
OPERATING POLICIES: 

Communicating Through Online Media [Baseball, Softball, Challenger]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball, Softball, and Challenger  

Permits leagues to stream/web-cast games through their league-owned website, official 

social media account, or other digital platforms granted they follow all Little League policies 

regarding commercialization and trademarks. (Page 201 in Baseball, 189 in Softball, 114 in 

Challenger).  

Summary:  

With live-streaming becoming much easier to accomplish, local leagues may be interested in 

web-casting or live-streaming games through their own local league website, official social 

media account, or other digital platform. Leagues are permitted to stream/ web-cast games 

through these league-owned platforms granted they follow all Little League policies 

regarding commercialization and trademarks.  

Little League International in South Williamsport, Pa., is the only body that can authorize or 

disallow the live streaming, webcasting, televising, or radio broadcasting of any game(s) for 

regular season or tournament play through any outlet that is not fully owned and/or 

operated by a local league. A contract (provided by Little League International) must 

originate with the local District Administrator, tournament director, or local Little League 

president. (See Regulation XV.)  

 

 

  



REGULATION AND PLAYING RULES: 

Waiver for Regulation I(d) and III(c) – The League/The Teams [Baseball]-  

Divisions: Major Baseball Division  

Little League International Charter Committee will waive Regulation I(d) and Regulation 

III(c) with respect to the maximum number of 12-year-olds on a team for the 2018 season 

for this division to provide leagues flexibility this season to structure their Little League 

(Major) Division to accommodate more than 10 teams; waiving Regulation I(d).  

Summary:  

As Little League Baseball fully transitions to the new Age Determination Date of 

August 31, grandfathering the four months of children born between May 1 and 

August 31, 2005, for the 2018 season, leagues will have 16 months of league age 

12-year-olds. To assist leagues in the placement of players league age 12 on Little 

League Baseball (Major) Division teams, the Little League International Charter 

Committee will waive both Regulation I(d) and Regulation III(c) with respect to 

the maximum number of 12-year-olds on a team for the 2018 season for this 

division. This will provide leagues flexibility this season to structure their Little League 

(Major) Division to accommodate more than 10 teams; waiving Regulation I(d). Leagues 

that were previously required to operate in Divisional Format must maintain that format and 

will not have this regulation waived for the 2018 season. Leagues may also place more than 

eight league age 12-year-olds on a Little League (Major) Division team, waiving Regulation 

III(c). It is recommended that the local Little League set a maximum and/or minimum 

number of participants of a particular league age per team.  

With the potential increase in the number of league age 12-year-olds, these waivers will 

give the flexibility to provide Little League (Major) League Division opportunities without 

changing the structure of their leagues. Leagues are encouraged to use these waivers to 

maintain or expand their Major Division offerings and continue to provide their current level 

or an increased level of opportunities for children to play in the Little League Baseball Major 

Division. Please note that these waivers are not intended for Little League Softball. 

Following the 2018 season, both Regulation I(d) and III(c) will be in full effect for the 2019 

season.  

 

ENACTED at CONGRESS: 

Regulation III(c) - Little League (Major) Division: Local league must establish the age 

structure for the Little League (Major) Division. It is recommended that the local Little 

League set a maximum and/or minimum number of participants of a particular 

league age. For Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior League, it is recommended 

that the local Little League set a maximum and/or minimum number of participants of a 

particular league age. (Example: If the league has all 15- and 16-year-olds in its Senior 

League Division, it may have a local rule that states that each team must carry between 

four and eight players of league age 16.)  

  

METHODS FOR EXISTING LEAGUES  It is recommended that managers not select more 

than eight players in a given age group. The team roster may be comprised of players of 

league age 9, 10, 11, and 12 unless modified by the local league according to options 

established by Little League. The local league may opt to allow only 10, 11, and 12, or 11- 

and 12-year-olds, to try out for the Major Division.  

  

Synopsis: This eliminates the maximum of eight (8) – 12-year-olds on a Major Division 

team. 

 



Regulation I(c)(9) – Background Checks [Baseball/Softball]; Regulation I(d)(7) 

[Challenger]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball, Softball, and Challenger 

Provides guidance on background checks and results from background checks shall remain 

confidential. (Page 28 in Baseball and Softball; 31 in Challenger).  

