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The average footballer would be tickled pink to play in just one national championship. Next
week in Saskatoon the veteran goalkeeper for Lucania will be playing in not his first, not his
second, but his third senior national soccer championship.

Hooper, 37, was a member of Lucania in 1987 when the team won a gold medal and was still
around in 1989 when they returned to the nationals and won bronze. He fully understands just
how fortunate he has been.

``Not many guys get a chance to play in one nationals. This is my third and for some guys on the
team it's their fourth or fifth. You're never certain when there's going to be another chance,'' he
said.

``You never like to think of it being your last chance. You just want to make the best of it while
it's still happening.''

If this proves to be Hooper's final trip to the nationals it will be one to remember.

Lucania won the MSA Cup to represent Manitoba at the nationals. The club also finished the
regular season in first place in the Molson Super Soccer Alliance, won the Winnipeg and
Thunder Bay tournaments and is undefeated this season 18-0-2 in league play, 18-0-2 in
tournament play. And last weekend they beat Italia Juventus of Thunder Bay to win the MSSA
championship final.

Bobby McMahon, the rookie head coach of Lucania, says he couldn't have written a better script
for this season.

``Things went better than I could have expected. Going into the season you hope to win a couple
of trophies and we've already won (five). To go 36 games and win 32 and tie four is
tremendous.''

McMahon said at the beginning of the season he looked forward to the pressure that comes along
with taking over such a successful franchise. He isn't changing his tune now.

He says Lucania's undefeated record is a boon, not a burden.



``It's the best thing in the whole world. Don't believe anyone who tells you losing takes the
pressure off you. To be unbeaten, that's a great kind of pressure,'' McMahon said.

``It's nice and it's gratifying. But losing a league game, if it happens it happens. The trophy is
much more important than an unbeaten streak.''

McMahon was still playing regularly for Lucania when they won gold in 1987. He says the
difference between that year's team and this year's club is experience.

Six members of Lucania are still around from the 1987 season including Hooper, Chris Harris,
Keith Ferbers, Vinny Sartor, Mark Edwards and Kevin Methot, who won this year's MSSA
scoring championship.

``I think this is probably the most experienced team to ever come out of Manitoba. I certainly
can't think of any other team to come out of the province and bring back bronze and gold. I think
that's a real advantage to us,'' he said.

McMahon said the play of the club's rookies and backups who joined the team throughout the
year was also important in Lucania getting to where it is. When injuries occured he was able to
substitute players and the club didn't skip a beat.

Lucania knocked off Portuguese in two games straight in the MSA Cup final series, 4-1 and 5-0.
Although McMahon had expected a tougher struggle he said it was closer than the final scores
indicated.

``The difference is we scored on our early chances. Early goals are very valuable,'' he said. ``We
played very well in the Cup final. When we play well I don't think there's any team locally than
can play with us.''

Nationally it's a different story. Hooper says Lucania will have to pick up their play when they
get to the nationals.

``All the teams there (at the nationals) are good. The team from B.C. has six or seven players
from CSL clubs. Plus Ontario and Alberta are always tough. You can't afford to make a mistake.
One loss and you're out of it,'' he said.

``I think we're a better team than we were in '87. But we don't know what the other teams are like
out there, what we'll be playing against.''


