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OUR MOTTO:
“IT IS EASIER TO BUILD A BOY THAN FIX A MAN”




MEMBERS,

MISSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL HAS BEEN BUILT OVER THE PAST 49 YEARS WITH THE CONCEPT
OF TEAM WORK; WE STEADFASTLY BELIEVE THAT TOGETHER WE ARE BETTER ABLE TO
PROVIDE OUR INDIVIDUAL COMMUNITIES WITH YOUTH PROGRAMS THAT ARE SECOND TO
NONE.

OUR VALUES ARE:

1. INTEGRITY, HONESTY, FAIRNESS AND RESPECT.
2. OUR DESIRE IS THAT SAFETY IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE.

3. LEAGUE DEVELOPMENT, OUR FUTURE DEPENDS ON OUR ABILITY TO MAKE OUR
INDIVIDUAL LEAGUES SUCCESSFUL; OUR ASSOCIATION WILL BE PROACTIVE AND EASY
TO DO BUSINESS WITH. WE WILL OFFER EXPERT KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICAL
SOLUTIONS TO BENEFIT OUR LEAGUES, PLAYERS AND OUR COMMUNITIES, AND WE
WILL DELIVER ON OUR PROMISES BY WORKING TOGETHER.

4. LEAGUE ENGAGEMENT, WE WILL FOSTER A CULTURE THAT PROMOTES EXCELLENT
PERFORMANCE, TEAMWORK, INCLUSION, LEADERSHIP, SPORTSMANSHIP AND
GROWTH.

5. INNOVATION, WE WILL ALWAYS SEEK A BETTER WAY, WE WILL ENCOURAGE CHANGE
AND SEEK THE OPPORTUNITY IT BRINGS.

OUR VISION AND OUR GOAL WILL ALWAYS BE “A BETTER, SAFER, MORE ENJOYABLE WAY
TO PROVIDE OUR YOUTH AND OUR COMMUNITIES WITH THE HIGHEST CALIBER YOUTH
ASSOCIATION POSSIBLE AND TO ALWAYS BE WORKING TO IMPROVE, IN EVERY AREA, EVERY
YEAR.”

THIS IS OUR VISION, OUR HOPE, OUR DREAM, AND THIS IS WHAT WE HAVE IN THE PAST
AND WILL CONTINUE IN THE FUTURE TO DEDICATE OUR ASSOCIATION TO.

MAY GOD BLESS EACH AND EVERY ONE YOU FOR YOUR COMMITMENT TO THE YOUTH IN
YOUR AREA, | TRULY BELIEVE THAT AS LONG AS WE REMEMBER TO PUT THE “YOUTH” IN
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FRONT OF THE WORD FOOTBALL WE WILL IMPACT OUR YOUTH AND COMMUNITIES IN A
POSITIVE MANNER AND WE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

LESTER IVY PRESIDENT/COMMISSIONER
MISSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC.

MISSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED IS A MISSISSIPPI, NOT FOR
PROFIT CORPORATION; IT IS GOVERNED BY A BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS SELECTED
ANNUALLY BY THE OUTGOING BOARD.

THE BOARD DELEGATES DAY TO DAY OPERATIONS TO VARIOUS OFFICERS IT DESIGNATES.

MYFAI MEMBERSHIP IS MADE UP OF LEAGUES PROPERLY ADMITTED AND IN CURRENT
GOOD STANDING WITH MYFAI. PARTICIPATION BY YOUTH WILL ONLY BE ALLOWED
THROUGH THESE MEMBER LEAGUES. ALL MYFAI MEMBER LEAGUES MUST ENSURE THE
MYFAI AUTHORIZED REGISTRATION FORM IS COMPLETED AND SIGNED BY PARENTS OR
GUARDIANS BEFORE A PLAYER IS ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE.

TO BE CLEAR, ALL PLAYERS, COACHES, AND PARENTS PARTICIPATE IN MYFAI ACTIVITIES
ONLY THROUGH THEIR LOCAL LEAGUES. BY PARTICIPATING IN ACTIVITIES, EACH LEAGUE
AGREES IT WILL BE IN TOTAL COMPLIANCE OF ALL RULES OF MYFAI. FURTHER, EACH
LEAGUE AGREES TO MAINTAIN THIS COMPLIANCE BY ALL ITS PARTICIPANTS.

IN THE EVENT A RULES VIOLATION OCCURS, EACH LEAGUE AGREES MYFAI WILL INTERPRET THE
RULES AND DETERMINE APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT, AS NECESSARY. MEMBER LEAGUES
AGREE THE APPEAL PROCESS CONTAINED IN THESE RULES WILL BE THE ONLY METHOD OF
DISPUTING MYFAI'S RULE INTERPRETATION AND/OR PUNISHMENT. ONCE THE PROCESS
DETAILED IN THESE RULES IS COMPLETE, THE MEMBER LEAGUES AGREE TO IMPLEMENT THE
DIRECTIVES OF THE LEAGUE, OR WITHDRAW AS MEMBERS OF THE LEAGUE. AS
CONSIDERATION FOR BEING ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN MYFAI, EACH LEAGUE WAIVES ANY
RIGHT IT MAY HAVE TO SUBMIT ANY DISAGREEMENT OVER RULES, INTERPRETATIONS OF THE
RULES OR PUNISHMENT TO A COURT OF LAW OR EQUITY. FURTHER, EACH MEMBER LEAGUE,
AS CONSIDERATION FOR PARTICIPATION IN MYFAI, AGREES TO REIMBURE MYFAI FOR ANY
LEGAL FEES INCURRED AS A RESULT OF SUIT BY THAT MEMBER LEAGUE OR A PARTICIPANT

MEMBER THEREOF.
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MYFAI BOARD OF DIRECTORS IS MADE UP OF THE PRESIDENT OF EACH MEMBER LEAGUE.

OUR OFFICIAL YEAR BEGINS FEBRUARY 1 OF EACH YEAR.

EACH MEMBER LEAGUE SHALL BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT IN WRITING ITS PRESIDENT EACH
YEAR NO LATER THAN THE FIRST SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE YEAR.

THE PRESIDENT/COMMISSIONER OF MYFAI SHALL CALL AN ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE FIRST OF THE YEAR.
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MISSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC.

2016 MEMBER TEAMS
League Director HOME CELL E-MAIL
Bassfield Bobby Wilson 601-441-3610 | Blwilsonbeatl@aol.com
Bay Springs Jerry Crawford 601-670-6510 Da_shawn_98@yahoo.com
Brooklyn Aaron Hoelzer 601-964-0526 601-543-7449 Aaronh529@hotmail.com
Carthage Jamie Ball 951-4600 Mook1975@att.net
Collins FB Director Lorel Firle 601-517-2055 firleglover@yahoo.com
Collins President Dana Jenkins 601-415-2250 | collinsyouthsports@gmail.com
Columbia Ricky Franklin 662-402-3868 | wattabigstar@gmail.com
Crystal Springs Stanley Wheeler 951-4198 slwheeler@att.net
Dixie Ryan Brown 601-606-8955 Rynol4two@yahoo.com
Hattiesburg Myron Lott 601-596-4032 601-606-0182 mlott@hattiesburgms.com
Hazlehurst Shirley Sandifer 894-3225 754-1208 beasshirley@att.net
Hazelhurst Nannett Thurmon SECRETARY nthurmon@bellsouth.net
Heidelberg Monroe Hales 601-935-0190 Monroe_hales@yahoo.com
Hopewell Patrick Cooper 601-517-3849 | 601-517-9370 Shanamickel03141980@gmail.com
Kemper Co. Leroy Doss 662-610-2227 dossleroy@gmail.com
Lexington Sherrie Reeves 662-683-8053
Lauderdale Co. B&G Reginald Rome 601-227-1897 Reginald_rhome03@yahoo.com
Lake Robert Savell 601-919-7924 rsavell@eccc.edu
Laurel Marquin Bivins 601-310-1137 marquinbivins@aol.com
Leaksville Fredrick Johnson 601-394-3773 CME2287@hotmail.com
Lumberton Stanley McGowan | 601-796- 5355 601-606- StanleyMcgowan22@yahoo.com
4165
Mize Lester Ivy 733-0505 466-0678 DragoDawg51@aol.com
Meridian James Harbour 601-701-7567 Yhel826@gmail.com
Monticello Greg Sutton 601-506-9021 Gregsutton6516@att.net
Morton Billy Meeks 601-732-6252 mortonrecreation@yahoo.com
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Mt. Olive Delmas Eubanks 517-6011 Brendaeubanks74@gmail.com
North Forrest John Weathersby 601-577-1223 Jweathersby80@gmail.com
Newton Allen Tillman 601-880-3113 Corbinlson@yahoo.com
Newton County Clifton Mapp 416-3892 mappclifton@gmail.com

Oak Grove Chris Sterling 601-520-0050 Cdsterling_33@yahoo.com
Pelahatchie Louis Macklin 601-759-0334 Louis44.lm1@gmail.com
Petal Teddy Heintz 601-467-5063 Tskl5797@gmail.com
Philadelphia Linda Johnson 728-0800 philadelphiayouthfootball@gmail.com
Edwards
Poplaville President | Mike Sargent 601-2972923 Partsman567@gmail.com
Poplarville FB Pres. Jameson Pearson 454-989-8906 juicebyjameson@gmail.com
Picayune Josh Robinson 601-347-1535 Sippiboy49@yahoo.com
PRC Benyji Bellelo 985-215-9231 benjibellelo@yahoo.com
Puckett Samuel Thurman 601-405-4417 Stwin19@yahoo.com
Prentiss Daryhl Hartzog 792-8526 517-5620 daryhlh@gmail.com
Purvis Aaron Nicholas 601-818-7457 | 601-818-7457 anicholas@eagletran.com
Quitman Johnny Dear 776-0035 527-6606 aandj981@bellsouth.net
Raleigh Otis Seaberry 782-9429 601-954-4833 | Oseaber@gapac.com
Perry County Randy Smith 601-596-6989 Smithjrk9@gmail.com
Scott Central Terry Lofton 769-274-1250 | Alofton99@yahoo.com
Seminary Danny Williamson 408-5114 408-5114 drwmsn@att.net
Stringer Chris Tullos 670-0223 titandirectionaldrilling@yahoo.com
Simpson Co. Nick Floyd 601-260-9143 601-382-1156 nfloyd8655@aol.com
Sumrall Brandon Forrester 601-543-2410 | bforrester@forrest.k12.ms.us
Taylorsville Tyrone Keyes 601-422-5482 Tkeyes1976@gmail.com
Waynesboro Virgil Gamdy 601-410-7417 410-7201 wghnursingadm@waynegeneralhospital.org
2016 OFFICERS
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AND OFFICIALS

OFFICE-DUTY Name Home Cell

President /Commis Lester Ivy 466-0678 Dragodawgbl@aol.com

Sr Vice Commis. Johnny Dear 776-0035 527-6606 aandj981@bellsouth.net
Vice Commissioner Tom Polk 601-543-5279 traypolk@aol.com

Vice Commissioner J.L. Breazeale 583-8462 543-6518 ilbreazeale@bellsouth.net
Vice Commissioner Paul Walley 788-6267 408-0270 PaulWalley@aol.com
Vice Commissioner Charles Westerfield 527-4818 cwesterfield@emepa.com

Vice Commissioner Tony Fimiano 601-550-1898 Tony.Fimiano@yahoo.com

Vice Commissioner Michael Brown 601-795-1528 Michaelbrown143@hotmail.com
Vice Commissioner Ken Ferrell 310-4330 Seahunt172003@yahoo.com
Assigning Referee JJ Williamson 765-4422 765-3558 jncw1964@yahoo.com
Assigning Referee ML Pittman 736-4076 441-3793 MaryPittman@bellsouth.net
Assigning Referee Jackie Hathorne 264-7727 sgab2416@hotmail.com
Assigning Referee Steve Galistel 934-7214 ref kb@yahoo.com
Klye George USM-Marketing 266-6866 205-529-7916 Kyle.george@usm.edu
Jason Daily USM-Events 266-6492 Jason.daily@usm.edu
USA Football Mike Cuzzone 630-433-6697 317-614-7738 mcuzzone@usafootball.com

Georges Sporting
Goods

Jay Purvis

425-1138

georges.sportinggoods@yahoo.com

Web Page www.leaguelineup.com/myf
Facebook Page www.facebook.com/MississippiYouthFootball
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e MEMBERS WISHING TO HAVE ANNOUNCMENTS, ARTICALS OR OTHER THINGS PUBLISHED ON
OUR WEB PAGE SHOULD CONTACT JL BREZEALE

OFFICERS

A. PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

SHALL BE ELECTED TO THREE YEAR TERMS.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL SUBMIT THEIR NOMINATIONS TO THE SR OFFICERSS,
( PRESIDENT/ COMMISSIONER, OR SR. VICE- COMMISSIONER), AS DIRECTED BY THE
PRESIDENT, WHO SHALL SUBMIT A BALLOT OF CANDIDATES APPROVED BY THE BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS, AFTER THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS DETERMINE EACH
CANDIDATE HAS MET THE REQUIRMENTS OF THE OFFICE.

