
 
 

THIS WEEK IN BASEBALL 2015 SEASON ISSUE #4 

The Elks struggled with their opener in GWOC 
Central Play by losing to Beavercreek 11-1 and 
9-0.  The Beavers were able to capitalize on 
strong pitching and numerous Elks 
mistakes.  However, the Elks bounced back by 
stringing together three straight wins over 
Springfield (2X) and Sidney.  The week brought 
along some strong performances by several 
players including:  Junior Matt Robinson pitched 
the first complete game of the season in the 
defeat of Sidney, Senior Matt Reibly had a career 
high 4 RBI vs the Yellow Jackets, and Sophomore 
Grant Lugo had his first career walk off hit vs 
Springfield.  The Varsity team will continue 
action this week vs GWOC Central leader 
Fairmont (2X), Miamisburg, and participate in 
the Reid Rizzo Classic (LaSalle, Grove City, and 
Highlands, KY).  
 
The JV Elks have started to get hot as well by 
improving their record to 4-3 while the 
freshmen continue a solid start of 4-2. 
 

Date  Time Team Results 

3/28/2015 11:00am ALTER L 3-1 

3/28/2015 1:30pm ALTER W 9-2 

3/30/2015 5:00pm ST XAVIER W 11-10 

3/31/2015 5:00pm MILFORD W 6-5 9 innings 

4/3/2015 5:00pm at Glen Este  CANCELLED 

4/4/2015 12:00pm at Troy  L 13-5 

4/6/2015 5:00pm SPRINGFIELD  W 7-6 

4/7/2015 5:00pm at Springfield  W 10-5 

4/11/2015 12:00pm FAIRFIELD  L 3-1 

4/13/2015 5:00pm at Beavercreek  L 11-1 

4/14/2015 5:00pm BEAVERCREEK  L 9-0 

4/17/2015 5:00pm at Sidney  W 11-2 

4/20/2015 5:00pm FAIRMONT   

4/21/2015 5:00pm at Fairmont   

4/23/2015 5:00pm at Miamisburg   

4/25/2015 5:00pm at TBD   

4/26/2015 5:00pm at TBD   

4/27/2015 5:00pm NORTHMONT   

4/28/2015 5:00pm at Northmont   

5/1/2015 5:00pm BUTLER   

5/2/2015 11:00am at Lakota East   

5/2/2015 2:00pm at Anderson   

5/4/2015 5:00pm at Wayne   

5/5/2015 5:00pm WAYNE   

5/7/2015 5:00pm at Moeller   

5/8/2015 7:00pm at Badin   



DUGOUT CLUB 
 

THE DUGOUT CLUB IS AN 
ORGANIZATION THAT HELPS SERVE AS A 

FUNDING VEHICLE AND SUPPORT 
GROUP FOR THE CENTERVILLE ELKS 

BASEBALL PROGRAM.  THE CLUB WAS 
CREATED IN LATE 2014 AND SERVES 

WITH THE MAIN PURPOSE OF HELPING 
THE ELKS OBTAIN FUNDING FOR OUT OF 
STATE TRIPS, FIELD & FACILITY UPGRADE, 

AND REACHING OUT TO THE 
COMMUNITY TO HELP PROMOTE 

CENTERVILLE ELKS BASEBALL.  PLEASE 
CONTACT DUGOUT CLUB PRESIDENT 

JASON ZELLER (JZELLER@WOH.RR.COM) 
WITH ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS. 

 
THE COACHING STAFF WOULD LIKE TO 
SEND OUT A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL 
THOSE THAT HELPED WITH THE MULCH 

SALE.  THE SALE WAS ABLE TO SELL OVER 
10,500 BAGS AND WILL HELP THE ELKS 
TO EXPLORE NUMEROUS OPTIONS ON 

FIELD UPGRADES AND TRAINING 
EQUIPMENT UPGRADE.  A VERY SPECIFIC 
THANKS TO THE MULCH COMMITTEE OF 

MR. SCHUTTER, MR. HUGHES, MR. 
HAMILTON, MR. WHISMAN, AND MR. 

MILLER. 

