
                                                                                                                    
 

 
 
Ship Getting in Shape –  
 
Lucania Midfielder Robin Hart signs with Edmonton Aviators  
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Sean Fraser is piloting a craft that is finally getting off the ground. A stagnant offence was 
creating more than a few bumpy nights for the Edmonton Aviators - frustrating, hair-pulling, 
face-reddening, in-need-of-anger-management games that were taking their toll on the first-year 
A-League team.  
 
They have lost their last two, but with a pair of dramatic wins still fresh in the memory banks, 
the Aviators are still riding, well, maybe not a wave, but at least a swell of momentum.  
 
Fraser, too, is on the upswing. He was goalless through two years in the league coming into this 
season and it took him until the Aviators' 13th game to hit the scoresheet. The two-goal breakout 
against Vancouver, followed by a single tally last Tuesday in Portland have Fraser feeling fine 
about tonight's rematch with the Whitecaps.  
 
"My confidence is really a lot higher," said the Mill Woods Warriors product. "I scored that first 
goal and I was really relieved. I'm more confident dribbling at people because I know the 
chances are going to come. Once you finish that first one, you get that confidence and I'm going 
to keep going."  
 
The Aviators' big comeback win over the Whitecaps, led by Fraser's work, is something the team 
plans on building on to, especially with nine of the last 14 games at home.  
 
"We saw what happened when Chinner (Gordon Chin) got that overtime goal at home and we 
got a lot of support from that," said Fraser. "That momentum will take us into this game. If can 
win our home games and do well on the road, we'll make the playoffs for sure."  
 
New face, Part 1 ...  
 
It's been a long wait for Carmelo Rago Jr. to slip an Aviators jersey on, but the time is drawing 
near.  
 
The 18-year-old Edmonton native, who played in Chile last season, is out training with the team 
and should be ready to see game action by the end of the month after not playing a full 90-
minute game in more than a year.  
 



                                                                                                                    
 
"It's been a long road back. It's good to be back with the guys," said Rago.  
 
Initially thought to be shin splints, Rago was ultimately diagnosed with compartment syndrome 
in his calf that required surgery in February. He started out in Aviators' training camp but the 
problem cropped up again, causing an inflammation in the tendons.  
 
While he opted not to return to South America in his pursuit of a lucrative European deal, Rago 
appreciated the learning experience playing for Puerto Montt where he was a teammate of 
Aviators 'keeper Jose Luis Campi.  
 
"That was a little taste of needing to know what it takes to go play in Europe," said Rago.  
 
"It's awesome to play here, but obviously I'd love to take it to a higher level."  
 
New face, Part 2 ... 
 
Though Rago will need a little more recovery time before he gets on the pitch, newcomer Robin 
Hart should likely slide right in tonight.  
 
Hart was cut by the club in training camp - a victim of the local/import ratio - but he's returned to 
fill a spot in the midfield and didn't look like he'd missed a beat at yesterday's training session.  
 
The 26-year-old Winnipeg native, who starred with Ottawa in the CPSL, has an eye on bringing 
a little spunk and spirit to the Aviators.  
 
"I'm happy to be back with the boys, see if I can help them out a bit," said Hart, who had a stint 
with the Trinidad & Tobago under-23 team.  
 
Strong finish 
 
With just two games to go in their inaugural W-League season, the Aviator women's team is 
looking to finish up with a bang, beginning tonight against the Calgary Wildfire.  
 
"We're looking at it that if we can pick up six points from our last two games we'll have a good 
chance of finishing third (in the Western Conference)," said head coach Janine Helland.  
 
"We felt we had good opportunities to knock off both Seattle and Vancouver and they were the 
only teams to beat us by more than one goal.  
 
"If we can finish third, we know where we'll stand - right behind the two best teams."  
 
The Aviators will wrap up their campaign Friday night against the Denver Lady Cougars in a 
matchup on the artificial turf at Foote Field. 