All candidates shall be reviewed by the board of commissioners and be approved before
they are placed on the ballot. All candidates shall meet or exceed the following
minimum requirements:
e Must have demonstrated a successful commitment to
community services through youth sports activities.
e Must have been actively involved with MYFAI for at least 10
years
e Must agree to a complete back ground check, and have no
past criminal record
e Must have served as President of a member league.
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A. COMMISSIONER

1. THE COMMISSIONER SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT. THE PRESIDENT
MAY, AT HIS DISCRETION, ALSO SERVE AS COMMISSIONER.

2. THE SITTING BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS SHALL CONFIRM THE NOMINATION BY A
MINIMUM OF 51% OR REQUEST THE PRESIDENT RECONSIDER HIS NOMINATION.

3. THE COMMISSIONER OR SR. VICE COMMISSIONER SHALL ASSUME THE OFFICE OF
THE PRESIDENT IN THE EVENT THAT THE SITTING PRESIDENT CANNOT FULFILL

THE DUTIES OF HIS OFFICE FOR ANY REASON.

B. SENIOR VICE COMMISSIONER

1. THE SENIOR VICE-COMMISSIONER SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE COMMISSIONER
AND SERVES AT THE COMMISSIONERS WILL AND PLEASURE.

2. THE SR. VICE-COMMISSIONER MUST BE CONFIRMED BY THE PRESIDENT.

3. THE SENIOR VICE-COMMISSIONER SHALL ACT AS THE CHIEF ADVISER TO THE
COMMISSIONER.

4. THE SENIOR VICE -COMMISSIONER SHALL ASSUME THE DUTIES OF THE
COMMISSIONER IN THE EVENT HE BECOMES UNABLE TO COMPLETE HIS TERM, OR

IN THE EVENT HE CANNOT ATTEND ANY MEETING OR EVENT.

C. VICE COMMISSIONERS

1. THERE SHALL BE AT LEAST THREE VICE-COMMISIONERS, AND THERE
MAY BE A NUMBER EQUAL TO THE NUMBER OF DISTRICTS THAT
MAKE UP THE ASSOCIATION, SOLELY AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
COMMISSIONER
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2. THE VICE-COMMISSIONERS SHALL BE ELECTED OR APPOINTED BY THE
COMMISSIONER TO SERVE 3-YEAR TERMS.

3. THE VICE-COMMISSIONERS SHALL ACT AS AN ADVISER TO THE COMMISSIONER,
AND THE PRESIDENT AND ASSIST IN THE OPERATION OF THE LEAGUE AS DIRECTED
BY THE COMMISSIONER.

4. THE MOST SENIOR VICE-COMMISSIONER SHALL ASSUME THE DUTIES OF THE SR.
VICE COMMISSIONER IN THE EVENT THAT HE IS UNABLE TO COMPLETE HIS TERM,

OR HAS TO ASSUME THE DUTIES OF THE COMMISSIONER.
D. AT LARGE VICE COMMISSIONER(S)

1. ANY NUMBER OF AT LARGE VICE-COMMISSIONER(S) MAY BE APPOINTED BY THE
PRESIDENT /COMMISSIONER TO SERVE IN SPECIAL AREAS OF EXPERTISE WHICH
ARE REQUIRED TO EFFICIENTLY AND EFFECTIVELY RUN THE ASSOCIATION. THEY
ARE APPOINTED AND SERVE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
PRESIDENT/COMMISSIONER .

2. THESE VICE-COMMISSIONER(S) REPORT DIRECTLY TO THE PRESIDENT AND/OR
THE COMMISSIONER AND SHALL BE ASSIGNED TO WORK IN THEIR FIELD OF
EXPERTISE, WHETHER AS ADVISOR, OR ADMINISTRATOR.

3. THESE VICE-COMMISSIONER(S) SHALL INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO, LEGAL
AFFAIRS, FINANCIAL AFFAIRS, MEDICAL ADVISOR, PUBLIC RELATIONS AND OR
OTHER ADVISOR OR ADMINISTRATIVE ROLES.

4. THESE OFFICERS SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE REQUIREMENT OF ACTIVE
PARTICIPATION FOR THE PREVIOUS THREE YEARS, AND MAY OR MAY NOT BE
ACTIVE IN ALL AREAS OF THE ASSOCIATION AT ANY TIME, EXCEPT AS REQUIRED TO

PERFORM TASK ASSOCIATED WITH THEIR EXPRESS AREAS OF EXPERTISE.
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5. EXCEPT WHEN ACTING AS PRESIDENT OF A LEAGUE, THEY SHALL BE ALLOWED
TO VOTE ON GENERAL MATTERS COMING BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
M1issiSSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL, HOWEVER THEY SHALL BE LIMITED TO ONE VOTE

ON ANY MATTER.

E. DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES

1. May be appointed by the President, Commissioner or the Sr. Vice Commissioner
as needed.

2. Any Vice Commissioner may request to have a district rep appointed if they
desire, or need one to assist them.

3. They may assist during weigh in’s, BUT must be over seen by an association officer
who is onsite at the time of the weigh in.

4., THESE MEMBERS SHALL ASSIST THE COMMISSIONER AND VICE COMMISSIONERS IN
INVESTIGATING COMPLAINTS AND PROTESTS, HEADING PROJECTS, ASSISTING NEW LEAGUES,

ASSISTING WITH SCHEDULING, AND OTHER DUTIES AS DIRECTED BY THE COMMISSIONERS.

F.BOARD OF APPEALS

Any major disciplinary actions i.e., expulsion from the league, or
game results reversed, may be appealed for just cause in writing to
the Commissioner within 72 hours of the ruling handed down. The
commissioner will forward the appeal to the board of appeals
chairman who will then appoint two other disinterested persons to
serve as an appeals board for the ruling. Said appeals board will act
as a supreme court, considering only the ruling as it applies to
MYFAI rules pertaining to the infraction. This board shall have the
power to interpret the rule as written in the rules book and cannot
make changes to or add rules to the rules book. The President or
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Commissioner will appoint an appeals board chairman. The board
will consist of 3 persons, 2 of which will be chosen by the Chairman
at his sole discretion from the following list of disinterested persons.

Paul Walley- Attorney at Law, former President, MYFAI Vice
Commissioner, Former Coach, Life Time Achievement recipient.

Larry Sellers - Business owner, Former President, Commissioner of
the Rookie League, Association Vice Commissioner and Coach. Life
Time Achievement recipient.

Ken Farrel- Federal Probation Officer, Former league President, Vice
Commissioner and coach. Life Time Achievement recipient.

Kelly Sanners- Media reporter, TV, radio and newspaper. Coach and
advisor to the Commissioner. Life Time Achievement recipient.

Rocky Shiers- Former bank president, league President, Vice
Commissioner, MYFAI treasurer.

JJ Williamson - Park and Rec manager, referee and assigning
referee, Life Time achievement award recipient.

Steve Galistel - Assigning Referee.
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[I. MEMBERSHIP
A. MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS

1. MississipPl YOUTH FOOTBALL, INC. (MIssSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC.).
MEMBERS CONSIST OF LOCAL COMMUNITY FOOTBALL LEAGUES. ALL NEW MEMBERS WILL BE
CONSIDERED FOR MEMBERSHIP ACCORDING TO THE PROVISIONS SET FORTH IN THE BY-LAWS OF
MissiSSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC. INDIVIDUAL PARTICIPANTS, COACHES AND

PARENTS ARE NOT MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION.

2. BYAPPLYING FOR AND ACCEPTING MEMBERSHIP IN THIS ASSOCIATION ALL MEMBERS AGREE TO
FOLLOW THE RULES OF MISSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC., AND AGREE THAT THEY
INSTITUTE AND ADMINISTER FINES, PENALTIES, SUSPENSIONS OR EXPULSIONS FOR VIOLATIONS OF

ANY RULES, EITHER GAME OR ETHICAL IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE RULES.

3. EACH MEMBER LEAGUE MAY FORM ITS OWN INDIVIDUAL SET OF RULES AND REGULATIONS.
HOWEVER, THEY MUST MEET OR EXCEED THOSE SET FORTH BY MISSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL

ASSOCIATION, INC.

4. EACH MEMBER LEAGUE MUST ELECT OR APPOINT A PRESIDENT; THE PRESIDENT SHALL BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL ACTIONS OF THE LEAGUE, ITS OFFICERS, COACHES, AND FANS FROM

MissiSSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC.’S STANDPOINT.

5. SHOULD ANY MEMBER LEAGUE BECOME UNABLE TO APPOINT OR ELECT A PRESIDENT FOR ANY
REASON THE PRESIDENT MAY ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PRESIDENT, OR APPOINT A

PROXY, UNTIL SUCH TIME AS ONE MAY BE DULY ELECTED OR APPOINTED.

6. EACH MEMBER LEAGUE HAS A RESPONSIBILITY TO CONDUCT THEIR BUSINESS AFFAIRS IN AN
ETHICAL AND HONEST WAY, WHICH WILL REFLECT POSITIVELY ON THEIR LEAGUE, YOUTH SPORTS

AND MIsSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC.

MYFAI 2017



7. ANY PARENT, PLAYER, OR CONCERNED MEMBER OF THE COMMUNITY MAY SUBMIT TO THE
COMMISSIONER ANY UNFAIR, UNSAFE, OR UNETHICAL ACTIONS TAKEN BY A LEAGUE OR MEMBERS OF
A LEAGUE. THE COMMISSIONER SHALL BE REQUIRED TO INVESTIGATE AND ACT ON ALL SUCH
COMPLAINTS. THE MEMBER LEAGUE MUST FURNISH ALL INFORMATION REQUESTED, IN A TIMELY
MANNER, TO THE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER UPON REQUEST, FAILURE TO FULLY AND IN A

TIMELY MANNER MAY RESULT IN THE LOSS OF PARTICIPATION PRIVILEGES BY THE MEMBER LEAGUE.

