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The 2017 season officially kicked off as the Centerville 
Elks look to build off a solid 2016 season. The Elks will 
be led by 8 seniors (Alex Firsdon, Owen Fittz, Grant 
Lugo, Joey Hecht, Joey Holiga, Daulton Miller, Troy 
Wenning and Jake Whisman) and return 5 starters. The 
season will begin March 25

th
at 1PM vs Elder and will 

feature an updated Booster Park. (check next week’s 
newsletter) As the Elks look forward to the season 
they made sure to honor their traditions. This past 
Friday 4 new members were inducted into the CHS 
Baseball Hall of Fame.(Steve Dent 1986, Richard Graf 
2002, Mark Hunterbrinker 1985, and Greg Rockhold 
2004). Coach Engleka and Coach Dickten spoke to the 
players prior to the event and the Elks look forward to 
continue building on an already great tradition.

Follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Centerville-High-School-
Baseball-336044996789659/
Please visit the Baseball Website 
(www.elkbaseball.com) 

Date Time Team Results

3/16/17 4:30pm Northmont

3/20/17 5:00pm Tippecanoe

3/22/17 5:00pm at Moeller

3/25/17 11:00am Elder

3/28/17 5:00pm St. Xavier

3/30/17 5:00pm at Troy

4/1/17 1:15pm at Sevier County

4/1/17 3:30pm at Sevier County

4/3/17 5:00pm at Wayne

4/4/17 5:00pm Wayne

4/6/17 5:00pm Milford

4/7/17 5:00pm at Springboro

4/8/17 11:00am Fairfield

4/10/17 5:00pm at Fairmont

4/11/17 5:00pm Fairmont

4/13/17 5:00pm at Carlisle

4/14/17 5:00pm Lebanon

4/15/17 11:00am at Mason

4/20/17 7:00pm Butler

4/21/17 5:00pm at Northmont

4/24/17 5:00pm Springfield

4/25/17 5:00pm at Springfield

4/27/17 5:00pm Moeller

4/28/17 5:00pm Miamisburg

4/29/17 11:00am at Alter

4/29/17 1:00pm at Alter

5/1/17 5:00pm Beavercreek

5/2/17 5:00pm at Beavercreek

5/4/17 5:00pm CJ

5/5/17 7:00pm at Badin

https://www.facebook.com/Centerville-High-School-Baseball-336044996789659/
http://www.elkbaseball.com/


DUGOUT CLUB

THE DUGOUT CLUB IS AN 
ORGANIZATION THAT HELPS SERVE AS A 
SUPPORT GROUP FOR THE CENTERVILLE 

BASEBALL PROGRAM AND 
PLAYERS. THE CLUB WAS CREATED IN 

LATE 2014 AND SERVES WITH THE 
PURPOSE OF HELPING THE ELKS OBTAIN 
FUNDING FOR SPECIAL TRIPS, FIELD & 

FACILITY UPGRADE, AND REACHING OUT 
TO THE COMMUNITY TO PROMOTE 

CENTERVILLE ELKS BASEBALL. PLEASE 
CONTACT PRESIDENT LEN STAHL 

(LSTAHL@MIAMIVALLEYSTEEL.CO)   
WITH QUESTIONS OR A DESIRE TO 

BECOME AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE 
CLUB.

THE COACHING STAFF WOULD LIKE TO 
SEND OUT A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL 
THOSE THAT HELPED WITH THE MULCH 

SALE. WE ONCE AGAIN HAD A NEW 
RECORD SETTING MULCH SALE. THE 

TEAM WAS ABLE TO SELL 16,500 BAGS! 

Senior 
Owen Fittz 
Most 
invested

Senior Joey 
Holiga Best 
Represents 
Family

Senior Jake 
Whisman 
Best 
Represents 
Attitude

mailto:LSTAHL@MIAMIVALLEYSTEEL.CO


MEET THE COACHING STAFF:
VARSITY HEAD COACH

JASON WHITED

What do you enjoy most about coaching?
The easy answer is competing vs great competition and watching our players perform at a high level. However, I enjoy the 
aspect of the preparation more than the actual game. Watching players buy into our concepts and Elk FAST philosophy and 
most importantly showing the younger players on how to be accountable. Players like Sean "Murph" Murphy, Ryan "Foxy" 
Fox, Brian "Schutt" Schutter and Derek "D" Hendrixson are just a few that pop to mind that did a great job at this. These are 
great memories that will stay with me much more than on field performance.

What position do you serve within the program?
Varsity Head Coach

Please discuss some of your mentors.
Three names jump out right away: My Dad Jeff Whited, Grandfather Ed Whited, and Former Head Coach Terry Dickten. My 
Dad for teaching me the love of the game, Grandfather teaching me how incredibly high standards are the best way to 
prepare for the game, and Coach Dickten for allowing me to have an active role in day to day operations as an assistant. I 
owe everything to these three men and am not able to thank them enough for helping me get to the position I am today.

