navy pipe. Each player will also receive a jersey (name and number), navy blue hat with the “LV” logo on front and number on back, one navy blue belt and a pair of navy blue socks.

Uniform attire will be handled by our Uniform Coordinator.

TOURNAMENTS

The teams will participate in various summer tournaments beginning with Memorial Day Weekend and extending through the summer.  Any coach or team requesting to play in leagues or tournaments not sanctioned by LVBC OR who wish to enter a team in a league with the intention of using the LVBC affiliation (uniforms, insurance, etc.), must first get approval of the Travel Advisory Board. 

TRAVEL HEAD COACH QUALIFICATIONS

All prospective travel head coaches should have a very good understanding of the game of baseball. They should have previous coaching or playing experience, have strong organizational skills, have a commitment to the travel program, and be committed to player development. All travel head coaches must also be available to spend the necessary time required by a travel baseball team.  All head coaches also agree to conduct themselves in a professional manner and to comply with all LVBC rules and regulations.

TRAVEL HEAD COACH REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS

The Travel Advisory Board shall have the authority to investigate any potential coach’s past coaching experience by interview of any individuals it deems appropriate.  Completion of an application for a head coach’s position shall constitute approval for this inquiry.  The Travel Advisory Board shall have full authority to determine the competence of the applicant. Candidates found to be qualified may be offered a team.  If a candidate is determined to be unqualified then another candidate for the head coach’s position shall be found.  The Travel Advisory Board can also conduct a review of all travel head coaches and their assistant coaches to determine if the head coach and their assistants are in good standing. A manager/coach is in good standing if he or she follows all of the travel team guidelines and conducts him or herself properly throughout the season, and is not on managers/ coaches’ probation.

As part of this review process, the Travel Advisory Board will investigate any written complaints presented to the LVBC or Travel Coordinator through Recreation or Travel Parent Survey Forms, violations brought against the Code of Conduct, and Umpire Incident Reports indicating that a travel head coach has violated any rules or is not creating a positive experience for the kids. Any manager deemed not in good standing will be placed on probation or possibly removed by the Travel Advisory Board. All head coach and assistant coaches agree that decisions by the LVBC and the LVBC Travel Advisory Board are final.

TRAVEL COACH SELECTION

If a head coach is removed, chooses to step-down from that position, or whose son does not place in the top 8, that position will be deemed “open”. Anyone interested in filling/applying for an “open” head coach position must contact the Travel Coordinator or indicate so on the Travel Tryout registration form and complete a head coach’s application. The Travel Coordinator will make arrangements for each applicant to be considered by the Travel Advisory Board in order to make a selection. For a copy of the Head Coach Application, please go to www.longvalleybaseball.com.

The return of a signed Head Coach Application to the Travel Coordinator shall constitute acceptance of all terms and conditions set forth by the LVBC.

During registration, the candidate must fill out form or indicate their desire to be a head coach.   At this point they are not expressing interest in “A” vs. “B”, but merely a desire to head coach their son’s team.

9U and UP

· “A” Team

In order to be considered, the child of the parent needs to have placed in the top 8 (increases the number of available candidates who could potentially coach without diluting the team strength) of the tryout pool.    The Travel Coordinator will then email to the extended Board members in good standing, the names of the candidates.   It is at that point in time that anyone who has concerns or issues with a nominee’s candidacy for the position should forward it along to the Travel Coordinator.   The selection of the Coach will be made by Executive Officers (President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary) and Travel Coordinator after considering any feedback received during this time, surveys, written warnings, and knowledge and experiences gained through prior relationships/encounters.

· “B” Team

Following team selection (d. Team Selection), any parent who expressed interest in head coaching and whose child was not selected to play on the “A” team, automatically becomes a consideration for coach of “B” team.   Feedback and a similar process to the “A” team coach selection are then followed until a coach is selected for that team.

8U

8U process will work very similar to 9U and up but because there may be less familiarity with the 8U coaching prospects, it is advisable that we have the 8U prospective coaches meet/interview with the Travel Advisory Board prior to the very next General Board Meeting following the tryout.

