WCFL ready to kick off new 'turf' season in Village Park
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Joe Piconcelli, the Western Community Football League founding father and 31-year resident of Wellington, started the WCFL 16 years ago and has been helping to evolve the league each season.

With full-contact practices beginning last week, the WCFL, consisting of 48 teams and involving more than 800 Wellington families in games at Village Park, has come a long way. The league is ready to kick off its 2008 season.

Since starting as a six-team league on a small patch of grass near Wellington High School back in 1992, the WCFL has become a state-of-the-art youth football organization with seven acres of perfectly manicured turf at its home complex.

"Half of the original field got covered by water when it rained, and if the kids got piled up at that end of the field, we would pull them off real quick so they didn't get stuck in the mud," Piconcelli said of the past. "We then moved to the Polo Club and manure was part of the game. These beautiful fields now are second to none."

All WCFL members were required to complete the mandatory 10 hours of preseason physical conditioning, which took place the week of July 28. WCFL aims to provide a recreational football outlet for youngsters in western Palm Beach County, while grooming future high school players. Every WCFL member is guaranteed playing time and the coaches strive to keep their players engaged in the love of the game.

Three generations of the Piconcelli family are active in the WCFL. Joe Piconcelli coaches his 8-year-old grandson, Zach Beatty, and his son, Joe Piconcelli Jr., is his assistant coach.

Gus Pasquale, the league's vice president and pro division Giants' head coach, is proud to carry the tradition of high school football excellence in South Florida at a grass-roots level. 

"You can pick up the paper on any given week and see WCFL alumni that are succeeding at King's Academy, Glades Day, Palm Beach Central, Royal Palm Beach and Wellington," Pasquale said. "WCFL has been producing kids that go on to be studs in high school football each year." 

Pro Division players are 12 and 13, Varsity Division players are 10 and 11, Prep Division players are 8 and 9, and the youngest WCFL players are 6 and 7 in the Ultimate Division.

Jake Giordano, a 13-year-old WCFL Pro Giants running back/linebacker and Landings Middle School eighth-grader, said he feels well-conditioned after preseason and focused to improve his ball-carrying skills to get ready for high school ball.

"WCFL has taught me a lot of leadership," Giordano said. "I want to do better with my running speed and score a lot of touchdowns. All the conditioning should help us win, and this year is important because I'm hoping to make the high school team next year."

A.J. Pasquale, Coach Pasquale's son and the Giants' quarterback, is adjusting to the higher-impact collisions of the Pro Division after making the transition from the Varsity Division last year.

"The hitting last year was a lot different," A.J. Pasquale said. "Guys are bigger and faster and they're bringing it this year. Some of the guys are getting jacked-up, absolutely."

A.J. said he looks to his supporting cast for production in key situations to keep the chains moving this season. "Our offense is more conservative, but I'll run it on third downs if I have to make something happen," he said. "But I'm not a scrambler. I like to throw it. If we get great help from the line, we can get the ball to our receivers and backs like Jake."

Game-day action is scheduled to begin at the WCFL Jamboree at Village Park Aug. 23. Regular-season games start the following Saturday, Aug. 30.

For information, visit www.wcfl.com or www.wcflfootballcheer.com for updates on the new cheerleading programs.

