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LOWER GWYNEDD —Under a steady rain one night last October, the Wissahickon High boys soccer
team saw its season come to a premature end in the opening round of the District One Class AAAA
playoffs.

The Trojans had gone undefeated for the year in winning the Suburban One American Conference and had
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earned the chance to host a first-round game against Neshaminy.

But for a team that had not beaten a non-league opponent all season, the 2-1 defeat to the Redskins seemed
to be an appropriate conclusion to the season.

It also could serve as a great motivational tool for the upcoming boys soccer season.

“We know we need to win those out-of-league games,” said co-captain Olu Amudipe, a senior defender for
Wissahickon this season. “We are a smaller school and maybe we get less respect coming from a small
conference, but at the same time, we have the players, the attitude, the ability to keep up with these bigger
schools.

“Going undefeated in the league was great, but our reputation isn’t that great from it because we didn’t
follow through with bigger wins.”

The Trojans finished up at 14-1-1 last year. Six starters from that team return this year, hoping to build on
what the team has done over the past few years.

“They may be focused on what happened last year,” said head coach Stuart Malcolm, about to enter his 15th
season running the Trojans. “The last two years (2007 and 2008), we had a playoff win each time, and last
year, we were on the wrong end of a 2-1 result. They’ve experienced the highs of winning playoff games
and the lows of expectations to win a game.

“You try to get them in the position to be able to get a high seed and win that first playoff game. That first
game can give you the confidence to keep going.”

In 2008, the Trojans won a road playoff game in the first round of districts, then lost in the second round to
Downingtown West, the eventual champions.

“We’ve always been a team that has done well in our conference, but had trouble outside of it,” senior mid-
fielder and co-captain Javier Puga said. “The fact that we came off as the ninth seed and lost to the (24th),
that’s really frustrating. It was pouring (rain), really disappointing. The last couple years, we had gone more
than one round and last year, we didn’t.

“We can hang with those big teams, we know we can if we want to. In the playoffs, you always want to get
at least past one round.”

It is once again the goal for Wissahickon in 2010. To that end, the Trojans’ schedule is lined with even more
pitfalls than last year. Along with last year’s non-league slate of games against Council Rock North,
Neshaminy, Central Bucks East and Souderton, the team has added two more in Pennridge and Father
Judge.

The Rams reached the district quarterfinals last year before falling to Souderton while the Crusaders were
Class AAA co-state champions out of the Philadelphia Catholic League.

“People ask why we would play a schedule where we went (winless) last year,” Malcolm said. “I think if we

play those games tough, it will give us an edge in the tough league games. We might pick up a result in one
of those games, then people will recognize we can play with the bigger schools.
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“They are going to be as ready for a playoff game as they can be, should we do well enough in the league to

get one.”

Wissahickon opens the season Sept. 3 versus Rock North, then plays CB East, Souderton and Pennridge

before getting a sniff of the American Conference portion of the schedule.

“We definitely have high expectations,” Amudipe said. “This year, we need to make a statement that, even

though we come from a smaller conference where not every team is as good as every team in other
conferences, we have to show we can keep up with those teams and get some wins against them.”

The belief is the experience on the roster, and the experience of last year, will only help motivate the

Trojans this fall.

“We have four or five kids on our team who have played together for six or seven years,” Puga added, ““so

we definitely want to utilize that to our strength.

“A lot of times, because we’re a smaller school, we have to show people what we are capable of doing.”

The Trojans had hoped to show what they were capable of last year in the playoffs. But that did not work

out as planned.

Wissahickon has had to wait nearly a whole year to try to develop a new reputation.
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