What is it about Centerville that makes it different?
Expectations. Our players understand the concept that it is more than just wins and losses. They understand that this game 
is a way of learning life lessons. It is a way to demonstrate what type of man they are and more importantly becoming. It is 
obvious in the way they work, prepare, and hold themselves accountable on and off the field.

Explain the meaning behind Elk FAST.
Family, Attitude, Skill, and Team. The Family aspect is everybody involved in our program: Players, administration, teaching 
staff, parents, grandparents, siblings, alumni, community members, etc. Attitude is how we choose to act in regards to our 
effort. Skill is more than just physical but also mental and emotional. Finding a way to overcome adversity and pushing 
through failure. Team is becoming a part of something bigger than yourself. Sacrificing individual wants/desires for the 
betterment of our team and more importantly program.

Favorite memory as a coach.
On field wise was watching Sean Murphy his senior year have the greatest high school year I have witnessed a player have 
and Ryan Fox dealing vs. a very good Springboro team in a Sectional final in Coach Dickten's last year and helping us winning 
2-1. Just knowing how hard those dudes worked was very rewarding for me to watch them reap the benefits. Off field 
numerous examples pop into my head but one sticks out from last year. Brian Schutter said some very moving words about 
our relationship at Senior Night and the Banquet and will hold onto the memory for a long time. Hearing from players that 
you truly have love for say such nice words about what this program has meant to them is something I hold very valuable.

How do you feel players would describe you as a coach?
Depends on the kid I would guess. I am very serious when it comes to practice and games. I love this game and take it very 
seriously. However, also feel the building of relationships between our coaching staff and players has continued to grow and 
we allow them to see who we are as people also. I think our players know we are not robots and realize we care for them a 
lot more as young men compared to just baseball players.



MEET THE COACHING STAFF:
ASSISTANT JV COACH

DAVE BALL

What do you enjoy most about coaching?
I enjoy the chance to stay in the game and teach young people.

What position do you serve within the program?
Assistant JV coach.

Please discuss some of your mentors.
My true mentor, especially as it relates to baseball, was my father. He coached me from 9 years 
old to 18 years old.

What is it about Centerville that makes it different?
I think the strength and conditioning program has been great, especially in arm strength and bat 
speed. I believe there are a lot of things being done that are at a higher level than most high 
school programs.

Explain the meaning behind Elk FAST.
Elk FAST sets the philosophy and priorities for the program-Family, Attitude, Skill, Team.

Favorite memory as a coach.
Last year coming from behind in 7

th
inning to beat Fairmont. Winning 13 of last 15 games.

How do you feel players would describe you as a coach?
I hope as someone who cares and who knows something about the game and playing it the right 
way.



1

SENIOR 

SPOTLIGHT

JOEY HECHT

1.The thing I enjoy the most about being a CHS baseball player is how we stick 

together as a team. Whether it be eight guys behind me on the field or dozens 

more off of it, my teammates always have my back.

2.There have been numerous people through the years who have given me the 

opportunity to play baseball. Obviously, my parents have played a part in that with 

their unwavering support. I've also had coaches past and present that have helped 

me both physically and mentally.

3.After high school, I plan to play college baseball and study engineering. At the 

time of writing this, I do not know where that will be.

4.Elk FAST is something that is a part of everyone involved with our program. It is 

a set of standards that we follow to function as a team and as individuals. While 

the people in the program change over time, Elk FAST will hopefully remain a 

constant.

5.My best on field memory came my sophomore year against Hamilton 

Badin. Badin has a gorgeous field and we played them on a Friday night in front of 

what seemed like the entire community. The packed house let us hear it too as we 

got booed coming off the bus. I got the start on the mound and had my best game 

up to that date. We played well all around and won 9-1. As for off field memories, 

you can't beat any of the numerous celebrations we've had as a team after a big 

victory.

Advice to future players: Enjoy every second because it does fly by, remember that 

school actually does matter in a big way, and don't get hair cuts.



SENIOR 

SPOTLIGHT

ALEX FIRSDON

1.The thing I enjoy most about being a Centerville baseball player is the culture. I love being able to have 
trust in all players for advice on any subject. The program strives to make you the best you and knowing 
that gives you a great deal of confidence. 

2. The person that has had the greatest impact on where I am today is my dad. He challenges me to be 
the best person possible and he does that by showing and not by telling. the hard work that he does 
everyday whether it be from work or simple house chores teaches me that the details matter. Some of 
my most vivid memories are with him on the ball field or in the cages. Knowing that he was spending his 
time to make me a better player and person motivated me to work even harder. I can never repay him for 
his patience with me whenever I second guessed his advice. At the end of the day he was always right. He 
will forever be my biggest motivator for whatever I do in my life and he is the reason for where I am 
today.

