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LUCANIA, THE perennial powerhouse of the local soccer scene, first took to the field in 1971.
But back in those days, there might have been a little more emphasis placed on pasta than
playmaking.

The team was put together by a bunch of us soccer-crazy Italians who missed the teams we
cheered for back in Italy, says Mike Nardiello , who played striker for Lucania from 1971 to
1981 and now manages the team.

We named the team for Muro Lucano, the region of Italy where we were from. In those days,
there was a festival atmosphere around the team. People from the region came out to watch us all
the time. We became their team. After games, someone would volunteer to cook for the players,
always a big feast. The spirit of Lucania grew out of that.

Today, Lucania is a juggernaut, a dynasty that continues on with the consistency of a Timex.
Sure, there are contenders and pretenders to the throne, but no team can match the hardware in
the Lucania trophy case.

While the Sons of Italy grabbed the MSA Cup this year, Lucania took everything else, including
the Super Soccer Alliance (SSA) league title with a 12-2-1 record. They followed that up
recently with the SSA playoff championship, a 4-2 victory over Thistle.

It was a satisfying way to end a year where we had a couple of disappointing setbacks, says
Nardiello, who owns the team along with his uncles, Jerry and Joe Rondinone .

The setbacks he refers to included a semi-final loss in the MSA Cup to archrival Sons of Italy.
They battled to a 2-2 draw, but lost on penalty kicks. Another setback was dropping their first
league game this season after going undefeated in their previous 38 matches, including last year's
17-0-1 record. Thistle snapped Lucania's streak, but Nardiello says the loss was a rallying point
for his team.

When you're the team to beat, the other teams always bring out their best game against you.
That's why we always look for character first when we are recruiting new players. We don't
always take the most talented and the most skilled, he says. We have a tradition here with
Lucania, and keeping that tradition going is not an easy task.

The Lucania tradition includes five MSA Cup championships and a national championship in
1987. They've also taken the bronze at the nationals in 1989, 1991 and 1997.



Over the years, the Italian influence on Lucania has given way to a more multi-ethnic look. A
United Nations on turf, you might say.

If you're a good player, you're a good player. The team isn't as Italian as it once was, but we still
go for pizza to celebrate a victory, says Nardiello. Lucania is currently bolstered by a mix of
veterans and newcomers to the Super Soccer Alliance. The team has recently gone to a youth
movement, reducing the average age of the roster to 25 from the early to mid-30s.

Adding youth at the right time is one of the keys to our success, Nardiello insists. I take a lot of
time going around to different leagues to see who can help me.

Not that a lot of help is needed, when you can field a team of former Winnipeg Fury players like
Marcello Paolucci , Desi Clarke and Kevin Antonio in the midfield, boast defenders like Bill
Klymchuk and Constantine Ignat , and have a striker like Herb Blackwood find the net 14 times
in 15 league games.

Still, in Nardiello's mind it is the nationals - the Umbro Challenge Cup - that remain the one
major goal. He still vividly recalls Kevin Methot scoring the lone goal in Lucania's 1-0 win over
British Columbia back in 1987.