Junior Seth Pritchett was voted 
Player of the Week by 
teammates for being the player 
that has responded the best to 
adversity and set a positive 
example to his teammates.  Seth 
has been a steady contributor to 
the Elks this year and has been a 
fixture on the mound, DH role, 
and corner INF.  Throughout the 
year Seth has dealt with 
numerous ordeals and 
demonstrated to his teammates 
a positive attitude and 
determined motivation to help 
the program succeed.  The vote 
by his teammates tripled the 
next closest person and showed 
how great of an example Seth 
has been to the 
program.  Congratulations to 
Seth on the award. 
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MEET THE COACHING STAFF: 
 COACH FRANKLIN 
 COACH WHITED 

 

  

What do you enjoy most about coaching? 
I enjoy learning the game from a different perspective. After playing and then being a fan,                                                              
it's an incredibly rewarding experience to see behind the curtain and help these players                        Coach Franklin                            
become good baseball players and young men. 
 
What position do you serve within the program? 
Freshmen assistant coach. 
 
Please discuss some of your mentors. 
My high school baseball coach Todd Parola influenced me to play the game the right way and treat it with respect. I've also 
learned an incredible amount from the coaching staff this year. I couldn't even imagine getting an opportunity to learn new 
things about the game from such a wealth of experience and I'm thankful for that everyday. 
 
What is it about Centerville that makes it different? 
The pride in the Black and Gold and the work ethic each of the players and coaches demonstrate. The Elk family and tradition 
is a unique, special experience to be a part of. 
 
Explain the meaning of Elk FAST. 
The emphasis on family and attitude over anything else is what stands out to me. Growing and becoming a better person 
through the game of baseball is something that often falls by the wayside in baseball programs with the focus instead going to 
individual statistics and individual success. The family-team mentality with an attitude and approach that leads these players 
to success on and off the field is what Elk FAST really embodies to me. 
 
Favorite memory as a coach. 
I don't have a wealth of these to pull from, but this year against St. X watching the freshmen do all the little things right was 
incredible. It was rewarding to see all the off-season and pre-season work at play in the field. The execution was awesome. 
 
How do you feel players would describe you as a coach? 
I think the players would describe me as someone who'd love to see them get better. I'm the coach that preaches about the 
mental approach, focus and keeping the energy up on the bench. 

Explain the meaning behind ELK FAST? 
ELK FAST is a way of stressing our core values. Our FAMILY guides us in everyday life!                                                            
ATTITUDE is as important as ability to become successful. SKILL can only take you as far as                                                              
the total TEAM effort. These are our core concepts that our players need not only for a                                                       
successful playing career but for a successful life. 
 
Favorite memory as a coach? 
Coaching is my passion and I try to attack it like life. My favorite memories are when a                                                               
former player that I coached or my father coached comes up with there family and                                                              
introduces me as there coach and mentor. He taught me fundamentals, sportsmanship and                     Coach Whited                                            
the will to win. Wins and losses fade away but building a true FAMILY atmosphere is rewarding and humbling. 

How do you feel players would describe you as a coach? 
I feel treating each player with RESPECT and being player friendly is my goal. I want them to realize how fortunate coaches are to 
have the opportunity to build a better person. I want them to think I'm fair and are there for them during there playing days and 
after they graduate. I take that responsibility very seriously and want them to like me but respect that I want them to succeed in 
baseball and life. 



SENIOR 

SPOTLIGHT 

1. Position and what you feel you do well on a baseball field. - I play anywhere in the outfield, but I mostly play left 
field.  I feel I use me speed effectively on the baseball field.  I do best when I hit hard ground balls and beat them out. 
 
 
2. Favorite part of being a Centerville Elk Baseball Player. 
- My favorite part of being a Centerville Elks Baseball Player is the family in the program.  Everyone in the program knows 
one another.  I am lucky enough to play the great game of baseball with my close friends.  The friendships I have created 
through the program will last a lifetime. 
 