Summary:  

NOTE: Information regarding background checks is available at 

LittleLeague.org/background. Information gathered for background checks and results 

should be considered confidential, protected from public disclosure, and not used for any 

purpose beyond determining volunteer eligibility.  

 

Regulation IV – The Players [Baseball]-  

Divisions: Intermediate (50/70), Junior, and Senior League Baseball 

As announced in 2015, the new age determination date of August 31 for players born 

on or before April 30, 2005, will be effective starting with the 2018 Little League Baseball 

season. The four-month group of individuals in the Major division, born between May 1 and 

August 31, 2005, who have been grandfathered into the rule will begin utilizing the new, 

August 31 age determination date beginning with the 2019 season. (Pages 38-40 in 

Baseball).  

Summary:  

Intermediate (50-70) Division: Any participant with amateur status who will attain the 

age of 11 years before September 1, 2018, and who will not attain the age of 14 years on 

or before August 31, 2018, shall be eligible to compete in the Intermediate (50-70) 

Division. This means a participant who will be 14 years old on September 1 or later is 

eligible to play that year; a participant who will be 14 years old on August 31 or earlier will 

not be eligible for either local league or tournament play in the Intermediate (50-70) 

Division at any time during the calendar year in question.  

Junior League: Any player with amateur status who will attain the age of 12 years before 

September 1, 2018, and who will not attain the age of 15 years on or before August 31, 

2018, shall be eligible to compete. This means that a player who will be 15 years old on 

September 1 or later is eligible to play that year; a player who will be 15 years old on 

August 31 or earlier will not be eligible for either local league or tournament play in the 

Junior League at any time during the calendar year in question.  

Senior League: Any player with amateur status who will attain the age of 13 years before 

September 1, 2018, and who will not attain the age of 17 years on or before August 31, 

2018, shall be eligible to compete. This means that a player who will be 17 years old on 

September 1 or later is eligible to play that year; a player who will be 17 years old on 

August 31 or earlier will not be eligible for either local league or tournament play in the 

Senior League at any time during the calendar year in question.  

Also, an exception has been added to Regulation IV(e)  

“League Age” is that age attained before September 1 in any given year. Thus a participant 

whose 9th birthday is on September 1 or later has a League Age of 8; a participant whose 

9th birthday is on August 31 or earlier (of that year), has a League Age of 9. EXCEPTION: 

For the 2018 season, players born May 1-August 31, 2005, shall use the April 30 age 

determination date and shall be considered league age 12-year-olds. See Regulation IV(a).  

 

  



Regulation VI(d) - PITCHERS – All Dvisions of Baseball and Challenger 

(d) Pitchers league age 14 and under must adhere to the following rest requirements:   

•  If a player pitches 66 or more pitches in a day, four (4) calendar days of rest must 

be observed.   

•  If a player pitches 51-65 pitches in a day, three (3) calendar days of rest must be 

observed.   

•  If a player pitches 36-50 pitches in a day, two (2) calendar days of rest must be 

observed.   

•  If a player pitches 21-35 pitches in a day, one (1) calendar day of rest must be 

observed.   

•  If a player pitches 1-20 pitches in a day, no (0) calendar day of rest is required.   

 

NOTE: Under no circumstances shall a player pitch in three (3) consecutive days.  

 

EXCEPTION: If a pitcher reaches a day(s) of rest threshold while facing a batter, the pitcher 

may continue to pitch until any one of the following conditions occurs: (1) that batter 

reaches base; (2) that batter is retired; or (3) the third out is made to complete the half-

inning or the game. The pitcher will only be required to observe the calendar day(s) of rest 

for the threshold he/she reached during that at-bat, provided that pitcher is removed or the 

game is completed before delivering a pitch to another batter.   

  

Pitchers league age 15-16 must adhere to the following rest requirements: 

•  If a player pitches 76 or more pitches in a day, four (4) calendar days of rest must 

be observed.   

•  If a player pitches 61-75 pitches in a day, three (3) calendar days of rest must be 

observed.   

•  If a player pitches 46-60 pitches in a day, two (2) calendar days of rest must be 

observed.   