8. EACH MEMBER, NEW MEMBERS INCLUDED, WILL BE ASSESSED A FEE OF $2.00 PER CHILD ON
THEIR ROSTERS, SAID FEE WILL BE TO THE COMMISSIONER OR HIS DESIGNATED AGENT NO LATER

THAN ONE WEEK AFTER THE MEMBER’S FIRST HOME GAME, OR MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH
PRESIDENT/ COMMISSONER FOR HARDSHIP EXTENSION. FAILURE TO COMPLY WILL RESULT

IN THE OFFENDING LEAGUE REMOVED FROM ALL POST SEASON PLAY.

9. EACH MEMBER WILL SUBMIT COMPLETE TEAM ROSTERS THAT INCLUDE COACHES AND PLAYERS
NAME, AGE, JERSEY NUMBER, AND OFFICIAL WEIGHT ALONG WITH THE BIRTH CERTIFICATE,
REGISTRATION FORM AND PHOTOGRAPH OF EACH PLAYER LISTED ON THE ROSTER TO BE STAMPED AT
“OFFICIAL WEIGH-IN". TWO CHEERLEADER COACHES NAMES, (IF APPLICABLE), FOR EACH TEAM
MUST BE ON THE OFFICIAL ROSTER. THERE WILL BE NO ADDITIONS THE ROSTER AFTER THE SECOND
OFFICIAL WEIGH IN DAY. COPIES OF ACKNOWLEDGED ROSTERS MUST BE EXCHANGED BETWEEN
OPPOSING COACHES AT MID-FIELD DURING THE COIN TOSS CEREMONY IN THE PRESENCE OF THE

OFFICIALS.

THE PRESIDENT OF EACH LEAGUE IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CORRECTNESS OF THE ROSTER.
MISREPRESENTATION OF A PLAYER’S NAME, AGE, WEIGHT OR ANY MATERIAL FACT MAY RESULT
IN PUNISHMENT DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY THE COMMISSIONER AFTER TAKING ALL FACTORS

INTO CONSIDERATION.
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10. ALL NEW LEAGUES REQUESTING MEMBERSHIP IN MYFAI MUST SERVE A ONE SEASON
PROBATIONARY PERIOD, BUT WILL BE REQUIRED TO PAY THE MEMBERSHIP FEE OF $2.00 PER
ROISTERED PLAYER. AFTER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING THE FIRST SEASON, THE BOARD OF
DIRECTORS MAY VOTE AT THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING OR BY SPECIAL EMAIL BALLOT, TO ACCEPT
OR DENY FULL MEMBERSHIP. MEMBERSHIP, ALONG WITH FULL VOTING AND ALL OTHER BENEFITS
SHALL BE AWARDED TO ALL NEW LEAGUES MEETING THE CONDITIONS STATED ABOVE AND

ATTAINING A 90% POSITIVE VOTE OF A QUORUM CONSISTING OF MYFAI MEMBERS.

11. ANY ASSOCIATION FOUND TO BE IN MULTIPLE OR CHRONIC VIOLATION OF MYFAI RULES,
REGULATIONS OR POLICY AND THEREBY DEEMED UNDESIRABLE BY THE PRESIDENT OR
COMMISSIONER, AND UPON 75% APPROVAL VOTE OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, BE

SUSPENDED, SANCTIONED OR EXPELLED FROM MYFAL
B. VOTING PRIVILEGES

1. VOTING PRIVILEGES ARE LIMITED TO ONE VOTE PER MEMBER REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF
TEAMS THE MEMBER HAS PARTICIPATING IN MISSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC. ON

ALL MATTERS SUBMITTED BY THE COMMISSIONER FOR A VOTE.
ONLY THE LEAGUE PRESIDENT OR HIS ASSIGNED PROXY MAY VOTE.

LEAGUES NOT SENDING A REPRESENTATIVE TO THE PRESIDENTS MEETING WILL FORFEIT ONE OF

THEIR HOME GAMES IN THE UPCOMING YEAR.

3. LEAGUES WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO VOTE DURING THEIR FIRST SEASON AS THEY ARE CONSIDERED
PROBATIONARY TEAMS UNTIL FULL MEMBERSHIP IS GRANTED BY VOTE OF THE MEMBER LEAGUES

AFTER SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING ONE SEASON. LEAGUES OUT TWO YEARS MUST BE VOTED BACK IN.
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C. MEMBER OFFICERS AND COACHES

1. THE MEMBER LEAGUE SELECTS ALL LOCAL OFFICERS, HEAD COACHES, AND ASSISTANT COACHES.
EACH MEMBER LEAGUE MUST HAVE ONE PERSON, (PREFERABLY THE PRESIDENT), CERTIFIED AS

USA FOOTBALL HEADS UP TACKLING PLAYER SAFETY COACH.

2. ALL HEAD COACHES AND ONE ASSISTANT COACH MUST COMPLETE THE USA HEADS uP
TACKLING OR NYSCA FOOTBALL COACHES CERTIFICATION AND KEEP A CURRENT STATUS. A

COPY OF THE CERTIFICATION MUST BE INCLUDED IN THEIR TEAM BOOK.

AS A COACH IN MYFAI YOU ARE REPRESENTING THE VALUES OF OUR ASSOCIATION AND AS SUCH ARE
EXPECTED TO WEAR PROPER ATTIRE, NO CUT OFF SHORTS, SHIRTS, SAGGING PANTS, JOGGING PANTS
OR ANY ATTIRE THAT WILL SHED A NEGATIVE LIGHT ON MISSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL OR YOUR
LEAGUE. PROPER ATTIRE WILL BE SLEEVED SHIRTS, TEE OR COLLARED, HEMMED SHORTS OR LONG

PANTS PROPERLY FITTED.

3. ALL LOCAL OFFICERS, HEAD COACHES, AND ASSISTANT COACHES PARTICIPATING IN THEIR LOCAL
LEAGUE ARE REPRESENTING BOTH THEIR LEAGUE AND MISSISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION,
INC. THEY MUST CONDUCT THEMSELVES WITH PROPER SPORTSMANSHIP AND AS POSITIVE YOUTH

ROLE MODELS AND LEADERS.

4. ANY UNDESIRABLE ACT, ON OR OFF THE FIELD, WILL BE GROUNDS FOR SUSPENSION OR

EXPULSION FROM THE PROGRAM.

5. If a league is expelled the leadership at the time of expulsion must be removed and
replaced before any consideration of re-instatement will be addressed by MYFAI, said
leadership must not have any dffiliation with the league requesting re-instatement.
Any League that leaves MYFAI and plays with another league must provide proof of
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completely new leadership and that old the leadership is removed from all affiliation
with their league before consideration for re-instatement as a new member and said
league must pass a membership vote of the Board of Presidents, i.e., 90% positive for
membership.
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5. ALL LOCAL OFFICERS, HEAD COACHES, AND ASSISTANT COACHES MAY BE LEVIED A $100.00 FINE
AND ANY OTHER PENALTIES DEEMED SUITABLE BY THE COMMISSIONER, INCLUDING BEING EXPELLED
FROM THE PARTICIPATION, FOR ANY UN-SPORTSMANLIKE OR INAPPROPRIATE ACT, ON THE FIELD OR
OFF, DEEMED TO BE INAPPROPRIATE FOR YOUTH LEADERS, OR CAUSING THEIR LOCAL LEAGUE OR
MississiPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC. TO BE VIEWED IN A NEGATIVE LIGHT, THE LOCAL
LEAGUE WILL FULLY AND PROPERLY ENFORCE ALL DECISIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER OF HIS

DESIGNATE(S).

ANY COACH EJECTED FROM A GAME WILL AUTOMATICALLY SERVE A COMPLETE GAME SUSPENSION
AND PAY A FINE OF $100.00. SUSPENSION FOR THE YEAR WILL RESULT ON ANY SAME SECOND

OFFENSE THE SAME YEAR. THIS WILL BE ENFORCED BY THE LOCAL LEAGUE.

ANY COACH, PRESIDENT OR OTHER MEMBER THAT MAKES ANY PUBLIC STATEMENT, OR ACTIONS
THAT REFLECTS NEGATIVELY ON MYFAI, OR ANY OF ITS MEMBER TEAMS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO

BEING EXPELLED OR OTHER PENALTIES IN THE SOLE DESECRATION OF THE COMMISSIONER.

[II. PLAYERS

A. REQUIREMENTS AND CONDUCT
1. ALL MEMBERS SHALL ENCOURAGE FAIR PLAY AND SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS OF

PLAYERS WITHIN THEIR LOCAL LEAGUES.

2. Any undesirable act will be grounds for suspension or expulsion from the program.
This will include acts performed by their Fans, parent’s grandparents or guardians
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.3. ANY PLAYER EJECTED FROM A GAME WILL AUTOMATICALLY SERVE A COMPLETE GAME
SUSPENSION. SUSPENSION FOR THE YEAR WILL RESULT ON ANY SAME SECOND OFFENSE THE SAME

YEAR.

4. TEAMS MAY BE FINED $25.00 FOR EACH UN-SPORTSMANLIKE PENALTY CALLED ON ITS PLAYERS
AND $100.00 FOR COACHES. IN ADDITION THE PLAYERS OR COACHES MAY FACE SUSPENSION, OR

EXPULSION DEPENDING ON THE INFRACTION AT THE COMMISSIONERS DISCRETION

5. PLAYERS WHO ARE INJURED MUST BE TAKEN OUT OF PARTICIPATION UNTIL IT HAS BEEN
DETERMINED THAT FURTHER PARTICIPATION WILL NOT AGGRAVATE ANY POSSIBLE INJURY. A
PARENT OR GUARDIAN MUST BE NOTIFIED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER AN INJURY. EACH PLAYER

MUST PLAY AT LEAST ONE PLAY PER GAME
B. BOUNDARIES

1. MEMBER LEAGUES SHALL DRAW THEIR PLAYERS FROM BOUNDARIES LAID OUT BY COUNTY OR
CITY SCHOOL BOARDS OR BY SPECIAL DISPENSATION OF THE COMMISSIONER. IF SPECIAL
DISPENSATION IS GRANTED BY THE COMMISSIONER IT MUST BE IN WRITING AND MUST BECOME PART
OF THE OFFICIAL LEAGUE RECORD. IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE MEMBER LEAGUE PRESIDENT
TO ENSURE THAT PLAYERS COME FROM WITHIN THESE BOUNDARIES. ANY PLAYER WISHING TO
PARTICIPATE IN MYFAI THAT IS “HOME SCHOOLED” WILL BE CONSIDERED BY THE AGE THEY ARE AT
SEPTEMBER 1 OF THE CURRENT YEAR (IE, AN 11 YEAR OLD WILL BE A 6™ GRADER, 6 YEAR OLD
WILL BE A FIRST GRADER), AND BY WHAT SCHOOL THE PLAYER WOULD ATTEND IF THEY WERE NOT

HOME SCHOOLED.
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2. PLAYERS MAY ALSO BE ADMITTED FROM ANY AREA THAT DOES NOT HAVE A TEAM AFFILIATED
WITH MissISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC. HOWEVER ONCE A PLAYER HAS SIGNED
UP WITH A MEMBER TEAM HE MAY NOT PLAY FOR ANOTHER MEMBER TEAM WITHOUT BEING

GRANTED A WRITTEN RELEASE FROM THE FIRST TEAM.

3. PLAYERS WISHING TO CROSS THESE SET BOUNDARIES MUST RECEIVE A RELEASE IN WRITING
FROM HIS “HOME TEAM” PRESIDENT; THE COMMISSIONER MUST APPROVE THIS RELEASE, AND IT

MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH THEIR BOOK.

4. A COPY OF THE WRITTEN RELEASE MAY BE SUBMITTED TO THE COMMISSIONER ALONG WITH THE

COMPLETE TEAM ROSTER AS REQUIRED IN SECTION I, A, 9.

