
MISS MANATEE SOFTBALL MODIFIED RULES – Spring 2019 

ALL AGE GROUPS 
1. USA rules will be followed. Modifications listed below supersede ASA rules.
2. All girls will play a minimum of 2 innings per game.
3. No player may sit consecutive defensive innings, with the exception of an injury.
4. All players present will be in the batting order.
5. A minimum of 8 players is necessary for a game to be played. Each team has until 10 minutes past the official game start time to

field a team of 8 or more players.  If, after 10 minutes, the required 8 players are not on the field, the game will be played as
follows ***In order to keep the regular season games competitive and avoid forfeits during the regular season, if the team is not
able to place the required number of players on the field (9 or 10) the coach shall have the option of 1. playing game with 8
players 2. have opposing team provide their players to fill the spots as defensive players (outfield only) and no outs will be
recorded in the batting spots during the regular season. 3. requesting players (in advance) from board approved pool of girls that
have volunteered to play up.  Provided that the team can provide a minimum of 6 drafted players and field a minimum of 8 with
subs as described above the game will be played as an official game.  However, during playoffs the teams must provide a
minimum of 8 players from their original draft to field a team and an out will be taken in the empty 9th and or 10th  spot (age
determined) during playoffs. If a team is not able to place the required 8 players on the field, the game will end in a forfeit.

6. Game Time
A. Official game time is 1 hour and 20 minutes or 7 complete innings, whichever comes first.   
B. For age groups that do not use the 5-run rule, any inning that has started before the end of regulation time will be 

completed per normal softball rules.   
C. For age groups with the 5-run rule, the game ends as follows: 

I. If the home team is batting at the end of regulation time: 
1) If the home team has the lead, the game will stop when time expires.
2) If the home team is trailing or is tied:

a. If the home team trailed by 5 runs or less or is tied at the start of their at-bat, the game
will end at the conclusion of their at-bat or when the home team takes the lead.

b. If the home team started their at-bat trailing by more than 5 runs, the game ends when
regulation time expires.

II. If the visiting team is batting at the end of regulation:
1) If the visiting team is leading:

a. If the visiting team leads by more than 5 runs, the game ends when regulation time
expires.

b. If the lead is 5 runs or less, the inning will continue.  If, at any point, the visiting team
extends the lead to more than 5 runs, the game ends.  If, at the end of the visitor’s at-bat,
the visitors’ lead is 5 runs or less, the inning continues and the game will end when the
home team finishes their at-bat or takes the lead.

2) If the visiting team trails or is tied:
a. If the visiting team was trailing by more than 5 runs at the start of their at bat and game

time expires, the game ends.
b. If the visiting  team was trailing by 5 runs or less or was tied:

1. If, at the conclusion of the visitor’s at-bat, they still trail, the game ends at that
point.

2. If the visitors have tied the game or taken the lead, the inning continues and
the game will end when the home team finishes their at-bat or takes the lead.

7. During the regular season, games may end in a tie.  During playoffs, the Texas Tie Breaker will be used to determine the winner.
(Texas Tie Breaker:  The game continues into the next inning with the last batter of the previous inning, whose turn at bat had
been completed, starting at 2nd base.  After playing one complete inning, if a team has the lead, the game is over.   If the game is
still tied, additional innings are played until a winner has been determined.)

8. Playoff Seeds – Seeds are determined by the order of finish during the regular season.  For all playoff games up to the finals, the
higher-seeded team will be the “home” team.  Once the championship is reached, the team who makes it to the championship
game through the winner’s bracket shall be the “home” team for the 1st game.  A coin toss will be used if there is a second “IF”
game.

9. Two Pitcher Rules - Any age group with the two-pitcher rule will have the innings pitched counted by outs.
A. An inning consists of three outs or five runs (if a five-run rule is used in the age group).   
B. A pitcher must finish any batter she started except where an injury to the pitcher has taken place.   
C. A pitcher who was relieved may re-enter as the pitcher only 1 time per inning. 
D. A pitcher may not pitch some portion of an inning in all of the first 5 innings. 
E. This rule is intended to relive pitchers who are struggling and to keep the game moving.  It shall not be used as a device 

to manipulate the game. 
10. No team shall use the infield for practice (batting or fielding) prior to the start of a game.  The infield will be defined as the dirt

between the foul lines.  All practice should be confined to the outfield (grass) areas, dirt areas outside the foul lines, bullpen area
or to the batting cages.