3. My plans for after graduation are to attend The Ohio State University to continue my Academic and 
Athletic careers.

4. To me Elk FAST is our backbone. You not only have to have your own but your teammates as well. 
Family, Attitude, Skill, Team are the principals that we use to do whatever it is that we do baseball or not. 
Without it we lose our backbone and have no support. Elk FAST is a lifestyle and you have to fully invest 
in it to get the full effect.

5. My favorite CHS Baseball memory was the Tennessee trip my junior year. For me that was the greatest 
bonding experience our team had. I loved facing adversity with my teammates and getting to know them 
was something to never forget. My advice to future players is if you want it take it. Don't wait for 
someone to wrap it up and gift it to you. Nothing is out of reach and if you put your mind to it anything is 
accomplishable. The only way to do this however is on your own time. It should be the first and last thing 
you think about everyday. It should consume you to the state that you are obsessed. If you aren't losing 
sleep because of it then your doing it wrong.... I would like to thank my parents for everything they have 
done. I will forever be in debt to them. Thank you to my coaches, teammates, and friends and thank you 
to Centerville for shaping me into the person I am today. Go Elks! 



Quincy Hamilton 2016 Wright State University
Team Website:  http://www.wsuraiders.com/SportSelect.dbml?SPID=92412
Player Profile:  
http://www.wsuraiders.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=630815&SPID=92412&DB_LANG=C&DB_OEM_I
D=27000&ATCLID=211417891&Q_SEASON=2016

Seth Pritchett 2016 Ohio Wesleyan
Team Website:  http://www.battlingbishops.com/index.aspx?path=baseball&&tab=0
Player Profile:  http://www.battlingbishops.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3816&path=baseball

Reese Robinson 2016 University of Cincinnati
Team Website:  http://www.gobearcats.com/sports/m-basebl/cinn-m-basebl-body.html
Player Profile:  http://www.gobearcats.com/sports/m-basebl/mtt/reese_robinson_1021766.html

Brian Schutter 2016 Washington University (St. Louis)
Team Website:  http://bearsports.wustl.edu/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile: http://washubears.com/sports/bsb/2016-17/bios/schutter_brian_25hd

Will Bohlman 2015 University of Charleston
Team Website:  http://ucgoldeneagles.com/index.aspx?path=baseball
Player Profile:   http://ucgoldeneagles.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=3510

Chase Whitaker 2015 Thomas More College
Team Website:  http://www.tmcsaints.com/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile:   http://www.tmcsaints.com/sports/bsb/2016-17/bios/whitaker_chase_ogjv

#EPND

ALUMNI UPDATE
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ALUMNI UPDATE
Ryan Fox 2014 Virginia Commonwealth University
Team Website:  http://vcuathletics.com/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile:   http://vcuathletics.com/sports/bsb/2016-17/bios/fox_ryan_wub2

John Kopicky 2014 Houghton College
Team Website:  http://athletics.houghton.edu/index.aspx?path=mbase&
Player Profile:  http://athletics.houghton.edu/roster.aspx?rp_id=2264&path=mbase

Derek Hendrixson 2013 Wright State University
Team Website:  http://www.wsuraiders.com/SportSelect.dbml?SPID=92412
Player Profile: 
http://www.wsuraiders.com/ViewArticle.dbml?SPSID=630815&SPID=92412&DB_LANG=C&DB_O
EM_ID=27000&ATCLID=210396691&Q_SEASON=2016

Brian Mroz 2013 Eastern Kentucky University
Team Website:  http://www.ekusports.com/index.aspx?path=baseball&
Player Profile:   http://www.ekusports.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=6314&path=baseball

Sean Murphy 2013 Oakland A’s
Team Website:  http://oakland.athletics.mlb.com/index.jsp?c_id=oak
Player Profile: 
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=669221#/career/R/hitting/2017/ALL

Ryan Colegate 2012 Cleveland Indians
Team Website:  http://cleveland.indians.mlb.com/index.jsp?c_id=cle
Player Profile: http://m.milb.com/player/665143/

Diamyn Hall 2012 Georgia Southwestern
Team Website:  http://gswcanes.com/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile: http://gswcanes.com/sports/bsb/2016-17/bios/hall_diamyn_dm1u

Alex Hutzelman 2012 Wilmington
Team Website:  http://www.wilmingtonquakers.com/sports/bsb/index
Player Profile: http://www.wilmingtonquakers.com/sports/bsb/2014-
15/bios/hutzelman_alec_l3kc?view=bio
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