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SEAN Mooney calls his time with the Tranmere Rovers, a Second Division professional club in
England, "the best soccer experience" he's ever had.

"During his time here, Sean played a couple of games for our under-17 team managing to score
three goals, showing good pace, strength and was very clever and bright in possession, having a
very good eye for (the) goal," wrote John McMahon, Tranmore's reserve team manager/youth
coach in a letter of recommendation he sent to Mooney shortly after he returned to Winnipeg last
fall. "He is a delight to work with and is always very attentive."

In October, Mooney will be moving to Ithaca, New York to attend Cornell University. He will be
studying engineering and playing midfield for the NCAA Division One school's Big Red soccer
team, which plays in the Ivy League. While Cornell does not award full athletic scholarships,
Mooney says he will be receiving "significant: financial aid/support from the university."

"I've known Sean for three years, since he began training with us at age 15," says Mike
Nardiello, owner/manager of Lucania in the Premier Division of the Manitoba Major Soccer
League. "He's gone from a skinny little guy to a well conditioned athlete. He's very dedicated
and ambitious. He works very hard."

Besides playing for Lucania last season, Mooney, 18, was also on the Manitoba U-18 soccer
squad that took silver at the Western Canada Summer Games here. He was also a high school all-
star with Miles Macdonell Collegiate, two time winners of the provincial high school soccer
championship.

Mooney's route to Tranmere began a few years ago at a local youth soccer clinic conducted by
McMahon, who encouraged Mooney to work on a couple of "technical things" to help improve
his game.

"He said if I got better to come over in a few years to try out for his youth team," says Mooney,
who credits his hard work at Elite Performance Centre with helping transform him into such a fit
performer.

Last year, with the assistance of local soccer coach Peter Corcorane, Mooney finally flew to his
date with destiny.

"Tranmere gave me a week of trials," says Mooney,



In his first game on a rainy day against the Portbale youth team, Mooney scored two goals.

"That was the highlight for me. I loved it. I got elbowed in the face by an opposition player. It's a
lot tougher game than here. It's more intense," says the 5-foot-8, 155-pound athlete, who works
as a server at Earl's Restaurant on Main Street.

"On my best day, I could play with them. But their top players were a step up. That comes from
playing the game at that level all the time."

Mooney is currently training several times a week at Elite and with Lucania in preparation for
the upcoming outdoor soccer season and his debut in the Ivy League. Mooney also has his sights
set farther down the road.

"I'd love to come out after graduation and play pro soccer in the U.S. or Canada."