•  If a player pitches 31-45 pitches in a day, one (1) calendar day of rest must be 

observed.   

•  If a player pitches 1-30 pitches in a day, no (0) calendar day of rest is required.   

 

NOTE: Under no circumstances shall a player pitch in three (3) consecutive days.  

 

EXCEPTION: If a pitcher reaches a day(s) of rest threshold while facing a batter, the pitcher 

may continue to pitch until any one of the following conditions occurs: (1) that batter 

reaches base; (2) that batter is retired; or (3) the third out is made to complete the half-

inning or the game. The pitcher will only be required to observe the calendar day(s) of rest 

for the threshold he/she reached during that at-bat, provided that pitcher is removed or the 

game is completed before delivering a pitch to another batter.  

  

Synopsis: This restricts a player from pitching in three consecutive days in Regular Season 

and Tournament. 

  



Regulation VI NOTE 3 - PITCHERS and Rule 4.10(d) – All Divisions of Baseball, Softball, and 

Challenger 

 

Regulation VI NOTE 3: 3. In suspended games resumed on another day, the pitchers of 

record at the time the game was halted may continue to pitch to the extent of their 

eligibility for that day, provided said pitcher has observed the required days of rest. In the 

event that the first inning is not completed, all records, including pitching records, 

batting records, etc., shall be retained.  

  

4.10 (d) If a game is called before it has become a regulation game, it shall be resumed 

exactly where it left off. NOTE: In the event that the first inning is not completed, all 

records, including pitching, shall be counted.  

  

Synopsis: All suspended games will be resumed exactly where they were left off. Regular 

Season pitching will be governed by Regulation VI. Tournament pitching will be governed by 

Tournament Rule 4.   

 

 

Regulation VII(a)– SCHEDULES and Tournament League Eligibility (2) – Senior Divisions of 

Baseball and Softball 

 

 

 (a) The schedule of games for the regular season shall be prepared by the Board of 

Directors of the league and must provide for not less than twelve (12) games [Senior 

Division: Ten (10) games)] per team per regular season against other Little League 

teams within their respective division, exclusive of playoff and tournament games. Tee Ball: 

It is recommended that no more than twelve (12) games be scheduled per team per 

season.  

  

League Eligibility: (2)   The league must have scheduled and played, at a minimum, a 12-

game [Senior League: Ten (10-game)] (per team) regular season, exclusive of playoffs 

and tournament games, for each division, or age appropriate division, entering tournament 

prior to the first game in their respective tournament. See Reg. VII. NOTE: For Junior 

Tournament eligibility, Senior League players must have played in a minimum of 8 games.   

  

Synopsis: This allows a Board of Directors to only schedule 10-game Regular Season 

schedule Senior Baseball and Softball teams. For Senior Division Tournament eligibility, a 

team must play a 10-game Regular Season schedule. 

 

 

Regulation XIV(a) – Field Decorum [Baseball, Softball, Challenger]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball, Softball, and Challenger 

Revises language to allow Board of Directors to act on behavior on or off the field and 

including social media. (Page 55 in Baseball and Softball, 42 in Challenger).  

Summary:  

The actions, on or off the field, of players, managers, coaches, umpires, and league 

officials must be above reproach. Any player, manager, coach, umpire, or league 

representative who is involved in a verbal or physical altercation, or an incident of 

unsportsmanlike conduct, at the game site or any other Little League activity including 

through online or social media, is subject to disciplinary action by the Board of Directors.  

 



Regulation XVI – Use of Little League Name and Emblem [Baseball, Softball, Challenger]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball, Softball, and Challenger 

Includes International Tournament marks as licensed and registered Little League marks. 

(Page 57 in Baseball and Softball; 42 in Challenger).  

Summary:  

Use of the Official Emblem and/or words “Little League,” “Little League Baseball,” “LL,” 

“LLB,” “Dugout,” “Little Leaguer,” “Senior League Little League,” “Big League Little League,” 

“Little League Softball,” “Little League Challenger Division,” related International 

Tournament trademarks, etc. registered under Federal Certificate in U.S. Patent Office, is 

granted to chartered leagues and cannot be extended by local leagues to any other 

organization for any purpose whatsoever.  

