
NYBA FAQ’s 

 Is NYBA part of the Bradford-Trowt program or Narragansett Parks and Recreation? 

No.  We are a separate non-profit group that provides travel basketball opportunities to 

Narragansett boys and girls from grade 3/4 – grade 8.  We are a member of RIYBA – 

Rhode Island Youth Basketball Association which is our governing body 

(www.riyba.com). NYBA members must play in Bradford-Trowt per RIYBA 

requirements. 

 What is travel basketball? 

Travel basketball is very similar to travel soccer or Fall Ball. NYBA teams travel to 

different towns throughout the state for games and tournaments. 

 

 What does the season look like? 

The travel basketball season lasts from late-November to mid-March (about 16 weeks). 

Each town that is a member of RIYBA hosts a tournament in which other teams from 

around the state sign up for.  NYBA teams signs up for 6-10 tournaments throughout the 

season and do not play every weekend.  Your coach will produce a schedule that states 

which weekends that they are playing.  Of the 16 week season, each team will play 6-10 

of those 16 weeks. Each tournament guarantees 2-3 games for each team.  The more a 

team wins, the more games will be played.  Tournament schedules come out the 

Wednesday before each weekend.  Games can be played at any time between Friday 

night and Sunday afternoon. 

 

 What is the time commitment? 

NYBA teams practice once or twice a week (1 hr – 1.5hr) at either NPS or NES.  Game 

on the weekend last about an hour each (2 game guarantee).  The more a team wins, the 

more games are played. 

 

 How are teams selected? 

Players sign up for NYBA at the registration/tryout night and meet the coach of their age 

group’s team.  The coach will inform parents/players of the practice night the following 

week.  Players will be evaluated at the first couple of practices and the coach will put 

together a roster of players.  Usually, the NYBA BOD will assist each coach in the 

evaluation of the players.  The point of this is to put together a travel-level team that can 

compete in RIYBA tournaments.  If the coach, and NYBA BOD, do not feel that certain 

players are ready for the rigor of RIYBA play, it will be recommended that those players 

sign up for Bradford-Trowt and tryout again next year. The NYBA BOD reserves the right 

to determine if a particular team/age group/grade is ready to play in RIYBA tournaments. 

If the BOD determines that a team is not RIYBA ready, the BOD will only allow that team 

to play in the Developmental League which begins in January. There is no need for 

inexperienced teams to play in RIYBA tournaments and get consistently beat by 25-30 

points each game.   

 



 Is there equal playing time? 

NYBA by-laws state that players must receive at least 3 minutes of playing per half. With 

that being said, Travel Tournament games are very competitive and fast paced.  We try to 

limit teams to a maximum of 8-9 players per team.  With a roster that size, playing time is 

easy to manage and everybody tends to play at least half of the game. Teams with more 

than 8-9 players are discouraged due to the playing time issue.  Most travel games are 

only 45-50 minutes long and its very difficult to play more than 8-9 players and remain a 

competitive travel team.   

 

 Cost? 

NYBA charges a fee of $155 (no uniform) or $225 (need a uniform) depending on if the 

player needs a uniform.  Uniforms are $70.   

 

 When is the NYBA Tournament? 

The NYBA tournament is Thanksgiving Weekend (Fri-Sun.).  We expect to have about 

70 teams attend our tournament which will be played at NES, NPS, and NHS. During this 

time, we will be asking all NYBA parents to volunteer some hours to help with gate 

admissions, timer/scorer, gym supervisor, and concessions. The proceeds from this 

tournament are used to cover other town’s tournament fees, insurance, gym rentals, 

uniform costs, RIYBA membership, etc. 

 

 Is there a state championship? 

Each tournament game played is considered a league game.  RIYBA keeps track of wins 

and losses in each tournament and ranks every team in every age group. The top 8 teams 

from each age group are invited to State Championship Tournament.  Some NYBA teams 

play in the State Championship whereas other choose to play in the Barnstable 

Tournament in Cape Cod. 

 