5. ANY PLAYER FOUND TO BE IN VIOLATION OF THIS RULE MAY BE EXPELLED.

6. MEMBER LEAGUES FOUND TO BE PURPOSELY VIOLATING THESE RULES SHALL BE GUILTY OF
VIOLATING ELIGIBILITY RULES AND TREATED ACCORDINGLY, IN SOLE DESECRATION OF THE

COMMISSIONER.

* “RECRUITING” PLAYERS FROM A PROTECTED AREA IS CONSIDERED UNETHICAL AND WILL NOT BE
TOLERATED, COACHES PROVEN TO BE INVOLVED WILL BE SUBJECT TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION UP TO

AND INCLUDING BEING EXPELLED.

7. EXCEPTION: SHOULD A NEW TEAM FORM, PLAYERS FROM THAT AREA, MAY BE ALLOWED TO
PLAY FOR THE NEW TEAM OR MAY CONTINUE PLAYING FOR THE TEAM THEY PLAYED FOR THE

PREVIOUS SEASON. SIBLINGS MAY BE INCLUDED IN THIS RULE.

8. EXCEPTION: THE COMMISSIONER OR CEO SHALL HEAR AND RULE ON ANY REASONABLE

REQUEST BY PARENTS DUE TO HARDSHIPS.
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C. REGISTRATION

1. ALL REGISTRATION FEES WILL BE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE MEMBER LEAGUES.

2. ALLREGISTRATION AND RELEASE FORMS MUST BE COMPLETED AND RETURNED TO THE LOCAL
LEAGUE OFFICERS BEFORE A CHILD CAN PARTICIPATE. THESE FORMS MUST INCLUDE PROOF OF

INSURANCE AND MUST BE SIGNED AND DATED BY A PARENT OR GUARDIAN.

D. LEGAL PLAYERS

1. ALLSTUDENTS WHO ARE LEAGUE AGE 12 AND UNDER ARE LEGAL PLAYERS AND ABLE TO

PARTICIPATE.

2. NO STUDENT WHO IS IN THE 7™ GRADE MAY PARTICIPATE, REGARDLESS OF LEAGUE AGE.

3. NO STUDENT THAT IS LEAGUE AGE OF 13 MAY PARTICIPATE, REGARDLESS OF GRADE STATUS.

4. LEAGUE AGE IS THAT AGE ATTAINED ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 15T OF THE CURRENT SEASON

YEAR.

IV. TEAMS

A. CLASSIFICATIONS

1. EACH PLAYER WILL BE PLACED ON A ROSTER AND PARTICIPATE ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING

FOUR CLASSIFICATIONS:

TINAMITE: SIX YEARS OLD AND UNDER
Eligible Players 75 LBS or less

Ineligible players No limit
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FLAG - 6 YEARS OLD AND UNDER. NO WEIGHT LIMITS

ROOKIE - *6 YR. OLDS MAY BE USED TO FILL OUT A 28 MAN ROSTER ONLY CAUTION!!, NO 7 OR 8 YEAR

OLDS MAY BE “CUT” TO MAKE ROOM FOR A 6 YEAR OLD PLAYER

7 Year Olds

120 Pounds or less

8 Year Olds

120 Pounds or less

Eligible Players*

95 Pounds or less

MIDGET

7Year Olds

121 - 145 Pounds

8 Year Olds

121 - 145 Pounds

9 Year Olds

121 - 145 Pounds

10 Year Olds

145 Pounds or less

Eligible Players*

105 Pounds or less
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C) PEE-WEE

9 Year Olds

146 Pounds or more

10 Year Olds

146 Pounds or more

11 Year Olds

All weights

12 Year Olds

All weights (6™ grade

or under)

Eligible players*

125 Pounds or less

2. ELIGIBLE PLAYERS ARE THOSE THAT MAY PLAY IN THE POSITION OF OFFENSIVE BACKFIELD,

RECEIVERS, OR ADVANCE AN INTERCEPTION OR FUMBLE RECOVERY.

3. ALL ELIGIBLE PLAYERS MUST WEAR THE NUMBERS 1 - 49 AND 80 - 99. HOWEVER THESE

PLAYERS MAY PLAY ANY POSITION, ELIGIBLE OR NOT.

4. ALL INELIGIBLE PLAYERS MUST WEAR THE NUMBERS 50 - 79.

5. ALL INELIGIBLE PLAYERS IN ALL THREE CLASSIFICATIONS MUST PLAY IN THE LINE FROM TACKLE

TO TACKLE ON OFFENSE; AND AN ELIGIBLE PLAYER MUST COVER THEM UP.

6. If an ineligible player is on the line of scrimmage and not covered up by an eligible
player that game cannot be protested UNLESS, you have notified the referee during the
game in an on field meeting. Each team may have an uncharged time out for the

coaches to meet with the referee.
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6. PLAYERS MAY “PLAY UP” TO HELP OUT THEIR MEMBER TEAMS IF THE TEAM REQUESTING THE
ASSISTANCE HAS LESS THAN 22 PLAYERS ON THEIR ROSTER. THE ELIGIBILITY RULES FOR THE TEAM
CLASSIFICATION THAT THE PLAYER IS MOVING UP TO APPLY. (I.E. A 106-POUND MIDGET IS AN
ELIGIBLE PLAYER IN THE PEEWEE CLASSIFICATION EVEN THOUGH THE SAME PLAYER IS NOT AN
ELIGIBLE PLAYER IN THE MIDGET CLASS, BUT MUST WEAR AN ELIGIBLE NUMBER TO PLAY IN AN
ELIGIBLE POSITION.) ANY PLAYERS MOVING UP MUST BE ADDED TO THE ROSTER OF THE TEAM THEY
ARE HELPING FOR EACH GAME THEY PARTICIPATE IN. THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS ON A ROSTER, AS IT
PERTAINS TO THIS RULE MAY BE DEFINED AS THE NUMBER OF PLAYERS WHO ARE IN ATTENDANCE AT
THE TIME PLAYERS ARE REQUESTED TO MOVE UP. (L.E. A TEAM HAS 22 PLAYERS ON ITS ROSTER,

ONLY 17 SHOW UP AT GAME TIME, THIS TEAM MAY MOVE 5 PLAYERS UP TO FILL THEIR ROSTER.

7. 8 YEAR OLDS ARE NOT ALLOWED TO STEP UP TO PEEWEES REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF

PLAYERS ON THE ROSTER.

8. ANY TEAM FOUND VIOLATING THE ELIGIBILITY RULES WILL FORFEIT ALL GAMES IN QUESTION
AND BE SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL PENALTIES, UP TO AND INCLUDING EXPULSION FROM MISSISSIPPI

YoUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC.
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B. WEIGH-IN; ALL PLAYERS MUST BE WEIGHED IN BY MISSISSIPPI YOUTH
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC. WEIGH INS WILL BE SUPERVISED BY LEAGUE, CEO,
COMMISSIONER, VICE-COMMISSIONERS OR DEPUTIES APPOINTED TO ASSIST ONE
OF THE ABOVE. NONE OF AFOREMENTIONED OFFICIALS MAY WEIGH THEIR
HOME TOWN PLAYERS. THERE WILL BE TWO WEIGH IN DAYS PER YEAR, SAID
DAYS, TIMES AND LOCATIONS EACH DAY WILL BE SET BY THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS EACH YEAR , WITH TEAMS ASSIGNED A WEIGH IN DATE AND
LOCATION IN THEIR AREA BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AND WILL BE
SUCH AS TO COVER ALL AREAS ADEQUATELY IN THE TWO DAYS SET EACH YEAR.
ALL PLAYERS MUST WEIGH AT ONE OF THE TWO WEIGH IN DAYS OR PLAY
INELIGIBLE IN THE CURRENT YEAR. YOU MAY STILL REGISTER PLAYERS UP
UNTIL YOU TAKE THE FIELD FOR YOUR FIRST REGULAR SEASON GAME, BUT
AFTER THE SECOND WEIGH IN DAY HAS PAST ALL PLAYERS WILL BE INELIGIBLE
AND WEAR NUMBERS 50 THRU 79. IF A PLAYER REGISTERED AFTER THE SECOND
WEIGH IN DAY IS WITHIN FIVE (5) POUNDS OF AN AGE/WEIGHT LIMIT THEY
MUST MOVE UP TO THE NEXT AGE DIVISION AND BE INELIGIBLE. IE, A 140-145
POUND 9 OR10 YEAR OLD WILL BE IN THE PEEWEE DIVISION OR A 115 TO 120
POUND 7 OR 8 YEAR OLD WILL BE IN THE MIDGET DIVISION AFTER FAILING TO
MAKE THE SECOND WEIGH IN DAY. AT WEIGH IN PRESIDENTS MUST ASCERTAIN
THAT EACH TEAM PRESENTS A PRINTED TEAM WEIGH IN ROSTER WITH NAME,
AGE AND A BLANK SPOT TO RECORD THE PLAYER’S WEIGHT. EACH PLAYER MUST
HAVE THEIR REGISTRATION FORM WITH A PICTURE STAPLED TO IT TO HAND
THE WEIGH OFFICIAL WHO WILL INSPECT IT, WEIGH THE CHILD THEN STAMP
AND RETURN THE FORM AND PICTURE. ALL PLAYERS MUST BE READY TO WEIGH
WHEN APPROACHING THE SCALES AS THERE WILL BE ONLY ONE STEP ONTO
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THE SCALES, NO RE-WEIGH WILL BE PERMITTED. ALL BOOKS MUST BE RECEIVED
BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ON THE SUNDAY FOLLOWING THE FIRST
REGULAR SEASON GAME. SAID BOOKS MUST INCLUDE, ALL PLAYERS
REGISTRATION FORMS WITH PICTURES AND WEIGH IN STAMP, BIRTH
CERTIFICATES, DECLARATION FORMS IF APPLICABLE, TEAM ROSTER WITH
JERSEY NUMBERS, PLAYERS NAME, AGE AND WEIGHT, INSURANCE CERTIFICATES,
AND COACHES CERTIFICATION CERTIFICATE OR CARD. FAILURE TO COMPLY
WITH ALL REQUIREMENTS WILL RESULT IN THE TEAM FORFEITING ALL POST
SEASON PLAY. ANY PRESIDENT MAY INSPECT BOOKS AFTER THEY ARE
RECEIVED, HOWEVER, NO PICTURES WILL BE ALLOWED TO BE TAKEN OF
INFORMATION IN THE BOOKS, WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE LEAGUE
PRESIDENT AND COMMISSIONER OR CEO. EACH PRESIDENT OR HEAD COACH
MUST HAVE THEIR ORIGINAL BOOK AT EACH GAME. FAILURE TO HAVE THE
TEAMS’ BOOK ON HAND FIRST TIME WILL RESULT IN THAT GAME'S FORFEITURE,
PROBATION FOR THE REST OF THE CURRENT SEASON AND WILL BE POSTED ON
THE LEAGUES WEB SITE FOR RECORD. A SECOND OFFENSE IN THE SAME YEAR
WILL RESULT IN OFFENDING TEAM SUSPENDED FROM ALL POST SEASON PLAY.

4. WEIGHTS ARE COUNTED IN WHOLE NUMBERS. FRACTIONS OF POUNDS ARE NOT COUNTED.

EXAMPLE: A PLAYER WEIGHING 99.9 LBS. WILL BE ROSTERED AS 99 POUNDS.

