
New Bat Standards for 2018 

Some of you may or may not know, but Cal Ripken Baseball, which governs our recreation league, has adapted a new 

bat standard for the 2018 season.  This will affect recreation games, the district tournament, and may local tournaments 

for travel players.  This means that the bat(s) that you have been using will no longer be allowed in recreation, district, 

and most tournament play—In short, you will have to buy a new bat for the 2018 season for any baseball player age 7-12 

The following list is comprised of information on approved bats and bat types for those ages.  There are many 

differences between bats and not all are made the same.  The range of cost will vary from $40.00-$400.00 for a bat, so 

you want to choose the one that makes the most sense for the player and the budget. 

If sized properly, the correct bat can last 1-3 years based on player growth and bat use.  In addition, higher-end used 

bats can be sold on secondary markets like Ebay, Craigslist, and Facebook to recoup some of your initial investment 

when your son is done with it.  Since this is the first year, there are no used bats or older model discounts to select from.  

Approved Bats: 

Approved bats will be marked with one of these USA Baseball stamps    

The reason for the change is to reduce the “trampoline” effect many bats had, which increased the speed the ball left 

the bat and the distance the ball traveled.  The reduction is an effort to reduce the amount of injuries from excessively 

hard line-drive hits. 

Bat Material: 

There are many manufacturers and choices to select from, but there are 4 main types of bat material used today 

• Aluminum—These can be any type of aluminum alloy, and every manufacturer uses slightly different materials.  

These will be entry level to mid-level bats.  These bats will have the highest weight to length (drop) ratio of all 

bat types—more on drop below.  These bats will also produce the most amount of “sting” on a hitter’s hands if 

the ball is not hit perfectly. 

 

• Composite—These bats use carbon fiber material to make up the bat.  They will generally be the most expensive 

bats. Although the new bats are designed not to travel as far, these will still have the most power and provide 

the greatest speed off the bat (exit velocity) and farthest distance balls travel. The distance will vary from player 

to player based on hitter strength, form, and pitch speed.  These bats will have a lower drop compared to 

aluminum.  Sting will be reduced with these bats compared to aluminum.   

 

Composite bates require more maintenance: bats require a “break in period” where you hit approximately 100-

200 baseballs, rotating the bat slightly with each swing.  The bats are most effective after their break in period.  

Composite bats should not be used in temperatures lower than 60 degrees and should be maintained at 60 

degrees or warmer when using them.  Composite bats should only be used with traditional baseballs. 

 

• Hybrid or half/half—These bats are made by using an aluminum barrel and joining it with a composite handle.  

Hybrid bats will be in the mid to high end in cost.  These bats will be in the middle of the weight to length ratio.  

The center bonding piece is designed to reduce vibration and will produce the least amount of sting.  However, 

in reducing vibration it also reduces power. These bats will have the less “pop” then full aluminum or composite. 

 

• Wood—Typically made of ash or maple, these bats will have the lowest cost.  They will have the lowest drop of 

all bats (significantly heavier) and minimal “pop”.  Youth baseball has moved away from wood bats because the 

extra weight can affect proper swing mechanics. If not swung properly with the label up or down, hitting off the 

end, or on the handle you could break the bat.  Most wood bats do not offer a warranty. 

 

 



Bat Barrel: 

The barrel is the fat part of the bat designed for the best hitting.  The longer the barrel, the more there is a chance there 

is a solid hit.  The “sweet spot” is the best area of the barrel to hit, and the longer the barrel, generally the larger the 

sweet spot. 

New for 2018, Cal Ripken is allowing 2 5/8” diameter “big barrel” in addition to its already approved 2 ¼” barrel bats.  A 

larger barrel diameter will provide more “bat” to hit the ball. 

While there are advantages to longer or larger diameter barrels, they change how the weight is distributed and may not 

be best for contact hitters or hitters that are not as physically strong as traditional power hitters 

Bat Drop/Weight Distribution: 

Bat Drop, or the weight to length ratio refers to the different between the two measurements.  If a bat is 17 oz, and 29”, 

it has a drop of 12 (-12).  If the same bat weighed 19 oz it would be a drop 10 (-10).  The higher the drop, the lower the 

weight for the length.  A lighter bat will increase the speed of a swing, while a heaver bat will have more power behind 

it.  Heavier bats are typically for stronger or more advanced hitters.  In addition, how the weight is distributed will affect 

how the bat swings.  “End loaded” bats have most of the weight in the barrel, and feel heavier to swing as opposed to 

bats that are evenly distributed in weight.  Again, end-loaded bats are typically for stronger or more advanced hitters. 

KEEP YOUR OLD BATS!  

While Cal Ripken Baseball will not allow your old bats in games, some tournaments may still allow them for use.  Cal 

Ripken Experience, Maplezone (MSI), Sports at the Beach and other large baseball tournament facilities will allow these 

bats.  If you do not play in these tournaments, you may still be able to sell them on secondary markets 

Save and Support Burlington Baseball: 

Use the attached coupon starting Black Friday to receive 15% off your purchase and Modells will donate a portion back 

to our Program 

                           


