
Responsibilities and Code of Conduct for 

Coaches, Student Athletes and Parents 

 

Offensive Actions  
 

No coach, parent or student athlete is to:  
 
1.refuse to abide by an official’s decision. 

2.be guilty of objectionable demonstrations by throwing equipment or any other forceful 
action. 

3.be guilty of heaping personal verbal abuse upon any official for any real or imagined 
wrong decision or judgment. 

4. be guilty of an abusive verbal attack or threaten to strike upon any athlete, coach, 
officialor spectator. 

5. lay hands upon, push, shove, strike, physically attack an athlete, coach,official or 
spectatorat any time. 

 

Penalties: 
 

1.  Violation of Articles 1 through 4: Upon Review with: Principal and SMAA 
ExecutiveBoard: Up to five (5) game suspensions for GCCAL league and/or playoff 

games. (No one may serve as a coach in a different class (age group) of the same sport 
while under suspension). 

2.  Violations of Articles 5 (Coach): Upon Review with: Principal and SMAA 
ExecutiveBoard: Minimum suspension of offending coach for one full calendar year, 

maximum lifetime from all GCCAL sports. 
3.  Violation of Article 5 (Parent/Athlete): Upon Review with: Principal and SMAA 

ExecutiveBoard: Minimum suspension of offending athlete for one full calendar year, 
maximum lifetime in that particular sport. 

4.  Violation of an Imposed Penalty:  If suspended coach(es) or player(s) disregards 
an imposed penalty for their actions when properly notified by the League 

Commissioner, his or her team is to be suspended from league competition for one full 

calendar year in that particular sport with no granted appeal procedures. 
 

Note:  If necessary, penalties will carry over into the next season. 

 

Parent Code of Conduct  
 
The essential elements of Christian values and character building in sports are embodied 

in the concept of sportsmanship and six core principles: trustworthiness, respect, 

responsibility, fairness, caring and good citizenship. The highest potential of sports is 

achieved when competition reflects these six pillars of character. I therefore agree:   

1. I will remember that children participate to have fun and that the game is for youth, 

not adults.   



2. I will inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may affect the safety 

of my child or the safety of others.   

 3. I will inform the coach of my child’s absence from school on days of scheduled 

games.   

 4. I will learn the rules of the game and the policies of the league.   

 5. I (and my guests) will be positive Christian role models for my child and encourage 

sportsmanship by showing respect and courtesy, and by demonstrating positive support 

for all players, coaches, officials and spectators at every game, practice or other 

sporting event.   

 6. I (and my guests) will not engage in any kind of unsportsmanlike conduct with any 

official, coach, player, or parent such as booing or taunting; refusing to shake hands; or 

using profane language or gestures.   

 7. I will not encourage behaviors or practices that would endanger the health and well-

being of the athletes.   

 8. I will teach my child to play by the rules and to resolve conflicts without resorting to 

hostility or violence.   

 9. I will teach that my child treat other players, coaches, officials and spectators with 

respect regardless of race, creed, color, sex or ability.   

 10. I will teach my child that doing one’s best is more important than winning, so that 

my child will never feel defeated by the outcome of a game or his/her performance.   

 11. I will praise my child for competing fairly and trying hard, and make my child feel 

like a winner every time.   

 12. I will never ridicule or yell at my child or other participant for making a mistake or 

losing a competition.   

 13. I will emphasize skill development and practices and how they benefit my child over 

winning. I will also de-emphasize games and competition in the lower age groups.   

 14. I will promote the emotional and physical well-being of the athletes ahead of any 

personal desire I may have for my child to win.    

15. I will respect the officials and their authority during games and will never question, 

discuss, or confront coaches at the game field, and will take time to speak with coaches 

at an agreed upon time and place.   

 16. I will demand a sports environment for my child that is free from drugs, tobacco, 

and alcohol and I will refrain from their use at all sports events.   



17. I will refrain from coaching my child or other players during games and practices, 

unless I am one of the official coaches of the team. This also means calling out child’s 

name and giving directions. It can be very confusing, for the student athlete.  

 I ALSO AGREE THAT IF I FAIL TO ABIDE BY THE AFOREMENTIONED RULES 

AND GUIDELINES, I WILL BE SUBJECT TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION THAT 

COULD INCLUDE, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO THE FOLLOWING:   

*Verbal warning by official, coach, and/or head of league   

*Written warning   

*Parental game suspension with written documentation of incident kept on file   

*Game forfeit through the official or coach   

*Parental season suspension   

Parental Responsibilities 

 1. If a parent has a problem with a coach, it is suggested that together the parent and 

coach try to resolve the problem.  It is also suggested that some situations may be 

solved simply by the student athlete going to the coach with his or her concern.   

