
 
Bring this ad in to 
receive $50 OFF* 
your registration. 

*Discount applies per student; 
new family registrations only. 

Join us to gather information about our academic, spiritual 
and extra-curricular programs as you tour St. Michael School 

and experience our faith-based community at the 

ALL-SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE  
Sunday, January 27, 2013 — 10:00 am to Noon 

2013-14 Registration will begin at 10:00am 

For more information on St. Michael School, please call 708-349-0068 or visit www.saintmike.org. 

VISIT OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK OPEN HOUSE 
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ObjectiOn Overruled Incumbent to 
remain on ballot in Orland 135 race, PAGE 3

Orland Boy Scout hosts  

live jazz concert for  

Eagle Scout project, PAGE 6

LEFT: Pat Smith of Orland Park (left) helps 
gather donated food at the concert. The 
price of admission was a canned food 

donation to the church. Photos by tristan 
Zeier/22nd Century Media

Orland Boy Scout Peter 
Barczak (left) smiles for a 
photo in front of the jazz band 
he put together Sunday, Jan. 
13, to perform for his Eagle 
Scout project at St. Christopher 
in Midlothian.

Spicing it up Chilly Willie Chili Challenge 
returns to Orland, PAGES 15-16

lOve tO cOlOr? Enter The Prairie’s Valentine’s 
Day Coloring Contest for soldiers, PAGE 7
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all that jazz
Orland Scout hosts 

live jazz concert for 

Eagle Scout project

Clare lane, assistant editor 

When Sandburg junior 
and Orland Troop 318 Boy 
Scout Peter Barczak was 
considering options for his 
Eagle Scout project this 
year, it didn’t immediately 
occur to him to combine his 
love for scouting with his 
talents as a musician. 

After deciding to work 
in some way to benefit his 
church, St. Christopher in 
Midlothian, Barczak’s priest 
recommended he do some-
thing with music after hear-
ing him play in the church’s 
Christmas concert. 

“Both music and my 
church have been really big 
parts of my life, and I want-
ed to do something at my 
church,” he said. “After the 
Christmas concert, he said I 
could do something that has 
to do with music. I play pia-
no, clarinet  and saxophone.”

The “something” ended up 
being a 17-piece jazz band 
concert to benefit the St. 
Vincent de Paul food pantry, 
which took place Sunday, 
Jan. 13, in the church. Ad-
mission was four items of 

nonperishable food, which 
went directly to the pan-
try on the soon-to-be Eagle 
Scout’s behalf. 

“Another reason why I 
chose the project is a lot of 
the Scouts in our troop are in 
Sandburg’s music program,” 
Barczak said. “I took as 
many scouts that were also 
musicians [and asked them 
to be] in the band. I also 

asked other musicians from 
Sandburg to fill in any empty 
spaces.”

The Scout jazz band per-
formed swing songs from the 
1930s and ‘40s, and the eve-
ning drew a crowd of nearly 
300 people. In total, Barczak 
collected 1,400 food items to 
give to the pantry.

“I think they [the food 
pantry] loved the idea, but I 
don’t think they anticipated 
getting as much food as they 
did,” he said. “They were a 
bit overwhelmed with how 
much they got.”

The crowd was able to 
enjoy plenty of big band 
music, and all together the 
stage consisted of musicians 
on saxophones, trombones, 
trumpets, bass, drums, piano 
and vocals. 

“I really enjoyed it,” Barc-
zak said “It was different be-
cause I’ve been in band since 
fifth grade, and I’m always 
listening to the director. This 
time, I was the one in charge, 
and it was fun to tailor it how 
I wanted things to run and 
handpick the music.” 

Barczak’s mother, Sharon, 
said she couldn’t have been 
more proud of the way her 
son took charge on stage that 
Sunday evening.

“It was really an amazing 
thing [and] it was a unique 
project,” she said. “Usually 
the boys are building some-
thing or putting a fence up, 
so it was a different project 
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UP TO 50% OFF
Play It Again Sports

19921 S. LaGrange Rd. Frankfort, IL 60423
815.464.2828

Sale Hours
M-F 10-8
SA 10-5
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District 135 welcomes new 
Superintendent Dr. Janet Stutz
Meet and greet held 

prior to January 

Board meeting

Clare lane, assistant editor 

Dr. Janet Stutz was all 
smiles as she greeted parents 
and staff from Orland School 
District 135 at a special meet 
and greet held prior to the 
District’s Board meeting 
Monday, Jan. 14, at Orland 
Junior High School. 

The informal gathering in 
the junior high school library 
allowed Stutz and her hus-
band to be welcomed to the 
District by Village officials, 
D135 Board members, staff 
and parents just before her 
contract and July 1 start date 
were approved by the Board 
at it’s Monday meeting. 

“I’m really excited,” Stutz 
said. “I’m already getting to 
know the teachers and staff, 
and beginning to familiarize 
myself with the schools.” 

Stutz shook hands and had 
casual conversations with 
all and any attendees of the 
meet and greet, making her-
self available for questions in 
addition to showing her ex-
citement for the 2013 school 
year. 