C. PRACTICES: 1. VIOLENT PRACTICE DRILLS SUCH AS “BULL IN THE RING,”
“OKLAHOMA DRILL” AND ALL VARIATIONS OF THIS TYPE DRILL ARE EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN BY
MIssISSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC. COACHES VIOLATING THIS RULE SHALL BE
SUBJECT TO BEING EXPELLED FROM MYF.
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ADDITIONALLY, THESE DRILLS HAVE BEEN OUTLAWED BY BOTH HIGH SCHOOLS AND
COLLEGE LEVEL PROGRAMS, THEREFORE ADDITIONAL LEGAL CHARGES OF CHILD ENDANGERMENT
COULD BE BROUGHT AGAINST THE COACH OR THE LEAGUE BY PARENTS.

2.PRACTICE SCHEDULES SHALL BE LIMITED TO 2 HOURS A DAY WHEN PRACTICING 3 DAYS A WEEK
OR LESS; ANY MORE THAT 3 DAYS A WEEK ALL DAYS MUST BE LIMITED TO 1-1/2 HOURS A DAY.
MissiSSIPPI YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION, INC. STRONGLY SUGGESTS THAT TEAMS DO NOT

PRACTICE ON WEDNESDAY OR SUNDAY.

It is strongly suggested that league Presidents also suspend practice for any school
related event or program that practice may interfere with.

3. TEAMS MAY BEGIN PRACTICE AT ANY TIME OF THE YEAR, AT THE DISCRETION OF THE LEAGUE
PRESIDENT, HOWEVER WE ENCOURAGE TEAMS NOT TO BEGIN EARLIER THAN JULY 15, TO REDUCE

THE CHANCE OF PLAYER AND PARENT BURN OUT.

V. REGULAR SEASON GAMES; A. ANY TEAM THAT FORFEITS A GAME THAT THEY WERE
SUPPOSED TO TRAVEL TO MUST PAY $300.00 TO THE HOST TEAM PER TEAM/GAME THAT THEY
DID NOT SHOW UP FOR AND MAY BECOME INELIGIBLE FOR POST SEASON PLAY. TEAMS MUST BE
GIVEN 30 MINUTES AFTER SCHEDULED GAME TIME TO FIELD A LEGAL TEAM. A LEGAL TEAM IS
DEFINED AS 11 PLAYERS OF THE SPECIFIED AGE GROUP, SIX OF WHICH MUST BE PLAYERS OF
ELIGIBLE WEIGH AND JERSEY NUMBERS. NO TEAM IS ALLOWED TO “WAIT” ON THEIR STAR
PLAYER TO ARRIVE; THEY MUST TAKE THE FIELD AS SOON AS THEY HAVE A LEGAL TEAM OR
FORFEIT THE GAME. IF A TEAM ARRIVES WITH 8 OR MORE PLAYERS BUT LESS THAN 11 AT THE
END OF THE 30 MINUTE GRACE PERIOD OR KNOWS THAT IS ALL THE PLAYERS THEY HAVE
COMING, THE HOST TEAM MUST PUT AN EQUAL NUMBER OF PLAYERS ON THE FIELD AND PLAY
THE GAME. THE GAME IS FORFEITED BY THE TEAM WITH LESS THAN 11 PLAYERS, BUT, NO
PENALTY WILL BE ASSESSED. EXCEPTION TO THE NO SHOW PENALTY WILL ONLY BE THOSE
REASONS DEEMED BY THE COMMISSIONER TO BE PANDEMIC SICKNESS OR ACTS OF GOD.

A.1 CONCESSION FEES

1. THE CONCESSION FEES ARE AT THE DISCRETION OF THE HOST TEAM.
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B. ADMISSION TO GAMES; REGULAR SEASON GATE ADMISSIONS WILL NOT EXCEED $5.00.
ANY DISCOUNTS GIVEN FOR AGE SUCH AS SENIOR CITIZEN AND YOUNG CHILDREN ARE AT THE SOLE

DISCRETION OF THE HOST.

1. ALL HOST MEMBERS MUST PROVIDE A SOFT DRINK FOR EACH PLAYER AND

CHEERLEADER AFTER GAMES.
2. ALL PARTICIPATING COACHES, SPONSORS, PLAYERS, CHEERLEADERS, AND THEIR

SPOUSES SHALL BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND FREE OF CHARGE.

A. THE FOLLOWING LIMIT WILL APPLY TO EACH MEMBER.
I. 1 PRESIDENT AND 1 PRESIDENT/SPOUSE
II. 5 COACHES’ AND 5 COACH/SPOUSE.
III. 2 CHEERLEADER SPONSOR AND 2 CHEERLEADER/SPOUSE.

VI. COACHES PASSES

1. All participating coaches, sponsors, players, cheerleaders, and their spouses
shall be allowed to attend free of charge. All coaches must be listed on the
official team roster. All rosters will be placed on the MYFAI web site. Host
teams must print off copies of the day’s game roster and have on hand to
verify coach’s names as they come in the gate.

2. The following limit will apply to each member:

a. 1 President
b. Team
i. Up to a maximum of 5 coaches per team over 30 players 4
coaches under 30 players
ii. 2 cheerleader sponsor per team
iii. Free attendance may be used for games that the coach or
sponsor have a scheduled game for ONLY. Presidents,
Coaches or sponsors may NOT use their status as such to

attend games where their team is not playing.
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iv. Anyone found abusing the privileges issued by MYF by
attending games where their team is not playing without
paying or caught allowing others to use their names will
have their privileges revoked and will be suspended for a

period determined by the Commissioner.

VIl. REGULAR SEASON PLAY

1. THE DIVISIONS AND REGULAR SEASON SCHEDULE SHALL BE
ANNOUNCED BY THE COMMISSIONER BEFORE THE 13" GAME OF THE
SEASON EACH YEAR.

VIII. POST SEASON GAMES

A

PLAYOFFs AND BowL GAMES

1. Post Season play format will be set each year and announced by the

commissioner by the 2nd game week of the current regular season.

2. Post season playoff brackets will be determined by a blind drawing conducted
by the Commissioner on the Sunday following the last regular season game for
round one, two or 3 if a 5 round playoff is deemed necessary. In the first round
the first place teams in each district will play at home whenever possible and the
second place teams must travel. If the nature of the draw is such that two first
round teams must play each other in the first round those teams will receive the
bye in the first week. The semifinals and State Championship games location
shall be determined by the Commissioner and MYFAI shall host these games. All

times shall be at the sole discretion of the Commissioner.

3. The office of the commissioner will provide all post season trophies.

4. Bowl games will be set and played at the discretion of the Commissioner and

the same rules apply as post season play.
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5. The Little 8 games each year are limited to teams that (A) have not made the
big 16 playoff rounds. (B) Have less than 60 players total at book certification day
on all three divisions, Rookie, Midget and Peewee. (C) Have not had a President
or coach ejected from a game nor suspended or expelled by the league. (D)
Have met all the league criteria for being eligible for post season play. Once a
team is eligible for the first round of the big 16 they MAY NOT decline and enter
the little 8.

6. The “Little Eight” playoff games, their eligibility and locations are sole property
of and at the discretion of the CEO and or Commissioner.

7. If a team accepts a post season bid and does not play the game, that team
will not be eligible for the next year’s playoffs and will pay a $400.00 fine.
The same exceptions apply to post season games as regular season games.
The fine will be forwarded to the host team to help defray the cost. If the team

failing to play is the host the fine will be paid to MYFIA.

ADMISSION TO PLAYOFF GAMES

1. GATE ADMISSIONS WILL NOT EXCEED $5.00, FOR THE FIRST TWO ROUNDS, $5.00 FOR THE

SEMIFINAL AND CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND. ANY DISCOUNTS GIVEN FOR AGE SUCH AS SENIOR CITIZEN

AND YOUNG CHILDREN ARE AT THE SOLE DISCRETION OF THE HOST.

2. ALLHOSTS MUST PROVIDE A SOFT DRINK FOR EACH PLAYER AND CHEERLEADER AFTER EACH

3. ALL PARTICIPATING COACHES, SPONSORS, PLAYERS, CHEERLEADERS, AND THEIR SPOUSES

SHALL BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND FREE OF CHARGE.

CHEERLEADERS AND PEP SQUADS
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A.

X.

A.

REQUIREMENTS AND CONDUCT

1. Cheer squads of all types perform at the will and pleasure of the
Commissioner, and are subject to penalties and other disciplinary actions as
deemed necessary by the Commissioner. Cheerleaders, Cheer teams, and Pep
Squads are an important part of this association and shall be treated as such,

whether an affiliate of the member league or as an independent body.

2. Admission to regular season and post season games is covered in rules
V.B.3.b.2 and VI.B.3.b.2.

3. No cheer or music, which has profanity or vulgar content, shall be allowed.

4. Dances or cheers in which the teams make suggestive or inappropriate

movements or acts are forbidden.

5. All cheer squad actions are the sole responsibility of their home league

president.

5. All cheerleaders, cheer teams, and pep squads, whether an affiliate of the
member league or an independent body, must adhere to association participation

rules.

6. All cheerleaders, cheer teams, and pep squads, whether an affiliate of the
member league or an independent body, participate at the discretion of the
Commissioner and may be expelled for any acts that cause their league or

this association to viewed in a negative light.

PROTESTS

REQUIREMENTS
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1. NOPROTESTS ARE ALLOWED INVOLVING JUDGMENT CALLS MADE BY THE REFEREES.
2. NOPROTESTS ARE ALLOWED DURING THE GAME.

3. ALLPROTESTS MUST BE FILED IN WRITING WITH THE COMMISSIONER BY THE LEAGUE PRESIDENT

WITHIN SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS OF THE INCIDENT.

4. Appeals from rulings will be dealt with in the process found in these rules.

B. INVESTIGATIONS

1-THE COMMISSIONER MAY INVESTIGATE EACH PROTEST OR
APPOINT ONE OR MORE INDIVIDUALS TO ASSIST HIM IN THE
INVESTIGATION

2- TO AID IN THE INVESTIGATION THE COMMISSIONER OR HIS
DESIGNATES SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO DEMAND FROM LOCAL
LEAGUES ANY DOCUMENTS, FILMS OR OTHER EVIDENCE INCLUDING
PERSONAL TESTIMONY OF ANY PARTICIPANT OR SPECTATOR.
REFUSAL OR FAILURE TO PROVIDE ANY AND ALL EVIDENCE WILL BE
CONSIDERED AN ATTEMPT TO IMPEDE THE INVESTIGATION AND WILL
WEIGH HEAVILY ON THE DECISION TO APPROVE OR DENY THE
PROTEST. ANY MEMBER FOUND TO HAVE PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF A
RULE, TEAM OR PLAYER INFRACTION AND DID NOT REPORT IT IN A
TIMELY MANNER WILL BE SUBJECT TO DISCIPLINARY ACTION BY
MYFAI.
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3- ALL INFORMATION GAINED IN THE INVESTIGATION SHALL BE
HELD BY THE COMMISSIONER OR HIS DESIGNATES UNTIL SUCH
TIME AS THE INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETE.

C. RULINGS

1- ONCE THE INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETE THE COMMISSION
SHALL ISSUE A RULING IN WRITING.

ENFORCEMENT

1- ALL RULINGS BY THE COMMISSIONER OR HIS DESIGNATES SHALL BE FULLY AND
PROMPTLY ENFORCED BY THE LOCAL LEAGUE. PROOF OF ENFORCEMENT SHALL
BE PRODUCED AS REQUESTED BY THE COMMISSIONER. FAILURE TO FULLY
ENFORCE RULINGS OR FAILURE TO FURNISH PROOF AS REQUESTED SHALL
RESULT IN APPROPRIATE PUNISHMENT BY THE LEAGUE AS DETERMINED IN THE
SOLE DISCRETION OF THE COMMISSIONER.

