
North Edison Baseball and Softball 
2015 Memorial Weekend Tournament Rules 

(Revised May 23, 2016) 
	

	
Rainout Line:  732-549-3008 
	
North Edison does not call for rainouts; please call this line to find out about your scheduled games 
or check the web site at www.northed.com.  We will attempt an e-mail communication as soon as 
information is available.  In order of operations, the website will be updated first and then the 
phone line. 
	
1.  Team Administration 
 
NOTE: A player is only permitted to be on ONE (1) Roster within the tournament regardless of 
divisions 
	
A Team may consist of one adult manager, two adult coaches, one adult scorekeeper, and no more than 
15 players, all of division age as of April 30. 
	
Each Team must supply a roster of all team members including uniform numbers, as well as, copies of all 
player birth certificates (must be on premises an in possession of the team manager), and/or Babe Ruth 
Cards and proof of insurance coverage.  The rosters and certificates of insurance will be kept by the 
tournament director and can be returned at the end of the tournament. 
	
Managers must provide phone numbers and e-mail address where they can be reached for game 
changes. However, it is anticipated that all information will be provided via web page and/or email. 
 
	
2.   Game Administration 
	
During preliminary rounds, home team will be decided by a coin toss called by the team traveling the 
farthest prior to each game.  In the playoffs, the higher seeded team will be the home team. 
	
Official line-up sheets listing starting players and all eligible substitutes must be used with 1 copy given to 
the opposing team.  All changes must be reported to the opposing team before they are made. 
	
The home team is designated as the official scorebook. Both managers and umpire should check the score 
after each half inning.  The umpire will resolve any discrepancies. Umpires will collect pitching cards 
after each game.  The umpire will report score and pitchers to the scorer’s table.  
	
North Edison will provide three game balls at each game.  At the conclusion of each game, all balls are to 
be returned to the plate umpire.  The plate umpire will return all balls to the scorer’s table.  Please do not 
take game balls.  
	
Teams will have 10 minutes from the scheduled time to arrive or a forfeit will result. Teams not fielding 9 
players within 10 minutes after the official starting time will forfeit. Teams may not drop below 9 players 
once the game begins. 
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3.  Team Equipment 
 
General: 
Teams will supply their own official Babe Ruth or Little League bats (see bat restrictions), gloves and 
catcher’s equipment.  
 
All teams must be uniformed with matching shirts.  All shirts must be numbered.  Identical numbers are not 
allowed (unless last name or other differentiating item). Shirts must be tucked into pants. 
 
All male catchers must wear protective cup.  All catchers must also use protective headgear with 
facemask, even when warming up a pitcher.   
 
All batters and base runners must wear a protective helmet unless they are behind the dugout fences.  
Batting Helmets are to be worn at all times by the offensive team while on the field.  
 
All batting cages, when available, will be available on a first-come-first-serve basis at the discretion of the 
tournament director (please yield to the team playing most immediately).  Batting helmets are required 
in the batting cages.  Please attempt to limit use of the batting cage to 25 minutes per team prior to the 
start of the game. 
 
There is no infield practice, no soft toss into any of the fences, no hitting practice, and no unsupervised 
pepper games.  
 
The players may wear no jewelry of any type (except for medically certified reasons). 
	
Bats (Restrictions):  
46/60 & 50/70 Divisions 
This is a safety concern.  We only allow bats with a diameter up to 2 and ¼ inches on all of our 46/60 
and 50/70 fields where the player’s age is up to 12 years old. Only baths marked BPF 1.15 are 
permitted 
 
13-15 Baseball Divisions: 
The bat may not exceed 34” in length, and the bat barrel may not exceed 2 5/8” in diameter or be greater 
than a -3 length to weight ratio.  Only composite barrel bats certified and marked BBCOR .50 will be 
allowed. Wood barrel bats conforming to the specifications of Official Baseball Rule 1.10 are allowed.  
 
All bats must meet current Cal/Babe Ruth and Little League approval.   If the illegal 
bat is discovered prior to a batter completing his “at bat” the bat is simply removed 
from play and the “at bat” continues. 
 
A player who uses an illegal bat or non-conforming barrel dimension and hits a fair ball will be ruled out. 
No advancement on the bases will be allowed, and any outs during the play shall stand. This is an appeal 
play. The “at bat” will be considered legal once a pitch is thrown to the next batter. 
	