“There’s a lot of work to 
do,” Stutz said in terms of 
her transition into the role of 
superintendent. “I’ve been 
doing a lot of listening; it’s 
really about building rela-
tionships.”

According to D135 Board 
member Joe LaMargo, the 
District is in good hands. 
This was the shared feeling 
among most Board members 
as they congratulated Stutz 
on her new contract. 

“We’re excited that we 
have Janet,” LaMargo said. 
“She’s going to bring a lot 
of energy and new ideas to 
the school district and I think 
she’ll be good for the com-
munity and for the students. I 
look forward to working with 
her.“

As far as what she hopes to 
bring to the District through 
her new position, Stutz is 
looking into new forms of 
testing for students and as-
sessing the current system for 
teacher evaluations.

“The common core is very 
important,” she said.  “There 
are a lot of new ways to ad-
ministrate.” 

Technology is an area 
of expertise for the former 
School District 181 Assistant 

OrlAnd ScHOOl diStrict 135

Orland Junior High staff member Joan Polaski (left) gets to 
know new d135 Superintendent Janet Stutz at a Meet and 
greet held Monday, Jan. 14, at the school. Clare lane/22nd 
Century Media

Orland Park resident John ruf performs with the orchestra 
created by Boy Scout Peter Barczak. Barczak’s musical 
endeavor was for his Eagle Scout project. tristan 
Zeier/22nd Century Media

Please see jazz, 8 Please see d135, 12

TO VIEW mOrE 
PhOTOS OnlInE, 
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Kindergarten Registration
February 5 - 6, 2013

8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Extended registration hours  Feb. 6th 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

15100 S. 94th Ave. Orland Park
For more information, visit the 

registration page of  our website to view 
the list of  items needed at 

registration!
www.orland135.org/registration

708/364-3323

•	 Only children  5-yrs old on or before Sept. 1, 2013 
can enroll for the 2013-14 school year.  

          No exceptions by law.

•	 District 135 Kindergarten is offered as a half-day 
program with AM and PM sessions.

          

2013-14 School Year

Orland School District 135

seem to be a concern of his, but it is 
one of mine,” he said.

After both sides presented, Izzo 
told the electoral board that if they 
believed the Illinois Election Code 
did apply to this case, then they 
would need to decide if the offices 
were incompatible. He did add that 
he did not think it was the job of the 
electoral board to rule on that issue 
of incompatibility.

Carmody and Zekich both said 
that they felt they could not rule on 
the incompatibility issue and voted 
to leave Cunningham on the ballot.

“The people in the community 
need to decide,” Carmody said. “I’m 
leaving it up to the voters to decide.”

Donegan, however, said the opin-
ion of the attorney general’s office 
led her to believe the offices are in-

compatible and cast the lone dissent-
ing vote.

“It’s a publicity stunt designed to 
get publicity for his own candida-
cy,” Brennan said after the hearing. 
“What he cited just doesn’t apply.”

Carroll said he was “disappoint-
ed” with the board’s decision. He 
said he will be reviewing his notes 
and will also be ordering transcripts 
of the hearing before making a deci-
sion to appeal.

Cunningham, who referred all 
comments to Brennan after the hear-
ing, did answer why he is also run-
ning for the Moraine Valley board.

“I graduated from Moraine,” he 
said. “Enough said.”

After receiving the decision in 
writing, Carroll will have up to five 
days to decide if he wants to appeal 
the ruling and turn it over to the 
Cook County Circuit Court.

winners are selected, all valentines will be 
sent to U.S. soldiers serving overseas, thanks 
to a partnership with the Village of Orland 
Park’s Veterans’ Commission.

Entries must be mailed or dropped off to 
The Prairie c/o Editor Heather Warthen, 
11516 W. 183rd St. 3SW, Orland Park, IL, 
60467. 

The deadline to submit entries is 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 7. The Prairie’s staff will 
review all entries and select winners from 
three age groups — 3-5, 6-8 and 9-12 years 
old. The top entries will be published in The 
Prairie’s Feb. 14 edition, and the three win-
ners will each receive a free nugget party for 
up to 15 people and a backstage tour from 
Chick-fil-A, 15605 S. LaGrange Road in Or-
land Park. Winners will be chosen based on 
creativity and neatness.

For more information, call (708) 326-9170 
ext. 16.

and he really took charge. 
It was really amazing to see 
him up there.”

Peter Barczak will likely 
receive his Eagle Scout rec-
ognition come spring, but 
the concert is something he 
will remember long after. 

“It hasn’t really hit me 
yet,” he said. “Once I got 
to Troop 318 and seeing all 
the older scouts getting their 
Eagles, [it] made it seem a 
lot more reachable.”

“The concert was a great 
day for all of us,” Sharon 
Barczak added. “Troop 318 
has been a phenomenal in-
fluence in Peter’s life and 
in our lives. They are fine 
young men.” 

election
From Page 3

contest
From Page 7

jazz
From Page 6
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