
TMYBA Example Umpire Quiz 
 
Some references for completing the quiz and improving your baseball rules knowledge: 

Questions list the reference material as noted in parenthesis. 

-The TMYBA Umpire manual (manual) 

-TMYBA website: www.tmyba.org and go to league rules. (tmyba). Also look for our 

You Need to Know (YNK) document on the website as well. 

-Eteamz website: www.eteamz.active.com/baseball/rules. Look under the OBR rules. You 

may especially enjoy clicking on the section regarding rules myths. (eteamz) 

 

 

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 
- Beginners, Level 1 and 2 baseball umpires must answer questions 1 - 36 

- Level 3 and 4 baseball umpires must answer questions 1 - 41 

- Softball umpires must answer questions 1 - 27 & 42 - 45 

 

1. If a batter swings at the ball, it hits their hands and goes into fair territory, it is a dead ball and 

it is a strike. (eteamz myths) 

T___ F___  

 

2. The batter-runner must turn to the right after crossing first base if he does not intend to attempt 

going to second. (eteamz myths) 

T___ F___ 

 

3. One very important aspect of wearing your umpire equipment properly is to tightly 

tuck the chest protector up against your chin. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

4. While a batter is trying to get out of the way of a wild pitch, the ball contacts his bat. 

This is a batted ball, and a fair foul assessment must be made. (eteamz, rule library) 

T___ F___ 

 

5. A pitched ball hits the ground and then bounces up and hits the batter. The batter 

should be awarded first base. 

T___ F___ (eteamz myths) 

 

6. A fly ball is hit to the outfield. The fielder, who is standing just barely in foul territory, 

tries to catch the ball, but drops the ball. The umpire determined that the ball was falling 

in fair territory when the ball was first touched. The ball is fair. (YNK) 

T___ F___ 

 

7. A slow rolling ground ball rolls into foul territory and then rolls back on to the 

“chalked” baseline between home and third where the catcher touches the ball. The ball is 

fair. (YNK) 

T___ F___ 

 



8. The ball is hit to right field and there is a runner on first. The runner on first goes to 

second and rounds second base on the way to third. He runs into the shortstop, who is 

standing still not involved in the play, the runner trips and falls. The right fielder throws 

the ball to the second baseman who runs over and tags the runner who fell after running 

into the shortstop. The runner is out. (eteamz) 

T___ F___ 

 

9. A ball is hit to the second baseman. While the second baseman is trying to field the 

ball, the runner going from first to second runs into the second baseman. This causes the 

second baseman to drop the ball and miss an easy play on that runner. The runner is safe 

because the fielder got in their way. The runner is awarded second base. (eteamz) 

T___ F___ 

 

10. A ball is hit to the outfield and it is thrown back to the second baseman who is 

standing next to second base. The advancing runner decides not to slide into second base 

even though the ball is caught just as the runner is arriving. The runner is out or given a 

warning depending on the situation and league. (eteamz) 

T___ F___ 

 

11. The batter hits a pop-up to the first baseman. The first baseman is standing on the first 

base line in front of first base in order to make the catch. The runner runs into the first 

baseman and causes the first baseman to drop the ball. The runner is awarded first base. 

(eteamz) 

T___ F___ 

 

12. If a batter throws their bat unintentionally they are thrown out of the ballgame. 

(manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

13. The plate umpire should raise his right hand to signal a strike. No hand signal should 

be given for a pitch that is a ball. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

14. If there is a call made by one of the umpires and the other umpire disagrees with them 

they should immediately over-rule the other umpire in a loud and clear voice. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

15. A line drive is hit directly over the third base and lands in foul territory. Because it 

went over third base it is a fair ball. (YNK) 

T___ F___ 

 

16. The home plate umpire will normally make the calls at third and home. (manual) 

T___ F___ 



17. It is ok to pitch to a batter that just stepped into the batter’s box but is not ready to hit 

the ball. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

18. When making a force out on a runner. The defensive player can tag the base with any 

part of his body, as long as he controls the ball, in order to make the out. (eteamz, rules, 

