SLVLL Board Meeting 2/7/07

Called to order at 7:04 by Linda

Attendance – Linda Landers, Karen Barton,  Joe Primeau, Anita Stoddart, ,  Steven Shabry, Shawn Andrews, Randy Gordon, Mardeen Gordon, Ralph Aguayo, Troy Bounds, Greg Cornelison, Mike Olmstead, Guy Peabody, 

Kati Adams, Phil Adams, Brenda Szakacs were in attendance for the beginning of the meeting. 

Minutes – Joe motioned to accept minutes, Randy seconded. Minutes approved.

President’s Report  – Linda did not have a District Meeting.  

Public Comment – Kati Adams attended this meeting to address the process of manager selection.  She had several sheets of paper that she read from. She requested that no one interrupt or comment until she was done speaking.

Kati brought up a series of issues that she felt Linda Landers as president of the league had handled inappropriately. Her biggest issue was the process in manager selection. According to Kati’s interpretation of the Operating Manual, the president should nominate any and all qualified candidates for manager and the board should then vote on the managers.  (Note: the process that was followed was the President appointed/nominated 4 managers for the 4 positions available in the Major League. The board voted on these managers and all 4 were approved. There was a fifth candidate who was not nominated as a Major League manager. )  Kati equated the president’s handling of this situation to that of a dictatorship (although she says this was probably unintentional). Kati also stated that the process that we followed was so seriously in error, that the consequence could be a lawsuit. She said that probably would not happen but if it did the President, Executive Board and the interview committee could be liable and they would have to pay their legal fees. 

Joe advised Linda to not respond immediately. Joe requested that Kati Adams leave her prepared statement with the board but Kati did not feel comfortable doing that at this time. 
Manager Selection Process – This topic was on the agenda at Mardeen’s request. It was discussed immediately after Kati Adams’ public comment. 

Mardeen was very unhappy, in retrospect, with the process of manager selection. She thought that Kati Adams brought up a number of valid points. She felt that feelings were hurt unnecessarily. Mardeen feels that Linda, as well as the rest of the board, did not know the proper procedure.  Linda asked Mardeen if she read the procedures herself or is just going by what Kati told her – she replied she is going by what Kati told her.  Joe stated that we, as a board will look at our process and correct mistakes that might have been made.  . 

Linda did say in response that she read the Operating Manual and she felt that she handled the process appropriately with the exception of speaking to Phil Adams last season in regards to some issues during his tenure as Minor League Yankee Manager.  Linda apologized for not speaking to him about this last season. She (Linda) also stated that she spoke to Rich Young, the District Manager, and he thought the process Linda followed was correct with the exception of not speaking to Phil last season.   

Shawn Andrews asked Kati what would make her happy after the meeting. Kati indicated that she was happy that the board recognized her comments and she felt that the board would acknowledge her concerns. 
Treasurer’s Report – Cathy Herrera was out of town but did email her report to Karen.  Karen passed out copies of the report. There were no questions or comments. Anita motioned that approve the treasurer’s report, Mardeen seconded. 

Scorekeepers Meeting -    – The scorekeepers meetings will be March 3rd and March 4th. Check the website for more information. 

Sponsor Banners – There are currently 20 sponsors. Of those 20, 11 have confirmed and paid. Seven of the 20 sponsors will put up a banner. The money needs to be in by the 2/15/07.

Opening Day – Anita needs a list of announcements. Anita would like board members to show up by 8:30 am on Opening Day.  Pictures start at 8:00.

Snack Bar – The snack bar remodel will take place on 2/10 at 8:30.  We will have to reschedule if it rains.  

Snack Bar Management – During the post season in 2006, Mardeen Gordon had the opportunity to observe snack bars from a number of other fields such as Harvey West, Aptos, and Watsonville. Mardeen gave a brief summary of what these snack bars had to offer. Some of have a deep fat fryer for French fries, etc. some offer students community service for working in the snack bar.  

Public Information - Randy wants to put the rosters and the schedules on the website. Randy wants to make sure that all managers have contacted their players.

Randy will check the legality of putting the names of the players on the website.

Linda will get the schedule to Randy after she is done. 

Randy mentioned putting the umpires and their schedules on the website. Guy and Mark will decide if this is useful. 

Troy motioned to pay $100 renew Leaguelineup Pro. Anita seconded, motion approved.

Miscellaneous – 

 Troy had some questions about players. Troy was directed to talk to Michael Paynter. 

At the end of the meeting, Shawn Andrews told Linda Landers that he felt that she was doing a great job as president. He pointed out that we are all parent volunteers. The board agreed that Linda is doing a great job. 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:45 pm