XI.  GAME RULES

A. OFFICIAL TIME, TIME OUTS, FIELD OF PLAY

1. ALL GAMES WILL HAVE A MINIMUM OFFICIATING CREW CONSISTING OF TWO (2) ON FIELD
OFFICIALS AND ONE (1) CLOCK OFFICIAL. ANY EXTRA OFFICIALS DESIRED MAY BE EMPLOYED AT THE
EXPENSE OF THE HOME LEAGUE, HOWEVER, UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES OTHER THAN A CLOCK

FAILURE MAY THE CLOCK OFFICIAL BE ON THE FIELD.
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2. HEAT TIME OUTS WILL BE ALLOWED THROUGH THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER AND THEREAFTER

AT THE REFEREE’S DISCRETION. HEAT BREAKS WILL FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES SET BY MHSAA.

3. ALL GAMES WILL BE PLAYED ON A FIELD OF EIGHTY YARDS IN LENGTH BY 129’ T0 160’ WIDE.
ALL FIELDS MUST HAVE A FENCE OR OTHER BARRIER SEPARATING THE FIELD OF PLAY FROM THE

FANS AND PARENTS. ALL MEASUREMENTS WILL BE PLUS OR MINUS 18 INCHES.

4. ALL TACKLE GAMES WILL CONSIST OF FOUR (4) QUARTERS. EACH ROOKIE, MIDGET AND
PEEWEE GAME QUARTERS WILL BE EIGHT (8) MINUTES, TINAMITES WILL BE SIX MINUTES .THERE
WILL BE A SIXTY-SECOND BREAK BETWEEN QUARTERS. HALF TIME WILL BE TEN (10) MINUTES. THE
CLOCK WILL BE OPERATED BY A CERTIFIED OFFICIAL AND PER MHSAA RULES. FLAG GAMES CONSIST

OF TWO 20 MINUTE RUNNING CLOCK HALVES, WITH AN EIGHT MINUTE BREAK.

5. THE OFFENSIVE TEAM WILL HAVE 30 SECONDS TO PUT THE BALL INTO PLAY ONCE THE REFEREE

HAS SET AND SIGNALED THE BALL READY FOR PLAY.

6. MAXIMUM PENALTY FOR ALL INFRACTIONS EXCEPT UN-SPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT WILL BE TEN
(10) YARDS. MALICIOUS UN-SPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT ON A PLAYER OR ANY UN-SPORTSMANLIKE
PENALTY ON A COACH WILL BE FIFTEEN (15) YARDS. REFEREES ARE REQUIRED TO REPORT THESE

INFRACTIONS TO THE OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER WITHIN 24 HOURS.

7. GAMES BALLS SHALL BE WITHIN 1 AND %% INCH IN LENGTH AND WIDTH OF A WILSON K2. THEY
SHALL BE OF A BLADDER TYPE AND SHOULD BE FILLED TO THE MANUFACTURES RECOMMENDED

PRESSURE. NERF AND SOLID BALLS ARE STRICTLY FORBIDDEN.

B. ONFIELD COACHES
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1. THERE WILL BE ONE COACH ALLOWED ON THE FIELD AT A TIME ON OFFENSE OR DEFENSE. THE

ONLY EXCEPTION TO THIS RULE IS WHEN AN INJURY OCCURS.

2. COACHES MUST NOT COACH AFTER THE OFFENSIVE TEAM BREAKS HUDDLE: THERE WILL BE ONE
WARNING FOR THE OFFENDING TEAM. THE REFEREE NEEDS ONLY TO WARN A TEAM ONCE, NOT EACH
COACH ON A TEAM, AND THEN A UN-SPORTSMAN PENALTY FOR THE NEXT INFRACTION IN THE SAME

GAME WILL BE ASSESSED.

3. DEFENSIVE COACHES MAY DIRECT THEIR DEFENSE UNTIL THE OFFENSIVE LINE GOES DOWN TO

SET IF A TEAM IS USING A “NO HUDDLE” OFFENSE.

4. COACHES MUST STAND AT LEAST FIVE (5) YARDS BEHIND THEIR DEEPEST PLAYERS ON OFFENSE

AND DEFENSE. WARNINGS AND PENALTIES ARE THE SAME AS COACHING AFTER A HUDDLE BREAK.

5. COACHES OR THEIR ASSISTANTS ARE PROHIBITED FROM USING ANY ELECTRONIC
COMMUNICATIONS DEVICES ON THE FIELD OR SIDELINES. THIS COVERS RADIOS OR CELL PHONES. IF A
COACH IS “ON CALL” DUE TO THEIR PROFESSION THEY MAY HAVE THEIR CELL PHONE ON THEIR
PERSON BUT MUST EXIT THE PLAYING FIELD BEFORE USING THE DEVICE. COMMISSIONERS OF MYFAI
MAY KEEP THEIR CELL PHONES ON THEM DUE TO GAME DAY QUESTIONS THAT OCCUR IN ANY GIVEN

SATURDAY.

6. COACHES ON THE FIELD AND SIDELINES DURING GAMES ARE REPRESENTATIVES OF MYFAI AND
ROLL MODELS’ FOR OUR CHILDREN AND AS SUCH ARE EXPECTED TO ACT AND DRESS ACCORDINGLY.
NO VULGAR OR INAPPROPRIATE LANGUAGE OR ACTIONS WILL BE TOLERATED. ALL APPAREL MUST BE
NEAT AND APPROPRIATE, CUTOFF RAGGED SHORTS AND SHIRTS OR SAGGING PANTS WILL NOT BE

ALLOWED. OFFENDING COACHES WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE FIELD.
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C. KICK OFFS, PUNTS, FIELD GOALS, AND PATS

1. Kick OFFs

A) ON A KICK OFF THE BALL WILL BE SPOTTED TEN (10) YARDS FROM MIDFIELD IN THE KICKING
TEAM’S TERRITORY.

B) IN LIEU OF A KICK OFF THE KICKING TEAM CAN ELECT TO HAVE THE BALL SPOTTED TWENTY (20)
YARDS FROM THEIR OPPONENT’S GOAL LINE.

2. PUNTS

A)IN LIEU OF PUNTING THE PUNTING TEAM CAN ELECT TO HAVE THE REFEREE ADVANCE THE BALL
THIRTY YARDS FROM THE LINE OF SCRIMMAGE. IF THE THIRTY-YARD SPOT CARRIES THE BALL INSIDE
OF THE TEN- (10) YARD LINE THE BALL WILL BE SPOTTED AT THE TEN- (10) YARD LINE. IF THE
THIRTY-YARD SPOT CARRIES THE BALL INTO THE END ZONE, THEN THE PUNT IS CONSIDERED A
TOUCHBACK AND WILL BE SPOTTED AT THE TWENTY- (20) YARD LINE.

3. FIELD GOALS

A)IF ATEAM ELECTS TO KICK A FIELD GOAL AND THE GAME IS BEING PLAYED ON A REGULATION 100-
YARD FIELD, THEN THE REFEREE WILL ADVANCE THE BALL TEN (10) YARDS TO SET A NEW LINE OF
SCRIMMAGE. THE GOAL LINE ALSO ADVANCES 10 YARDS. MHSAA RULES APPLY TO ALL FIELD GOAL
ATTEMPTS ONCE THE REFEREE HAS PLACED THE BALL.

4. PATS

A) IF ATEAM ELECTS TO KICK A PAT AND THE GAME IS BEING PLAYED ON A REGULATION 100 YARD
FIELD, THEN THE REFEREE WILL ADVANCE THE BALL TEN (10) YARDS TO THE HIGH SCHOOL PAT
MARK. MHSAA RULES APPLY TO ALL PAT ATTEMPTS ONCE THE REFEREE HAS PLACED THE BALL. THE

GOAL LINE ALSO ADVANCES 10 YARDS.
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* KICKING OFF, PUNTING AND FIELD GOALS ARE COMPLETELY AT THE TEAMS DISCRETION, THEY DO
NOT HAVE TO ANNOUNCE THEIR INTENT TO OFFICIALS OR THE OPPOSING TEAM BEFORE THE GAME OR
ANY OTHER TIME PRIOR TO THEIR DECISION TO KICK .

D. GAMES RESULTING IN A TIE

1. ALL DIVISION GAMES THAT RESULT IN A TIE WILL BE PLAYED OFF BY MHSAA TIEBREAKER

RULES.

2. ALL NON-DIVISION GAMES THAT RESULT IN A TIE MAY REMAIN A TIE, OR MAY BE PLAYED OFF BY

MHSAA RULES IF BOTH TEAMS AGREE TO PLAY THE TIE BREAKER.
E. Field dimensions:

Length of the field shall be 80 yard and two ten yard end zones

1. Width shall be at least 80% of a regulation high school field (160’). The
minimum width shall be 129’ up to 160’ plus or minus 18”. Field width, length
and condition will be considered for use and approved or denied at the sole
discretion of the commissioner or his designate. * During playoffs fields shall
be held to a higher standard when considered for use by MYFAI.

F. Official football Requirements:

The Wilson K2 football shall be the standard ball used. Other brand footballs
may be allowed as long as they meet the General requirements as listed below:

1. All balls shall be bladder type balls. No nerf type balls are allowed.

2. All balls shall be + or — 1 and %2 inch in length and diameter of a Wilson K2
football.

3. All balls shall be inflated with AIR only.
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4. All balls shall be fully inflated to the manufacturer recommendations.

All rules not specifically addressed in this section will follow the guidelines and rules set by the
Mississippi High School Athletic Association, (MHSAA)

XIl. Flag League

Mission Statement:

The Mississippi Youth Football Association will in the 2009 season sanction and schedule Flag
football play for the purpose of furthering youth sports, encouraging sportsmanship and
participation. The games will be a tool to expound the league’s motto, “It's Easier to Build a
Boy than to mend a Man”. All involved in this arm of the league will be expected to conform
to stricter guidelines on sportsmanship and participation than ever before. It is our goal to
bring our love for the game to more of our youth through fun and participation.

A. General Rules

+ All team members are to have jerseys tucked in his or her shorts during the game.

% Standardized flags handed out by Mississippi Youth Football Association will be used
during each game.

« All players are to have a mouth piece in before taking the field during practices and
games.

% 24 point rule will be in effect this year; (If a team is ahead by more than 24 points the

other team will be allowed to keep possession of the ball until there is less than a 24

point spread in the game).

<+ Fumbles are a live ball for either team.

X/
°e

Ages are 6 and under, girls and boys.
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Every player on the field is eligible to run or catch the ball after it touches the
guarterback’s hands.

Two time outs per half, per team will be allowed.

Time clocks will stop for time outs and change of possession only.

Should a players flags fall off without being pulled by a defensive player; the play will be
blown dead at the spot the flag came off.

Two coaches per team is allowed on the field during regular play, additional coach may
enter the field during time outs and in the event of an injured player.

. TEAMS

1. Teams will consist of 6 year-old and under boys and girls. Ages are as of
September 1, of the current year.

2. Each league must ensure that its teams are divided as close as possible, (by their
numbers), between the age groups, there will be NO “loading” of teams with older
players. (I.E.) A team of 12 players will consist of 4— 4 year olds, 4 - 5 year olds and
4 - 6 year olds. The penalty for violation of this rule will simply be the “loaded” teams
will not be allowed to compete in this league.

3. Ateam will be limited to 14 players unless special circumstances warrant the
commissioner’s dispensation.

4. ALL coaches must complete National Youth Sports Coaches certification.

5. If ateam arrives at a game “short” a player, it may borrow a player off one of its

other teams.

. The Game

1. The Game will be played on an 80 yard field.
2. A Game will consist of two (2) 20 minute halves with an 8 minute break between
halves the clock will stop only on time outs or change of possession.

