Eagles' McMahon, Krull finish first in Nike No~thside/Southside Challenge
Maybe it was the rush of adrenaline from the hundreds of spectators
gathered near the finish line of the
Bank of America Chicago Marathon.
Maybe it was the thrill of pounding "the pavement through downtown
Chicago.
Or maybe it was the shoes.
Whatever it was, Sandburg cross
country runners Pat McMahon and
Carly Krull crossed the finish line
first Sunday, Oct. 7, in the fourth
annual Nike Northside/Southside
Challenge.
The annual race features some of
the Chicago area's top cross country
runners on a course that covers the
last 2.62 miles of the Bank of America Chicago Marathon course.
McMahon finished with a time of
13 minutes 7 seconds, while Krull's
first-place time for the girls was
15:18.
McMahon, a senior, said race day
was a good day for him.
. "I've been training well and I was
ready to go," he said.
Ii was the third year McMahon
had raced in the challenge.
"It's nice to know [the course], but
it's not too much of an advantage
when it's a straight shot," he said.
Going into the race, McMahon
said he just. thought of it as "one
more race." Winning it, he said, is
always a possibility.
"I always think it's possible," he
said. "I was able to have a little more
fun. It's a nice by-product of hard.
work to have a great race."
Sandburg boys cross country
coach John O'Malley was pleased
with McMahon's performance.
"It was a great win for him," he

Sandburg's Pat McMahon (right) congratulates fellow cross country runner
Carly Krull after she crossed the finish line first for the girls Sunday, Oct.
7, at the Nike NorthsidelSouthside Challenge. McMahon finished first in the
boys race. J. GEIL PHOTDGRAPHYINIKE

said. "It was awesome to see three
others come in seven seconds after
him."
Sandburg's Chris Hogan took second with a time of 13:09, followed
by a fifth-place finish for Pat Letz
(13:13) and seventh-place finish for
Nicholas Prajka (13:14). Other runners for Sandburg included Aaron
Graves (13:58), Bill Siezckowski
(14:08) and Ethan Dee (14:10).
Sandburg
girls cross country
coach Christine Soldan said she expected Krull to win.
"I knew she was coming around
quickly," Soldan said.
So quickly, Soldan said, the race's
pace car had to pick up its pace to
keep up with Krull.
"She's new to cross country, so
she said she wished she had a pace
car for every race," Soldan said.
The first-year cross country runner

was happy with her win.
"It was definitely really exciting to
just run on the course itself," Krull
said. "The big crowd gave me such
an adrenaline rush coming into the
finish."
Krull said she didn't do anything
out of the ordinary to prepare for the
race either.
"I looked at it as a fun thing,"
she said. "It was more of a mental
break."
For the girls, Grace Foley finished
second with a time of 16:15. Other
Sandburg finishers included Jackie
Schirmacher (17:22), Renee Letz
(17:22) and Annie Lebert (17:42).
While the first-place win was
good, McMahon said the whole
event was an experience in itself.
"It's such an incredible" experience," he said. "One of the perks is
we got to sit right at the finish line

Sandburg cross country runners ~
Pat McMahon (left) and Carly Krull
show off their plaques after taking
first place in their respective races.
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and watch [Tsegaye Kebede] break
the record for the marathon. We
shook hands with [Chicago] Mayor
Rahm Emanuel."
"We did lots of interviews, which
was a little bit overwhelming,"
Krull added. "We also got these cool
plaques with shoes on them."
As for one day running in the
marathon, McMahon and Krull are a
little bit split on the decision.
"I haven't ruled it out, but L.like
shorter distances," McMahon said.
Krull - who said she has ran 13.1
miles, or half of the 26.2-mile marathon distance, through her Orland
Park neighborhood - is interested.
"I would love to train for it," she
said without hesitation. "I would
love to run a full marathon."

