
Riverfront 8U Kid Pitch Rules- Addendum 
(proposed)

This Addendum supplements the Riverfront Rule for Regular 
Season games 

Objective: The goal of this division is to develop sound offensive and
defensive baseball for players 8 years and younger. Learning how to 
pitch, catch, differentiate balls and strikes, and get hit by a pitch are 
of utmost priority.

Official Rules

With the exception of the rules noted below, Riverfront 8U Kid Pitch division 
games are played under Official Baseball Rules as amended by Babe Ruth Cal 
Ripken League 8U district tournament rules.

Game Rules
 
PITCHING

1. A player pitcher will pitch to a batter until:
a) The batter is put out according to official baseball rules, or
b) The batter reaches base safely on a batted ball, or
c) The batter is hit by a pitch, or
d) The batter accumulates a count of 4 balls.  

2. In situations 1a, 1b, and 1c the player pitcher will proceed to pitch to the next   
batter in the lineup according to official baseball rules.

3. In situation 1d, the batter is not awarded 1st base. Instead, the batter remains 
batting with only a count of the number of strikes, if any, accumulated during the 
at bat with the player pitcher. The coach proceeds to deliver a maximum of 3 
pitches* to the batter until the batter strikes out or puts the ball in play. Under no 
circumstance does the batter receive a base on balls.

4. During each pitch from the coach, the kid pitcher must remain in a position that
is even with the pitching plate and no more than 2 feet from the left edge of the 
pitching plate.



*5. A foul ball on the coach’s third pitch or subsequent pitches will not count as a 
strikeout and the batter will be afforded another pitch until he puts the ball in play 
or strikes out.  A player pitcher will resume pitching with the next batter.
 
6. A batter not putting the ball in play by their coach’s third pitch will be 
considered a strikeout. (Discretion may be used if 3rd coach pitch is an obvious 
ball such as in the dirt or head level)

Spirit of Rule 1d: 
A young pitcher who continues to walk batters and allow runs to score through 
walks is often discouraged.  Not allowing walks removes this potential barrier 
from the mind of a young pitcher while having the added benefit of promoting the
important offensive concept of hitting the ball into play.

Batting

1. Bunting is not permitted in this Division.
 
2. No base on balls are rewarded to the batter.

3. Batters hit by a pitch receive a free pass, provided it was a player who pitched 
the ball.  A batter hit by a coach’s pitch does not receive a free pass to first base.

Baserunning

1. Official baseball rules will apply to this division with the following exception

a. No runner can score from 3rd base unless he is batted home**

**The spirit of rule 1a is to promote a live ball so that sound baserunning 
and defense can be taught to young players while not  excessively 
penalizing developing, defensive players who cannot consistently throw 
and catch well. 

2. Stealing is not permitted.

3. Base runners may NOT advance on wild pitches, passed balls, or over 
throws from the catcher (or other players) when returning the ball to the 
pitcher after a thrown pitch.



4. On a batted ball, the ball is in play until the ball is returned to the pitcher 
and the pitcher is in the vicinity of the pitcher’s mound.

5. Base runners are not permitted to distract a pitcher in attempt to make the 
pitcher throw to a base.  If the base runner does so he may NOT advance 
and must return to the base he occupies. 

6. Runners who are less than one half the distance to the next base when 
the ball is with the pitcher are sent back to the previous base.  

7. Base paths will be marked showing one half the distance between bases.

8. This Division does not use the Infield Fly Rule.

Pitching Rules

1. Pitchers will be limited to the lesser of two innings or 40 pitches per game.
One pitch in an inning constitutes an inning.  

Note:  Coaches are encouraged to have pitchers only pitch one inning per game 
as this will help develop young pitchers by giving multiple players valuable 
pitching experience.

2. Any pitcher hitting two batters in an inning or three batters in a game must 
be removed from the mound.

3. Pitchers are permitted to be removed from the pitcher’s position and re-
inserted as pitcher as long as they do not exceed the lesser of two innings
or 40 pitches per game