3. Each team will be allowed two (2) 60 second time-outs per half.
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4. Each team will have 7 players and 2 coaches on the field.

5. There will be no coaching by the offensive or defensive coach on the field once the

ball is snapped, they must neither direct their players nor speak to their players until
the play is over. The offending coaches’ team will be penalized 10 yards.

Each player must wear a mouthpiece.

7. There will be no contact between players “Screening is allowed as long as no

10.

11.

12.

13.

contact is made; Penalty for contact will be 5 yards.

Play is stopped when the flag is pulled, a player is not down by contact with the
ground, however, the referee may at his discretion stop play for safety
considerations, and the flag must be pulled. The defensive player must hold the
flag above the head to indicate the end of a play.

The Offensive player carrying the football cannot “Guard” or hold the flag or belt to
keep a defensive player from pulling the flag; penalty 10 yards walked off from the
previous line of scrimmage

If a team chooses to punt the offense must not go down field until the ball is kicked
and the defense cannot rush. A “Punt” is marched off 30 yards if you choose not to
kick but the ball will not be placed down inside 10 yards from the goal if the 30 yard
advance would have carried the ball into the end zone the ball will be placed on the
20 yard line; Kickoffs will be allowed, if you choose to kick the ball will be spotted 10
yards from mid field for the kick. If a team chooses not to kick off the ball will be
spotted 20 yards from their goal line to begin play.

The offensive line must be at least a center and a lineman on either side of the
center. All players are eligible to go downfield and catch passes or take handoffs.

There will be no “center sneak”

Each team will have 4 downs to earn a first down, a first down will be awarded when
the offensive team gains 10 yards.
The defense must line up three (3) yards off the ball, and may rush when the ball is

shapped.
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14.Interceptions and fumbles are a live ball and may be advanced by the defense,
however the referee may at his discretion stop play for safety considerations.

15.The defense cannot tackle or hold a player or a player’s uniform to assist in pulling
the flag, Penalty 10 yards marched off from the end of the run.

16.*** All players MUST play in each half, NO exceptions except illness or injury.

17.There will be no protest allowed on the field; all protests must be filed to the
commissioner within 72 hrs. of the games end. Any situation that arises and is not
covered under these rules will be covered by the MYFA rules and regulations until
the commissioner can issue a ruling.

18.24 point rule; if a team is ahead by more than 24 points the other team will be
allowed to keep possession of the ball until there is less than a 24 point spread in
the game.

19.Inadvertent flag loss. A player whose flag comes off during a play without being
pulled by the opposing team, the play shall be dead at the spot that the flag came
off.

XIIV. Tinamite Division

Mission Statement:

The Mississippi Youth Football Association will in the 2011season sanction and schedule 6 &
under tackle football play for the purpose of furthering youth sports, encouraging
sportsmanship and participation. The games will be a tool to expound the league’s motto, “It’s
Easier to Build a Boy than to mend a Man”. All involved in this arm of the league will be
expected to conform to stricter guidelines on sportsmanship and participation than ever before.

It is our goal to bring our love for the game to more of our youth through fun and participation.

Due to the fact that this division was grand-fathered into MYFAI in conjunction with the
new six Southern leagues, and this division was in fact, a tradition of long standing with

the afore said leagues, MYFAI will add the Office of Vice Commissioner for the Tinamite
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division to the executive Board Of Directors. This officer will be chosen by the teams

fielding Tinamite teams for this term only, subject to the approval of the Commissioner.
The mandatory requirement of three years active participation in MYFAI to hold office is
hereby waved for this selection only and will be for a two year term. Any future officers

will revert to the standard rules and requirements of three years active participation.

IMPORTANT NOTE:

Unsportsmanlike conduct by coaches or fans in this age group will not be tolerated.
This play is for the kids and the offending Adults will be suspended or expelled.
Unsportsmanlike conduct by the players will be addressed on a case by case basis and
penalties will range from warnings to suspensions and through expulsion if deemed

necessary

A; Tinamites shall consist of players 6 years old and under. There can be two coaches

on the field for offense and defense

1. Age shall be determined by the age attained as of September 1, of the current year.

2. Maximum weight for eligible players shall not exceed 75 LBS. Players over this weight
may not line up in any eligible position.

3. Players 75lbs and under shall wear jersey numbers 0 through 49, 80 through 99.

4. Players exceeding 75 LBS shall wear jersey numbers 50 through 79 only.

5. Field of play: The field shall be 80 yards in length with two ten yard end zones by 129’
to 160’ in width +- 18~

6. There shall be at least two certified referee on the field at each game

7. Players: each team shall consist of 11 players in standard formations. EXCEPTION: It
shall be deemed an official game if a team can field a minimum of 8 players; the
opposing team must reduce his players on the field to the number of players fielded by

the opposing team.

A. GAME RULES:
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Defense lineman must line head up on the offensive linemen, in a 3 or 4 point stance
and at no time will they be allowed to line up in the gap.
Offense must line up in standard formation, no swinging gates, or split line formations

will be allowed

3. There shall be no nose guard allowed, no player may line head up on the center.

4. Quarter back sneaks will not be allowed due to the defense not being allowed to line up

© N o o0

a nose guard. QB sneak is defined as a straight ahead charge behind the center.
Linebackers are required to line up at least three yards from the line of scrimmage.
There shall be no blitzing of defensive backs, or cornerbacks

The defense may not stunt players.

Defensive interior linemen, (tackle to tackle), must be in a 3 or 4 point stance

. The game shall consist of 4 six minute quarters with an 8 minute half time.

. Each team shall be allowed two time outs per half, time outs may not be carried over from

one half to another.
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	 Members wishing to have announcments, articals or other things published on our web page should contact JL brezeale
	Officers
	A. President and Chief Executive officer
	Shall be elected to three year terms.
	The Board of directors shall submit their nominations to the Sr officer s, ( President/ Commissioner, or Sr. Vice- Commissioner), as directed by the president, who shall submit a ballot of candidates approved by the board of Commissioners, after the B...
	A.   Commissioner
	1. The Commissioner shall be appointed by the President.  The president may, at his discretion, also serve as commissioner.
	2. The sitting Board of Commissioners shall confirm the nomination by a minimum of 51% or request the President reconsider his nomination.
	3. The Commissioner or Sr. Vice Commissioner shall assume the office of the president in the event that the sitting President cannot fulfill the duties of his office for any reason.

	B.    Senior Vice Commissioner
	1. The Senior Vice-Commissioner shall be appointed by the Commissioner and serves at the commissioners will and pleasure.
	2. The Sr. Vice-Commissioner must be confirmed by the President.
	3. The Senior Vice-Commissioner shall act as the chief adviser to the commissioner.
	4. The Senior Vice -Commissioner shall assume the duties of the Commissioner in the event he becomes unable to complete his term, or in the event he cannot attend any meeting or event.

	C.   Vice Commissioners
	1. There shall be at least three vice-commisioners, and there may be a number equal to the number of Districts that make up the association, solely at the discretion of the Commissioner
	2. The Vice-Commissioners shall be elected or appointed by the Commissioner to serve 3-year terms.
	3. The Vice-Commissioners shall act as an adviser to the commissioner, and the President and assist in the operation of the League as directed by the Commissioner.
	4. The most senior Vice-Commissioner shall assume the duties of the Sr. Vice Commissioner in the event that he is unable to complete his term, or has to assume the duties of the Commissioner.

	D.    At Large Vice Commissioner(s)
	1. Any number of At Large Vice-Commissioner(s) may be appointed by THE PRESIDENT/Commissioner to serve in special areas of expertise which are required to efficiently and effectively run the Association. They are appointed and serve at the discretion ...
	2. These Vice-Commissioner(s) report directly to the President and/or the Commissioner and shall be assigned to work in their field of expertise, whether as advisor, or administrator.
	3. These Vice-Commissioner(s) shall include but are not limited to, legal affairs, financial affairs, medical advisor, public relations and or other advisor or administrative roles.
	4. These officers shall be exempt from the requirement of active participation for the previous three years, and may or may not be active in all areas of the Association at any time, except as required to perform task associated with their express are...
	5. Except when acting as President of a league, they SHALL BE allowed to vote on general matters coming before the Board of Directors of Mississippi Youth Football, however they shall be limited to one vote on any matter.

	E.    District Representatives
	4. These members shall assist the Commissioner and Vice Commissioners in investigating complaints and protests, heading projects, assisting new leagues, assisting with scheduling, and other duties as directed by the Commissioners.
	F. Board of Appeals

	II.    Membership
	A.   Membership Requirements
	1.      Mississippi Youth Football, Inc. (Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.). Members consist of local community football leagues. All new members will be considered for membership according to the provisions set forth in the by-laws of Mis...
	2.      By applying for and accepting membership in this Association all members agree to follow the rules of Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc., and agree that they institute and administer fines, penalties, suspensions or expulsions for vi...
	3.      Each member league may form its own individual set of rules and regulations. however, they must meet or exceed those set forth by Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.
	4.      Each member league must elect or appoint a president; the president shall be responsible for all actions of the league, its officers, coaches, and fans from Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.’s standpoint.
	5.      Should any member league become unable to appoint or elect a president for any reason the PRESIDENT MAY assume the responsibilities of the president, or appoint a proxy, until such time as one may be duly elected or appointed.
	6.      Each member league has a responsibility to conduct their business affairs in an ethical and honest way, which will reflect positively on their league, youth sports and Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.
	7.      Any Parent, Player, or Concerned Member of the community may submit to the commissioner any unfair, unsafe, or unethical actions taken by a league or members of a league. The commissioner shall be required to investigate and act on all such co...
	8.      Each member , new  members included, will be assessed a fee of $2.00 per child on their rosters, said fee will be to the commissioner or his designated agent no later than one week after the member’s first home game, OR make arrangements with ...
	9.      Each member will submit complete team rosters that include Coaches and players name, age, Jersey number, and official weight along with the birth certificate, registration form and photograph of each player listed on the roster to be stamped a...
	The president of each league is responsible for the correctness of the roster. Misrepresentation of a player’s name, age, weight or any material fact may result in punishment deemed appropriate by the commissioner after taking all factors into conside...
	10. All new leagues requesting membership in MYFAI must  serve a one season probationary period, but will be required to pay the membership fee of $2.00 per roistered player. After successfully completing the first season, the Board of Directors may v...
	11. Any association found to be in multiple or chronic violation of MYFAI rules, regulations or policy and thereby deemed undesirable by the President or Commissioner, and upon 75% approval vote of the board of Commissioners, be suspended, sanctioned ...

	B.    Voting Privileges
	1.      Voting privileges are limited to one vote per member regardless of the number of teams the member has participating in Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. on all matters submitted by the Commissioner for a vote.
	Only the league president or his assigned proxy may vote.
	Leagues not sending a representative to the Presidents meeting will forfeit ONE of their home games in the upcoming year.
	3. Leagues will not be allowed to vote during their first season as they are considered probationary teams until full membership is granted by vote of the member leagues after successfully completing one season. Leagues out two years must be voted bac...