TRAVEL HEAD COACH RESPONSIBILITIES

The head coaches and coaching staff shall be responsible for the conduct of their team as well as the parents and for complying with all applicable LVBC rules and regulations. All head coaches (or designated representative) shall be responsible for attending meetings held to discuss rules, scheduling, field selection or league matters. They are also responsible for educating the players on good, sound basics of the game as well as advanced knowledge of the game.

TRAVEL HEAD COACH/ COACH CONDUCT

All travel head coach/coaches agree to represent Long Valley in a professional manner when playing both in Long Valley as well as other towns. The coaches agree that they are responsible for their coaching staff, players and parents, and they will do everything in their power to ensure that they conduct themselves properly. Head coaches agree to take immediate action against a coach, player, or parent for all actions that are deemed inappropriate. Such actions include excessive arguing with the umpires, use of inappropriate language, drinking or the use of drugs before or during the game, berating or embarrassing a player or parent, or any other actions not in the spirit of good sportsmanship. Any manager/ coach failing to follow this proper conduct will be placed on probation.   Please see Code of Conduct.
EJECTIONS FROM A GAME OR FIELD

Under no circumstances will the LVBC or the LVBC program tolerate a manager, coach, player, or parent being ejected from a game or a field. If anyone associated with a travel team is ejected from a game, or is requested to leave the premise, that person will face at minimum a 1 (one) game suspension.  There will be no appeals. All such incidents must be reported to the Travel Coordinator within 24 hours. If the Travel Coordinator feels that the action was severe, he/she will present it to the Travel Advisory Board and the Board will decide if additional action is necessary. All incidents involving a travel manager/ coach will result in that manager/ coach being placed on probation or being removed from the travel program. If the action was by a player or parent, the Travel Coordinator will contact that person and inform them that any further type of behavior will not be tolerated and the player involved in the incident or the player associated with the parent involved in the incident will be dismissed from the program for the remainder of that year, and will have to get the Travel Advisory Board’s approval to be re-instated for the next season.

HEAD COACH OR ASSISTANT COACH PROBATION

A coach may be placed on “probation” by the Travel Advisory Board for violation of any rules. If a head coach or assistant coach is on probation and commits a second violation, he/she will be given a second and final warning and serve a one game suspension. That one game suspension will be the game immediately following the incident or if in a tournament will not be allowed to manage/ coach or be on the premises for the remainder of the tournament.  After the second and final warning, a manager/ coach committing an additional violation will be immediately dismissed from the travel program. Coaches dismissed will also give up their rights to coach any team in the LVBC organization.

PUBLICATION OF TRYOUTS

The Travel Coordinator will secure dates from the LVBC. A complete list of tryout dates will be established and published through various media outlets such as the Long Valley Baseball website, email, etc. It is the responsibility of the LVBC and coaches to ensure that all eligible residents are given an opportunity to try out for the travel teams.

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY

Players must try out for the appropriate age team according to their age as of April 30th.  Team rosters are limited to players that are Long Valley residents or players attending a school in the Washington Township School District.

TRYOUTS AND PLAYER SELECTION

All players to be placed on a travel team must attend tryouts. Tryouts can vary from the Fall to Spring of each year preceding the year of actual game play. During the tryouts, all players will be evaluated and tested on all relevant baseball skills (hitting, throwing, catching, etc.).  

Team selection is the responsibility of the selected head coach working with the Travel Coordinator. The coach should use the tryout evaluations along with team position requirements, player availability and commitment, recreation ratings and past travel performance to make the selections. Unless otherwise agreed, the head coach will provide the Travel Coordinator with the tryout numbers of the players he wishes to be a part of his team for purposes of communication on our website. 

Once a coach is assigned to the “A” team, he must take the top 6 players from the tryout.    It is then the coach’s discretion to fill out his team of remaining positions.

All boys selected for the “A” team, must play on the “A” team.   Based upon the number of remaining children, a determination will be made as to whether or not to have another team (“B”).