FAQ)  

T___ F___ 

 

19. In order for a batter to be out, his entire foot must be out of the batter’s box when he 

contacts a pitched ball. (eteamz, rule library) 

T___ F___ 

 

20. If a player becomes difficult to handle it is a good idea to approach their coach and 

ask the coach if they could help calm down the situation. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

21. The pitcher goes into his wind-up and his hands have separated. The batter asks for 

time out. You should call “Time Out”. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

22. Clean Homestead High School gym shorts and a TMYBA umpire shirt are both 

acceptable parts of a proper umpire uniform. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

23. You Arrive at Rotary North baseball diamond at 5:50pm for a 6:00pm scheduled 

game. You are late. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

24. The field umpire should have a “count indicator” in his possession while working his 

position, as he should also be keeping track of balls, strikes, and outs. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

25. Asking the defensive player to show you the ball after a tight “tag out” is a good idea. 

However, it should not be done if there are other runners on base at the time. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

26. The entire pitched ball must pass over home plate in order for a pitch to be called a 

strike. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 

27. In a game where you are the only umpire and are working behind the plate, you must 

be ready to “move out” from behind the plate in order to get yourself into position to see 

the play. (manual) 

T___ F___ 

 



28. In the “A” league a player’s first two strikes can be “called” strikes by the umpire, but 

his third strike must be swinging. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

29. A batted ball which strikes the pitching machine is considered a foul ball in the boy’s “A” 

League and the girl’s Minor League. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

30. A defensive player, who is playing the pitcher’s position in “A” league must be 

within 5 feet of the pitching machine, but cannot be closer to home plate than the pitching 

machine. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

31. “A” and “AA” Leagues. With two outs a runner who will be the catcher in the next 

half inning should be replaced with a pinch runner. This pinch runner must be the person who 

made the last out in the inning. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

32. In the “AA” league a pitched ball gets by the catcher, bounces off the backstop and 

comes to rest in front of the catcher. While that occurs, it is legal for a runner in the 

“AA” league to steal second base. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

33. In the “AA” league bunting is allowed. Bunting a ball foul with a two-strike count is 

a strike out. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

34. In AA pitchers are allowed a maximum of 15 warm-up pitches when a pitching 

change is made during an inning. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

35. In “AAA” and the Majors, batters may advance to first on a dropped third strike, provided 

first base is not occupied or there are currently two outs. Batter must be thrown or tagged 

out. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

36. In “AA” and “AAA” if a runner leaves before the pitch crosses home plate the runner is out. 

However, the rules stipulate that each team will receive a warning prior to a runner being 

called out. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 



Baseball Specific - Advanced. 

 

37. The pitcher must come to a “Set” position before making a pick-off attempt. (eteamz, 

FED rules) 

T___ F___ 

 

38. A batter can attempt to advance to first base on a dropped third strike, with one out 

and the bases loaded. (eteamz, FED rules) 

T___ F___ 

 

39. A pitcher, who is pitching from the stretch, comes to the “Set” position, with a runner 

at first. The pitcher steps off the mound and fakes a throw to first. This is a balk. (eteamz, 

FED rules) 

T___ F___ 

 

40. With runners on 1st and 3rd base with 1 out and a pop fly is hit to the infield you 

should call “infield fly, batter is out if fair” loud enough for everyone to hear. 

T___ F___ (mlb.com) 

 

41. The batter may not switch batter’s boxes after the first pitch.  (eteamz myths) 

T___ F___ 

 

Softball specific. 

 

42. A ball that is hit into the pitching machine is a live playable ball as long as it remains 

in fair territory and safely clear of the pitching machine. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

43. Regarding walks in the girl’s major league: Only the first batter who is walked in 

each half inning gets a free walk to first. Subsequent batters fall under the “ball in hand” 

rule. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

44. In girl’s softball, players may steal first on a dropped third strike. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

45. In the Girl’s majors and minors, runners must stay in contact with the base until the 

pitched ball passes home plate. (tmyba) 

T___ F___ 

 

END. 

 

 

 