 
3. Talk about some of the people that are responsible for where you are in your life. 
- The biggest people who have helped me get to where I am in life are my parents.  My dad has coached me my entire life 
teaching me life lessons.  My mom has supported me with all of my decisions in life and helped turn me into the young 
man that I am.  My older brother also influenced my life.  He was the person that I always wanted to be, and he would 
help me even if it just meant throwing a baseball in our back yard 
 
 
4. What are your plans after graduation? 
- After I graduate I plan to attend the Ohio State University starting in the fall.  I plan on studying electrical engineering.  I 
hope to still play intramural baseball in college, so I still get to enjoy the sport. 
 
 
5. Favorite memory of being a part of Centerville Elks Baseball Program. 
- My favorite memory of being part of the program was when the varsity and JV teams went down to Florida my 
sophomore year.  The two teams were always together, whether it was laying on the beach or playing sand volleyball.  It 
was a great experience that I had the opportunity to share with my friends. 
 
 
6. Explain what Elk FAST means to you. 
- To me, Elk FAST means that the entire program, from freshman to senior, is a family.  We trust one another, and enjoy 
being around each other.  We also have the right attitude not only towards baseball, but life.  We put the goals of the 
team ahead of our individual goals.  We are one unified group that becomes a family. 
 
 
7. Any comments you would like to make to future players or supporters of program. 
- Any future players or supporters that join this program will become part of something greater than themselves.  They 
will permanently be part of a family and make friendships that will last a lifetime.  Realize how lucky we all are to be part 
of the Centerville Elks Baseball Program. 



2014 P Ryan Fox Lewis University  
Recorded his 1st career win vs Ashland University with 7IP 1ER in a 2-1 Lewis University Win.  Ryan is 
currently 2-1 on the season for the flyers and has established himself as one of the top throwers  for 
the Flyers.  The 6'4 200 RHP was an All Area 1st Teamer for the Elks and helped the 2014 Team win 
the Sectional Title. Good luck to Foxy and the rest of the Flyers program going forward.  UPDATED 
3/20/15 
2014 John Kopicky Ohio Northern University 
John "Johnny" Kopicky has started to become a reliable option for the Polar Bears of Ohio Northern 
University.  Johnny has appeared in 6 games with 2 starts and has recorded a 1-1 record.  John's 1st 
career win came on March 28th vs Mount Union and helped him get off to a great start to his 
career.  He has recorded a total of 17.1 IP, 1.56 ERA, and has 16 K.  John was limited with several 
injuries throughout his career with the Elks was a constant model player for the younger players and 
obviously has demonstrated how hard he has worked to improve.  Good luck to Johnny and the Polar 
Bears for the rest of the 2015 season.  UPDATED April 2nd 2015. 
2013 Derek Hendrixson Heidelberg 
Derek "D" Hendrixson has helped the Heidelberg Baseball team get off to a terrific start of 19-5.  D 
has been a major part of this success as he is currently 3-0 and has appeared in 13 games.  In these 
13 games D has accounted for 7 saves and a staggering 38 K in 24 IP.  Derek has also has an ERA of 
1.13 and has been the primary closer for the Knights.  During his time as an Elk Derek helped the 
team roll to a 24-2 record his senior year and was elected as 1st Team All Area as a SS/P.    UPDATED 
4/13/2015 
2013 Brian Mroz Eastern Kentucky 
Brian "Stevie" Mroz has established himself as an important cog for the Eastern Kentucky Colonels 
bullpen.  He has appeared in 8 games while also recording 1 start vs Nationally ranked #6 Louisville 
Cardinals.  Brian has recorded 12 Innings Pitched and has 6 K's.  The Colonels are currently 14-21 and 
Brian is expected to be a valuable contributor down the stretch and will also be an even bigger piece 
of their staff in the 2016 season as he is one of the youngest pitchers on the staff receiving 
innings.  While playing for the Elks "Stevie" was 1st Team All Area and Honorable Mention All State as 
a Senior.  He also helped guide the Elks to a record of 24-2.  UPDATED 4/20/2015 
2013 Sean Murphy Wright State University 
2012 Ryan Colegate Ohio Dominican 
2012 Cole Fitzgerald Ohio Dominican 
2012 Diamyn Hall Grambling State University 
2012 Alec Hutzelman Wilmington College 
2011 Luke Matthews Wilmington College 
2011 Matt Sullivan Youngstown State University 

ALUMNI UPDATE 
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