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Elks start their Spring break with a victory at 
Troy, 10-4. Sr Alex Firsdon earned his first win 
and Sr Joey Hecht earned his first save. So Jared 
Lieberman had a 2B and Sr Grant Lugo had 
2RBIs.  The JV team was victorious against Troy 
at home winning 3-2. Freshman also defeated 
Troy 6-3.

The Elks then took their talents south to 
Knoxville, TN to take on Sevier County and #8 
ranked Walker Valley. The Elks split the day 
beating Sevier County 11-4 and losing to Walker 
Valley 5-3.  Good pitching performances turned 
out by So Jared Lieberman and So Shea 
Hendrixson.

Elks open GWOC play Monday against Wayne.

Follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Centerville-High-School-
Baseball-336044996789659/
Please visit the Baseball Website 
(www.elkbaseball.com) 

Date Time Team Results

3/16/17 4:30pm Northmont Scrimmage

3/20/17 5:00pm Tippecanoe Scrimmage

3/22/17 5:00pm at Moeller Scrimmage

3/25/17 1:00pm Elder W 3-2

3/28/17 5:00pm St. Xavier PPD

3/30/17 5:00pm at Troy W 10-4

4/1/17 1:15pm at Sevier County W 11-4

4/1/17 3:30pm at Walker Valley L 5-3

4/3/17 5:00pm at Wayne

4/4/17 5:00pm Wayne

4/6/17 5:00pm Milford

4/7/17 5:00pm at Springboro

4/8/17 11:00am Fairfield

4/10/17 5:00pm at Fairmont

4/11/17 5:00pm Fairmont

4/13/17 5:00pm at Carlisle

4/14/17 5:00pm Lebanon

4/15/17 11:00am at Mason

4/20/17 7:00pm Butler

4/21/17 5:00pm at Northmont

4/24/17 5:00pm Springfield

4/25/17 5:00pm at Springfield

4/27/17 5:00pm Moeller

4/28/17 5:00pm Miamisburg

4/29/17 11:00am at Alter

4/29/17 1:00pm at Alter

5/1/17 5:00pm Beavercreek

5/2/17 5:00pm at Beavercreek

5/4/17 5:00pm CJ

5/5/17 7:00pm at Badin

https://www.facebook.com/Centerville-High-School-Baseball-336044996789659/
http://www.elkbaseball.com/


DUGOUT CLUB

THE DUGOUT CLUB IS AN 
ORGANIZATION THAT HELPS SERVE AS A 
SUPPORT GROUP FOR THE CENTERVILLE 

BASEBALL PROGRAM AND 
PLAYERS. THE CLUB WAS CREATED IN 

LATE 2014 AND SERVES WITH THE 
PURPOSE OF HELPING THE ELKS OBTAIN 
FUNDING FOR SPECIAL TRIPS, FIELD & 

FACILITY UPGRADE, AND REACHING OUT 
TO THE COMMUNITY TO PROMOTE 

CENTERVILLE ELKS BASEBALL. PLEASE 
CONTACT PRESIDENT LEN STAHL 

(LSTAHL@MIAMIVALLEYSTEEL.CO)   
WITH QUESTIONS OR A DESIRE TO 

BECOME AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE 
CLUB.

THE COACHING STAFF WOULD LIKE TO 
SEND OUT A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL 
THOSE THAT HELPED WITH THE MULCH 

SALE. WE ONCE AGAIN HAD A NEW 
RECORD SETTING MULCH SALE. THE 

TEAM WAS ABLE TO SELL 16,500 BAGS! 

This week’s player of the week is 
Joey Hecht. Joey is POW for Skill 
(physical, emotional and mental).  
Congratulations Joey!

mailto:LSTAHL@MIAMIVALLEYSTEEL.CO


MEET THE COACHING STAFF:
FRESHMAN ASST COACH

SAM GLENN

What do you enjoy most about coaching?
From my dad playing for Coach Engleka (1972-74) to my brothers and myself playing at Centerville, it means a lot to come 
back to the program and get involved. I can't imagine coaching anywhere else. High school baseball was the first time that I 
felt like the games really mattered, and I love to develop the young guys while also competing with the same rival schools I’ve 
faced my whole life.

What position do you serve within the program?
I'm the assistant freshman coach, manning the First Base coaching box and trying to learn as much as possible from Coach 
Sagerman, Coach Kuhn, and the varsity coaches when the entire program is together. I played infield my entire life, so I try to 
impart some of that wisdom to our freshman infielders.

Please discuss some of your mentors.
My dad played college baseball (Wright State and Wilmington College), so he served as my first and most influential baseball 
mentor. From discussing strategy to quizzing me on the career batting averages of Hall of Famers, he taught me everything I 
know about the game. My freshman coach at Centerville, Dick Molen, played a huge role in my becoming a pitcher. Before 
high school, I was a guy who would come in from shortstop to throw strikes in mop-up duty. During tryouts freshman year, 
Coach Molen taught me the circle-change and had me pounding the zone at the hitter’s knees. I ended up leading the 
freshman team in innings and ended my baseball career as a PO.