 

Playing Rule 1.10 – The Bat [Baseball, Challenger]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball and Challenger 

Updated the bat rule for all baseball and challenger divisions to comply with the USABat 

standard. (Pages 66-67 in Baseball, 49-50 in Challenger).  

Summary:  

For Junior League Baseball divisions and below, as well as all Challenger divisions, the bat 

must be a baseball bat which meets the USA Baseball Bat standard (USABat) as adopted by 

Little League. It shall be a smooth, rounded stick, and made of wood or of material and 

color tested and proved acceptable to the USA Baseball Bat standard (USABat).  

Beginning with the 2018 season, non-wood and laminated bats used in the Little 

League (Majors) and below, Intermediate (50-70) Division, and Junior League 

divisions, as well as the Little League Challenger Division, shall bear the USA 

Baseball logo signifying that the bat meets the USABat - USA Baseball’s Youth Bat 

Performance Standard. All BPF – 1.15 bats will be prohibited beginning with the 

2018 season. Additionally, starting in 2018, the bat diameter shall not exceed 2-

5/8 inches for these divisions of play. Additional information is available at 

LittleLeague.org/batinfo.  

Tee Ball [Baseball]: Under the USABat standard, certified Tee Ball bats (26” and shorter) 

will feature the USA Baseball mark and text which reads ONLY FOR USE WITH APPROVED 

TEE BALLS. All Tee Ball bats must feature the USA Baseball mark and accompanying text. 

Tee Ball bats that were produced and/or purchased prior to the implementation of the new 

standard can be certified using an Approved Tee Ball Sticker via the USA Baseball Tee Ball 

Sticker Program (USABaseballShop.com) beginning September 1, 2017.  

Minor/Major Divisions: It shall not be more than 33 inches in length; nor more than 2-

5/8 inches in diameter, and if wood, not less than fifteen-sixteenths (15/16) inches in 

diameter (7/8 inch for bats less than 30”) at its smallest part. Wood bats taped or fitted 

with a sleeve may not exceed sixteen (16) inches from the small end. NOTE: Solid one-

piece wood barrel bats do not require a USA Baseball logo.  

Intermediate (50-70) Division and Junior League: It shall not be more than 34” inches 

in length; nor more than 2-5/8 inches in diameter, and if wood, not less than fifteen-

sixteenths (15/16) inches in diameter (7/8 inch for bats less than 30”) at its smallest part. 

Wood bats taped or fitted with a sleeve may not exceed eighteen (18) inches from the small 

end. NOTE: Solid one-piece wood barrel bats do not require a USA Baseball logo.  

Senior League: It shall not be more than 36 inches in length, nor more than 2-5/8 inches 

in diameter, and if wood, not less than fifteen-sixteenths (15/16) inches in diameter (7/8 

inch for bats less than 30”) at its smallest part. Wood bats taped or fitted with a sleeve may 

not exceed eighteen (18) inches from the small end. The bat shall not weigh, numerically, 

more than three ounces less than the length of the bat (e.g., a 33-inch-long bat cannot 

weigh less than 30 ounces). All bats not made of a single piece of wood shall meet the 



Batted Ball Coefficient of Restitution (BBCOR) performance standard, and such bats shall be 

so labeled with a silkscreen or other permanent certification mark. The certification mark 

shall be rectangular, a minimum of a half-inch on each side and located on the barrel of the 

bat in any contrasting color. Aluminum/alloy and composite bats shall be marked as to their 

material makeup being aluminum/alloy or composite. This marking shall be silkscreen or 

other permanent certification mark, a minimum of one-half-inch on each side, and located 

on the barrel of the bat in any contrasting color.  

Little League Challenger Division: It shall not be more than 33 inches in length; nor 

more than 2-5/8 inches in diameter, and if wood, not less than fifteen-sixteenths (15/16) 

inches in diameter (7/8 inch for bats less than 30”) at its smallest part. Wood bats taped or 

fitted with a sleeve may not exceed sixteen (16) inches from the small end. NOTE: Solid 

one-piece wood barrel bats do not require a USA Baseball logo.  