Cleats: 
All players must wear plastic or rubber cleats or turf shoes on the 46/60 and 50/70 fields; and No metal 
spikes are permitted. Metal spikes are permitted on the 60/90 fields.  
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Please see our Complex Rules Document and Posting on our web site at www.northed.com  
	

4.  Team Control 

North Edison Baseball & Softball has a very strict Zero Tolerance Policy with regards to player, manager, 
coach and spectator conduct. Issues of improper and unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated. 
Persons unable to comply will be asked to remove themselves from the complex.  
 
We are a volunteer organization, and as such, we ask your kindness and cooperation.  In the instance of a 
conflict and/or a dispute we ask for a polite resolution and understanding.  
	
All players not on the field must remain in the dugout area with the exception of the on deck batter.  
Managers and coaches must remain behind dugout fencing when not in the coach’s box. 
	
Managers are expected to control themselves, their coaches, their players and their fans. Conduct deemed 
detrimental to the best interest of the tournament will be a basis for forfeiture and possible expulsion from 
the remainder of the tournament, if deemed necessary by the tournament director or his representative.  
The NEBS Zero Tolerance Policy, as adapted for the tournament season, will be in effect.  See attached. 
	
No smoking is permitted in the dugout, bleachers, or on the fields. 
	
Each team must clean up their dugout quickly prior to leaving the field.  In an effort to keep the 
tournament moving, we ask that any post game team discussion to take place outside the dugout after 
it is vacated. 
	
Any player, coach or fan ejected will be suspended from the team’s next game. 
 
Only the manager of the team may address the umpire for any issue of dispute.  
 
All managers are asked to keep a copy of the rules with them during the tournament and at their game. 
 
A copy of the rules will be present at all fields for reference. 
 
 
5.  General Game Rules 
	
Runners must slide or avoid contact with a defensive player on all close plays at any base.  If a runner 
intentionally and maliciously runs into a defensive player, he will be called out on the play and ejected 
from the game.  It will be totally an umpire’s judgment and discretion call. 
 
A defensive player shall not block access to a base if he/she is not in possession of the ball or in the act of 
fielding the ball. A defensive player shall not block access to the base while waiting for another defensive 
member of his team to field a ball in play.  
 
There is no sliding into first base. 



North Edison Baseball and Softball 
2015 Memorial Weekend Tournament Rules 

(Revised May 23, 2016) 
	

5. General Game Rules (continued) 

 
Headfirst sliding Rules: 
 

• 46/60 Fields = ONLY Permitted when diving back to a base. 
• 50/70 Fields = ONLY Permitted when diving back to a base. 
• 60/90 Fields = Permitted. 

	
The speed up rule is in effect for the pitcher and catcher and ONLY with two outs.  The player that is run for 
MUST be the catcher or pitcher of the next defensive inning.   The substitute runner must be the last 
previous batter who is not currently on base.  The pinch runner must be the last batted out (in the situation of 
a fielder’s choice the last player to be “put out”).  
 
Mercy Rule 
8 – 12 Year Old Divisions:  The mercy rule is 10 runs at the end of 4 innings (3 ½ if the home team is 
ahead) in the 8 – 12 year old division.  The mercy rule is in effect in the championship game. The home 
plate umpire is responsible for keeping the official score. 
 
13 – 17 Year Old Divisions:  The mercy rule is 10 runs at the end of 5 innings (4 ½ if the home team is 
ahead).  The mercy rule is in effect in the championship game.  The home plate umpire is responsible for 
keeping the official score. 
 
Game Time/Length 
8-10 Year Old Divisions:   
 
A regulation game is 6 innings.  If tied, the game will be played until one team wins-time permitting.   
 
The game is considered an official game at the end of 4 innings, (3 ½ if the home team is ahead).  
 
During preliminary rounds, no new inning will begin more than 1 hour and 40 minutes after the scheduled 
start time (Measured by the time of the last recorded out in the bottom of the inning).   
 
The game will stop at light curfew, 10:00 p.m.  In the event that a game must be ended due to time in 
compliance with the lights out curfew, the umpire shall declare the “last batter” before that player’s at bat 
begins. In the case of an incomplete inning the score will revert back to the last competed inning whereas 
both teams had an equal number of at bats (this is for pool play only).  
	
In the event of a rain (weather) shortened official game; whereas, there is an incomplete inning the score 
will revert back to the last competed inning whereas both teams had an equal number of at bats (this is for 
pool play only).  In this same instance if the game is unofficial, it will be continued as a suspended game.  
 