What is it about Centerville that makes it different?
Centerville is a different program. Expectations are consistently high from the top on down. If I’m at a local restaurant in a 
Centerville baseball shirt, a community member will ask how the team is doing or offer advice on how we can improve. 
There’s pressure, but it’s good pressure. Every team that we face gets special satisfaction out of beating us. Rather than 
folding under that pressure, I think it provides extra motivation to be our best on every play and in every practice repetition.

Explain the meaning behind Elk FAST.
Elk FAST spells out what it takes to be a successful person, team, and program. It serves as a great reminder that sports are
more than just the game itself. Elk FAST reminds us what we’re playing for, who we are representing, and how we want to 
compete on a daily basis.

Favorite memory as a coach.
With the 2016 season being my first as a coach, my favorite memory would have to be the Fairfield game last year. After a 
long bus ride where we stopped at two incorrect fields, we finally arrived. It was freezing cold, wet and windy. We had just 
suffered our first loss — and a terrible one at that - to St. X. I felt like the guys were discouraged. Coach Gentry and I stayed 
positive, made our guys laugh to stay loose before the game, and we came out with a big 6-1 victory. Our players were picking 
each other up, being loud from the dugout, and it really marked the first time that I felt like we were an official team.

How do you feel players would describe you as a coach?
I think players would describe me as laid back, but as they'll see (if they haven't already), I'm extremely competitive once 
we're on the field. Being a really young coach right now, the players feel comfortable talking to me about whatever is on their 
minds. It’s important to work hard and remember that this game is supposed to be fun. If the players aren’t having fun 
anymore, we’re doing it wrong.



MEET THE COACHING STAFF:
ASSISTANT JV COACH

LUKE MATTHEWS

What do you enjoy most about coaching?

I enjoy being able to give back to a program that has helped teach me how to not only be a better baseball 

player, but also a better human being. I love being able to see a guy take what you give him and make the most of 

his opportunity whether it be in baseball or in life.

What position do you serve within the program?

I’m an assistant coach/pitching coach for the Junior Varsity team.

Please discuss some of your mentors.

I have had several people in my life who I have looked up to and have learned a whole lot from. My parents, 

along with several teachers and coaches growing up have impacted me greatly and have made me the person I am 

today. I strongly believe that the people you choose to surround yourself with will greatly impact the kind of person 

you become. Whether you like them or not, you will learn a lot from them.

What is it about Centerville that makes it different?

I am very proud to say that I am a Centerville Elk. I grew up in Centerville and was fortunate enough to play for 

this program. The people that I have met and formed relationships with here have made me a better person. 

Centerville has great pride and tradition because of its people and its winning culture. Winning may not be 

everything, but Centerville has always managed to bring in great people who know how to build great character, and 

when you have all of these things, you are going to win whether it be on the field or in the classroom.

Explain the meaning behind ELK FAST.

ELK FAST to me, is what our program is all about. In order to have a successful program, you need to have a 

sense of family or togetherness. In order to achieve that, you must have the right attitude when going about your 

business. Your skills are your tools to help you compete on and off the field. It is important that you never stop 

working to improve these skills. The last thing is team, and that means to be unselfish and be willing to sacrifice for 

the good of the team.

Favorite memory as a coach.

I look forward to seeing what baseball is like from a coach’s perspective, as it is my first year of coaching. I 

hope to have several favorite memories by the conclusion of the season.

How do you feel players describe you as a coach?

My hope is that guys will see me as someone who is very passionate about baseball and who is someone willing 

to help them become better players and better people outside of baseball. I want to be able to be there for guys who 

need extra help with certain aspects of the game and for the guys who maybe just want advice on the transition from 

high school to college. I am really looking forward to having a lot of fun building strong relationships with the 

players and I hope that they can get as much out of this program as I did. 
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SENIOR 

SPOTLIGHT

JAKE WHISMAN

1. What I enjoy the most about being a CHS baseball player is the opportunity to 

be apart of something bigger than myself. I enjoy the friendships and camaraderie 

that comes with being a part of the program.

2. My parents are responsible for where I am now. They have always believed in 

me and have supported me through everything in my life. I wouldn't be where I am 

today without them.

3. I plan to pursue a degree in marketing and play college baseball.

4. ELK FAST has basically become a way of life to me in the program. To me it 

means to be the best teammate possible and play as hard as possible.

5. My favorite CHS baseball memory was the 14 inning game last year against #3 

ranked Springboro. By far the most fun game I have been a part of.

To the future players, enjoy the time you have left at CHS and in the baseball 

program because time flies. I remember my freshman year and I never thought It 

would go this fast. Just enjoy the rest of your time and have fun.