Senior League Challenger Division: It shall not be more than 36 inches in length, nor 

more than 2-5/8 inches in diameter, and if wood, not less than fifteen-sixteenths (15/16) 

inches in diameter (7/8 inch for bats less than 30”) at its smallest part. Wood bats taped or 

fitted with a sleeve may not exceed eighteen (18) inches from the small end. The bat shall 

not weigh, numerically, more than three ounces less than the length of the bat (e.g., a 33-

inch-long bat cannot weigh less than 30 ounces). All bats not made of a single piece of 

wood shall meet either 1) the Batted Ball Coefficient of Restitution (BBCOR) performance 

standard, and such bats shall be so labeled with a silkscreen or other permanent 

certification mark which shall be rectangular, a minimum of a half-inch on each side, and 

located on the barrel of the bat in any contrasting color, or 2) the USA Bat standard and 

shall bear the USA Baseball logo signifying that the bat meets the USABat – USA Baseball’s 

Youth Bat Performance Standard. Aluminum/alloy and composite bats shall be marked as to 

their material makeup being aluminum/alloy or composite. This marking shall be silkscreen 

or other permanent certification mark, a minimum of one-half-inch on each side, and 

located on the barrel of the bat in any contrasting color.  

 

Playing Rule 1.10 – The Bat [Baseball, Softball]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball and Softball 

Eliminates the use of pine tar on bats in all divisions. (Page 67 in Baseball, 63 in Softball).  

Summary:  

In all divisions, non-wood bat must have a grip of cork, tape, or composition material, and 

must extend a minimum of 10 inches from the small end. Slippery tape or similar material is 

prohibited.  

NOTE 1: The traditional batting donut is not permissible.  

NOTE 2: The use of pine tar or any other similar adhesive substance is prohibited 

at all levels. Use of these substances will result in the bat being declared illegal 

and removed from play.  

 

Playing Rule 3.03 – All Divisions of Baseball and Softball 

3.03 - A player in the starting line-up who has been removed for a substitute may re-enter 

the game, in the SAME position in the batting order, provided:   

(a)  his or her substitute has completed one time at bat and;   

(b)  has played defensively for a minimum of six (6) consecutive outs;   

(c) Baseball: pitchers once removed from the mound may not return as pitchers; 

Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior: A pitcher remaining in the game, but 



moving to a different position, can return as a pitcher any time in the remainder of the 

game, but only once per game.   

NOTE: A player who has met the mandatory play requirements, and is a pitcher at 

the time she/he is removed, may be removed for a substitute batter and re-enter 

the game as a pitcher once, provided the pitcher was not physically replaced on 

the mound.  

EXAMPLE: Player A is a starter and not a pitcher, Player B substitutes into the 

game for player A. Both players have met mandatory play by completing one (1) 

time at bat and six (6) consecutive defensive outs and both occupy the same spot 

in the batting order. In the fifth inning player A becomes a pitcher and is 

scheduled to bat in the sixth inning, but player B bats for player A. Both players 

have met mandatory play requirements and player A was not physically replaced 

on the mound as a pitcher, therefore, player A can return to pitch the sixth inning.   

 

Softball: a pitcher remaining in the game, but moving to a different position, can return as a 

pitcher anytime in the remainder of the game, but only once in the same inning as he/she 

was removed. 

Minor/Major Divisions: NOTE: A pitcher, withdrawn from the game for a substitute 

offensively or defensively, may not re-enter the game as a pitcher. This applies to 

continuous batting order. EXCEPTION: A pitcher may re-enter the game as a pitcher, if 

withdrawn for a pinch-hitter or pinch-runner, and then returned to the game at the 

beginning of the next half inning. 

Junior/Senior Divisions: A pitcher may be withdrawn from the game, offensively or 

defensively, and return as pitcher once per inning provided the return does not violate 

either the substitution, visits per pitcher, or mandatory play rule(s).  

(d)  A starter and her/his substitute must not be in the line-up at the same time, 

except as provided in 3.03 Note 3. Once mandatory play is met, starter and 

substitute can enter/re-enter for each other as desired. 

(e)   Defensive substitutions must be made while the team is on defense. Offensive 

substitutions must be made at the time the offensive player has her/his turn at bat or is on 

base.  

NOTE 1: A substitute may not be removed from the game prior to completion of his/her 

mandatory play requirements.   