During playoffs and championship, the games will be played until a winner is determined.  In these games 
there is no time limit. A playoff or championship game that is unable to be completed due to curfew will 
be suspended and completed as soon as possible.  
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5. General Game Rules (continued) 
 
Game Time/Length (continued) 
 
11-12 Year Old Divisions: 
	
A regulation game is 6 innings.  If tied, the game will be played until one team wins-time permitting.   
 
The game is considered official at the end of 4 innings, (3 ½ if the home team is ahead).  
During preliminary rounds, no new inning will begin more than 1 hour and 55 minutes after the 
scheduled Start time (Measured by the time of the last recorded out in the bottom of the inning).   
 
The game will stop at light curfew, 10:00 p.m.  In the event that a game must be ended due to time in 
compliance with the lights out curfew, the umpire shall declare the “last batter” before that player’s at bat 
begins. In the case of an incomplete inning the score will revert back to the last competed inning whereas 
both teams had an equal number of at bats (this is for pool play only).  
	
In the event of a rain (weather) shortened official game; whereas, there is an incomplete inning the score 
will revert back to the last competed inning whereas both teams had an equal number of at bats (this is for 
pool play only).  In this same instance if the game is unofficial, it will be continued as a suspended game.  
 
During playoffs and championship, the games will be played until a winner is determined.  In these games 
there is no time limit. A playoff or championship game that is unable to be completed due to curfew will 
be suspended and completed as soon as possible.  
 
13-17 Year Old Divisions 
	
A regulation game is 7 innings. If tied, the game will be played until one team wins, if time allows.   
 
The game is considered official at the end of 5 innings, (4 ½ if the home team is ahead). During 
preliminary rounds, no new inning will begin more than 1 hour and 55 minutes after the scheduled start 
time.  (Measured by the time of the last recorded out in the bottom of the inning).   
 
The game will stop at light curfew, 10:00 p.m.  In the event that a game must be ended due to time in 
compliance with the lights out curfew, the umpire shall declare the “last batter” before that player’s at bat 
begins. In the case of an incomplete inning the score will revert back to the last competed inning whereas 
both teams had an equal number of at bats (this is for pool play only).  
	
In the event of a rain (weather) shortened official game; whereas, there is an incomplete inning the score 
will revert back to the last competed inning whereas both teams had an equal number of at bats (this is for 
pool play only).  In this same instance if the game is unofficial, it will be continued as a suspended game.  
 
During playoffs and championship, the games will be played until a winner is determined.  In these games 
there is no time limit. A playoff or championship game that is unable to be completed due to curfew will 
be suspended and completed as soon as possible.  
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6.  General Pitching Rules 
 
Curve Balls are not allowed for 10 and under. A curve ball will be defined as a pitch with a significant 
downward or sideways break to it caused by the application of a significant spin as the pitcher releases the 
ball.  The umpire will call all such pitches dead balls.  Any pitcher charged with throwing three curve balls 
in one game will be removed as the pitcher. 
	
1 pitch will constitute an inning pitched. 
	
Only 1 trip to the mound by the manager or designated coach is permitted per pitcher per inning and a 
total of three trips per pitcher per game. The pitcher must be removed on the second trip to the mound by 
the manager or designated coach in any particular inning or the fourth trip to any one pitcher in a game. 
	
If a game is not an official game, innings pitched still count.  This rule is in place to protect the pitcher. 
	
All pitching changes and innings will be handled by the umpire and turned into the scorer’s table. 
Managers should check with the umpires prior to leaving the field regarding pitchers used and again at the 
scorer’s table after their game.   
	
If a pitcher hits 3 in a game he must be relieved at that point.  If the pitcher is removed for hitting 3 batters in 
a game, he cannot return to pitch in the same game. 
 
7.  Batting 
 
Age groups 12 and under must bat their entire bench.  
 
All age groups in 13 – 17 may bat any number in the lineup and free substitution is permitted for any 
player in the batting lineup (except pitcher – once remove from position of pitcher can not return to pitch 
that game).  If a team wants to bat all 15 players, they may do so.  If a team wants to bat 9 with additional 
EHs, they may do so as well and utilize the re-entry rule for other player participation (players in lineup have 
free substitution).  Ideally, please keep the difference in batting order to 2. (Example Team A bats 11, 
Team B bats 13). 
	
