
Driver’s Pledge 
• I will not drive when I feel fatigued.  I realize that when I am fatigued, I process 

information more slowly and less accurately and this impairs my ability to react in 
time to avoid accidents. 

• I will arrange my schedule so that several days before a Boy Scout “driving trip,” 
I will get a good nights sleep every night to avoid the cumulative effect of not 
getting enough sleep 

• I will make trip preparations far enough in advance so that last-minute 
preparations don’t interfere with my rest. 

• I will make travel plans that take into account my personal biological clock and 
only drive during the part of the day when I know I will be alert. 

• I will be smart about engaging in physical activities during scouting outings and 
will make sure that I will be ready to drive alertly. 

 
Guide to Safe Scouting for Unit Activities 
XII. Transportation:  Automobiles 
It is essential that adequate, safe, and responsible transportation be used for all Scouting 
activities.  Because most accidents occur within a short distance from home, safety 
precautions are necessary, even on short trips.   
General guidelines are as follows:  

1. Seat belts are required for all occupants. 
2. All drivers must have a valid driver’s license that has not been suspended or 

revoked for any reason.  If the vehicle to be used is designed to carry more than 
15 persons, including the driver (more than 10 persons, including the driver, in 
California), the driver must have a commercial driver’s license (CDL).  

3. An adult leader (at least 21 years of age) must be in charge and accompany the 
group.   

4. The driver must be currently licensed and at least 18 years of age.  Youth member 
exceptions:  When traveling to and form an area, regional, or national Boy Scout 
activity or any Venturing event under the leadership of an adult (at least 21 years 
of age) tour leader, a youth member at least 16 years of age may be a driver 
subject to the following conditions: 

a. Six months’ driving experience as a licensed driver (time on a learner’s permit or 
equivalent is not to be counted.  

b. No record of accidents or moving violations. 
c. Parental permission granted to the leader, driver, and riders. 
5. Passenger cars or station wagons may be used for transporting passengers, but           

passengers should not ride on the rear deck of station wagons.                     
6. Trucks may not be used for transporting passengers except in the cab. 
7. All driving, except short trips, should be done in daylight. 
8. All vehicles must be covered by automobile liability insurance with limits that 

meet or exceed requirements of the state in which the vehicle is licensed.  It is 
recommended that coverage limits are at least $50,000/ $100,000/ $50, 0000. 
Any vehicle designed to carry 10 or more passengers is required to have limits of 
$100,000/ $500,000/ $100,000.   

9. Do not exceed the speed limit. 



10. Do not travel in convoy (see “Leadership Requirements for Trips and Outings”, 
No. 2). 

11. Driving time is limited to a maximum of 10 hours and must be interrupted by 
frequent rest, food, and recreation stops.  If there is only one driver, the driving 
times should be reduced and steps should be made more frequently.   

Don’t drive drowsy, Stop for rest and stretch breaks as needed.  Fatigue is a major cause 
of highway accident fatalities. 
 
Some best practices for vehicle safety include: 
- a vehicle checked for safe operating condition, including tires with good tread and 
correct air pressure levels, correct level of lubricants and coolant, safe spare tire and jack, 
emergency supplies of food and water, and a mobile phone or portable citizens band 
radio. 
- A driver that clearly understands the route plan.  A safe route plan will allow adequate 
time to drive to and from the starting and pickup points during hours of good visibility. 
- A driver that understands the principles of safe defense driving.  These include keeping 
at least one car length between the driver and the car ahead of him for each 10 miles per 
hour speed and to have an escape route planned to avoid accidents that may appear ahead. 
- A driver that has completed a safe driving course and careful study of state driver’s 
license manuals are highly recommended. 
- Ideally, there will be at least two adults in each car.  As a minimum, unless they are 
parent and child, there must never be one adult and one Scout in a car. 
- Be sure to observe the guidelines on travel times on the tour permit.  The best plan for 
safety is to have drivers take turns driving so that while one person is driving the other 
person can be resting.  Be sure to take rest stops.     

 
Guide to Safe Scouting for Unit Activities  
XII. Transportation:  Campers, Trailers, and Trucks  
Trucks are designed and constructed to transport materials and equipment, not people.  
The beds of trucks or trailers must never be used for carrying passengers.  Tour permits 
will not be issued for any trip that involves carrying passengers in a truck except in the 
cab.  This includes vehicles converted for that use unless they are licensed as buses and 
meet all requirements for buses.       
 
Use caution in towing trailers or campers as vehicle’s performance, steering, and braking 
abilities will be altered.  Consider these safety tips: 
 

1. Get the correct trailer for the car and the correct hitch for the trailer.  Distribute 
and anchor the load. 

2. Allow extra time to brake.  Changing lanes while braking can jackknife the trailer.  
3. Add safety equipment as dictated by common sense and state law (mirrors, lights, 

safety chains, brakes for heavy trailers, etc.)  
4. Park in designated areas.   

 
 

 



I have read and understand the Driver’s Pledge and will abide by this Pledge. 
 
Signature_____________________________      Date____________________________ 
 
Printed Name__________________________ 
 
I have read and understand the Boy Scouts of America Guidelines relating to 
Automobile Transportation.  This is my Pledge to abide by these guidelines.  
 
Signature____________________________       Date_____________________________ 
 
Printed Name_________________________ 
 
I have read and understand the Boy Scouts of America Guidelines relating to 
Campers, Trailers, and Trucks.  This is my Pledge to abide by these guidelines. 
 
Signature____________________________       Date_____________________________ 
 
Printed Name_________________________ 
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