
Sault Ste. Marie Slo-Pitch League 

Bat Testing Policy for Illegal/Altered Bats 

 
The Sault Ste. Marie Slo-Pitch League follows the USSSA BPF 1.20 Policy in which all bats must be 

certified under these criteria in order to be used in league play.  Some players have the need to gain a 

competitive advantage by altering approved bats. When used, these bats not only create an unfair 

competitive advantage but also become potentially dangerous for defensive players.  In order to 

maintain the integrity of the game and protect the safety of its members, the following Bat Testing 

Policy will be adopted for league play:  

Testing for illegal/altered bats will be completed in accordance with the SPO testing procedures.  Bats 

will be sent away and tested with a bat testing device which tests the compression of the bat wall.  If it 

tests beyond the acceptable compression level, the bat is classified as an illegal bat and can no longer be 

used.  The bat will then be sent to the manufacturer and tested by a trained inspector to determine how 

the bat became illegal, either through normal use or by artificial methods.  To determine this, the bat 

maybe scanned or physically cut open. If the bat has been deemed altered, the player and team will face 

immediate disciplinary action in accordance with league sanctions.  If the bat is deemed to be illegal but 

not altered, the player and team will not face any further disciplinary action but the bat will not be 

returned. 

Upon suspicion, a bat can be taken by the League Executive for testing.  If a player refuses to allow the 

bat to be tested, the player and team will face immediate sanctions in accordance with the use of 

altered bats.  The Sault Ste. Marie Slo-Pitch League will pay for the expenses of having the bat tested. 

In the event that an opposing team believes that a bat is illegal during game play, they can ask that the 

game be played under protest and pay a $150 protest fee within 24 hours.  The bat will be removed 

from the game.  Should that bat be deemed not illegal they will forfeit the protest fee and the outcome 

of the game will stand. Should the bat be deemed illegal, the league will reimburse the protest fee. 

Sanctions for using an altered bat: 

1) The player using the bat will be suspended from the Sault Ste. Marie Slo-Pitch League for a minimum 

of five (5) years. 

2) The owner of the bat will be suspended from the Sault Ste. Marie Slo-Pitch League for a minimum of 

five (5) years.  Should the bat be a “team” bat, the team representative will be held responsible. 

3) The team will be fined $250 and will not be allowed to play until payment is received. The team will 

also forfeit all wins that they have during the season regardless if the bat was used in those games or 

not. 

 

Note: Ignorance is not an excuse.  Be aware of where your bats are purchased and be careful when using 

other people’s bats.  

 

 