In the event of injury or illness to a player, the rule will be as follows:  
 
In the divisions of 12 and under there will be no penalty but the injured/sick player cannot re-enter.  
Managers are expected to exercise sportsmanship and honesty. 
 
In the 13 year old and older divisions, a substitute must be inserted into the line up to replace the 
injured/ill player.  If no substitutes are available, the first time that player’s position in the order is 
scheduled to bat will be an out.  For each subsequent at bat, the spot in the line-up will be skipped without 
further penalty but the player may not re-enter the game.  Managers are expected to exercise 
sportsmanship and honesty. 
	
If a player is ejected and there are no available substitutes that spot in the batting order will be an 
automatic out for the remainder of the game in ALL ages.  
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8. Division Specific Rules 
 
8 - Year Old Division:   
	
Stealing of second or third is permitted.  The runner must hold the base until the pitch reaches home 
plate.   
 
No stealing of home is allowed or advance home on a wild pitch/pass ball.  A runner can advance home on 
an over throw to 3rd base or a pick off play to 3rd base only.  Runners can only advance home if it is a play 
on 3rd base.  If the play is not at 3rd base they must be forced home.  Example #1: Runners on 1st and 3rd, the 
runner steals 2nd and the catcher throws the ball to 2nd, the runner on 3rd CANNOT advance on that play.  If 
the ball is thrown into the outfield the runner that just stole 2nd and the runner on 3rd must stay put.  It must 
be a play on 3rd base, advance on a batted ball or be forced home by a walk.  Example #2: Runner on 2nd 
steals 3rd.  The catcher throws the ball away while making a play on the runner stealing 3rd.  The runner that 
just stole 3rd can advance home at their own risk. 
	
Infield Fly Rule will not be enforced.  
Uncaught third strike Rule will not be enforced. 
No balks. 
	
Once a pitcher has been removed as a pitcher, he/she cannot return to pitch in that game. Re-entry at any 
other position is permitted. 
	
A pitcher may pitch 6 innings every other game, but not more than 6 innings in any 1 game.  A pitcher 
may not accumulate more than 6 innings in any 2 consecutive games. (Example: 6-0-6-0, 4-2-4-2).  
Pitching does not reset for the playoffs. 
 
Any violation of the pitching rules will result in a forfeit of the game. 
	
A rotating batting order and free substitution is permitted. 
 
Bunting is allowed in the eight year old division. 
	
9 - 10 Year Old Divisions:   
	
Stealing of all bases is permitted.  The runner must hold base until the pitch reaches home plate. 
	
Infield Fly Rule will be enforced.   
Uncaught third strike Rule will not be enforced.   
No balks. 
	
Once a pitcher has been removed as a pitcher, he/she cannot return to pitch in that game. Re-entry at any 
other position is permitted. 
	
A pitcher may pitch 6 innings every other game, but not more than 6 innings in any 1 game.  A pitcher 
may not accumulate more than 6 innings in any 2 consecutive games. (Example: 6-0-6-0, 4-2-4-2).  
Pitching does not reset for the playoffs. 
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Any violation of the pitching rules will result in a forfeit of the game.	
A rotating batting order and free substitution is permitted. 
 

8. Division Specific Rules (continued) 
 
11 - 12 Year Old Divisions:   
	
Stealing of all bases is permitted.   
Leading is allowed.   
Infield Fly Rule will be enforced.   
Uncaught third strike will be enforced. 
	
Balks: 
Umpires will issue one warning per pitcher.  After  one warning is given to each pitcher, then balks will 
be enforced on that pitcher. 
	

• During the warning period it will be declared a dead ball and runners will return to their 
base.  

	
Once a pitcher has been removed as a pitcher, he/she cannot return to pitch in that game. Re-entry at any 
other position is permitted. 
	
A pitcher may pitch 6 innings every other game, but not more than 6 innings in any 1 game.  A pitcher 
may not accumulate more than 6 innings in any 2 consecutive games. (Example: 6-0-6-0, 4-2-4-2).  
Pitching does not reset for the playoffs. 
 
Any violation of the pitching rules will result in a forfeit of the game. 
	
A rotating batting order and free substitution is permitted. 
	
13 - 17 Year Old Divisions: 
 
Stealing of all bases is permitted.   
Leading is allowed.  
Infield Fly Rule will be enforced.   
Uncaught third strike will be enforced. 
	