I would like to thank my dad for the countless hours of working with me and being 

there for me. I would also like to thank my mom for being my biggest supporter 

and always being at the games rain or shine. Lastly, I'd like to thank the coaching 
staff for being great mentors.



SENIOR 

SPOTLIGHT

JOEY HOLIGA

1)What do you enjoy most about being a CHS Baseball player?

I enjoy constantly being with my best friends and doing what I love to do, which is playing 
baseball. There is not much better than being a part of such a tight-knit team and community.

2)Who is responsible for you being where you are?

Definitely my dad. From watching every single Reds game to begging him to play catch every single day, 
he is the one responsible for introducing the greatest game on earth to me at an early age.

3)Plans after graduation?

I plan on attending Walsh University in North Canton, Ohio to continue my academic and baseball career.

4)What does Elk FAST mean to you?

Elk FAST to me is a mindset that applies to everything we do as a baseball program. Our core values of 
family, attitude, skill, and team are aspects that we all buy into and are non-negotiable to what we 
do. These attributes bring us closer as a team and give us a cultural constant to rely on at all times.

5)Favorite CHS Baseball memory?

My favorite memory of Centerville Baseball would probably be the Tennessee trip junior year. Between 
Harvey the bus driver, spending time with my best friends in an amazing city, being able to give back at 
the Ronald McDonald house, and playing some of the best competition anywhere in the country, that trip 
is definitely one for the books.

Comments to future players: Buy in to the culture, because you will be glad that you did. Centerville 
Baseball is a very special program to be a part of. Also, don't take a second for granted, because before 
you know it you will be a senior headed into your final season.



Quincy Hamilton 2016 Wright State University
Team Website:  http://www.wsuraiders.com/SportSelect.dbml?SPID=92412
Player Profile:  
http://www.wsuraiders.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=630815&SPID=92412&DB_LANG=C&DB_OEM_I
D=27000&ATCLID=211417891&Q_SEASON=2016

Seth Pritchett 2016 Ohio Wesleyan
Team Website:  http://www.battlingbishops.com/index.aspx?path=baseball&&tab=0
Player Profile:  http://www.battlingbishops.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3816&path=baseball

Reese Robinson 2016 University of Cincinnati
Team Website:  http://www.gobearcats.com/sports/m-basebl/cinn-m-basebl-body.html
Player Profile:  http://www.gobearcats.com/sports/m-basebl/mtt/reese_robinson_1021766.html

Brian Schutter 2016 Washington University (St. Louis)
Team Website:  http://bearsports.wustl.edu/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile: http://washubears.com/sports/bsb/2016-17/bios/schutter_brian_25hd

Will Bohlman 2015 University of Charleston
Team Website:  http://ucgoldeneagles.com/index.aspx?path=baseball
Player Profile:   http://ucgoldeneagles.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3510

Chase Whitaker 2015 Thomas More College
Team Website:  http://www.tmcsaints.com/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile:   http://www.tmcsaints.com/sports/bsb/2016-17/bios/whitaker_chase_ogjv

#EPND

ALUMNI UPDATE
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ALUMNI UPDATE
Ryan Fox 2014 Virginia Commonwealth University
Team Website:  http://vcuathletics.com/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile:   http://vcuathletics.com/sports/bsb/2016-17/bios/fox_ryan_wub2

John Kopicky 2014 Houghton College
Team Website:  http://athletics.houghton.edu/index.aspx?path=mbase&
Player Profile:  http://athletics.houghton.edu/roster.aspx?rp_id=2264&path=mbase

Derek Hendrixson 2013 Wright State University
Team Website:  http://www.wsuraiders.com/SportSelect.dbml?SPID=92412
Player Profile: 
http://www.wsuraiders.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=630815&SPID=92412&DB_LANG=C&DB_O
EM_ID=27000&ATCLID=210396691&Q_SEASON=2016

Brian Mroz 2013 Eastern Kentucky University
Team Website:  http://www.ekusports.com/index.aspx?path=baseball&
Player Profile:   http://www.ekusports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=6314&path=baseball

Sean Murphy 2013 Oakland A’s
Team Website:  http://oakland.athletics.mlb.com/index.jsp?c_id=oak
Player Profile: 
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=669221#/career/R/hitting/2017/ALL

Ryan Colegate 2012 Cleveland Indians
Team Website:  http://cleveland.indians.mlb.com/index.jsp?c_id=cle
Player Profile: http://m.milb.com/player/665143/

Diamyn Hall 2012 Georgia Southwestern
Team Website:  http://gswcanes.com/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile: http://gswcanes.com/sports/bsb/2016-17/bios/hall_diamyn_dm1u

Alex Hutzelman 2012 Wilmington
Team Website:  http://www.wilmingtonquakers.com/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile: http://www.wilmingtonquakers.com/sports/bsb/2014-
15/bios/hutzelman_alec_l3kc?view=bio
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