
St. Louis Arch Invitational 
September 15-16th, 2018 
Rules and Regulations 

 
1. Rules of Play – This organization adopts and conforms to the USA Softball (ASA) Rules 

of Softball for Men’s Slow-Pitch, latest edition, unless explicitly stated below: 
a. Any person who is at least 18 years of age, and of any gender identity, may 

compete on any team; 
b. No metal cleats shall be worn by any player, manager, coach, or umpire; 
c. No base stealing will be allowed in any division; 
d. All batters will begin with a one (1) ball and (1) strike count. One (1) courtesy 

foul shall be awarded after the second strike: 
e. The official pitch height shall be 6 feet to 12 feet; 
f. Electronic scorekeeping is deemed an acceptable scorebook format; 
g. Following an over-the-fence home run (in C-Division only), the batter-runner 

shall only be required to touch first base. Any runner on base during the at-bat is 
only required to touch the next base; 

h. In the event of rain or any other cause that interrupts the game, the game must be 
resumed at the exact point where it was stopped. In the event the tournament 
cannot be completed as scheduled, the tournament Board of Directors shall decide 
how to determine the final standings; 

i. The following are divisional limits for out-of-the-park home runs: C-Division, 1, 
D-Division,0. Once a team has reached their maximum of out-of-the-park home 
runs, any additional out-of-the-park homerun will be considered an inning-ending 
out in all divisions; 

j. Bats: Must meet current USA Softball standards; 
k. Run Rule: 15 runs ahead after 3 innings; 12 runs after 4 innings; 10 runs after 5 

innings; 
l. Courtesy Runner: See current USA Rule; 
m. Game Time: 

i. Round Robin: No new inning begins 50 minutes after game start time. 
Round Robin games may end in a tie; 

ii. Double elimination (except Championship games): No new inning will 
start 55 minutes after start of game time; 

iii. The team ahead in the score shall be declared the winner and the game 
shall be declared completed after such innings; 

iv. The start of game time is defined as the scheduled game time, or in games 
beginning earlier than scheduled, the time agreed to by both managers and 
umpire(s); or in games beginning later than scheduled, immediately once 
both scheduled teams have occupied the field. In all games, the umpire 
assigned to officiate the game has to announce that time has begun; 

v. Championship games (1st & 2nd) – Full 7 innings; no time limit; Run Rule 
applies; 

n. The International Tiebreaker rule shall apply in double-elimination time-restricted 
games if the score is tied after seven (7) innings or 55 minutes. At the beginning 
of each half inning, the batting team shall begin its turn at bat with the player who 
is scheduled to bat last in that respective half-inning being placed on second base. 
A substitute may be inserted for the runner following regular substitution rules; 
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o. Color-coordinated uniforms are preferred. Players competing on a team in the St. 

Louis Arch Invitational must don a shirt with a unique, designated number 
specific to that player; 

p. Rosters 
i. A team may have up to 17 players on a roster; 

ii. A team may bat up to twelve (12) players; 
iii. Teams are allowed to change their rosters until the start of their first 

round-robin game, but changes to the roster cannot exceed any individual 
player rating or cumulative team rating for the division or the team will 
forfeit any games until the roster is in compliance with division 
guidelines; 

q. At no time is smoking on the field or in the dugout allowed by any players, 
coaches, manager, or umpires; 

2. Ratings 
a. Only players registered and rated in the NAGAAA player database are eligible to 

play in the tournament (see Exception, in part f, below);  
b. A team rating is defined as the sum of the highest ten (10) individual player 

ratings rostered on that team; 
c. C-Division – All teams rated 135 or lower; no players rated over 14 are allowed 

on a C-Division team; 
d. D-Division – All teams rated 95 or lower; no players rated over 10 are allowed on 

a D-Division team 
e. C and D rosters must include NAGAAA player ratings with the Yes/No answers 

provided; 
f. Players not in the NAGAAA player database may be eligible to play upon 

exception, and with Tournament Board approval. Teams must provide the Yes/No 
answers for players NOT in the NAGAAA database; 

3. Home Team 
a. Round Robin – Coin toss will determine Home Team; the team calling the coin 

toss will be determined by the traditional game of rock/paper/scissors;  
b. Double Elimination – Higher seed is home team except the championship game, 

in which the undefeated team is home team. If a second game is necessary, a coin 
flip shall decide home team; 

4. Registration 
a. All players must register with proper identification before they are eligible to play 

in any game. Players must register prior to the start of his/her team’s second 
round robin game. 

b. The Tournament Board shall have the authority to allow late registration to a 
player with a travel hardship demonstrated to be beyond their control; 

5. Seedings: Teams will be seeded in the double elimination play tournament based on the 
following in the order presented 

a. Win-loss-tie record in the following order:  
3-0-0; 2-0-1; 2-1-0; 1-0-2; 1-1-1; 0-0-3; 0-1-2; 0-2-1; 0-3-0 

b. Head-to-head results (only used to break ties between two teams); 
c. Run differential between runs scored and runs allowed; 
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d. Coin toss; 

6. Suspension of Play 
a. The Umpire or Field Maintenance supervisor can suspend play if inclement 

weather is approaching or present. If the weather is such that play must be 
suspended or canceled during the tournament, the contingency plans are to speed 
up play (i.e. one-pitch).  

b. In the event of inclement weather, the Tournament Board will do everything to 
play as many games as possible and reserves the right to alter the format at its sole 
discretion; 

7. Ratings Protest 
a. A Protest Committee will rule on all eligible protests of player eligibility and 

ratings. Any protest on the application of the rules of play are made to the 
Umpire-In-Charge and are not the authority of any Protest Committee to act on. 

b. Cost: $120 cash plus $20 cash per question being protested for the protest to be 
filed; 

c. The fee and a written protest on the player(s) and question(s) being protested must 
be given to the umpire before the end of the game; 

d. The money will be refunded if the protest is upheld and forfeited if protest is 
denied;  

e. The tournament committee will review the protest and must rule before the team 
and player(s) continue to play; 

f. If a player is successfully protested but their revised rating does not exceed the 
limit for their team’s division and their overall teams rating does not exceed its 
division, the player and team will both be allowed to continue; 

g. If a player is successfully protested and their revised rating exceeds the limit for 
their team’s division the player will not be allowed to continue to play. The team 
will be assessed a loss for the game but will be allowed to continue; 

h. If a player(s) is/are protested and causes a team’s rating to exceed their team’s 
division, a loss will be assessed, and the team will not be allowed to continue;  

i. No ratings protest will be allowed after 11:00am on Sunday; 
8. Sportsmanship: It is the intent of the tournament to provide fair play for all teams. 

Additionally, the tournament encourages participation through a culturally diverse mix of 
players. If at any time disparaging remarks are expressed, implied, or said from any 
player(s), at the discretion of the Arch Invitational Committee, that/those player(s) will 
then be immediately removed from the tournament and the complex at which the event is 
taking place for the remainder of the tournament; 

9. Park Rules: Outside food and beverages are prohibited. Personal coolers are prohibited. 
BMAC has a full-service concession stand. There is NO smoking inside the park. The 
City of Bridgeton reserves the right to control all activities on its facilities and to eject 
any person(s) who is/are objectionable and causes disfavor to the rules and regulations of 
its facilities. 