Hopefully all of our coaches are approachable and willing to listen.  However, if the 

problem still cannot be resolved, the following steps can be taken: 

a. The parent must submit in writing the nature of the complaint and send it to the 

Athletic Director.  

b. The Athletic Director will then contact the coach immediately and explain the nature 

of the complaint.  The coach is entitled to know who it is that registered the 

complaint.  If a resolution can be attained between the coach, the Athletic Director 

and the parent, the issue will then be dropped.  

c. If no resolution is reached, the Athletic Director will then take the issue to the 

Board, which will review the complaint and reach a decision.  It is important that 

both the parent and the coach be heard by the Board.  The Board will then make a 

decision.  

 2. Parents are responsible for getting student athletes to all practices and games.  Do 

not leave a student athlete for practices or games unless the coach is present.  Remind 

the student athlete to inform the coach if he/she cannot make a practice or game.  

 3. Be aware of practice times and pick up your student athlete promptly.  Coaches are 

not permitted to leave until every student athlete has been picked up.  



 4. Exhibit responsible behavior toward referees, coaches and all players, both our own 

and the opposition.  Remember that it is hard to instill ideas of good sportsmanship, fair 

play and team spirit if children hear adults berate and abuse other individuals.  

 5. No children are to be in the kitchen or storage areas or corridors. No bouncing of 

balls on sidelines during the games so as not to distract team players, coaches and refs.  

No bouncing of balls against walls of the gym at any time.  Please be aware of the 

location of any children in your care while attending the games.   All young children 

must be supervised at all times for their own safety.   

6. If a shirt is worn under the uniforms, it must be the same color as the uniform, or as 

designated by the coach.  No cut-off sleeves.  

 7. Parents of volleyball and basketball players will be expected to help in the kitchen at 

least once during the season, as well as breakdown and setup of the cafeteria/gym 

before and after games.  

Student Code of Conduct and Responsibilities 

1.  I understand that during practices and games my coach is my supervisor. I will listen 

to him/her when he/she asks for my attention, obey his/her directions and never show 
him/her disrespect. 

 
2.I understand that I am to respect the calls and directions of game officials. Although I 

may not agree with their judgment, I must accept their decisions. 

 

3.I understand that I am part of a team; therefore, it is very important for me to attend 
practices and games. I will tell my coach when I cannot make practices or games. 

 
4.I understand that at no time may I show disrespect to coaches, other adults, my team 

or opposing team members; start or participate in a verbal or physical fight or use 
inappropriate language. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT AND COOPERATION. THE SUCCESS OF OUR ATHLETIC 

PROGRAM DEPENDS ON ALL OF US WORKING TOGETHER. 

***PARENT AND STUDENT*** 

Please read and sign the contract on the following page. We must 

have this on file for the athlete to begin participation in any sport.  

 

 

***N/A - SIGNED ONLINE DURING REGISTRATION*** 



 

CONTRACT 
Responsibilities and Code of Conduct Coaches, 

Student Athletes and Parents 
 

1.  I have read and understand the SMAA Bylaws, and Responsibilities and Code of 
Conduct for Coaches, Parents, and Student Athletes and I will obey them.  (Bylaws and 

Codes of Conduct can be found on www.leaguelineup.com/smars.) 
 

2.  I understand that failure to obey these rules may result in disciplinary actions against 
me. 

 

3.I understand education of the student is our primary goal.  Therefore, if the student’s 
cumulative average falls below a C or a 77, the student will be suspended from all 

Athletic events, including practice, games, tournaments, competitions and clinics, 
untilthe student’s grades improve.  It will be the student’s and parent’s responsibility to 

report to the Athletic Director when the suspension can be removed. The AD will then 
contact the coach. 

 
4.  I understandstudents who are absent from school for a day may not attend or 

participate in an extra-curricular activity after school on that day or during that evening. 
 

 
 

I, ______________________ (print name), have read and understand all of the above 
points of this contract. I understand that failure to uphold these responsibilities may 

result in areview of my status and possible dismissal from the Athletic Program. 

 
_________________________________________________Date:____________ 

Student Athlete’s Signature 
 

 
 

I, _________________________ (print name), parent / guardian of 
 

______________________________________, have read and understand the terms of 
the SMAA Bylaws and Responsibilities and Code of Conduct for Coaches, StudentAthletes 

and Parents. I understand that I too, am responsible and will be held accountable for my 
child’s actions during his/her participation in athletics and its events. I hereby 

authorizemy child to enter into this contract.  
 

_________________________________________________Date: ___________ 

Parent/Legal Guardian Signature 

***N/A - SIGNED ONLINE DURING REGISTRATION*** 

***N/A - SIGNED ONLINE DURING REGISTRATION *** 


