
 

RYSI Families,  

Imagine a community where adults are actively working together to better protect children in our 

community. Ridge Youth Sports is a community based organization that strives to create a safe 

environment for all of our participating families and their young student-athletes to grow and develop. 

In keeping with that mission RYSI has partnered with the Somerset Hills YMCA and Darkness to Light, a 

national nonprofit organization, to effect societal change through education and awareness of child 

sexual abuse.  

Unfortunately, child sexual abuse has quietly reached epidemic proportions. As a community based 

organization with over 1000 participants, we believe that we need to understand and learn the skills to 

identify and eliminate child sexual abuse. Consider the following statistics: 

 About 1 in 10 children are sexually abused by their 18th birthday 
Estimating a Child Sexual Abuse Prevalence Rate for Practitioners (Catherine Townsend, Aug 2013) 

 About 90% of those sexually abused know their abuser 
Characteristics of Crimes against Juveniles (David Finkelhor and Anne Shattuck) 

Our mission is clear . . . to provide life and athletic skill development as well as personal growth and fun. 

We believe it is critical to provide a safe environment for all of our student-athletes to grow up healthy 

and whole. Accordingly, we are requiring all RYSI coaches throughout our various sports programs to 

complete child sexual abuse training.  

Talking about it helps prevent it. Getting involved helps prevent it. So join us and other community 

members in this movement to help protect our children. The training can be completed online at your 

convenience and can be paused and resumed at any point. This training empowers adults to prevent, 

recognize and react responsibly to childhood sexual abuse. The training is FREE. After April 23rd, 

however, the training will cost $10. So we highly encourage you to take advantage of the free-online 

training course prior to April 23rd. To do so please find the link on our website or follow the link: 

https://d2l.csod.com/client/d2l/default.aspx  

We thank you for your anticipated support and participation in this simple but informative, and 

educational online training to protect our children in this community.  

 

Thank you,  

Stephen C Mueller 
Chairman  
Ridge Youth Sports, Inc.  
  

https://d2l.csod.com/client/d2l/default.aspx

