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Orland scouts become Eagle Scouts 
 
by Heather Warthen 
 
June 09, 2009 
 
Six Orland Park Boy Scouts were honored Sunday, May 31, as they earned scouting’s highest 
honor — the Eagle Scout Award — at Peace Memorial Church in Palos Park. Orland Park Scout 
Troop 318 of the Calumet Council hosted an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Colin Burnett, John 
Coners, Kevin Germino, Rick Grenda, Josh Hargraves and William Hornof III. 
 
“Eagle Scout is the highest honor a boy can earn and it shows not only their learned skills, but 
their leadership and community service,” said Mike Creagh, Calumet Council scout executive 
director. “It’s a big accomplishment – only about 1 percent of all scouts earn Eagle Scout.” 
 
Orland Park Boy Scout Troop 318 committee chairman Jim Harmening said the one thing that is 
interesting about the newest additions to Eagle Scouts is their interests. 
 
“The interests of these scouts outside of scouting cover such a huge range – from music to 
swimming to acting,” he said. 
 
According to scout master Jerry Stechmiller, to obtain the Eagle Scout honor, the scouts had to 
earn 21 merit badges to qualify – 12 required, such as camping and lifesaving, plus an additional 
nine electives that included anything from astronomy and chemistry to railroading and 
fingerprinting.  
 
The scouts also had to complete an Eagle Scout project, which included organizing toy and food 
drives for various organizations. The group also has vast experience in leadership, serving as 
patrol leaders and troop guides, among other positions. 
 
Grenda, 16, earned a total of 62 merit badges — the most of his peers. Attending Ransburg 
Summer Camp in Monroe, Ind. is a memory that sticks out for Grenda. 
 
“Archery was the most memorable because I liked the competition against other and testing out 
skills,” he said. 
 
Burnett, 17, was also a fan of Ransburg. 
 
“I really liked horsemanship and earning the camp’s wrangler award,” he said. “It was high-
intensity riding, with playing tag on horseback and running and galloping with horses.” 
 
National Youth Leadership Training, held at Camp Betz in Michigan, was one of 16-year-old 
Coners’ favorite memories. 
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“It was a fun time to hang with friends,” he said. “I was on staff for two weeks.” 
 
Hargraves, 17, also said his time at the leadership training will be something he misses. 
 
“It really just gives you a broader experience and you meet people and see areas you might not 
visit,” he said. “I’ll miss the people I met there. 
 
“Everything else you bring with you — all you learned, the badges, the memories with friends.” 
 
Hornof said that his years of scouting taught him he can do anything, especially when he 
completed his paperwork for his Eagle Scout work the day before he turned 18 last August. 
 
“For me, personally, I learned you can prevail through anything,” he said. “You can do anything 
you set your mind to and if you have the willingness to do it, you can.” 
 
Helping people is what 18-year-old Germino, who plans to attend Marquette University, learned 
from his years as a scout. 
 
“I learned it’s important to help people and there’s a lot of need in the world,” the future 
computer engineering major said. “I think scouting will help me with my major because it 
taught me commitment and follow-through is important.” 
 
To reach Heather at heather@opprairie.com. 
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