NOTE 2: When two or more substitute players of the defensive team enter the game at the 

same time, the manager shall, immediately before they take their positions as fielders, 

designate to the Umpire-in-Chief such players’ positions in the team’s batting order and the 

Umpire-in-Chief shall notify the official scorer. The Umpire-in-Chief shall have authority to 

designate the substitutes’ places in the batting order, if this information is not immediately 

provided. 

NOTE 3: If during a game either team is unable to place nine (9) players on the field due to 

illness, injury, ejection, or inability to make a legal substitution, the opposing manager shall 

select a player previously used in the line-up to re-enter the game, but only if use of all 



eligible players has exhausted the roster. A player ejected from the game is not eligible for 

re-entry.  

Synopsis: This would revise the substitution rule for all divisions of play. 

 

Playing Rule 4.04 – Starting and Ending the Game [Baseball/Softball]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball and Softball 

An approved ruling was added regarding continuous batting order. (Pages 83-84 in Baseball, 

79-80 in Softball).  

Summary:  

A.R. – For the purpose of continuous batting order, all players listed in the batting order 

shall be considered starters.  

 

Playing Rule 4.07 – Starting and Ending the Game [Baseball/Softball/Challenger]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball, Softball, and Challenger 

The phrase “from which they were suspended” was removed from the rule. (Pages 84-85 in 

Baseball, 80-81 in Softball, 61 in Challenger).  

Summary:  

When the manager, coach, or a player is ejected from a game, they shall leave the field 

immediately and take no further part in that game. They may not sit in the stands and may 

not be recalled. A manager or coach ejected from a game must not be present at the game 

site for the remainder of that game. Any manager, coach, or player ejected from a game is 

suspended for his or her team’s next physically played game and may not be in attendance 

at the game site. This includes pregame and postgame activities.  

 

Playing Rule 4. 10(e) - Regulation Game – All Divisions of Baseball and Softball 

 

4.10:  

(e)   If after three (3) innings [Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior 

League: four innings], two and one-half innings [Intermediate (50-70) 

Division/Junior/Senior League: three and one-half innings] if the home team is 

ahead, one team has a lead of fifteen (15) runs or more, the manager of the team 

with the least runs shall concede the victory to the opponent. If after four (4) innings 

[Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior League: five innings], three and one-half 

innings [Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior League: four and one-half innings] if 

the home team is ahead, one team has a lead of ten (10) runs or more, the manager of the 

team with the least runs shall concede the victory to the opponent. NOTE: (1) If the visiting 

team has a lead of fifteen (15) or ten (10) runs or more respectively, the home team 

must bat in its half of the inning. (2) The local league may adopt the option of not utilizing 

this rule.  

  

Synopsis: This allows a local league to implement a 15-run rule after three (four innings for 

Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior League). This would be mandatory during the 

International Tournament. 

 

   

  



Playing Rule 8.06(a) and (b) – Major Division and above of Baseball and Softball   

8.06 - This rule, which applies to each pitcher who enters a game, governs the visits of the 

manager or coach to the pitcher at the mound.   

(a) A manager or coach may come out twice in one inning to visit with the pitcher, but the 

second time out, the player must be removed as a pitcher. Example: If a manager visits 

Pitcher A once in the first inning, then makes a pitching change in the same inning, Pitcher 

B would be allowed one visit in that inning before being removed on the second visit. 

(b) A manager or coach may come out two times in one game to visit with the pitcher, but 

the third time out, the player must be removed as a pitcher. Example: If a manager visits 

Pitcher A twice in the first three innings, then makes a pitching change in the fourth inning, 

Pitcher B would be allowed two visits in that game before being removed on the third visit, 

subject to the limits in (a) above.   

Synopsis: This reduces the number of visits to a pitcher to twice in one inning or three 

times in a game for the Major Division and above for Baseball and Softball. 

 

Playing Rule 9.01(d) Note – The Umpire [Baseball/Softball]; Playing Rule 9.01(e) Note 

[Challenger]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball, Softball, and Challenger 

Clarifies that any parties caught stealing and relaying pitch selection will be ejected – local 

league option. (Page 117 in Baseball, 111 in Softball, 76 in Challenger)  

Summary:  

Each umpire has authority to disqualify any player, coach, manager, or substitute for 

objecting to decisions or for unsportsmanlike conduct or language and to eject such 

disqualified person from the playing field. If an umpire disqualifies a player while a play is in 

progress, the disqualification shall not take effect until no further action is possible in that 

play.  

