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ELKS WIN SECTIONAL AGAINST 

NORTHMONT 11-1
The Elks were able to get revenge while winning the Sectional Championship by beating 

Northmont 11-1 Thursday May 18th. The Elks fell to the Bolts earlier in the season 2-1 in 8 

innings and knew the possibility of matching up again were high. The Bolts struck 1st with a HR 

in the Top of the 4th by Phil Luddington. Sr Joey Hecht was able to neutralize the Bolts the rest 

of the way by striking out 9 and allowing only two more hits both of which were sac bunts that 

turned into hits in the 5th. The hits however led to a visit on the mound with the infield and 

Hecht. "Big time moment in the game." said Head Coach Jason Whited. "JoJo was able to bear 

down and K the next kid. Then the game changer happened. Felt that deflated them and got us 

going offensively." The play Whited referred to is a 5-2-3 inning killer. A hard hit ball down the 

line that Junior Kenny Stahl was able to back hand and relay to Junior Riley Poulton for the force 

at the plate. Poulton then finished the web gem to Sr Joey Holiga at 1st to kill the rally. The Elks 

got rolling in the bottom half of the 5th when Poulton went back to work and hit his 2nd HR of the 

year to tie the game at 1-1. "That ball was smashed. Hardest hit ball of the year. Well up until 

Whis pieced his." said Whited. That was the ball Sr Jake Whisman hit in the bottom of the 

6th. With the Elks leading 2-1, following So Morgan Colopy's 2 strike RBI single which scored Sr 

Alex Firsdon, Jake Whisman sent a towering shot over the RF fence to clear the bases and 

produce a Grand Slam. The hit parade continued as the Elks scored 10 runs in the frame to lead 

to the run-rule. The closing scored with Sr Troy Wenning having the walk off RBI single. The win 

set up a match up with the Milford-Moeller winner in the District Title Game.
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The Elks travelled to Western Hills to face the Milford Eagles for a District Title Saturday May 

20th. Who knew two and half hours would lead to a celebration of a lifetime and only the 5th 

District Title in Centerville's history?

The Eagles were able to strike in the 1st inning to push a run across the board after Sr Alex 

Firsdon allowed a hit and back to back walks. Fortunately for the Elks Firsdon (Doc) was able to 

get out of the jam with only the one run. "That was big" said Head Coach Jason Whited. "Doc 

has been a dealer all year and that is a huge moment that some may forget about being a 9 inning 

game. I feel though getting out of the jam allowed us to settle in defensively and play pretty well 

for the rest of the day." Unfortunately, for the Elks the offense was stuck in mud. The Elks only 

managed 4 hits all day (So Morgan Colopy having 2 of them and Jr Kenny Stahl and So Jared 

Lieberman the others). However, the Elks did the most they could with limited opportunities. So 

Max Wynn had an RBI on a sac fly in the top of the fifth scoring Colopy. "Pretty cool moment to 

watch. Three sophomores in a big spot with MC (Colopy) on 3rd, Liebs (So Jared Lieberman) on 

2nd, and Maxy (Wynn) at the plate. Then throw in Shea (Hendrixson) at SS defensively, along 

with Hoff (Nick Hoffmann) to close and it is obvious to see we have a great set of sophomores" 

said Whited. Luckily for the Elks their defense and pitching kept the game going tied at 1-1 until 

the 9th. Jr Riley Poulton drew a walk to start the inning and Colopy singled hard to 

center. Lieberman was then able to execute a 2 strike sac bunt which led to the Eagles trying to 

get the out at 3rd and being late. Sr Jake Whisman then grounded into a fielder's choice which 

scored Poulton. The Eagles escaped the jam down 2-1 leading to an eventful finish. So Nick 

Hoffmann had entered the previous inning and was sent back out for the 9th. Hoff started off 0-2 

on the 6 hitter and hit him in the next pitch. On an 0-1 count the Elks were called for a balk which 

Whited argued to no avail. Hoff escaped the jam though by striking out the side and stranding the 

runner on 2nd. It was only Hoff's 2nd appearance of the year after having reconstructive surgery 

on his thumb the 1st week of season. "Absolutely incredible. Between what Doc and Hoff did on 

the mound today, I have never seen a grittier performance. Dealer buttons in every sense of the 

word" said Whited. After the strikeout the festivities began. "Dogpiles are the goal. Our program 

believes you only get to do it three times a year: District, Regional, and State Title games. Luckily 

we were able to check one if those boxes today. Couldn't be happier for our group. Especially the 
Seniors: Doc, Wenny, Fittzy, Holly, G, Whis, Milly, and JoJo" said Whited.
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ELKS WIN DISTRICTS
District Championship
How it feels to Dogpile.

“It was a culmination of efforts we've been making for four years to get there. The 

past three games have been so serious and suspenseful that it felt refreshing to be 

able to run out there like a kid and embrace everyone.” -Joey "JoJo" Hecht

"It was like I was watching a movie, their is no set of words I can use to describe it. 

Being in that dogpile was not only fun because you get to jump on people, but also 

because it showed how close we were as a team and family"

-Alex "Doc" Firsdon

“After the swing and miss, I saw my catcher Riley come out and at that point we all 

knew what we needed to do. A District title is worthy of a dogpile--to make it this far 

an entire team has to come together as one and a dogpile is the ultimate team 

celebration. It felt great, it literally took my breath away. ” -Nick "Hoff" Hoffmann


