
Eagle Scouts honored in OP
by Jamie Lynn Ferguson
write the author
February 25, 2008

Eagle Scouts honored in OP

Orland Park Troop #318 Eagle Scouts gathered at the Orland Park Village Hall to unveil a plaque that honors their earned title. 

Since 1941, 102 members of Orland Park Boy Scout Troop #318 have earned the honor of being named an Eagle Scout. These hard-
working boys, many of them now men, were honored for their dedication with a plaque from the Village of Orland Park in a ceremony Feb. 
18, held at the Village Hall.

"The board and I are big supporters of the scout program and we're happy to be a part of this tonight," said McLaughlin. "It's a heck of an 
accomplishment and we want to give them a pat on the back publicly."

Mayor Daniel McLaughlin and the board of trustees unveiled the plaque, and Eagle Scouts from past years had an opportunity to mingle 
with more recently-named scouts and share their experiences after the ceremony at the Orland Park Civic Center. The plaque hangs near 
the village hall entrance in the main lobby.
"Reaching this level is one of the hardest things I ever had to do in my life," said Eagle Scout James Pickham, who made Eagle Scout in 
2005. "It took 10 years of dedication and hard work and countless hours camping, but along the way I built great relationships with these 
guys."

Pickham added that the ceremony showed just how many Eagle Scouts Troop #318 puts out.

Assistant Scout Master Susan Meyer confirmed that earning the title of Eagle Scout is a lot of work that requires strong leadership skills. 
Eagle scouts must earn 12 required badges, and then choose an additional nine from a list of options to come up with a total of 21 merit 
badges.

They are also required to design and give leadership to a major project that benefits their local or church community.

"They write the entire project, get it approved, and then they're responsible for acquiring any materials they might need," Meyer explained. 
"They give leadership to the project and learn many skills through lots of camping and the service that is involved."

Meyer's three sons, David, Joseph and Peter Meyer all earned the honor of Eagle Scout in 1996, 1997 and 2001 respectively.

Photos submitted

Scout- Mayor Daniel McLaughlin presents the Eagle Scouts of Troop #318 with a plaque at the village hall Feb. 18.

Scout1- Orland Park Troop #318 Eagle Scouts gathered at the Orland Park Village Hall to unveil a plaque that honors their earned title.
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