NOTE: The local league has the option to adopt this rule application. The stealing and 

relaying of signs to alert the batter of pitch selection and/or location is unsportsmanlike 

behavior. If, in the judgment of the umpire this behavior is occurring, those responsible 

including any player(s), coach(es), and/or manager shall be ejected from the game.  

  



SOFTBALL CHANGES 

 

Playing Rule 1.15(a) – The Glove [Softball]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Softball 

Mandates a pitcher’s glove shall not be nor have the color of the ball being used in the game 

(Page 65).  

Summary:  

The pitcher’s glove shall be of one solid color or multi-colored as long as the color(s) are not 

the color of the ball being used in the game. A glove that is judged to be distracting is 

illegal.  

 

Playing Rule 1.15(c) and 8.02(a)(2) – The Pitcher [Softball]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Softball 

Allows items to be worn on a pitcher’s glove arm (non-pitching arm) so long as they are of a 

solid, single color: black, white, gray, or uniform color. (Pages 65 and 108).  

Summary:  

Pitchers shall not wear any item on the pitching hand, wrist, or arm. A pitcher may wear 

items on the glove hand, wrist, or arm (non-pitching arm) of a solid single color: black, 

white, grey, or a uniform color. A pitcher shall not wear any items on his/her hands, wrists, 

or arms which the umpire may judge to be distracting. [See also Rule 1.11(j).] 

EXCEPTION: A pitcher may wear a compression sleeve on the pitching arm of a solid, 

single color: black, white, grey, or a uniform color.  

 

Playing Rule 8.01(q) – The Pitcher [Softball]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Softball 

Clarifies the pitcher’s release and follow through must be past the vertical line of the body. 

(Page 107).  

Summary:  

The release of the ball and follow through of the hand and wrist must be forward and past 

the straight, vertical line of the body.  

 

Playing Rule 8.01 NOTE/8.05 NOTE 1 – The Pitcher [Softball]-  

Divisions: Junior/Senior League Softball 

Updates the penalty for a batter hit by a pitch during an illegal pitch for Junior and Senior 

divisions. (Pages 108-109)  

Summary:  

The penalty imposed for violation of all subsections of rule 8.01, with the exception of 

subsection (i), is an illegal pitch. Violation of (i) is ruled as a No Pitch.  

Minor/Major Divisions: The pitch shall be called a ball. If a play follows the illegal pitch, 

the manager of the offense may advise the plate umpire of a decision to decline the illegal 

pitch penalty and accept the play. Such election shall be made immediately at the end of 

the play. However, if the batter hits the ball and reaches first base safely, and if all base 

runners advance at least one base on the action resulting from the batted ball, the play 

proceeds without reference to the illegal pitch.  

Junior/Senior League: The pitch shall be called a ball and all base runners advance one 

base without liability to be put out. If a play follows the illegal pitch, the manager of the 

offense may advise the plate umpire of a decision to decline the illegal pitch penalty and 



accept the play. Such election shall be made immediately at the end of the play. However, if 

the batter hits the ball and reaches first base safely, and if all base runners advance at least 

one base on the action resulting from the batted ball, the play proceeds without reference to 

the illegal pitch.  

NOTE: Minor/Major Divisions: A batter hit by a pitch shall be awarded first base without 

reference to the illegal pitch. Junior/Senior Divisions: A batter hit by a pitch shall be 

awarded first base and all base runners advance one base without reference to the illegal 

pitch.  

 

  



CHALLENGER CHANGES 

 

Regulation I(c) – The League [Challenger] -  

Divisions: All divisions of Challenger 

Allows Challenger League Presidents and Challenger Player Agents to manage, coach, or 

umpire. (Page 29).  