Initial tryouts will take into consideration that people have other obligations (football/soccer/baseball/weddings/etc.) and therefore will be scheduled accordingly.    Makeup tryouts (if deemed necessary)(within 2 weeks of initial) will be held to accommodate the exceptions.   Participation/attendance of a tryout is mandatory and a pre-requisite to being able to play. If a child does not tryout, he will not be allowed to play that season.   

After the travel teams’ rosters have been submitted, the Travel Coordinator must approve any changes or additions. Players on a team cannot be removed without the approval of the Travel Team Advisory Board. If a player quits a team, the coach may add a player that had previously attended the tryouts. Any special situations regarding boys moving into the Washington Township School district after the tryout dates, or not being available for tryouts must be presented to the Travel Advisory Board.

TRAVEL ROSTERS

All Travel rosters must ideally be set prior to February 1st. All players assigned to travel teams MUST register with the LVBC Recreation Baseball program and pay appropriate fees. All rosters must be turned in to the Travel Coordinator. Rosters may carry up to 15 players, however it is advised that rosters not include more than 12 players.

TRAVEL TEAM “CALL UP” PLAYERS

Travel teams are discouraged from calling up players from a younger/older team when a second team exists.   All attempts should be made to call up players of a like age team to roster when players are in need.   If a coach finds himself in need of reaching up or down to roster a boy, he needs to first seek the approval of the Travel Coordinator.  The Call Up players may play only if there is not a conflict with their assigned team. Call Up players are also not permitted to pitch in any game.  Coaches should exercise good judgment and discretion in how they use a boy in terms of fielding position and batting order out of fairness to the other boys that make up the regular roster.

REGISTRATION FORMS

All players selected for a travel team must complete a LVBC Recreation registration form, pay the related fees, and participate in the Spring Recreation program. All travel coaches are responsible for the accuracy of the information.    The Travel Coordinator will verify all travel team registration forms for their accuracy. Any player that has a registration form that contains false information related to residency, age, or conflicts will be immediately removed from the Long Valley Baseball Club Travel Program. Also, the related coach will be suspended indefinitely if found to be assisting with falsification or knowingly playing boys otherwise deemed to be ineligible.   All parents give the LVBC Travel Program permission to contact existing school organizations to verify enrollment (if needed).   Copies of birth certificates will be requested before the first game or practice in the Spring.

TRAVEL TEAM ACCOUNTING

All travel head coaches are responsible for accounting for all monies received and spent by the team. Checks should be made out to the Travel head coach.  All Travel teams are required to provide statements of accounting. All travel head coaches will submit to the Travel Coordinator at the end of the season a detailed and accurate summary of all money accepted and spent. Failure to comply with this accounting will immediately place a manager on probation. If a head coach receives a warning for failure to submit the accounting, he will be given 30 days to submit it. If it is not received, the Travel Coordinator will dismiss the coach and seek a replacement coach.  Any monies unspent for a particular season will be refunded to the parents.

A spreadsheet for purposes of tracking monies received and monies going out will be provided to each coach at the beginning of their season.

FUNDRAISERS

Our only source of fundraising is through the Long Valley Baseball Club’s summer Travel tournament which has historically been held in June, but otherwise considered for July.   It is the expectation of LVBC that every coach and his assistant coaches will volunteer to work the grounds during this two week period which often included lining and grooming the fields.   It is also the responsibility of each coach to take turns opening/closing the Concession stand which is operated by parents of the travel teams according to a set schedule.

USE OF LONG VALLEY FIELDS

Whether it is the intention of a team to schedule a practice or a scrimmage game, all scheduling requests are made through the Field Scheduler.   All teams will be given dates that they can utilize the Long Valley fields.   Assignment is usually based upon availability but typically the following applies: 
8U – Lutheran
9U – Cobblestone or Palmer 1

10U – Palmer 1 or Palmer2

11U – Palmer 3 or 4

12U – Palmer 3 or 4

13U – Palmer 5

14U – Palmer 5

PAYMENT OF UMPIRE FEES

It is the responsibility of all teams to schedule umpires for their own games once a field assignment is granted by our Field Scheduler.   There are a couple of services in the area that can be provided upon request.
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