11. No unassessed pitcher may pitch in the playoffs (end of season tournament) that have not pitched in at least 3 games during the
regular season.  All unassessed pitchers who become playoff eligible will be reviewed and voted on by the coaches.  If an
unassessed pitcher is determined (coaches vote) to have been an “A” pitcher at the time of the draft, the pitcher will not be
allowed to pitch in the playoffs if pitcher was not identified as an “A” pitcher by the coaches at the draft.  This rule hopes to
encourage all pitchers to assess and discourage hiding an “A” pitcher.  Coaches please record all pitchers used in a game.

12. In all divisions, the USA Mercy (Run) rule will not be used for regular season games.  It will be used in playoffs.



SEED SEATING TIE BREAKERS: 

IF AT THE END OF THE SEASON, TWO TEAMS ARE TIED IN AN AGE GROUP DIVISION THE FOLLOWING ORDER WILL BE USED 
TO DETERMINE THE SEASON CHAMPION AND NUMBER 1SEED FOR THE END OF YEAR TOURNAMENT. 

1. HEAD TO HEAD PLAY, THE WINNING RECORD BETWEEN THE 2 TEAMS. IF TIED PROCEED TO NUMBER 2.
2. RUNS AGAINST, THE TEAM THAT HAS ALLOWED THE LEAST AMOUNT OF RUNS TO BE SCORED AGAINST THEM BY

ALL TEAMS IN THE AGE DIVISION.  IF TIED PROCEED TO NUMBER 3.
3. RUNS FOR, THE TEAM THAT HAS SCORED THE MOST RUNS AGAINST ALL TEAMS IN THE AGE DIVISION.  IF TIED

PROCEED TO NUMBER 4.
4. ONE GAME PLAYOFF TO BE PLAYED AS FIELD SPACE AND TIME PROVIDES (DETERMINED BY THE BOARD).

13+ 
1. The Pitchers Mound will be at 43 feet. It is the home field coach’s responsibility to set the mound to this distance prior to the

game.
2. Any batter hit by a pitch has the option to take 1st base or continue batting.  Coaches should strongly encourage hit batters to

continue batting if they are able.  However, during playoffs, all hit batters will take the base.

12U 
1. Pitcher mound will be at 40 feet. It is the home field coach’s responsibility to set the mound to this distance prior to the game.
2. The 5-run rule per inning will be used.
3. During the regular season, every girl must play a minimum of 1 inning in the infield each game.  This rule will not be used in the

playoffs.
4. Any batter hit by a pitch has the option to take 1st base or continue batting.  Coaches should strongly encourage hit batters to

continue batting if they are able.  However, during playoffs, all hit batters will take the base.
5. Each team must use a minimum of 2 pitchers per game.  No pitcher may pitch a third inning until the 5th inning.  No pitcher may

pitch more than 3 innings. This rule supersedes general rule 9.  This rule will not be in effect for the playoffs.
6. No more than 6 defensive players may be permitted in the infield prior to the release of the pitch. The infield for the purposes of

this rule will be defined as dirt part of the playing field.

10U 
1. Pitcher mound will be at 35 feet. It is the home field coach’s responsibility to set the mound to this distance prior to the game.
2. The 5-run rule per inning will be used.
3. During the regular season, every girl must play a minimum of 1 inning in the infield each game.  This rule will not be used in the

playoffs.
4. There will be no infield fly rule.
5. Each team must use a minimum of 2 pitchers per game.  No pitcher may pitch a third inning until the 5th inning.  No pitcher may

pitch more than 3 innings. This rule supersedes general rule 9.  This rule will not be in effect for the playoffs.
6. Runners MAY steal.  A runner attempting to steal may not advance beyond the stolen base on an overthrow. Once the throwdown

occurs the ball is dead and does not go back into play.
7. With runners on 1st and 3rd the runner on first may steal 2nd base however the runner on 3rd base may not advance on a throw

to 2nd base. This rule does not supersede rule 10u9 or 10u10.
8. With runners on 1st and 3rd both runners may advance at their own risk on a pass ball or wild pitch. This rule does not supersede

rule 10u10.
9. No Delay steals. It is a delay dead ball on a delay steal.  Runners may not advance on throws from the catcher back to the pitcher