Summary:  

The Board of Directors shall elect a Challenger Division representative and Player Agent, 

and shall approve the appointment of its managers and coaches annually. President may 

manage, coach, or umpire. Player Agent in charge of the Challenger operations may 

manage, coach, or umpire in their respective divisions. As a condition of service to the 

league, all managers, coaches, Board of Directors, members, and any other persons, 

volunteers, or hired workers, who provide regular service to the league and/or have 

repetitive access to, or contact with players or teams, must complete and submit a “Little 

League Official Volunteer Application” to the local league president. Annual background 

screenings must be completed prior to the applicant assuming his/her duties for the current 

season. Refusal to annually submit a fully completed “Little League Official Volunteer 

Application” must result in the immediate dismissal of the individual from the local league. 

(See also Reg. I(d) 6 and 7.)  

 

 

Regulation II(h) Note 1 – League Boundaries [Challenger]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Challenger 

Provides additional clarification when a residency waiver is needed. (Page 34).  

Summary:  

NOTE 1: This waiver is not needed if the player lives in an area outside of the league’s 

boundaries, but within the league’s district or an adjacent district, as defined in Regulation 

II(a), that does not offer the Challenger program.  

  



TOURNAMENT RULES AND GUIDELINES: 

 

 

Responsibility and Chain of Command [Baseball, Softball]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball and Softball  

Updates wording regarding International Tournament behavior and the Tournament 

Committee’s authority. (Page 122 in Baseball, 116 in Softball)  

Summary:  

The Tournament Committee also reserves the right in its sole discretion to impose any 

penalties if, in its judgment, any player, manager, coach, umpire, or other volunteer 

conducts him/herself in any manner, on or off the field, that does not positively reflect the 

high standard Little League holds for sportsmanship, citizenship, and decorum. This includes 

displays of unsportsmanlike conduct, “making a travesty of the game,” or violating any 

rules, regulations, or policies contained herein during the game, at the game site, at any 

other location or time related to the International Tournament. The Committee also reserves 

the right to impose any penalty the Committee deems appropriate if the Committee 

determines action is necessary to correct a situation brought to its attention, regardless of 

the source of that information. The decision of the Tournament Committee is final and 

binding.  

 

Schedules [Baseball, Softball]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball and Softball 

Approved Ruling provides guidance on Modified Double Elimination format. (Page 129 in 

Baseball, 123 in Softball).  

Summary:  

A.R. - A District Administrator may utilize the modified double elimination format for 

Tournament Play. Modified double elimination must use an approved Little League double 

elimination bracket, eliminating the “if” game. No other modification are acceptable.  

 

Tournament Rule 3(e) [Baseball]; Tournament Rule 3(f) [Softball]-  

Divisions: All divisions of Baseball and Softball 

Clarifies that any parties caught stealing and relaying pitch selection will be ejected. (Page 

135 in Baseball, 128 in Softball).  

Summary:  

Each umpire has authority to disqualify any player, coach, manager, or substitute for 

objecting to decisions or for unsportsmanlike conduct or language and to eject such 

disqualified person from the playing field. If an umpire disqualifies a player while a play is in 

progress, the disqualification shall not take effect until no further action is possible in that 

play. The stealing and relaying of signs to alert the batter of pitch selection and/or location 

is unsportsmanlike behavior. If, in the judgment of the umpire this behavior is occurring, 

those responsible including any player(s), coach(es), and/or manager shall be ejected from 

the game.  

 

  



Tournament Rule Rule 12 - RUN RULE: All Divisions of Baseball and Softball 

If at the end of three (3) innings [Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior 

League: four innings], two and one-half innings [Intermediate (50-70) 

Division/Junior/Senior League: three and one-half innings] if the home team is 

ahead, one team has a lead of fifteen (15) runs or more, the manager of the team 

with the least runs shall concede the victory to the opponent. If after four (4) innings 

[Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior League: five innings], three and one-half 

innings [Intermediate (50-70) Division/ Junior/Senior League: four and one-half innings] if 

the home team is ahead, one team has a lead of ten (10) runs or more, the manager of the 

team with the least runs shall concede the victory to the opponent. NOTE: If the visiting 

team has a lead of fifteen (15) or ten (10) runs or more respectively, the home team 

must bat in its half of the inning.  

  

Synopsis: This allows a local league to implement a 15-run rule after three (four innings for 

Intermediate (50-70) Division/Junior/Senior League). This would be mandatory during the 

International Tournament. 

 


