
REGARDING THE RECENT WEST DECISION TO BREAK AWAY FROM LOL

Greetings!

Over the past 3 seasons, the Land O' Lakes Baseball League has been looking for 
ways to secure a path to the future and stem the tide of losing players and teams from 
the league.  Many different opinions and plans have been proposed but none fit 
correctly.  In 2012, the Land O' Lakes Board of Directors had proposed straight 
realignment that would have broken up the Western Division without real change to the 
issues facing the future of the league.  At that time the Western Division banded 
together and fought to stop the realignment plan from happening, because it never 
addressed the fundamental issues facing the league.  Fast forward 3 years later and 
with a league down to 3 divisions, and an uncertain future of the Eastern Division, the 
league again looked into what to do to secure the future of the league while still looking 
to address those same fundamental issues.

A group that had contributions from all divisions tried to come up with a plan to unify the 
league's playing rules and bylaws paving the way for some changes to secure teams 
playing future.  However there was board opposition and ultimately opposing plans that 
were brought to the table.  After months of unanswered questions and concerns going 
into 2016, the Western Division organizations met recently to review the proposed plans 
and to figure out what was going on for 2016 and beyond.

It was during this meeting that multiple representatives from multiple organizations in 
the room suggested that the Western Division break away from being governed by the 
Land O' Lakes Board of Directors and run separately moving forward.  After much 
discussion and debate, where all organizations were given a chance to fully discuss, a 
vote was taken to determine a path for 2016 and beyond.  The result was that the 
Western Division decided to break away and run as its own league.

What does this mean?  To everyone outside of the team's management, you will see 
NO changes.  In the past each division ran its season independently, scheduled games, 
umpires, and was overseen by the division officials.  That WILL NOT change.
What will change?  Possibly nothing.  When the division meets again in January, the 
division will decide on a playoff format.  It could still participate with the remaining teams 
in the league, or it could reach out to a surrounding league to participate in their 
playoffs.  Other then that, nothing will be noticeable.

Will the Western Division still maintain a relationship with the Land O' Lakes Old Timers 
Association?  YES! The West is committed to this organization and will continue to be 
active in support of the Association.

I promise you that nobody within this group wanted to make this a reality, however with 
the best interests of the organizations of this division in mind it was a decision the teams 
and organizations felt needed to be done to secure and maintain the great tradition of 



baseball in this division. The commitment of maintaining, growing, and expanding local 
baseball within this group is at highest importance.

Hang with us, we'll try and do you proud!

Craig Larsen
The West


