
SEMCL Winter Meeting Minutes 

Meeting called to order at 2 PM 

Present: Clinton (Pine, Reynolds, Reed, Clifton), El Paso (Kostelnick, Kostelnick), Farmer City (Forrest), 
Heyworth (Stielow), LeRoy (Mullis), Lexington (Corkery, Martin, Sharrow), Ridgeview (Maupin, 
Wittenburg) 
 
Absent: Tri-Valley, Gibson City 
 
Kostelnick (El Paso) welcomed Clinton as new member to the SEMCL. Curtis Pine, Jason Reynolds, 
Benjamin Reed, and Del Clifton represented Clinton at the meeting.  
 
Announcements: 
 

SEMCL account balance as of 1/25/15 is $1673.55.   
 

Kostelnick announced that 2015 rule book is now posted on the SEMCL website and should be 
considered final for the upcoming season. New rule changes for 2015 are listed on page 2. 
Towns were encouraged to remind their coaches and umpires to review the new rule changes.  
 

Kostelnick proposed that $500 be allocated for website updates and maintenance for the upcoming 
year, which was approved by a unanimous vote. Several updates to the website will be needed prior to 
the 2015 season, along with clean-up and removal of old schedules, tournament brackets, and out-of-
date information from previous seasons.   
 
Proposed league dues were discussed for the upcoming season. The only projected additional expense 
for the 2015 season is higher costs for 12U tournament umpires given the rule change requiring two 
patched umpires. Steilow proposed increasing the tournament entry fee from $100 to $150 per team for 
12U teams to cover the additional umpire cost. Vote was unanimous in favor of the 2015 league fees, 
which are set to the following:  
 

- $30     Regular-season entry per team 
- $50     Tournament entry – 8U 
- $100   Tournament entry – 10U 
- $150   Tournament entry – 12U 
- $150   Tournament entry--14U 

 
Kostelnick will send a spreadsheet for towns to enter their team numbers so they can calculate their 
total league dues. Towns should bring their league dues to the March scheduling meeting.  
 
Discussion ensued about dates for teams to submit team information, a deadline for tournament bid 
submissions, and the spring scheduling meeting. The following dates were agreed upon: 
 

 March 15, Deadline for all teams to submit team information for the upcoming season 

 March 18, Deadline for submission of all tournament bids 

 March 22, Scheduling meeting in El Paso 
 



Towns should submit the number of teams in each division to Kostelnick by March 15, who will tally all 
teams in advance of the scheduling meeting.  
 
Tournament bids should be sent to Kostelnick, including age division and tournament director contact 
info, no later than March 18. Towns wishing to host more than one tournament should rank the 
tournaments they wish to host in order of preference. Towns will be able to see the number of teams in 
each division before finalizing their tournament bid preferences.  
 
-In case of multiple bids for the same tournament site, the following selection criteria will be used: 
 

-First preference will be given to a town that has no bids for other SEMCL tournaments (boys or 
girls) in 2015 
 
-Second preference will be given to a town that did not host a SEMCL tournament (boys or girls) 
in 2014 
 
-Third preference will be given to a town that hosted fewer SEMCL tournaments (boys or girls) in 
2014  
 
-A coin toss will be the final determination if the other criteria do not resolve the selection  

 
Every effort will be made to determine tournament locations before the scheduling meeting. 
Tournament brackets should be released by tournament directors before the start of the season.  

 
The spring scheduling meeting was set for Sunday, March 22 at 1:00 PM in El Paso. 
 
The following dates for the start of the season and end-of-the season tournaments were agreed upon: 
 

 Saturday, May 16, Opening Day 

 June 25 – July 1, Tournaments 
 
Discussion ensued about trying to schedule more double-headers for 12U girls/boys games as the game 
schedules are developed.  
 
Kostelnick inquired about interest in round robin tournaments (no medals or trophies) at the start of the 
season, with possibly two locations as hosts, each with 3-4 teams. Lexington expressed interest in 
possibly serving as a host site for girls 12U. Tentative date for the round robin tournament is May 16, 
with the possibility of a second round robin tournament with another 3-4 teams later in the season 
(possibly first week in June).   
 
Stielow is working on an umpire/coaching handbook to improve consistency between games and to help 
umpires and coaches understand league rules.  
 
The meeting concluded with a brief Q & A session with Clinton to resolve any additional questions about 
SEMCL as Clinton enters the league.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:40 PM.  