if the pitcher is in the pitching circle
10. Runners may not advance on an overthrow from the catcher to the pitcher when the pitcher is in the pitching circle.
11. One defensive coach may be in the outfield for the first half of the season only.  This coach may not be in the infield at any time

except when time is called.
12. Any batter hit by a pitch has the option to take 1st base or continue batting.  Coaches should strongly encourage hit batters to

continue batting if they are able.  However, during playoffs, all hit batters will take the base.
13. No more than 6 defensive players may be permitted in the infield prior to the release of the pitch. The infield for the purposes of

this rule will be defined as dirt part of the playing field.
14. Teams can field up to 4 outfielders.
15. Runners taking a lead on 3rd base may steal on a throw from catcher to 3rd base without tagging up.
16. The dropped 3rd strike rule will be in effect.

8U 
1. Pitcher mound will be at 30 feet. It is the home field coach’s responsibility to set the mound to this distance prior to the game.
2. The 5-run rule per inning will be used.
3. During the regular season, each girl must play a MINIMUM of 1 inning in the infield during any game that is 3 innings or less. Each

girl must play at least 2 innings in the infield during each game that lasts 4 or more innings.  For the sake of this rule, the catchers
position will be considered an infield position. This rule will not be used in the playoffs.

4. There will be no infield fly rule.
5. Runners may not steal.
6. Runners may leave the base once contact is made with the pitch.  A runner leaving the base before the ball is contacted is out.
7. Batters may not bunt.
8. Pitching

A. Pitching will be a combination of coach and player pitch during the first inning.  
B. Coaches must pitch from 30 feet, in direct line with home plate and a pitching rubber.  The only exception will be for 

marginal or underage players who require closer pitching (but still a direct line) in order to make contact. 

*SPECIAL RULE SPRING 2019 ONLY - TEAMS CAN FIELD UP TO 4 OUTFIELDERS



C. In the first inning: 
I. Players will pitch from 30 feet and get to throw 4 pitches with a softee ball.  Strikes will be called on these 

pitches.  The pitcher can strike out the batter. 
II. If the batter has not struck out during the 4 pitches from the opposing pitcher, the coach may pitch up to 3 

additional pitches with a normal softball to complete the at-bat.  The final pitch will continue if the player hits a 
foul ball.  

D. Starting with the 2nd inning, the game will be all coach-pitch.  The coach may pitch up to 5 pitches or when the batter 
strikes out, whichever comes first.  If no contact is made on the 5th pitch, the batter is out.  The final pitch will continue if 
the player hits a foul ball.  

E. Coaches must make the batter aware of the last pitch.  
9. Batters may strike out, but may not walk.  
10. If a batter is hit by a pitch she will continue to bat.  
11. If the coach who is pitching is hit by a batted ball it is a dead ball and considered a no pitch. If however the pitching coach 

obstructs the ball (example reaches out and catches it) the batter is out and it is a dead ball. 
12. No runner may advance on an overthrow at any base.  
13. The batter/runner and any runners may take only 1 base on any batted ball that does not reach the grass.  
14. If a batted ball reaches the grass outfield, runners may continue running up to the point when the ball crosses the edge of the 

grass back into the infield.  As soon as the ball crosses this line, any runner who is not at least half way to the next base must, at 
the end of the play, return to the previous base at no risk.  

15. Following an infield hit and subsequent throw. If the ball is in possession of an infielder and a non-forced runner is within arm’s 
length of the base they started at, they may not advance to the next base.  If they do advance, they will return at no risk. 

16. Two defensive coaches may be in the outfield.  
17. One defensive coach will be positioned behind the catcher to help direct play and to return the ball to the pitcher when needed to 

speed up the game.  
18. No more than 6 defensive players may be permitted in the infield prior to the release of the pitch. The infield for the purposes of 

this rule will be defined as dirt part of the playing field. 
19. Pitchers are prohibited from making a force out if the play is one that would normally be made with a throw.  (Example – The ball 

is hit back to the pitcher in the circle.  The pitcher may not run to a base to make a force play.)  The out will not count if a pitcher 
makes a force out.  

20. Teams can field up to 4 outfielders. 
21. No fielder, other than the catcher, May take a position in front of the pitcher prior to the ball being hit. 
22. The drop third strike rule will not be in effect. 

 




