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The Heart of Unionville Playing Rules  

The SPN (Slo-Pitch National) rules will govern the Tournament, with the following exceptions and rules 
re-stated for emphasis. Tournament goes rain or shine. Please show up to the diamond for your game. 
 
1. Discussions will be held at home plate by both captains with the umpire prior to the start of each 

and every game and are to include known injuries, on deck batters and exceptions made by the 
umpire.  

 
2. The official diamond shall have:  

-Bases a distance of 60’ apart    
-The Pitcher must have at least 1 foot within the starting pitching distance of 50-65 feet       after 
the release of the ball 
-Slo-pitch mat will be used 
-Legally pitched ball hitting the plate is a strike 
-Ball size will be 11’ Super Green Dot 0.47 COR 
-Double base will be used at 1st base for all games. 
-Commit line distance is 20 feet from home plate 

 
3. Jewellery is permitted to be worn at the player's own risk. 
 
4. A batter must reach 1st base before a courtesy runner is permitted. A maximum of 5 courtesy 

runners allowed per game, per team. Courtesy runners do not have to be the last out. When 
courtesy runners are used, the same runner may be used more than once.  If a courtesy runner is 
on base and it’s their turn to bat, the courtesy runner on base will be replaced with another 
courtesy runner, therefore, counted as a new runner and added to the maximum of 5 runners.  If 
the team is at a maximum of 5 courtesy runners, the batter will be considered out and the runner 
may stay on base, if there are less than 3 outs. 
 

5. If a player is injured and chooses to leave the game, they cannot come back into the game and they 
are stricken from the line-up. They are not considered an automatic out when their turn at bat 
arises.   

 
6. A regulation game will be 7 innings or have a 1-½ hour time limit.  Home team must bat at the 

bottom of the last inning unless they are ahead by 7 or more runs.  No new inning will begin 
after 1 hour 15 minutes from the beginning of the game. Once an inning has started it must be 
completed. Games may end in a “tie” during tournament.  There will be 6 runs allowed per team 
per inning except for the last inning which the umpire will declare as open.  

 
7. Commitment line will be in effect. Tagging will NOT be allowed between the commitment line and 

the “safe” line at home plate 
 
8. Home Team is decided by a coin toss for all games.  Who calls the head/tail is decided by the 2 

team captains at the home plate. 
 
9. No in-field warm up except the pitcher after the 1st inning. 
 
10. The infield fly rule is in effect. 
 
11. The 3rd strike foul rule is in effect. 
 
12. Batter is out if the bat is thrown. 
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13. A late player may not play if they have missed their position in the batting line-up or after 15 

minutes, whichever comes first.  If the player is late, they may be moved to the end of the lineup, 
as long as it is within the first 15 minutes of the game. 

 
14. There will be an on deck batter at all times, or a strike will be attributed to the batter. 
 
15. There will be open substitution for fielding positions, and a re-entry rule is in effect (meaning a 

player may sit one inning and play the next).  A player who is sitting may not come off the bench 
to replace another player unless serious injury occurs, in which case the injured player must sit 
the rest of the game. The exception will be that a pitcher may leave the mound and go to the 
bench, and be replaced by a pitcher from the bench. 

 
16. Players DO NOT have to sit equally, but no player may sit consecutive innings. 
 
17. Sliding is permitted at 2nd and 3rd bases. 
 
18. Properly covered braces are allowed. 
 
19. Players on each team are to number no more than 14. 
 
20. Each team must have a minimum of 8 players on the diamond or the game will be forfeited. 
 
21. This tournament is for fun and participation. Protests will not be accepted. Decisions of the 

umpires or Heart convenor/Heart committee are final.  
 
22. Semi-final and final games shall be a full 7 innings with no time limit and will have official 

scorekeepers. The 6 run mercy rule per inning is still in effect until the last inning, which the 
umpire will declare as open. The consolation round will be played among the 4 ‘bottom’ teams on 
Sunday.  Players MUST PLAY 2 tournament games to be eligible for the semi-final and final 
games.  In the event of a tie after 7 innings, the international tie-breaker rule shall apply, 
where the last batter from the previous inning starts at second base with one out.  

 
23. Team will earn points as follows: Win=2, Tie=1, Loss=0   A maximum of 7 runs will be used for 

run differential.  e.g.  if final score is 12-2,  the run differential will be recorded as plus 7 for the 
winning team and minus 7 for the losing team. 

 
24. Captains (or volunteers) of both teams are responsible for delivering their score sheet to Karine 

Huffman or any Heart committee member or volunteer at the end of each game.  If only one of the 
score sheets is returned, that shall be the score used.  Please record an MVP for both teams, at 
every game. 

 
25. If teams are tied after regular tournament play, applying the following in order will break the tie:  

1. Head to head between tied teams  2. Run differential in division 3. Run differential between just 
the tied teams. 4.Coin toss. 

 
26. Only registered female team members may be on the field to coach.  
 