Balks: 
13 Year Olds - Umpires will issue one warning per pitcher.  After  one warning is given to each pitcher, 
then balks will be enforced on that pitcher. 
 

• During the warning period it will be declared a dead ball and runners will return to their 
base.  

 
Once a pitcher has been removed as a pitcher, he/she cannot return to pitch in that game. Re-entry at any 
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other position is permitted. 
 
14-17 Year Olds - Umpires will enforce the balk rule.  
 
(Not Applicable in 2016) NOTE: In games of mixed age groupings, 15-year olds will not be permitted to 
pitch to teams with more then six 13-year olds on their roster.  
	
A rotating batting order and free substitution is permitted. 
	
A pitcher may pitch 7 innings every other game, but not more than 7 innings in any 1 game.  A pitcher 
may not accumulate more than 7 innings in any 2 consecutive games. (Example: 7-0-6-1, 4-3-2-5).  
Pitching does not reset for the playoffs. 
 
Any violation of the pitching rules will result in a forfeit of the game. 
 

9. Tie Breakers 

 
At the end of preliminary rounds, standings will be determined by points, with three points awarded for a 
win, 2 points awarded for a tie and 1 point awarded for a loss.  In the event of a tie in the standings, the 
following rules will apply: 
 

1. Best record head to head competition 
2. Fewest runs allowed. 
3. Run differential in head to head competition 
4. Highest run differential (10 run per game max)  
5. Coin Flip 

 
If three or more teams are tied and one team has beaten the other tied teams without a loss, that team 
advances.  If three teams tie with mixed results (Team A beat team B, Team B beat Team C and Team C 
beat Team A), the tiebreaker goes to #3 fewest runs allowed. 
 
If three or more teams are tied, once a tie has been resolved as to any one team, the remaining teams will 
revert back to the 1st tiebreaker to resolve the remaining ties.  
 
10. Umpires 
 
Umpires are to report to the scorer’s table prior to the game to sing and an collect game balls.  
At the conclusion of the game the umpire is to return the game balls to the scorer’s table along with game 
score and pitchers record card with innings pitched for the game.  
	
11.  Disputes 
 
Only rule interpretations may be protested.  There will be no protest of balls/strikes, fair/foul, and 
out/safe.  The Tournament Director or Officer of The Day or his representative will handle any 
protests immediately and decisions will be final. 
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In situations not covered by tournament rules, the Official Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth Rules will be 
followed.  
	
The Tournament director or member of North Edison Baseball and Softball League’s Elected 
Board of Directors shall have the sole responsibility for the interpretation and implementation of 
these rules. 
 
12. Zero Tolerance Policy 

Introduction:  The closing sentence of NEBS’s Mission statement states that the purpose of the League is 
to allow kids “to just have fun.”  Unfortunately adult agendas and attitudes frequently poison that simple 
goal.  Violence leading to injury and even death has been sensationally reported in the media. 
	
NEBS is not immune to this scourge and the Board of Directors has elected to enact a zero tolerance 
policy with respect to the conduct of players, managers, coaches, parents and fans. 
	
Fighting: 
	
1.  If any player engages in a fight, that player will automatically be suspended for 2 games.  If the 
player engages in a 2nd fight, he or she will automatically be suspended for the remainder of the 
tournament.  There are no appeals and no extenuating circumstances. 
	
2.  If a manager or coach engages in a fight, he or she will automatically be suspended from 
managing or coaching for the remainder of the tournament. 
	
Abuse, Taunting and Lack of Sportsmanship: 
Sportsmanship is the goal.  Abusive behavior by players, coaches, managers, parents and fans will not be 
tolerated.  Abusive behavior includes, but is not limited to foul language, arguing unreasonably with 
umpires, arguing with, taunting or cursing at players, managers, coaches, or fans.  It also includes 
throwing helmets and equipment. 
	
The Umpires have been directed to confront and warn any person who engages in such behavior.  If the 
behavior persists, the offending person will be ejected.  There will be no appeals of the umpire’s action. 
	
Any ejection of a player, manager or coach by the umpire for abusive or un- sportsmanlike conduct will 
result in an automatic one game suspension.  A 2nd ejection will result in a suspension for the remainder 
of the tournament. 
	
Fans and Parents: 
	
The manager is responsible for maintaining control over parents and fans affiliated with his or her team.  
If the manager cannot or will not control abusive behavior by team’s parents or fans, a forfeit will be 
declared and the game terminated. 


