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1. WPRD reserves the right to cancel any and all programs, games, practices, tournaments, special 

events and functions if it determines weather conditions present a hazard to the general public.  

The following events could cause events to  be canceled or postponed (this is not an all-inclusive 

list):  

a. Severe Thunderstorm Warning 

b. Tornado Watch/ Tornado Warning 

c. Special Weather Statements 

d. Winter Weather Advisory 

e. Winter Weather Watch 

f. Winter Storm Watch 

g. Winter Storm Watch/Warning 

h. Flood Warning 

2. The lightning policy to be implemented by coaches, volunteers, or whomever is in charge for 

events (practices, games, etc) is as follows: 

a. 30/30 Rule 

a. If lightning is seen and thunder is heard within thirty (30) seconds of the lightning 

being seen, take shelter, all outdoor events shall be postponed for a minimum of 

thirty (30) minutes and until such time as the threat of lightning under the 30/30 

rule has passed.  After a storm, thirty (30) minutes must elapse before outdoor 

activities can be resumed.  Each observation of either lightning or thunder initiates 

another thirty (30) minute waiting period.  If lightning or severe weather is still 

persistent, the event or function may still be postponed or canceled.  

b. What qualifies as an appropriate shelter: 

i. Inside buildings, hard top vehicles or other lightning protected 

facilities/amenities. 

ii. Only as a last resort seek low laying areas. 

c. What to avoid: 

i. Open areas/isolated trees 

ii. Elevated ground 

iii. Maintenance machinery 

iv. Open top or soft top vehicles 

v. Overhead wires/power lines 

vi. Metal 

vii. Water 

viii. Wire Fences 

 



3. If schools are dismissed early or closed for the day: 

a. If schools are closed or let out early due to inclement weather then all indoor events are 

also cancelled.  This also holds true for Memorial School and any events in that facility.   

4. Decision on events in other towns: 

a. It is the responsibility of the Town/City that the event is taking place to make a decision 

on whether to cancel an event.  Please refer to that Town/City’s website or contact their 

Parks and Recreation Department as to what their cancellation policy is.  

5. Decision on events in Wilbraham: 

a. All decisions on events to be held in Wilbraham, when possible, will be made two (2) 

hours before the scheduled start time.  Information regarding severe weather events 

will be posted on the Sports Hotline, 413 – 596 – 2836, or if applicable that particular 

programs webpage.  At times we may also post it to our Facebook page.     

 

 


