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THANK YOU 

SJMBA had an impressive increase in its membership in 2017 with registration increasing from 727 to 892, 

an increase of over 22%. With this increase came increasing demands including team selection, 

scheduling, logistics, and so on. Throughout the year I often received positive feedback about how well 

run and organized the Association is. This is directly the result of the hard work and dedication of Mike 

Buist and Kristyn Coley. On behalf of the Board, I offer sincere thanks to them. 

Special thanks as well to the following individuals and groups that provided much appreciated assistance 

to SJMBA during the past year: 

1. My colleagues on the Board who eagerly participated in Board meetings and committee meetings 

throughout the year as well as coaching or managing teams.  A special thanks to Juan Edwards 

and Kristyn Coley for their contribution to the Board in recent years. Juan has decided not to seek 

re-election.   Kristyn has assumed the additional role of Office Administrator as well as remaining 

as our Baseball Coordinator.  

2. Our former Office Administrator Triffie Parsons for all her work in managing the Association’s 

finances and other duties. Good luck to Triffie as she moves on to another position. 

3. Our program coordinators, umpires and field maintenance staff for their work during the year. 

4. The GHC Group and Ken Mclean for successful Winter Ball and Drillz programs, respectively. 

5. Staff with the City of St. John’s for field maintenance, field improvements and assisting with 

providing access to various fields. 

6. Members of the House of Assembly and Members of Parliament from the St. John’s area who 

provided us with student summer grants without which we could not run our programs. 

7. Our Corporate Sponsors and Friends of Baseball who provide much appreciated financial 

assistance to our association. 

8. All players, coaches, managers, parents and others who participate in our programs or provide 

assistance to help players develop and get to and from games, practices, tournaments, etc. 

9. Other minor and senior baseball associations that partnered with us in offering our programs 

during the year including the Senior High tournament, Midget AA tournaments, AAA and Midget 

inter-league play and other activities. 

 HIGHLIGHTS 

My report for 2016 highlighted a number of priorities that the Association planned to pursue in 2017. I 

am pleased to say that we made progress on achieving most of these priorities. The following is a summary 

of our major activities and accomplishments: 

1. We successfully revamped our all-star program to remove AA players from Mosquito and Peewee 

house league and enabled them to play a combination of inter-league and tournament play. 



2. We created a Girls Baseball Committee to focus on fostering greater participation by girls and 

improving the experience of girls within our programs. Consistent with this we had girls’ teams in 

Mosquito, Peewee and Bantam house league as well as girls U12 and U14 all-star teams. 

3. We partnered with the City to implement field upgrades at Kelly’s Brook and Kilbride Lions fields.  

4. We partnered with the other associations in the region to host a successful senior high 

tournament. 

5. We hosted a very successful inaugural Steve Philips Classic in recognition of Steve’s long-time 

commitment to baseball and the association. 

6. We developed a Mission Statement, Game Management and Fair Play Policies, and an Employee 

Policies and Procedures Manual. 

7. We renewed our agreement with GHC to provide our Winter Ball Program for an additional three 

years. 

8. We had a successful all-star season winning 7 Gold and 2 Silver medals at Provincial tournaments, 

as well as a Silver medal at the Midget AA Atlantics.  

9. Two people from our Association, Kristyn Coley and Mark Healey, were elected to the BNL Board. 

PRIORITIES FOR 2018 

Building on the success of the last few years we have a number of priorities for 2018 including: 

• Working with the City and other towns on the Northeast Avalon to secure additional field space 

and improvements to existing fields in order to accommodate our growth in registration. 

• Maintaining high quality programs as we manage significant membership growth. 

• Determining ways to balance our House league teams so that all teams are competitive including 

potentially limiting friend requests.  

• Assessing the feasibility of adding practice times to our House League schedules. 

• Potentially developing a Drillz Program for our girls’ all-star teams. 

• Adding a Girls Winter Ball Program. 

• Exploring potential options regarding how to structure and maintain our Midget house league 

program.  

• Reviewing the 2017 season to determine what worked and what didn’t and making any required 

changes in advance of 2018. 

 

  



CONGRATULATIONS  
 
Congratulations to the following BNL annual award winners: 
 

Glenn Cribb on winning the Les Noseworthy Memorial Award for outstanding contribution to 
the growth and development of baseball in Newfoundland and Labrador.  
 
Mark Healey on winning Minor Coach of the Year. 
 
Maddie Healey on winning Minor Player of the Year. 
 
Sean Gulliver on winning Junior/Senior Coach of the Year. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

   Ken Curtis 

    Ken Curtis 
    President, SJMBA 