	C.    Member Officers and Coaches
	1.      The member league selects all local officers, head coaches, and assistant coaches. Each Member league must have one person, (preferably the President), certified as USA Football Heads up tackling Player Safety Coach.
	2.      All head coaches and one assistant coach must complete the USA Heads up Tackling or NYSCA Football Coaches Certification and keep a current status. A copy of the certification must be included in their team book.
	As a coach in MYFAI you are representing the values of our association and as such are expected to wear proper attire, no cut off shorts, shirts, sagging pants, jogging pants or any attire that will shed a negative light on Mississippi Youth Football ...
	3.      All local officers, head coaches, and assistant coaches participating in their local league are representing both their league and Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. They must conduct themselves with proper sportsmanship and as posit...
	4.      Any undesirable act, on or off the field, will be grounds for suspension or expulsion from the program.
	5.      All local officers, head coaches, and assistant coaches may be levied a $100.00 fine and any other penalties deemed suitable by the commissioner, including being expelled from the participation, for any un-sportsmanlike or inappropriate act, o...
	Any coach ejected from a game will automatically serve a complete game suspension and pay a fine of $100.00. Suspension for the year will result on any same second offense the same year. This will be enforced by the local league.
	Any coach, President or other member that makes any public statement, or actions that reflects negatively on MYFAI, or any of its member teams shall be subject to being expelled or other penalties in the sole desecration of the commissioner.


	III.   Players
	A.    Requirements and Conduct
	1.      All members shall encourage fair play and satisfactory academic progress of players within their local leagues.
	.3.      Any player ejected from a game will automatically serve a complete game suspension. Suspension for the year will result on any same second offense the same year.
	4.      Teams may be fined $25.00 for each un-sportsmanlike penalty called on its players and $100.00 for coaches. In addition the players or coaches may face suspension, or expulsion depending on the infraction at the Commissioners discretion
	5.      Players who are injured must be taken out of participation until it has been determined that further participation will not aggravate any possible injury. A parent or guardian must be notified as soon as possible after an injury. Each player m...

	B. Boundaries
	1.      Member Leagues shall draw their players from boundaries laid out by county or city school boards or by special dispensation of the Commissioner. If special dispensation is granted by the Commissioner it must be in writing and must become part ...
	2.      Players may also be admitted from any area that does not have a team affiliated with Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. however once a player has signed up with a member team he may not play for another member team without being gran...
	3.      Players wishing to cross these set boundaries must receive a release in writing from his “Home Team” president; the Commissioner must approve this release, and it must be submitted with their book.
	4.      A copy of the written release may be submitted to the commissioner along with the complete team roster as required in Section II, A, 9.
	5.      Any Player found to be in violation of this rule may be expelled.
	6.      Member leagues found to be purposely violating these rules shall be guilty of violating eligibility rules and treated accordingly, In sole desecration of the commissioner.
	* “recruiting” players from a protected area is considered unethical and will not be tolerated, coaches proven to be involved will be subject to disciplinary action up to and including being expelled.
	7.      EXCEPTION: Should a new team form, PLAYERS FROM THAT AREA, MAY be allowed to play for the new team or may continue playing for the team they played for the previous season.   siblings may be included in this rule.
	8.      EXCEPTION: The Commissioner or CEO shall hear and rule on any reasonable request by parents due to hardships.

	C. Registration
	1.      All Registration fees will be at the discretion of the member leagues.
	2.      All registration and release forms must be completed and returned to the local league officers before a child can participate. These forms must include proof of insurance and must be signed and dated by a parent or guardian.

	D. Legal Players
	1.      All students who are League Age 12 and under are legal players and able to participate.
	2.      No student who is in the 7th grade may participate, Regardless of League Age.
	3.      No student that is League Age of 13 may participate, Regardless of grade status.
	4.      League Age is that age attained on or before September 1st of the current season year.


	IV.  Teams
	A. Classifications
	1.      Each player will be placed on a roster and participate according to the following four classifications:
	Tinamite: six years old and under

	Flag – 6 years old and under. No weight limits
	Rookie - *6 yr. olds may be used to fill out a 28 man roster only CAUTION!!, no 7 or 8 year olds may be “cut” to make room for a 6 year old player
	Midget
	c) Pee-Wee
	2.      Eligible Players are those that may play in the position of offensive backfield, receivers, or advance an interception or fumble recovery.
	3.      All eligible players must wear the numbers 1 - 49 and 80 - 99. However these players MAY play any position, eligible or not.
	4.      All ineligible players must wear the numbers 50 - 79.
	5.      All ineligible players in all three classifications must play in the line from tackle to tackle on offense; and an eligible player must cover them up.
	6.      Players may “play up” to help out their member teams if the team requesting the assistance has less than 22 players on their roster. The eligibility rules for the team classification that the player is moving up to apply. (I.e. a 106-pound Mid...
	7.      8 year olds are not allowed to step up to Peewees regardless of the number of players on the roster.
	8.      Any team found violating the eligibility rules will forfeit all games in question and be subject to additional penalties, up to and including expulsion from Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc.

	B. Weigh-in;    All players must be weighed in by Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. Weigh ins will be supervised by league, CEO, Commissioner, Vice-Commissioners or deputies appointed to assist one of the above. NONE of aforementioned offic...
	4.      Weights are counted in whole numbers. Fractions of pounds are not counted. Example: a player weighing 99.9 lbs. will be rostered as 99 pounds.
	C. PRACTICES: 1. Violent practice drills such as “bull in the ring,” “Oklahoma drill” and all variations of this type drill are expressly forbidden by Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. Coaches violating this rule shall be subject to being e...
	Additionally, these drills have been outlawed by both high schools and college level programs, therefore additional legal charges of child endangerment could be brought against the coach or the league by parents.
	2. Practice schedules shall be limited to 2 hours a day when practicing 3 days a week or less; ANY more that 3 days a week all days must be limited to 1-1/2 hours a day. Mississippi Youth Football Association, Inc. strongly suggests that teams do not ...
	3. Teams may begin practice at any time of the year, at the discretion of the league President, however we encourage teams not to begin earlier than July 15, to reduce the chance of player AND parent burn out.
	V. Regular Season Games;   A.  Any team that forfeits a game that they were supposed to travel to must pay $300.00 to the host team per team/game that they did not show up for and may become ineligible for post season play. Teams MUST be given 30 minu...
	A.1 Concession Fees
	1.      The concession fees are at the discretion of the host team.
	B.  Admission to Games; Regular season gate admissions will not exceed $5.00. Any discounts given for age such as senior citizen and young children are at the sole discretion of the host.
	1. All host members must provide a soft drink for each player and cheerleader after games.
	2. All participating coaches, sponsors, players, cheerleaders, and their spouses shall be allowed to attend free of charge.
	a. The following limit will apply to each member.
	i. 1 President and 1 president/spouse
	ii. 5 coaches’ and 5 coach/spouse.
	iii. 2 cheerleader sponsor and 2 cheerleader/spouse.
	VI.  Coaches Passes
	VII.  Regular Season Play
	1. The divisions and regular season schedule shall be announced by the Commissioner before the 1st game of the season each year.


	VIII. Post Season Games
	A.  Playoffs and Bowl Games

	B.     Admission to Playoff Games
	1.      Gate admissions will not exceed $5.00, for the first two rounds, $5.00 for the semifinal and championship round. Any discounts given for age such as senior citizen and young children are at the sole discretion of the host.
	2.      All hosts must provide a soft drink for each player and cheerleader after each game.
	3.      All participating coaches, sponsors, players, cheerleaders, and their spouses shall be allowed to attend free of charge.


	IX.  Cheerleaders and Pep Squads
	A.    Requirements and Conduct

	X. Protests
	A.    Requirements
	1.      No protests are allowed involving judgment calls made by the referees.
	2.      No protests are allowed during the game.
	3.      All protests must be filed in writing with the commissioner by the league president within seventy-two (72) hours of the incident.

	B.     Investigations
	1-The commissioner may investigate each protest or appoint one or more individuals to assist him in the investigation
	2- To aid in the investigation the commissioner or his designates shall have the authority to demand from local leagues any documents, films or other evidence including personal testimony of any participant or spectator. Refusal or failure to provide ...
	3- All information gained in the investigation shall be held by the commissioner or his designates until such time as the investigation is complete.
	C.  RULINGS
	1- Once the investigation is complete the commission shall issue a ruling in writing.
	Enforcement
	1- All rulings by the commissioner or his designates shall be fully and promptly enforced by the local league. Proof of enforcement shall be produced as requested by the commissioner. Failure to fully enforce rulings or failure to furnish proof as req...


	XI. Game Rules
	A.    Official Time, Time Outs, Field of Play
	1.      All games will have a minimum officiating crew consisting of two (2) on field officials and one (1) clock official. Any extra officials desired may be employed at the expense of the home league, however, under no circumstances other than a clo...
	2.      Heat Time Outs will be allowed through the month of September and thereafter at the referee’s DISCRETION. Heat breaks will follow the guidelines set by MHSAA.
	3.      All games will be played on a field of eighty yards in length by 129’ to 160’ wide. All fields MUST have a fence or other barrier separating the field of play from the fans and parents. All measurements will be plus or minus 18 inches.
	4.      All tackle games will consist of four (4) quarters. Each Rookie, Midget and Peewee game quarters will be eight (8) minutes, Tinamites will be six minutes .there will be a sixty-second break between quarters. Half time will be ten (10) minutes....
	5.      The offensive team will have 30 seconds to put the ball into play once the referee has set and signaled the ball ready for play.
	6.      Maximum penalty for all infractions except un-sportsmanlike conduct will be ten (10) yards. Malicious un-sportsmanlike conduct on a player or any un-sportsmanlike penalty on a coach will be fifteen (15) yards. Referees are required to report t...
	7. Games balls shall be within 1 and ½ inch in length and width of a Wilson K2. They shall be of a bladder type and should be filled to the manufactures recommended pressure. Nerf and solid balls are strictly forbidden.

	B. On Field Coaches
	1.      There will be one coach allowed on the field at a time on offense or defense. The only exception to this rule is when an injury occurs.
	2.      Coaches must not coach after the offensive team breaks huddle: there will be one warning for the offending team. The referee needs only to warn a team once, not each coach on a team, and then a un-sportsman penalty for the next infraction in t...
	3.      Defensive coaches may direct their defense until the offensive line goes down to set if a team is using a “no huddle” offense.
	4.      Coaches must stand at least five (5) yards behind their deepest players on offense and defense. Warnings and penalties are the same as coaching after a huddle break.
	5. Coaches or their assistants are prohibited from using any electronic communications devices on the field or sidelines. This covers radios or cell phones. If a coach is “on call” due to their profession they may have their cell phone on their person...
	6. Coaches on the field and sidelines during games are representatives of MYFAI and roll models’ for our children and as such are expected to act and dress accordingly. No vulgar or inappropriate language or actions will be tolerated. All apparel must...

	C.  Kick Offs, Punts, Field Goals, and PATs
	1.      Kick Offs
	a) On a Kick Off the ball will be spotted ten (10) yards from midfield in the kicking team’s territory.
	b) In lieu of a Kick Off the kicking team can elect to have the ball spotted twenty (20) yards from their opponent’s goal line.

	2.      Punts
	a) In lieu of punting the punting team can elect to have the referee advance the ball thirty yards from the line of scrimmage. If the thirty-yard spot carries the ball inside of the ten- (10) yard line the ball will be spotted at the ten- (10) yard li...

	3.      Field Goals
	a) If a team elects to kick a field goal and the game is being played on a regulation 100-yard field, then the referee will advance the ball ten (10) yards to set a new line of scrimmage. The goal line also advances 10 yards. MHSAA rules apply to all ...

	4.      PATs
	a) If a team elects to kick a PAT and the game is being played on a regulation 100 yard field, then the referee will advance the ball ten (10) yards to the High School PAT mark. MHSAA rules apply to all PAT attempts once the referee has placed the bal...
	* Kicking off, punting and field goals are completely at the teams discretion, they do not have to announce their intent to officials or the opposing team before the game or any other time prior to their decision to kick .


	D. Games resulting in a Tie
	1.      All division games that result in a tie will be played off by MHSAA tiebreaker rules.
	2.      All non-division games that result in a tie may remain a tie, or may be played off by MHSAA rules if both teams agree to play the tie breaker.



