
ABBA
ABBA is a volunteer, non-profit organization. The ABBA board and coaches are comprised mostly of parents of ABBA 
players. The board, coaches, team representatives, and other members generously donate their time to provide a dynamic, 
productive organization.

Mission Statement
The ABBA is an organization designed to introduce the game of basketball to boys in 4th-8th grade. The ABBA will provide 
participants with an opportunity to compete with others of the same grade. We strive to create a basketball experience that is 
positive, educational, competitive and as successful as possible.

Team Division
• Teams in grades 4-6 will be divided equally, not by ability level. Teams in grades 7 and 8 will be divided by 

ability (A/B team).A minimum of seven players are required to make a team. Team sizes between 8 and 10 are 
preferred.

• Boys will generally play on teams with boys in their same grade. If more players are needed at a grade to field 
even one team at a grade, a boy can play up one grade higher with the permission of his parents, his coach, and 
the ABBA board.

 
Playing Time Guidelines

The ABBA board requires that the playing time guidelines, and the coach’s plans to implement those guidelines, must be 
clearly communicated to participants and parents prior to the start of the basketball season. The ABBA board recommends the 
following guidelines for appropriate distribution of playing time for any team:

 Grades 4-6: During the first three quarters of a game, coaches should strive for relatively equal playing time per 
player. In the fourth quarter of the game, the coach is free to give the playing time to the players he/she feels will give 
the team the best chance of winning the game.

 Grades 7 & 8: Playing time will be determined by ability.

There may be exceptions to these playing guidelines; however, the ABBA board suggests the affected players should be made 
aware of this prior to the start of the game and the action must be consistently applied throughout the season. Exceptions may 
include:

 Poor practice attendance by player.

 Poor effort or participation at practices or tournaments.

 State tournament games: Playing time will be determined solely by the coaching staff.  Playing time will not be 
guaranteed.

Tournaments
Teams will be playing in approximately six tournaments during the season. This may include a state tournament, if a team 
decides to participate in one. The goal of the ABBA board is to have teams play in tournaments that they will be competitive in.
Teams should play in one day tournaments when available.

Practice
Practice times vary depending on gym availability. The ABBA works with the Community Education Department to reserve as 
much convenient practice time as possible. High school activities, athletics, and events receive priority in district gym 
scheduling. After these events are scheduled, the ABBA practice schedule will be prepared. Local church gyms are also utilized
when possible to create additional practice times. Practices are only scheduled on Wednesday evenings if no player on the team
has a conflict. In general, teams will have two practices per week: one evening during the week and one on Saturday.

Player Registration and Fees
A registration night will be held prior to the season. The yearly ABBA fee is $165, which covers the cost of tournaments, 
basketballs, various coaching kits, and gym rental. Uniforms may be ordered at an additional cost. Please visit 
http://www.leaguelineup.com/welcome.asp?url=abbp for more information.  
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